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Sunday, 20th August, Friedricli , with his small Army, - 
hardly above 15,000 I should guess, arrived at Frank- 
fttrt-on-Oder: "his Majesty," it seems, "lodged in the 
"Lebus Suburb, in the house of a Clergyman's Widow; 
"and was observed to go often out of doors, and listen 
"to the cannonading, which was going on at Ciistrin. "* 
From Landshut hither, he has come in nine days; the 
swi^st marching; a fiery spur of indignation being 
upon all his men and him, for the last two days fierier 
than ever, — longing all to have a blow at those in- 
cendiary Kussian gentlemen. Five days ago, the Rus- 
sians, attempting blindly on the Garrison of Ciistrin, 
had burnt, — nothing of the Garrison at all, — but 
the poor little Town altogether. Which has filled 
everybody with lamentation and horror. And, listen 
yonder, they are still busy on the solitary Garrison of 
Ciistrin; — audible enough to Friedrich, firom his 
northern or Lebus Suburb, which lies nearest the place, 
at a distance of some twenty miles. 

Of Fermor's redhot savagery on Ctlstrin, it is la- 
mentably necessary we should say something: to say 
much would be a waste of record; as the thing itself 
was a waste of powder. A thing hideous to think of; 
without the least profit fo Fermor, but with total ruin 

* RSdenbeek, i. 847. 

1* 
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to all the inhabitants, and to the many strangers who 
had sought reftige there. One interior circumstance is 
memorable and lucky to us. Jirtillery- Captain Tielcke 
happened to fee with these people; had come in the 
train of "two 6axon Princes, serving as volunteers;" 
and, wi.tli- a singular lucidity, and faithfiil good sense, 
fiot scientific alone,' he illuminates these black Russian 
: matters for such as have to do with them. 

Tielcke's Book of Contributions to the Art of War * 
is still in repute with Soldiers, especially in the Artil- 
lery line; and indeed shows a sound geometrical head, 
and contains bits of excellent Historical reading inter- 
spersed among the scientific parts. This Tielcke, it 
appears, was a common foot-soldier, one of those Pima 
14,000 made Prussian against their will; but Tielcke 
had a milkmaid for sweetheart in those regions, who, 
good soul, gave him her generous farewell, a suit of 
her clothes, perhaps a pair of her pails; and in that 
guise he walked out of bondage. Clear away; to War- 
saw, to favour with the King and others (being of real 
merit, an excellent, studious, modest little man); and 
here he now reappears, in a higher capacity; as articu- 
late Eyewitness of the Ciistrin Business and the Zom- 
dorf, among much other Russian darkness, which shall 
remain comfortably blank to us. 

Up to Ciistrin, the Journal of the Operations of the 
Russian Army, which I could give from day to day,** 
is of no interest except to the Nether Powers of this 
Universe; the Russian Operations hitherto having con- 

* Beyirdge zur Kriegs-Kunst und (zar) Geschichle des Krieges von 1756 
bis 1763 (six thin vols. 4to, with many Plates); cited above. 

** " Tagebuch beyder &c, (Diary of both Armiea from the beginning of 
the Campaign till Zorndorf"), in Tielcke, n. 1-75; Tempelhof, n. 136, 
216-224; Helden-Geschichte, v.; &c. &e. 
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sisted in slow inarches, slnttish cookeries, cantonings, 
bivouackings, with destruction of a poor innocent Conn- 
try, and arson, theft and murder done on the great 
scale, by inhuman vagabonds, Cossacks so-caUed, not 
tempered on this occasion by the mercy of Calmucks. 
The regular Russian Army, it appears, participates in 
the common horror of mankind against such a method 
of making war; but neither Feldmarschall Fermor, nor 
General Demikof (properly Themicoitdy a Swiss, deserv- 
ing little thanks from us, who has taken in hand to 
command these Missionaries of the Pit), can help the 
results above described. Which are justly characterised 
as abominable, to gods and men; and not fit to be 
recorded in human Annals; execration, and if it were 
possible, oblivion, being the human resource with them. 
The Bussian Officers, it seems, despise this Cossack 
rabble incredibly; for their fighting qualities withal are 
close on zero , lliough their talent for arson and murder 
is so considerable. And, contrariwise, the Cossacks, 
for their part, have no objection to plunder or even, if 
obstreperous, to kill, any regular Officer they may 
meet unescorted in a good place. Their talent for 
arson is great. They do uncountable damage to the 
Army itself; provoking all the Country people to destroy 
by fbre what could be eaten or used, the foraging, food 
and equipments of horse and man; so that horse and 
man have to be fed by victual carted hundreds of miles 
out of Poland; and the Russian Army sticks, as it 
were, tethered with a welter of broken porridge-pots 
and rent mealbags hung to every foot it has. 

East Preussen is quiet from the storms of War; 
holds its tongue well, and hopes better days: but the 
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Bussians themselves are little the better for it, a coun- 
try so lately burned bare; they are merely flung so 
many scores of miles forward, farther from home and 
their real resources, before they can begin work. They 
have no port on the Baltic: poor blockheads, they are 
aware how desirable, for instance, Dantzig would be; 
to help feeding them out of ships; but the Dantzigers 
won't. Colberg, a poor little place, with only 700 
militia people in it, would be of immense service to 
them as a sea-haven: but even this they have not yet 
tried to get; and after trying, they will find it a job. 
"Why not unite with the Swedes and take Stettin (the 
"finest harbour in the Baltic), which would bring Russia, 
"by ships, to your very hand?" This is what Mon- 
talemberit is urgent upon, year after year, to the point 
of wearying everybody ; but he can get no of&cial soul 
to pay heed to him, — the difficulties are so consider- 
able. "Swedes, what are they?" say the Russians: 
"Russians what?" say the Swedes. "Sweden would 
^^be so handy for the Artilleries," urges Montalembert; 
"Russians for the Soldiery, or covering and fighting 
^*part" — "Can't be done!" Officiality shakes its 
head: and Montalembert is obliged to be silent 

The Russians have got into the Neumark of Bran- 
denburg, on those bad terms; and are' clearly aware 
that, without some Fortress as a Place of Arms, they 
ore an overgrown Incompetency and Monstrosity in the 
field of War; doing much destruction, most of which 
proves self'deBtmcdye before long. But how help it? 
If the carrying of meal so far be dif&cult, what will 
the carrying of siege-fiimiture be? A flat impossibility. 
Fermor, aware of these facts, remembers what hap- 
pened at Oczakow, — long ago, in our presence, and 
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Keith^s and Munnfbh*s, if the reader have not quite 
forgot Mtlnnich, on that occasion, took Oczakow 
without any sieg^fomiture whatevto, by boldly march- 
ing up to it; nothing but audacity and good luck on 
his side. Fermor determines to try Ctistrin in the 
like way, — if peradventure Prussian soldiery be like 
Turk? — 

Fermor rose firom Posen, Augi;st 2d, almost three 
weeks ago; making daily for the Neumark and those 
unfortunate Oder Countries; nobody but Dohna to op- 
pose him, — Dohna in the ratio of perhaps one against 
four. Dohna naturally laid hold of Frank^irt and the 
Oder Bridge, so that Fermor could not cross there; 
whereupon Farmer, as the next best thing, struck 
northward for the Warta (black Polish stream, last big 
branch of Oder); crossed this, at his ease, by Lands- 
berg Bridge, August 10th;* and after a day or two 6f 
readjustment in Landsberg, made for Ciistrin Country 
(his next headquarter is at Gross Kamih); hoping, in 
some accidental or miraculous way to cross Oder there- 
abouts, or even get hold of Ctistrin as a Place of Arms. 
If peradventure he can take Ctistrin without proper 
siege-artillery, in the Oczakow or Anti-Turk way? 
Fermor has been busy upon Ctistrin since August 15tfi; 
— in what fashion we partly heard, and will now, 
from authentic sources, see a little for ourselves. 

The Castle of Ciistrin, built by good Johann of Ciistrin, 
and "roofed with copper,"^ in 'the Reformation times, — we' 
know it from of old , and Friedrich has since had some know- 
ledge of it. Ctistrin itself is a rugged little Town , with some 
moorland traffic, and is still a place of great military 
strength , the garrison of those parts. Its rough pavements, 
its heavy atone battlements and barriers, give it a gnarled 

* Tempelhof, n. 216. 
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obstinate aspect, — stem enough place of exile for a Crown- 
Prince fallen into such disfavour with Papa ! A rugged, com- 
pact, by no means handsome little Town, at the meeting of 
the Warta and the Oder; stands naturally among sedges, 
willows and drained mire, except that human industry is 
pleasantly busy upon it, and has long been. So that the 
neighbourhood is populous beyond expectation; studded with 
rough cottages in whitewash; hamlets in a paved condition; 
and comfortable signs of labour victoriously wrestling with 
the wilderness. Ciistrin, an arsenal and garrison, begirt with 
%. two rivers, and with awful bulwarks, and bastions cased in 

■ stone, — "perhaps too high," say the learned, — is likely to 

be impre^able to Russian engineering on those terms. Here, 
with brevity, is the catastrop'lie of Custrin. 

Tuesday, 15ih August 1758, At two in the morning, several 
thousand Russians, grenadiers, under Quarter-Master General 
Stoffeln, whom the readers of Mannstein know from old 
Oczakow times, are astir; pushing along from Gross Kamin, 
through l^e scraggy £rwoods, and flat peat countries; in- 
tending a stroke on Ciistrin, if perhaps they can get it: * — 
not the slightest chance to get Ciistrin; Prussian soldiership 
and Turkish being two quite different things ! The pickeering 
and manoeuvering of Stoffeln shall not detain us. Stoffeln 
came along by the Landsberg road (course of the now 
Konigsberg-Custrin Railway); and drove in the Prussian out- 
parties, who at first took him for Cossacks. Stoffeln set him- 
self down on the north side of the place; planted cannon in 
certain claypits thereabouts, and about nine o'clock began 
firing shells and incendiary grenadoes at a great rate. 
Tielcke saw everything; — and had the honour to take 
luncheon, that evening, with certain chief Officers, sitting on 
the ground ^ after all was over , and only a few shots from the 
Garrison still dropping. ** 

At the third ^renado, which, it seems, fell into a straw 
magazine, Custrm took fire ; could not be quenched again ^ so 
much dry wood in it, so much disorder too , the very soldiers 
some of them disorderljr (a bad deserter set) ; so that it soon 
flamed aloft, — from side to side one sea of flame: and man, 
woman and child, every soul (except the Garrison, which sat 

* Tempelhof, ii. 217 ; bat TIelcke, lu 69 et seq., the rMl source. 
•• Tielcke, n. 75«. 
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enclosed in strong stone), had to fly across the River, under 
penally of death by fire. Of Custrin , by five in the evenirig, 
there was nothing leffc but the black ashes; the Garrison 
standing unharmed, and the Church, School-house, and some 
stone eSifices in a charred skeleton condition. "No life was 
lost, except that of one child in arms." All Neumark had 
lodged its valuables in this place of strength ; all are fled now 
in horror ahd terror across the Oder , by the Bridge , before it 
also unquenchably takes fire , at the western or Non-Russian 
end of the place. Such a day as was seldom seen in human 
experience ; — Fermor responsible for it, happily not we. 

Fermor, in the evening, said to his Artillery People: 
"Wliy have you ceased to fire grenadoes?" "Excellency, 
the Tjown is out ; nothing now but ashes and stone." " Never 
mind ; give them the rest, one every quarter of an hour. We 
shall not need the grenadoes again. The cannon-balls we 
shall; them, therefore, do not waste." On the morrow morn- 
ing, after this performance on the Tojvn, Fermor sends a 
Trumpeter: " Surrender, or else — I" rather in the tremendous 
style. " Or else ? " answers the Commandant, {)ointing to the 
ashes, to the black inconsumable stones; and is deaf to this 
ex'postfacto Trumpeter. The Russians say they sent one 
yesterday morning, not ex-po^^/bEc/o, but he was killed in the 
pickeerings, and never heard of again. A mile or so to rear 
of Custrin, on the westward or Berlin side of the River, lies 
Dohna, for the last four days; expecting that the Laws of 
Nature will hold good, and Custrin prove tenable against such 
sieging. So stands it on Friedrich*s arrival. 

We left Friedrich in the Lebus Suburb of Frank- 
fort, Sunday, August 20th, listening to the distant 
cannonade. Next morning, he is here himself; at 
Dohna^s Camp of Gorgast, taking survey of affairs; 
came early, under rapid small escort, leaving his Army 
to follow; scorn and contemptuous indignation the 
humour of him, they say; resolution to be swiftly home 
upon that surprising Russian armament, and teach it 
new manners. The black skeleton of Custrin stares 
hideously across the River; "Ctlstrin Siege" so called 
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still going on; — had better make despatch now, and 
take itself away! He greatly despises Russian soldier- 
ship: "Pooh, pooh," he would answer, if Keith from 
experience said, "Your Majesty does not do it justice;" 

— and Keith has been known to hint, "If the trial 
ever come, your Majesty will alter that opinion." A 
day or two hence, amid these hideous Russian fire- 
trsLceries, the Hussars bring him a dozen of Cossacks 
they have made prisoners: Friedrich looks at the dirty 
green vagabonds; says to one of his Staff: "And this 
is the kind of Doggery I have to bother with!" — 
The sight of the poor country people, and their tears 
of joy and of sorrow, on his re-appearance among them, 
much affected him. Taking inspection of Dohna, he 
finds Dohna wonderfully clean, pipe-clayed, complete: 
"You are very fine indeed, you; — I bring you a set 
of fellows, rough as grasteufeln^^ (* grass-devils,' I never 
know whether insects or birds); "but they can bite," — 
hope you can! 

Tuesday, August 22d, at five in the morning our 
Army has all arrived, the Frankfurt people just .come 
in ; 30,000 of us now in Camp at Gorgast. Friedrich 
orders straightway that a certain Russian Redoubt on 
the other side of the River, at Schaumburg, a mile 
or two down stream, be well cannonaded into ruin, — 
as if he took it for some incipiency of a Russian Bridge, 
or were himself minded to cross here, under cover of 
Ctistrin. Friedrich's intention very certainly is to cross, 

— here or not just here; — and that same night, after 
some hours of rest to the Frankfurt people, — night of 
Tuesday- Wednesday, Friedrich, having persuaded the 
Russians that his crossing-place "will be their Redoubt 
at Schaumburg, marches ten or twelve miles down the 
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River, silently his 30,000 and he, till opposite the Vil- 
lage of Giistebiese; rapidly makes his Bridges there, 
nnmolefited: Fermor, with his eye on the cannonaded 
Redoubt only^ has expected no such matter; and is 
much astonished when he hears of it, twenty hours 
after. Friedrich, across with the. vanguard, at an early 
hour of Wednesday, gets upon the knoll at Gtlstebiese 
for a view: and all Gustebiese, hearing of him, hurries 
out,, with low- voiced tremulous blessings, irrepressible 
tears: "God reward your Majesty, that have come to 
us!" — and there is a hustling and a struggling, among 
the women especially, to kiss the skirts of his coat. 
Poor souls: one could have stood tremendous cheers; 
but this is a thing I forgive Friedrich for being visibly 
affected with. 

Friedrich leaves his baggage on the other side of 
the Oder, and the Bridge guarded; our friend Hordt, 
with his Free-Corps, doing it. Friedrich marches for- 
ward some ten miles that night; eastward, straight for 
Gross KAmin, as if to take the Russians in rear; en- 
camps at a place called Klossow, spreading himself 
obliquely towards the Miitzel (black sluggish tributary 
of the Oder in those parts), meaning to reach Neu 
Damm on the Miitzel tomorrow, there almost within 
wind of the Russians, and be ready for crossing on 
them. It was at Klossow (23d August, evening), that 
the Hussars brought him in their dozen or two of Cos- 
sacks, and he had his first sight of Russian soldiery; 
by no means a favourable one, "Ugh, only look!" — 
As we are now approaching Zomdorf, and the monstrous 
tug of Battle which fell out there, readers will be glad 
of the following: 

"From Damm on the Miitzel, where Friedrich intends 
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crossing it tomorrow night, south to Gross Kamin, not far 
from the Warta, where Fermor's headquarter lately was, 
may be about five miles. From CUstrin, Kamin lies north- 
east about eight or ten miles: Zomdorf, the most con- 
siderable Village in this tract, lies, — little dreaming of the 
sad glory coming to it, — pretty much in the centre between 
big Warta and smaller Mutzel. The Country is by nature 
a peat- wilderness, far and wide; but it has been tamed 
extensively: grows crops, green pastures; is elsewhere 
covered witn wood (Scotch fir, scraggy in size, but evidently 
under forest managements perhaps half the country is in 
Fir tracts, what they call Heiden (Heaths)^ the cultivated 
spaces lyin^ like light-^een islands with black-green 
cnannels and expanses of circumambient Fir. The Drewitz 
Heath, the Massin or Zicher Heath, and others about Zom- 
dorf, will become notable to us. The Country is now much 
drier than in Friedrich's time ; the human spade doing its 
duty everywhere: so that much of the Battle-ground has 
become irreco^nisable, when compared with the old marshy 
descriptions given of it. Zomdorf, a rough substantial 
Hamlet, has nothing of bo^^ now visible near by; lies 
east to west, a firm broad highway leading through: a sea 
of forest before it, to south; to north, good dry barley- 
grounds or rye-grounds, sensibly rising for half a mile , then 
waving about in various slow slight changes of level to- 
wardsQuartschen, Zicher, &c. : forming an irregular cleared 
4sland,' altogether of })erhaps four miles by three , with un- 
limited circumambiencies of wood. It was here, on this 
island as we call it, that the Battle, which has made Zom- 
dorf famous, was fought. 

" Zomdorf Tor even the open ground half a mile to north of 
it, which will be more important to us) is probably not 50 
feet above the level of the Miitzel, nor 100 above Warta and 
Oder, six miles off; but it is the crown of the Country; — 
the ground dropping therefrom, every way, in lazy dull 
waves or swells; towards Tamsel and Gross Kamin on 
south-east; towards Birken-Busch , Quartschen, Dar- 
miitzel* on north-west; as well as towards Damm and its 
Bridge north-east, where Friedrich will soon be, and to- 

• Dor of the MUtzel, whatever "JDar" may be. 
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'^ wards Ciistrin south-west, where he lately was, each a five 
" or six miles from Zomdori. 

"Such is the poor moorland tract of Country; Zomdorf 
"the centre of it, — where the Battle is likely to be : — Zom- 
"dorf and environs a bare quasi-island among these woods; 
^'extensive bald crown of the landscape , girt with a frizzle of 

' '^ ' ' especially on 

north 
what 

is much to be marked by readers here, "from the south ^ or 
"Zomdorf side, at wide intervals, there saunter along, m a 
"slow obscure manner, Three miserable continuous LetuLages, 
"or oozy Threads of Water, all making for Quartschen, to 
"north or north-west, there to disembogue into the Miitzel. 
"Each of these has its little Hollow; of which the westem- 
"most, called Zabem Hollow (Zdberngrund)^ is the most con- 
"siderable, and the most important to us here: Galgengrund 
"(Gallows Hollow) is also worth naming in this Battle; the 
"third Leakage, though without importance, invites us to 
"name it, Hosebruch, quasi ^Sfocfen^-quagmire, — because 
"you can use no stockings there, except with manifest disad- 
" vantage." — Take this other conclumn^ trait: 

* * "Inexpressible fringe of marsn, two oc three miles 
"broad, mostly oottomless, woven with sluggish creeks and 
"stagnant pools, borders the Warta for many miles, towards 
"Landsber^; Ciistrin-Landsberg Causeway the alone sure 
"footing in it; after which, the country rises insensibly, but 
"most beneficially, and is mainly dryer till you get to the 
"Mutzel again, and find the same fringe of mud lace-work 
"again. Zomaorf we called the crown of it. Tamsel, 
" Wilkersdorf , Klein Kamin , Gross Kamin, and other places 
"known to us, lie on the dry turf-fuel country, but looking 
^^over close upon the hem of that marsh-fringe, and no doubt 
"getting peats, wild-ducks, pike-fishes. ee£, and snatches of 
"summer pastiure and cow-hay out of it. 

Thursday, August 24th, Friedrich is again speeding 
on; occupying Darmiitzel, and other crossing places of 
the Miitzel;* — by no means himself crossing there; 

* Mitchell to Holderness, "D^rmitzel, 24th Angost 1758" {Memoirs and 
Papers, i. 485; lb. u. 40-47, MItehell*« Privatd Joarnftl). 
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on (ihe contrajy, careftilly breaking all the Bridges be- 
fore lie go ("No retreat for those Enssian vagabonds, 
only death or surrender for them!") — himself not in- 
tending to cross till he be np at Damm, Neu Danun, 
well eastward of his Russians, and have got them all 
pinfolded between Miitzel and Oder in that way. In 
the evening, he reaches Damm and the Mill of Damm, 
some three or four miles higher up the Miitzel; — and 
there pushes partly across at once. That is to. say, his 
vanguard at once, and takes a defensive position; his 
Artillery and other Divisions, by degrees, in the silent 
night hours; and, before day-break tomorrow, every 
soul will be across, and the Bridge broken again; — 
and Fermor had better have his accounts settled. 

Former's roving Cossack clouds seldom bring him 
in intelligence; but only return stained with charcoal 
grime, and red murder: up to late last night, he had 
not known where Friedrich was at all; had idly thought 
him busy with the Schaumburg Redoubt, on the other 
side of Oder, fencing and precautioning: but now 
(night of the 23d), these Cossacks do come in with 
news, "Indisputable to our poor minds, the Prussians 
are at B[lossow: yonder, — captured a dozen green 
vagabonds of us, and have sent us galloping!" — 
which news, with the night closing in on him, was 
astonishing, thrice and four times important to Fermor, 

Instantly he raises the siege of Ciistrin, any siege 
there was; gets his immense baggage-train shoved off 
that night to Klein Kamin, Landsberg way; summons 
the force from Landsberg to join him without loss of 
a moment; — and in the mean while, pitches himself 
in long bivouac in the Drewitz Wood or Fir-Heath, 
with the quaggy Zabemgrund in front. Quaggy Zabem- 
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grand, — do readers remember it; one of those "Three 
continuons Leakages," very important to Fermor and 
OS at present? This is the safest place Fermor can 
find for himself; scraggy firs around, good quagmires 
and Zabem Hollow in front; looking to the east, wait- 
ing what a new day will brixig. That was Fermor's 
posture, while Friedrich quitted Klossow in the dawn 
of the 24th. Be busy, ye Cossack doggeries; return 
with news, not with mere grime and marks of blood on 
your mouths! 

Evening of the 24th, Cossacks report that Fried- 
rich has got to Damm Mill; has hold of the Bridge 
there; and may be looked for, sure as the daylight to- 
morrow. Fermor is 50,000 odd, his Landsberg forces 
all coming in; one Detachment out Stettin way, which 
cakinot come in; Fermor finds that his baggage-train is 
fairly on the road to Klein Kamin; — and that he 
will have to quit this bosky bivouac, and fight for him- 
self in the open ground, or do worse. 



Theseus cmd the Minotaur over again^ — that is to say^ 
Friedrich at Handgrips with Fermor and his Russians 
(25th August 1758). 

Artless Fermor draws out to the opeji ground, north 
of Zomdorf , south of Quartschen ; arranges himself in 
huge quadrilateral mass, with his "staff-baggage" (lighter 
baggage) in the centre, and his front, so to speak, every 
where.* Maas, say two. miles long by one mile broad; 
but it is by no means regular, and has many zigzags 

* BxeeUent Plan of him, or rather Plans, in his successive shapes, la 
Wehske, u. (f/atw 4, 6, 6, 7, 8). 
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according to the ground, and narrows and droops south- 
ward on the eastern end: one of the most artless ar 
rangements; but known to Fermor, and the readiest on 
this pinch of time. Miinnich devised this quadrilateral 
mode; and found it good against the Turks, and their 
deluges of raging horse and foot: Fermor could perhaps 
do better; but there is such a press of huny. Fermor's 
western flank, or biggest breadth of quadrilateral, leans 
on that Zabem Hollow, with its fine quagmires; his 
eastern, narrowest part, droops down on certain mud- 
pools and conveniences towards Zicher. Gallows Hol- 
low, a slighter than the Zabem, runs through the centre 
of him; and, with his best people, he fronts towards 
the Mtitzel Bridges, especially towards Damm Mill 
Bridge, whence Friedrich will emerge, sure as the sun- 
rise, one knows not with what issue. Artless Fermor 
is nothing daunted; nor are his people; but stand pa- 
tiently under arms, regardless of future and present, to 
a degree not common in soldiering. 

Friday, August 25th, by half past three in the morn- 
ing, Friedrich is across the Miitzel; self and Infantry 
by Damm-Mtitzel Bridge, cavalry by another Bridge 
{Kersten-hrugge ^ means "Christian Bridge," in the dia- 
lect of Charlemagne^s time, a very old arrangement of 
Successive Logs up there!) some furlongs higher up. 
The Bridge at Damm is perhaps some three miles from 
the nearest Russians about Zicher; but Friedrich has 
no thought of attacking Fermor there; he has a quite 
other program laid, and will attack Fermor precisely 
on the side opposite to there. • Friedrich's intention is 
to sweep quite round this monstrous Russian Quadri- 
lateral; to break in upon it on the western flank, and 
hurl it back upon Miitzel and its quagmires. He has 
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broken his two bridges after passing, all bridges are 
gone there, and the country is bottomless: surrender at 
discretion if once you are driven thither! And Fried- 
rich's own retreat, if he fail, is short and open to 
Oiistrin. "Admirable," say the critics, "and altogether 
in Friedrich's style!" — Friedrich, adds one Critic, 
was not aware that the Kussian Heavy-Baggage Train, 
which is their powderflask and breadbasket and staff of 
life, lies at Klein Kamin, within few miles on his left 
just now, Russians themselves on his right; that the 
Russians could have been abolished from those coun- 
tries without fighting at all! * This is very true. Fried- 
riches haste is great, his humour hot; and he has not 
heard of this Klein-Kamin fact, which in common times 
he would have done, and of which in a calmer mood 
he would, with a fine scientific gusto, have taken his 
advantage. 

Friedrich pours incessant southward; cavalry parallel 
to M^ Jl a certain dista.ce beyond Titwaxd 
of it; and they have burnt the Bridges; which is a 
carious fact! Continually southward, as if for Tamsel: 

— poor old Tamsel, do reMers recollect it at all, does 
Friedrich at all? No pleasant dinner, or lily-and-rose 
complexions, there for one to-day! — Some distance 
short of Tamsel, Friedrich, emerging, turns westward; 

— intending what on earth? thinks Fermor. Friedrich 
has been mostly hidden by the woods all this while, 
and enigmatic to Fermor. Fermor does now at last 
see the colour of the facts; — and that one^s chief front 
must diange itself to southward, one^s best leg and arm be 
foremost, or towards Zomdorf, not towards the Mfitzel as 
hitherto. Fermor stirs up his Quadrilateral, makes the 

* RetBow, 1. 805-8S9. 
Carlyie, Frederick the Great, XZ. 2 
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required change, '^ You, best or northern line^step across, 
and fix>nt southward; across to southward, I say; second- 
best go northward in their stead:" and so, with some other 
slight polishings, suggested by the ground and pheno- 
mena, we anew await this Prussian Enigma- with our 
best leg foremost The march or circular sweep of 
these Prussian lines, from Damm Bridge through the 
woods and champaign to their appointed place of action, 
is seven or eight miles; lines when htJted in battle* 
order will be two miles long or more. 

Friedrich pours steadily along, hoi^se and foot, by 
the rear of Wilkersdorf, of Zomdorf, — Russian Mino* 
taur scrutinising him in that manner with duU blood- 
shot' eyes, uncertain what he will do. It is eight in 
the morning, hot August; wind a mere lull, but southemly 
if any. Small Hussar pickets ride to right of the main 
Army March; to keep the Cossacks in check: who are 
roving about, all on wing; and pert enough, in spite of 
the Hussar pickets. Desperado individuals of them 
gallop up to the Infantiy ranks, and fire off their pistols 
diere, — without reply; reply or firing, till the word 
come, is strictly forbidden. Infantry pours along, like 
« ploughman drawing his ftirrow, heedless of the cir- 
cling crows. Crows or Cossacks, finding they are not 
regarded, set fire to Zomdorf, and gallop off. 2k>mdorf 
goes up readily, mainly wood and straw; rolls in big 
douds of smoke far northward in upon the Bussian 
Minotaur, making him still blinder in the important 
momente now coming. 

Friedrich rides up to view the Zabem Hollow: 
** Beyond expectation deep; very boggy, too, with its 
foul leakage or brook: no attacking of their western 
flank through this Zabem-gnmd; — attack the comer 
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of them, then; here on the sonth-westi" That is Fried- 
rich's rapid resource. The lines halt, accordingly; 
make ready. Behind flaming Zomdorf stands his ex- 
treme left, which is to make the attack; infantry in 
front; horse to rear and farther leftwards, — and under 
the command of Beidlitz in this quarter, which is an 
important circumstance. Bight wing, reaching to be- 
hind Wilkersdorf , is to reftwe itself; whole force of 
centre is to push upon that Bussian comer, to support 
the left in doing it; — according to the Leuthen or 
Leuctrd principle, once more. May no mistakes occur 
in executing it this day! — 

The first division of the Prussian In^try, or ex- 
treme Left, marches forward by the west end of flam- 
ing Zomdorf; next division, which should stand close 
to right of it, or even behind it, in action, and follow 
it close into the Bussian fire, has to march by the east 
end of Zomdorf; this is a farther road, owing tx> the 
flames; and not a lucky one. Second division could 
never get into fair contact with that first division again: 
that was the mistake: and it might have been £fttal, 
but was hot, as we shall see. First division has got 
dear of Zomdorf, in advancing towards its Bussian 
business; — is striding forward, its left flank safe 
against the Zabern-grund; steadily by fixed stages, 
against the fated Bussian Comer, which is its point of 
attack. First division, second division, are clear of 
Zomdorf, though with a wide gap between them; are 
steadily striding forward toward^ the Bussian Comer. 
Two strong batteries, wide apart ^ have planted them- 
selves ahead; and are playing upon the Bnssian Qua- 
drilateral, their fires crossing at the due Comer yonder, 
with terrible effect; Bussian artillery, which are mul- 

2* 
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titttdinous and all gathered down to this soitth-w^Bteni 
comer, are responding, though with their fire spread^ 
and far less effectoal. The Prussian line steps on, ex- 
treme left perhaps in too animated a manner; their 
cannon batteries enfilade the thick mass of Bnssiana at 
a frightful rate (^^ forty-two men of a certain regiment 
blown away by a single ball,^^ in one instance*), driye 
the interior baggage-horses to despair: a very agitated 
Qwdrilateral, under its grim canopy of cannon amoke, 
and of straw smoke, heaped on it from the Zomdorf 
side here. ManteufiPel, leader of that first or leftmost 
division, sees the internal simmering; steps forward still 
more briskly, to firing distance; begins his platoon 
thunder, with the due steady ftuy, — had tiie second 
division but got up tq support Manteuffel! Tlie sdcoiid 
division is in fire too; but not dose to Manteiiffel, 
where it should be. 

Fennor notices the g«4[», the wavering of Manteuffd 
unsnpported; plunges out in immense torrent, horse and 
foot, into the gap, into Manteufiel's flank and fimat; 
huris Ifantraffd back, who has no support at hand: 
^'ilmA, JoNtki Victory, Victory (Hunah, Hunah)!" 
slMMit tiie RnsBiana, plunging wdd^ forward, sweeping 
all before them, capturing twenty^ix pieces of €ann0a» 
for one item. What a moment for Friedridi; lookiDg 
on h firom stome knoU somewhere nearZeindoi^ I sop- 
poae; hastily bidduig Setdlits strike in: ""SeUOits 
w>wr' Tlie hunahii^ Bussians cannel keep mk at 
Ikal rale tf «^>u^> lik« a b«Sik> stifiedei knt foil 
mti» hei^pa and gaf^: SeUUili^ with a ewiftaeai, witk a 
<lexlm^ beyond pnibck has pkked Us way actooi Aat 
yH^;gy ZahormHoUow; foUa, wiik m^^ &>000 k«M» m 
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the flank of this bi^ buffalo stampede; tumbles it into 
instant ruin; — which proves irretrievable, as the Prus- 
sian Infantry come on again, and back Seidlitz. 

In fifteen minutes more (I guess it now to be ten 
o'clock)i, the Russian Minotaur, this end of it, on to 
the Gallows Ground, is one wild mass. Seldom was 
there seen such a charge; issuing in such dehiges of 
wreck, of chaotic flight, or chaotic refosal to fLj, The 
Seidlitz cavalry went sabring till, for very fatigue, 
they gave it up, and could no more. The Russian 
horse fled to Kutzdorf, — Fermor with them, who saw 
no more of this Fight, and did not get back till dark; 
— had not the Bridges been burnt, and no crossing of 
the Mtltzel possible, Fermor never would have come 
back, and here had been the end of Zomdorf. Luckier 
if it had! But there is no crossing of the Mtltzel, 
there is only drowning in the quagmires there: — death 
any way; what can be done but die? 

The Russian infantry stand to be sabred, in the 
above manner, as if they had been dead oxen. More 
remote from Seidlitz, . they break open the sutlers' 
brandy-casks, and in few minutes get roaring drunk. 
Their offleers, desperate, split the brandy-casks; 8oldier» 
flap down to drii^ it from the puddles; furiously re- 
monstrate with their officers, and '^kill a good many 
of them*' (viele^ says Tielcke), especially the foreign 
sort ^^A frightfrd blood-bath,^' by all the Accounts: 
blood-bath, brandy-bath, and chief Nucleus of Chaos 
then extant above ground. Fermor is swept away: 
this dhaos, the very Prussians drawing back from it, 
wearied with massacring, lasts till about one o'clock. 
Up to the GtJlows-ground, the Minotaur is mere wreck 
aiid deliriam: but beyond the Gallows-ground, the other 
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half forms a new front to itself; becomes a new Mino- 
taur, though in reduced shape. This is Part First of 
the Battle of Zomdorf; Friedrich, — on the edge of 
great disaster at one moment, but miraculously saved, 
— has still the other half to do (unlucky that, he left 
no Bridges on the Miitzel), and must again change his 
program. 

Half of the Minotaur is gone to shreds in this 
manner; but the attack upon it, too, is spent: what is 
to be done with the other half of the monster, which is 
again alive; which still stands, and polypus-like has 
arranged a new life for itself, a new front against the 
Gralgen-grund yonder? Friedrich brings his right wing 
into action. Rapidly arranges right wing, centre, aU of 
the left that is disposable, with batteries, with cavalry; 
&r an attack on the opposite or south-eastern end of 
his monster. If your monster, polypus-like, come alive 
again in the tail part, you must fell that other head of 
him. Batteries, well in advance, begin work upon the 
new head of the monster, which was once his tail; 
fresh troops, long lines of them, pushing forward to 
begin platoon volleying: — tkne now, I should guess, 
about half-past two. Our infantry has not yet got 
within musket range, — when torrents of Russian 
Horse, Foot too following, plunge out; wide-flowing, 
stormfiilly swift; and dash against the coming attack. 
Dash against it; stagger it; actually tumble it back, in 
the centre part; take one of the batteries, and a whole 
battalion prisoners. Here again is a moment! Fried- 
rich, they say, rushed personally into this vortex; 
rallied these broken battalions, again rallied and led 
them up; but it was to no purpose: they could not be 
made to stand, these centre battalions; — ^^some sudden 
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panic in them, a thing unaccountable," says Tempelhof; 
"they are Dohna^s people, who fought perfectly at 
" JSgersdorf, and often elsewhere" (they were all in 
such a finely burnished state, the other ^ay; but have 
not biting talent, like the grass-devHs): enough, they 
fairly scour away, certain disgraceful battalions, and 
are not got ranked again till below Wilkersdorf, above 
a mile o£F; though the grass-devils, on both hands of 
them, stand grimly steady, left in this ominous 
manner. 

What would have become of the affair, one knows 
not, if it had not been that Seidlitz once more made 
his appearance. On Friedrich's order, or on his own, 
I do not know; but sure it is, Seidlitz, with sitxty-one 
squadrons, arriving froin some distance, breaks in like 
a Deu8 ex Machindy swift as the storm-wind, upon this 
Russian Horse-torrent; drives it again before him, like 
a mere torrent of chaff, back, ever back, to the shore 
of Acheron and the Stygian quagmires (of the Mfitzel, 
namely); so that it did not return again; and the 
Prussian Infantry had free field for their platoon 
exercise. Their rage against the Eussians was extreme; 
and ihsLt of the Russians corresponded. Three of these 
graas-devil battalions, who stood nearest to Dohna^s 
runaways, w«re natives of this same burnt-out Zomdorf 
Country; we may fancy the Platt-Teutsch hearts of 
them, and the sacred lightning, with a moisture to it, 
that was. in their eyes. Platt-Teutsch platooning, 
bayonet-charging, — on such terms no Russian or 
mortal Quadrilateral can stand it The Russian Mino- 
taur goes all to shreds a second time; but will not run. 
"No quarter!" — "Well, then none!" 

"Shortly after four o'clock," say my Accounts, "the 
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^firing,"' regular firing, ^^ altogether ceased; ammunition 
*^ nearly spent, on both ndes; Pmssiuis snatching cart- 
^^ ridge boxes of Russian dead;*^ and then began a tog 
of deadly massacring and wrestling man to man, ^^with 
^^ bayonets, with bntts of mnskets, with hands, even 
''with teeth (in some Russian instances), such as was 
''never seen before.^^ The Russians, beaten to firag- 
ments, would not run: whither run? Behind is Mtitsel 
and the bog of Acheron; — on Mtitsel is no bridge 
left; "the shore of MtLtzel is thick with men and horses, 
"who have tried to cross, and lie there swallowed in 
the ooze" — "like a pavement," says Tielcke. The 
Russians, — never was such vis inerttce as theirs now. 
They stood like sacks of day, like oxen already dead; 
not even if you shot a bullet through them, would diey fall 
at once, says Archenholtz, but were deliberate about it. 
Complete disorder reigned on both sides; except that 
the Prussians could always form again when bidden, 
the Russians not This busted till nightfidl, — Russians 
getting themselves shoved away on these horrid terms, 
and obstinate to take no other. Towards dark, there 
i^peared, on a distant knoll, something like a ranked 
body of them again, — some 2,000 foot and half as 
many horse; whom Th^micoud (superlative Swiss Cos- 
sack, usually written Demikof or Danikow) had picked 
up, and persuaded from the shore of Acheron, back to 
this knoU of vantage, and some cannon with ihom, 
Friedrich orders these to be dispersed again: General 
Forcade, with two battalions, taking the front of them, 
shall attai^ there; you, Grenoral Rauter, bring up those 
Dohna feBows again, and take them in flank. Forcade 
pushes on, Rauter too, — but at the first taste of 
cannon-shot, these poor Dohna-people (such their now 
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flniried, disgraced state of mind) take to flight again, 
worse than before; rash qnite through Wilkersdorf this 
time, into the woods, and can hardly be got together 
at all. Scandalous to think of. No wonder Friedrich 
^^ooked always askance on those regiments that had 
"been beaten at Gross Jagersdorf, and to the end of 
"his life gave them proofis of it:" * very natural, if the 
rest were like these! 

Of poor General Eauter, Tempelhof and the others, 
that can help it, are politely silent; only Saxon Tieleke 
tells us, that Friedrich dismissed him, "Go, you, to 
some other trade!" — which, on Prussian evidence too, 
expressed in veiled terms, I find to be the fact: MiUtair' 
Leaikan^ ol^ged to have an article on Sauter, is very 
brief about it-, hints nothing unkind; records his per- 
sonal intrepidity; and says, "in 1758, he, on his re- 
quest, had leave to withdraw," — poor soul, leave and 
more! 

Fwcade, left to himself, kept cannonading Th^mi- 
coud; Th^micoud responding, would not go; stood on 
his knoU of vantage, but gathered no strength: "Let 
him stand," said Friedrich, after some time; and Th^ 
raicoud melted in the shades of night, gradually towards 
the hither shore of Acheron, — that is, of Acheron- 
Mtftzel, none now attempting to pave it farther, but 
simmering about at their sad leisure there. Feldmar- 
sehall Fermor is now got to his people again, or his 
people to him; reunited in place and luck: such a chaos 
as Fermor never saw before or after. No regiment or 
battalion now is; mere simmering monads, this fine 
Army; officers doing tiieir utmost to cobUe it into 

* Retzow; — and still more emphatically, Briefe einea alien Preumachen 
Officiers (Hohenzollern, 1790), i, 84, n. 58, &c. 
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something of rank, without regard to regiments or qnar 
lities. Darkness seldom sank on such a scene. 

Wild Cossack parties are scouring over all paiis of 
the field; robbing the dead, murdering the wounded; 
doing arson, too, wherever possible; and even snatching 
at the Prussian cannon left rearwards, so that the Hus- 
sars have to go upon them again. One large mass of them 
plundering in the Hamlet of Zicher, the Hussars snr* 
rounded: the Cossacks took to the outhouses; squa.tted, 
ran, called in the aid of fire, their constant friend: above 
400 of them were in some big bam, or range of straw 
houses; and set fire to it, — but could not get out for 
Hussars; the Hussars were at the outgate: Not a devil 
of you! said the Hussars; and the whole four hundred 
perished there, choked, burnt, or slain by the Hussars, 
— and this poor Planet was at length rid of them.* 

Friedrich sends for his tent-equipages; .and the 
Army pitches its camp in two big lines, running north 
and south, looking towards the Russian side of things; 
Friedrich^s tent in front of the first line; a warrior King 
among his people, who have had a day's work of it 
The Russian loss turns out, when counted, to Jbave 
been 21,529 killed, wounded and missing, 7,990 of 
them killed; the Prussian sum-total is 11,390 (above 
the Prussian third man), of whom 3,680 slain. And 
on the shores of Acheron northward yonder, there still 
is a simmering. And far and wide the coxmtry is alight 
with incendiajy fires, — many devils still abroad. Ex- 
cellency Mitchell, about eight in the evening, is sent 
for by the King; finds various chief Generals, Seidlita 
among them, On their various businesses there; con- 
gratulates "on the noble victory" (not so conclusive 

* Helden-Geschichte, v. 166. 
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hitherto) ^^ which Heaven has granted your Majesty.^'. 
^^Had it not been for him," said Friedrich, — "Had 
it not been for him, things would have had a bad look 
by this time I" and turned his sun-eyes upon Seidlitz, 
with a fine expression in them.* To which Seidlitz'a 
reply, I £md, was an embarrassed blush, and of articu- 
late only, "Hm, no, ha, it was your Majesty^s Cavalry 
that did their duty, — but Wakenitz" (my second) 
"does deserve promotion!" — which Wakenitz, not in 
a too overflowing measure, got 

Fermor, during the night-watches, having cobbled 
himself into some kind of ranks or rows, moves down 
well westward of Zabem Hollow; to the Drewitz Heath, 
where he once before lay, and there makes his bivouac 
in the wood, safe under the fir-trees, with the Zabem- 
ground to front of him. By the above reckoning, 28 
or 29,000 still hang to Fermor, or floaty vaporously 
round him; with Friedrich, in his two lines, are some 
18,000: — in whole, 46,000 tired mortals sleeping 
thereabouts; near 12,000 others have fallen into a 
deeper sleep, not liable to be disturbed; — and of the 
wounded on the field, one shudders to imagine. 

Next day, Saturday 26th, Fermor, again brought 
into some Idnd of rank, and safe beyond the quaggy 
2iabem groand, sent out a proposal, "That there be 
Truce of Three Days for burying the deadl" — Dohna, 
who happened to be Genersd in command there, an- 
swers, "That it is customary for the Victor to take 
charge of burying the slain; that such proposal is sur- 
prising, and quite inadmissible, in present circum- 
stances." Fermor, in the mean while, had drawn him- 

* PreOBBf u. 153. Mitchell (tr. iS2) mentiona the Interview, nothing of 
Seidlitz. 
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self out, fronting bis late battlefield and the morning 
son; and b^an cannonading across the Zabem ground; 
too far off for bitting, bnt as if still intending figbt: to 
wbicb tbePmssians replied witb cannon, and drew out 
before their tents in fighting order. In both armies 
there was question, or talk, of attacking anew; bat in 
both ^^diere was want of ammunition,'' want of real 
likelihood. On Fermor's side, that of "attacking,'^ 
could be talk only, and on Friedrich's, besides the 
scarcity of ammunition, all creatures, foot and espe- 
' cially horse, were so worn out with yesterday's work, 
it was not judged practically expedient A while be- 
fore noon, the Prussians retired to their Camp again; 
leaving only the artillery to respond, so far as needful, 
and bow-wow across the Zabem-ground, till the Rus- 
sians lay down again. 

Friedrich's Hussars knew of the Russian Wagefir 
hurg, or general Baggage reservoirs, at Klein Kamin, 
by this time. The Hussars had been in it, last night; 
rummaging extensively, at discretion for some time; 
and had brought away much money and portable 
plunder. Why Friedrich, who lay direct between 
Fermor and his WagJanburg, did not, this day, extin- 
guish said Wagenburg, I do not know; but guess it 
may have been a fault of omission, in the great weltor 
this was now grown to be td the weary mind. Beyond 
question, if one had blown up Fermor's remaining 
gunpowder, and carried off or burnt his meal^sacks, he 
must have cowered away all the faster towards Lands- 
berg to seek more. Or perhaps Friedrich now judged 
it immaterial, and a question only of hours? 

About midnight of Saturday-Sunday, there again 
rose bow-wowing, bellowing of Russian cannon ; not from 
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beyond the Zabem-ground this time, nor stationary any? 
wh^re, but from the south some transient part of it, and 
not far off; — a l^ struck a carriage near the King's 
tenty aad shattered it Thick mist mantles everythingi 
and it is difficidt to know what the Bussians have oik 
hand in their sylvan seclusions. After a time, it be- 
comes manifest the Russians are on retreat; winding 
rounds through the southern woods, behind Zomdorf 
and the ^charred Villages, to ELlein Kamin, Landsberg 
way. Friedrich, following now on the heel of them^ 
finds all got to Klein Kamin, to breakfast there in thei^ 
Wag^iburg refectory, — sharply vigilant, many fleches 
(little arrow-shaped redoubts, so called) and much ar- 
tilleiy round them. Nothing considerable to be done 
upon them, now or afterwards, except pick up strag- 
glers, and distress their rear a little. The King him- 
self, in the first movement, was thought to be in alarm- 
ing peril, such a blaze of caseshot rose upon him, as 
he went reconnoitring foremost of all. *. 

And this was, at last, the end of Zomdorf Battle; 
on the third day this. Was there ever seen such a fight 
of Tlieseus and the Minotaur! Theseus, rapid, dextrous, 
with Heaven's lightning in his eyes, seizing the Mino- 
taur; lassoing him by the hinder foot, then by the right 
horn; pourmg steel and destruction into him, the v^ 
dust darkening all the air. Minotaur refusing to d^ 
when killed; tumbling to and fro upon its Theseus; the 
two lugging and tugging, flinging one another about, 
and describing figures of 8 round each other, for three 

* Tempelhof; n. 216-288; Tieloke, n. 79-154; Archenliolta, i. 858-264; 
nOden-Geschichte, t. 156-179 (with miuiy Lists, prlrate Letters and the 1ik« 
dMidU)}4e. 
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days before it ended. Minotaiir walking off en Iub own 
feet, after alL It was the bloodiest battle of the Seven- 
Years War; one of the most fiirioas ever fought; such 
lage possessing the individual elements; rage nnnsoal 
in modem wars. Mnst have altered Friedrich^s notion 
of the Bossians, when he next comes to speak with 
KeitL It was not till the fourth day hence (August 31st), 
so unattackably strong was this position at Klein Kamin, 
that the Bussian Minotaur would fairly get to its feet a 
second time, and slowly stagger off, in real earnest, 
Landsberg way, and Konigsberg way; — Friedrich 
right glad to leave Dohna in attendance on it; and 
hasten off (September 2d) towards Saxony and Prince 
Henri, where his presence is now become veiy needful. 
Fermor, walking off in this manner, — not till the 
third day, nay not conclusively till the seventh day, 
after Zomdorf , — strove at first to consider himself 
victorious. ^I passed the night on the field of battle** 
(or not fiir firom it, for good reasons, Mfitiel being 
bridgeless): ^^may not I, in the language of enthusiasm, 
be considered conqueror? Here are 26 of their cannon, * 
got* when I cried *Arah!' prematurely. (Where the 
103 pieces of my own are, and my 27 flags, and my 
Aimy-chest and sundries? Dropped somewhere; they 
iriU probably turn up again!)'* thinks Fermor, — or 
sbnves^to think, and says. So that, at Petersboig, at 
Paris and Vienna, in the next three weeks, there were 
Te Dewns, Ambrosian chantings, fires-of-joy; and con- 
siderable arguing among the Gkuietteers on both parts, 
— till the dust settled, and fiicts appeared as they were. 
To the effect: "TV Deum >'0.\ hmdamus; alas no, we 
must retract; and it was good gunpowder thrown after 
bad!*' 
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On always homewards, but at its own pace, waited 
on byDohna, goes the Russian Monster; violently* case*- 
shotting if you prick into its rearward parts. One Pabn- 
bmdi, with a Detachment of 15,000, which was thought 
soffiMnent for the object, did try to make a dash on Col- 
beorg, — how happy had we any port on the Baltic, to 
feed us in this Country! But though Colberg is the 
paltriest croVs-nest (bicogue), according to all enginoew, 
and is defended only by .700 militia (the Colonel of 
them, one Heiden, a gray old Halfpay, not yet re- 
nowned in tiie soldier world, as he here came to be), 
Palmbach, with his best diligence, could make nothing 
of it; but, after battering, bombarding, even scalading, 
and in all ways blurting and blazing at a mighty rate for 
four weeks, and wasting a great deal of gunpowder 
and 2,000 Russian lives, witiidrew on those remarkable 
terms. * And did then, as tail of Fermor, what Fermor 
and the Russian Monster was universally doing, make 
off at a good pace, — having nothing to live upon 
farther, — and vanish from those Countries, to the re- 
lief of Dohna and mankind. 

September 2d, Friedrich, leaving all that, had 
marched for Saxony; his presence urgentiy required 
there. Daun ought to be far on with the conquest of 
that Country? Might have had- it, say judges, if he 
had been as swift as some. — At Zomdorf , among 
the Russian Prisoners were certain Grenerals, Soltikof, 
Gzemichef, Sulkowski the Pole, proud people in tiieir 
own eyes: no lodgmg for them but the cellars of Ctlstrin. 

• In Helden-Geschichte, v. 349^65 ("Sd-Slst October 1768 *"), a complete 
«ad minute Journal of this First Siege of Colberg, which ia interesting to 
read of, m all the Three of them are. 
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Russian Oenerals oomplamed, ''Is (ids a lodging for 
Field Offioeni of rankl" Friedrieh was not used to 
profane swearing, or vituperative outbursts; but he an-* 
sweredto the effect: ''Silence, 70 incendiary individuals: 
Is there a choice left of lodgings, and for you above 
others!*' Upon which they lay silent for some days, 
till better suited; in fact, tin exchanged, — and perhaps 
will BO<m tun up on us again. 
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CHAPTEE XIV. 

BATTLE OF HOCHEIRCH. 

So soon as Friedrich quitted Bohemia and Silesia 
for bis Bossian Enterprise, there rose high question at 
Vienna, "To what shall onr Dann now turn himself?" 
A Daun, a Reichs Army, free for new employment; 
in Saxony not much to oppose them, in Silesia almost 
nothing in comparison. "Recapture of Silesia?" Yes 
truly; that is the steady pole-star at Vienna. But they 
have no Magazines in Silesia, no Siege-furnitures; and 
the season is far spent. They decide that there shall 
be a stroke upon Dresden, and recovery of Saxony, 
in Friedrich's absence. Nothing there at present but a 
Prince Henri, weak in numbers, say one to two of the 
Reichs Army by itself. Let the Reichs Army rise now, 
and advance through the Metal Mountains from south- 
east on Prince Henri; let Daiin circle round on him, 
through the Lausitz from north-east: cannot they ex- 
tinguish Henri between them; snatch Dresden, a weak 
ill-forti£ed place, by sudden onslaught, and recapture 
Saxony? That will be magnanimous to our august 
Allies; — - and that will be an excellent scaffolding 
for recapture of Silesia next year. And cannot Daun 
leave a Force in the Silesian vicinities, — DeviUe 
with so many thousands, Harsch with so many, — to 
besiege one of their Frontier Places; 'Neisse, for 
example? Siege- frimitures to come from M^en: 

Carljfle, Frederick the Great, XI. 3 
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Neisse is not farther £rom Olmtitz than Okntitz was 
from it. 

That was the scheme fallen npon; now getting 
executed while Friedrich is at Zomdorf well away. 
And that, if readers fix it intelligently in their memory, 
will snf&ce to introduce to them the few words more 
that can be allowed us here upon it A very few words, 
compressed to the utmost, — merely as preface to 
Hodikirch, whither we must hasten; Hochkirch being 
the one incident which, except to studious soldiers, has 
now and here any interest, out of the very many incidents 
which, then and there, were so intensely interesting to 
all mankind. To readers who are curious, and will take 
with them any poorest authentic Outline of the LocaUties 
concerned, the following condensed Note will not be 
unintelligible. 

Daun and the Reichs Army invade Saxony^ in Friedrich^s 

Absence. 

"Daun , pushing out with his best speed , along the Bohe- 
"mian-Silesian border, had got to Zittau, August f/th; which 
"poor City is to be his basis and storehouse; the greatest 
"activity and wagoning now visible there," — among the 
burnt walls getting rebuilt. "And in the same days, Zwei- 
" briick and his Reichs Army are vigorously afoot; Zweibriick 
"pushing across the Metal Mountams , the fastest he can ; in- 
" tending to plant himself in Pima Country. Not to mention 
"General Domb^le, Zweibriick's Austrian Second; who has 
" the Austrian 15,000 with him j and , by way ofpreface , has 
"emerged to westward, in Zwickau-Tschopau Country; cal- 
"culatmg that Prince Henri will not be able to attend to him 
"lust now. And in effect Prince Henri , intent upon Zwei- 
"briick and the Pima Country, takes position m the old 
"Prussian ground there (* head-quarter Gross Seidlitz,' as in 
"1756); and can only leave a Detachment in Tschopau 
"Country to wait upon Dombale ; who does at least shoot out 
"Croat parties, 'quite across Saxony, to Hidle all Ihe way,' 
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''and entertain the Gazetteers, if he can do little real mis- 
« chief. 

^^ August 19ih^ fromZittau, Daun, after short pause, again 
^'piuhes forward, — nothing but Ziethen attending him in the 
^'aistance, till we see whitherward; — Margraf Karl waiting 
*' impatient, atGriissau, tiU Ziethen see.* Daim, soon after 
''Zittau, shoots out Loudon, Brandenburg way, as if mag- 
^'nanimoosly intending * cooperation with the Russians;* 
''which would giye Daun pleasure, coiild it be done without 
"cost. Loudon does despatch a 500 hussars to Frankfort" 
(Friedrich now gone for Ciistrin), " who, I think, carry a Letter 
"for Fermor there ; but lose it by the way," — for the benefit 
of readers , if they will wait. " Loudon captures a poor little 
"place in Brandenburg itself; bullies it into surrender, after 
•' a day (the very day of Zomdorf Battle , * August <25th *) : — 
"place called Peitz, garrisoned by forty-five mvalids; who 
"go on 'free withdrawal,* poor old souls, and leave their 
"exiguous stock of salt- victual and military furnitures to 
"Loudon.** Upon which Loudon whirls back out of those 
" Ck)untries; finding his skirts trodden on by Ziethen, — who 
"now sees what Daun and he are at; and warns Margraf 
"Karl" (properly Keith , who has now joined again, as real 
president or chiei) " That hither is the way. Margraf Karl, on 
"the slip for some time past, starts from Griissau instantly (I 
"should guess, not above 25,000 of all arms); leaving Fouquet 
"with perhaps 10,000 to do his utmost, when Genersus Harsch 
"and JDeville with their 20 or 30,000 come upon Silesia and 
"him, — as indeed they are^tlready doing; already blockad- 
" ing Neisse , more or less , witli an eye to besieging it so soon 
"as possible. 

"Meanwhile, Serene Highness of Zweibriick, theReichs- 
"folk and some Austrians with him, prefaced by Dombdle 
"more to westward, is wending into Pima Countn^; and, in 
"spite of what Prince Henri can do (Mayer ana the Free 
"Onpfl shiningly dili^nt, and Henri one of the watchfollest 
"of men), Zweibruck does get in; setsMaguire with Austrians 
"upon besieging Pima, that is to say, the Sonnenstein of 
"Punoa; 3d^th September, gets the Sonnenstein, a thought 



• TnuptShoU n. 858, 260 et seq. 
•* In Ueldei^Getchichte, y. 229-232, tlie "Capitulation'' in ^tenso^ 

3* 
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"sooner than was counted on;* and roots himself there^ — 
'** headquarters inStruppen* again, * bridge at Ober-Raden' 
"again, all as in 1756; which, if nothing else can well doit, 
**maj give his Highness a momentary interest with some 
"readers, here. Prince Henri is at Gross Seidlitz, alive every 
"fibre of him : but with Daun circling round to northward on 
"his left, intending evidently to take him in flank or rear; 
"withDombale ali'eady to rear, in the above circumstances, 
" on his right ; and Zweibriick himself lying here in front free 
" to act, and impre^able if acted ujpon : what is Prince Henri 
"to doV It is for Henri's rear, not his flank, that Daun aims: 
" August 26th, Daun , who had got to Gorlitz , a march or two 
"from Zittau, started again at his best step b}r the Bautzen 
" Highway towards Meissen Bridge, a 70 or 80 miles down t^e 
"£Jbe: there Daun intends to cross, and to double back upon 
"Dresden and Prince Henri; who will thus find humelf 
" enclosed between three fires , — if two were not enough , or 
" even if one (the Daun one itself, or the Zweibriick itself] 
"not to count the Dombslle) , in such strength as Prince Henri 
"haa! 

"A lost Prince Henri, — if there be not shift in him, if 
" there be not help coming to him ! Prince Henri, seeing how 
"it was, drew back from Gross Seidlitz; with beautifiu sud- 
" denness, oneni^ht ; unmolested : in the morning, Zweibriick's 
"hussars find mm {)osted inexpugnable on the Heights of 
"Gahmig, — which is nearer Dresden a sood step; nearer 
"Dombale ; and not so ready to be enclosed by Daun, without 
" enclosure of Dresden too. Primee Henri's manoeuvering , in 
"this difficult situation, is the admiration of military men: 
"how he stuck by Gahmig; but threw out, in the vital points, 
"little camps, — *campof Kesselsdorf' (a place memorable), 
" on the west of Dresden; and on the east, in the north Suburo 
" of Dresden itself, across the River (should we have to go 
"across the River for Daun's sake), a ^strong abatis;' and 
" neglected nothing ; self, and everybody under him, lively as 
" eagles to make themselves dangerous , Mayer in particular 
"distinguishing himself much. Prince Henri would have 
"been a hard morsel for Daun. But beyond that, there is help 
"on the road." 

* Jn IJelden-Geschichtc, v. 223-228, account of this poor Siege , and of 
the moyements before and after. 
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Friedrich intervening^ Daun draws hack; entrenches him- 
§elfy in Neighbourhood to Dresden and Pima; Friedrich 
following Mm. Four Armies standing there^ in dead Lock, 
for a Month; ivith Issue ^ a Flank March on the Part of 
Friedrich's Army^ — which halts at HochMrch (September 
12th — October 10th, 1758). 

Datin, since Angust 26th, is striding towards Meissen 
Bridge; without rest, day after day, at the very top of 
his spee^, — which I find is "nine miles a day;"* 
Bos being of heavy foot, at his best. September 1st, 
Daun has got within ten miles of Meissen Bridge, 
when — Here is news , my friends : King of Prussia 
has beaten our poor Russians; will soon be in full 
march this way ! King of Prussia and Markgraf Karl 
both bending hitherward; at the rate, say of "nineteen 
miles a day," instead of nine: — Meissen Bridge is 
not the thing we shall want! Daun instantly calls halt, 
at this news; waits, entrenches; and, in a day or two, 
finding the news true, hurries to rearward all he can. 
From the Russian side too, Daun has heard of Zomdorf, 
and the grand "Victory" of Fermor there; but knows 
well, by this sudden reemergence of the Anti-Fermor, 
what kind of Victory it is. 

Was it here while waiting about Meissen, or where 
was it, that Daun got his Letter to Fermor answered 
in that singular way? The letter of two weeks ago, 
— carried by Loudon's Hussars or by whomsoever, — 
for certain, it was retorted, or returned upon Daun; 
not as if from the Dead-Letter Office, but with an 
Answer he little expected! Here is what record I have; 
very vague for a well-known little fact of sparkling 
nature: 

* Tempelhof, n. 261. 
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"A curious Letter fell into Friedrich's hands" (Bearer, I 
alwaj^s guess , the Loudon Hussar-Captain with his 500 , pre- 
tending to form junction with Fermor), '^Pussian HuBsam 
** picking it up somewhere, — date, place, circumstances, 
*' blurred into oblivion in those poor Books; Letter itself in- 
" disputable enoug:h , and Answer following on it; Letter and 
''Answer substantially to this effect : 

"Daiin to Fermor'' (Probably from Zittau, by Loudon's 

Hussars). 

" Your Excellenz does not know that wily Enemy as I do. 
''By no means get into battle with such a one. Cautiously 
" manoeuvre about; detain him there, till I have got my stroke 
" in Saxony done : don't try fighting him. — Daun." 

^^ Answer as from Fermor (Zomdorf once done^ Daun, by the 
** first opportunity got his Answer, duly signed 'Fermor,' 
" but evidently in a certain King's handwriting) : 

"Your Excellenz was in the ri^ht to warn me against a 
* ' cunning Enemy , whom you knew better than I. Here have 
" I tried fighting him , and got beaten. Your unfortunate — 
"Fermor.'^* 

Sept^ember 9th, Friedrieh and Margraf E^arl, cor- 
rect to their appointment, meet at Grossenhayn, some 
miles north of Meissen and its Bridge; by which time 
Daun is clean gone again, back well above Dresden 
again, strongly posted at Stolpen (a place we once 
heard of, in General Haddick's time, last Year), well 
in contact with Daun's Pima friends across the River, 
and out of dangerous neighbourhoods. Friedrieh and 
the Margraf have followed Daun at quick step; but 

* Mailer, Kurs^efasste Beschreibung der drei Schlesischen KfHege (Ber- 
lin, 1755);' in whom, alone, of all the reporters, is the story given in an 
intelligible form. This Miiller^s Book is a meritoriously brief Summary, 
Incorrect in no essential particular, and with all the Battle-Plans on one 
copper-plate: Lieutenant MVLller, this one; notiVo/'essorMilller a<ia«Schott- 
miiUer by any means I 
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Daim would panse nowhere, till he got to Stolpen, 
among the bushy gullets and chasms. September 12th, 
Friedrich had speech of Henri, and the pleasure of 
dining with him in Dresden. Glad to meet again, 
under fortuliate management on both parts; and with 
much to speak and consult about. 

A day or two before, there had lain (or is said to 
have lain) a grand scheme in Daun: Zweibriick to 
burst out from Pima, by daybreak, and attack the 
Camp of Gahmig in front (35,000 against 20,000); 
Daun to cross the River on pontoons, some hours 
before, under cloud of night and be ready on rear and 
left flank of Gahmig (with as many supplemental 
thousands as you like): what can save Prince Henri? 
Beautiful plan; on which there were personal meetings 
and dinings together by Zweibriick and Daun; but 
nothing done.* At the eleventh hour, say the Austrian 
accounts, Zweibriick sent word, "impossible tomorrow; 
cannot get in my Out-Parties in time!" — and next 
day, here is Friedrich come, and a collapse of every- 
thing. Or perhaps there never seriously was such a 
plan? Certain it is, Daun takes camp at Stolpen, a 
place known to him, one of the strongest posts in 
Germany; entrenches himself to the teeth, — good rear- 
guard towards Zittau and the Magazines; River and 
Pima on our left flank; Loudon strong and busy on 
our right flank, barring the road to Bautzen; — and 
obstinately sits there, a very bad tooth in the jaw of a 
certain King; not to be extracted by the best kinds of 
forceps and the skilfullest art, for nearly a month to 
come. Four Armies, Friedrich's, Henry's, Daun's, 
Zweibriick's, all within swords-stroke of each, — the 

* Tempelhof, n. 262-865. 
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^H^watvi' world is on tiptoe. But except 

M^ci >iutUiigs and rubbings upon Stolpen 

»vit.t). ajLid at length north-east side), all is 

V.V ^»**^ nothing comes of it. 

'».Kvi^va UiiH his food convenient from Dresden; 

. . ,.\ui to IVautzen withal is what he cannot do 

» :uul there lies the sorrow, and the aching ^ 

s,^ u* .AvUi knows well, and this jaw well! Harsch 
» .. IVvillo arti busy upon Neisse, have Neisse under 
'.VN^4%iiN ^'trhaps upon Kosel too, for some time past,* 
H.s^i. uv Ciurtiiig the siege-stock to begin bombardement: 
.^ \\v.%\l W Silesia, before very long, Friedrich must and 
>iiiil hiiYt^ Friedrich^s operations on Daun in this post 
.v\« (Mktiontly artful, and curious to look upon, but 
Ss\\\Mii( (U\scription here: enough to say, that in the 
'^lOxHMiit week he makes his people hut themselves 
^^ «v%Uicm: wet and bad) ; and in die fourth week, finding 
kHt nothing contrivable would provoke Daun into 
<^htiiig, — he loads at Dresden provisions for I think 
uiuo clays; makes, from two or from three sides, a 
Miiiltlen spurt upon Loudon, who is Daunts northern 
^^utpost; brushes Loudon hastily away; and himself 
takes the road for Bautzen, by Daunts right flank, 
throMrn bare in this manner.** 

_ -Road for Bautzen; which is the road for Zittau 

w-ithal, for Daun's breadbasket, as well as for Neisse 

^^<i Harsh! Nine-days provision; that is our small outfit, 

11** ^^^ ^^^ ^^*^ ^^^ hands; and the waste world lies 
«iead. October Ist^ Retzow, as vanguard, sweeps 

earlier ^'*^ "bloek«ded more and mora*' Binoe Angast 4th (KomI itm 
****!!. or «i ^^^^ by Pandour people); not completely so, till Septonber 

To^T®*! *"1 October 26th: Heldeti-Geitohichte, v. 268-270. 

'Tempelhof, n.j278. 
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out the few Croats from Bautzen, deposits his meal- 
wagons there; occupies Hochkirch, and the hilly en- 
virons to east; is to take possession of Weissenberg 
especially, and of the Stromberg Hill and other strong 
points: which Eetzow punctually dqes, forgetting nothing, 
— exceps perhaps the Stromberg, not quite remembered 
in time; a thing of small consequence in Eetzow's view, 
since all else had gone right. 

Hearing of which, Daun, with astonishment, finds 
that he must quit those beautifully chasmy fastnesses of 
Stolpen, and look to his bread; which is getting to lie 
under the enemy's feet, if Zittau road be left yonder 
as it is. October bth^ after councils of war and delibera- 
tion enough, Daan gets under way;* cautiously, favoured 
by a night very dark and wet, glides through to right 
of Friedrich's people, softly along between Bautzen and 
the Pima Country; nobody molesting him, so dark and 
wet: and after one other march in those bosky solitudes, 
sits down at Kittlitz, — ahead or to east of Bautzen, 
of Hodhkirch, of Retzow and all Friedrich's people; — 
and again sets to palisading and entrenching there. 
Kittlitz, nearL5bau, there is Daun's new headquarter; 
Lobau Water, with its intricate hollows, his line of 
defence: his posts going out a mile to north and to 
south of Kittlitz. And so sits; once more blocking 
Zittau road, and quietly waiting what Friedrich will do. 

Fjriedrich is at Bautzen since the 7th; impatient 
enough to be forward, but must not till a second larger 
provision convoy from Dresden come in. Convoy once 
in, Friedrich hastens off, Tuesday 10th October, towards 
Weissenberg Country, where Eetzow is; some ten or 
twelve miles to eastward, — Zittau-ward, if that cEance 

* Tempelho^ n. 279. 
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to suit ns; Sflesift-wazd, as is sore to suit At the ^^Pass 
of Jenkowitz,^ short short way from Bantzoi, Pandoms 
attempt onr baggage; need to be battered off^ and again 
off: which apprises Friedrich that Dann^s whole Army 
is ahead in the nei^bonrhood somewhere. Marchings 
on, Friedrich, from the knoll of Hochkirch, shonlder 
of the sonthem Hills, gets complete view of Dann, — 
stretching north and sonth, at right angles -to the Zittan 
roads and to Friedrich, in tl^ waj we described; — 
and is a little surprised, and I conld gneas piqued, at 
seeing Daon in such a state of forwardness. ^^ Encamp 
here, then!"' he sajs, — here, on this row of Heights 
parallel to Dann, within a mile of Daon: jnst here, I 
tell 70a! under the yerj nose of Dann, who is above 
two to one of ns; and see what Dann will do. Marwitz, 
his £eiYonrite Adjutant, one of those free-spoken Mar- 
witzes, loyal, skilful, but liable to stiff fits, takes the 
liberty to remonstrate, argue; says at length. He, Mar- 
witz, dare not be concerned in Tnai-lring out such an 
encampment; not he, for his poor part! And is pat 
nndar arrest; and another Adjutant does it; cannon 
playing on his people and him, while engaged in the 
operation. 

Friedrich's obstinate rashness, this Tuesday ETening, 
has not wanted its abundant meed of blame, — rendered 
so emphatic by what befel on Saturday morning next 
His somewhat too authoritatiYe fixity; a certain radiancy 
of self-confidence, dangerous to a man; his sovereign 
contempt of Daun, as an inert dark mass, who durst 
undertime nothing: all this is undeniable, and worth 
our recognition in estimating Friedrich. One consider- 
ably extenuating circumstance does at last turn up, — 
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in the shape of a new piece of blame to the erring 
Friedrich; his sadden anger, namely, against the meri- 
torions General Retzow; his putting Retzow nnder arrest 
that Tuesday Evening: "How, General Retzow? You 
have not taken hold of the Stromberg for me!" That 
is the secret of Retzow: and on studying the ground 
yon will find that the Stromberg, a blunt tabular Hill, 
of good height, detached, and towering well up over 
all that region, might have rendered Friedrich^s position 
perfectly safe. "Seize me the Stromberg tomorrow 
morning, the first thing I" ordered Friedrich. And a 
Detachment went accordingly; but found Daun's people 
already there, — indisposed to go; nay determined not 
to go, and getting reinforced to unlimited amounts. So 
that the Stromberg was left standing, and remained 
Daun's; i^mished with plenty of cannon by Daun. 
Retzow's arrest, Retzow being a steady favourite of 
Friedrich's, was only of a few hours: "pardonable that 
oversight," thinks Friedrich, though it came to cost him 
dear. For the rest, I find, Friedrich's keeping of this 
Camp, without the Stromberg, was intended to end, the 
.third day hence: "Saturday 14th, then, since Friday 
proves impossible!" Friedrich had settled. And it did 
end, Saturday 14th, though at an earlier hour^ and with 
other results than had been expected. Keith said, "The 
Austrians deserve to be hanged if they don't attack us 
here." "We must hope they are more afraid of us than 
even of the gallows," answered Friedrich. A very 
dangerous Camp ; untenable without the Stromberg. Let 
us try to understand it, and Daun's position to it, in 
some slight degree. 

"Hochkirch (Highklik) is an old Wendish-Saxon VUlage, 
*' standing pleasantly on its Hilltop, conspicuous for miles round 
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" on all sides, or on all bat the sonth side, where it abuts upon 
'* other Heights, which gradually rise into Hills a good deal 
''higher than it. The Village hangs confusedly, a jumble of 
*' cottages and cole-garths, on the crown and north slope 
''of the Height; thatched, in part tiled, and built mostly 
"of rou^h stone-blocks, in our time, — not of wood, as 
"probably in Friedrich*s. A solid, sluttishly comfortable- 
"looking Village: with pleasant hay-fields, or long narrow 
"hay-stripes (eacn villager has his stripe) , reaching down to 
"the normem levels. The Church is near the top; Church- 
"yu^, and some little space farther, are nearly horizontal 
" ground, till the next Height begins sloping up again towards 
"me woody Hills southward. The view m)m this little 
" esplanade atop , still better from the Church belfiy , is wide 
" and pretty. Free on all sides except the south : pleasant 
"Heights and Hollows, of arable, of wood, or pasture; well- 
" watered by rushing Brooks, all making nortnward, direct 
"for Spree (the Berlin Spree) , or ebe into the Lobau Water, 
" which is the first big branch of Spree. 

"The place is still partly of Wendish speech; the Parson 
"has to preach one half of the Sunday in Wend , the other in 
" German. Among the Hilb to south ," well worth noting at 
present, "is one cafled Czamabog, or 'DeviFs Hill;' where the 
"Wendish Devil and his Witches (equal to any German on 
"his Blocksberg, or preternatural Brocken of the Harz) hold 
"their Annual Witches'-Sabbath, — a thing not to be contem- 




mtncacy 

"Hochkirch, and all about, I perceive the scene was woodier 
"then than now; — and must have looked picturesque enough 
" (had anybody been in quest of that) , with the multifarious 
" uniforms , and tented people sprinkled far and wide among 
"the leafy red-and-yellow of October 1758."* 

In the Village of Wuischke, precisely at the northern 
base of that shaggy Czamabog or Devirs-Hill, stand 
Loudon and 3,000 Croats and grenadiers, as the extreme 
left of Daun's position. Wuischke is nearly straight 

* Tourist's Note, September 1858. 
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south of Hoclikiroh; so far westward has London pnshed 
forward with his Croats, hidden among the Hills; 
thongh Dann's general position lies a good mile to east 
of Friedrich's: — irregnlarly north and soi^th, both 
Friedrich and Daun; the former ignorant what Croats 
and Loudonries there may be, among those Devil's 
Hills to his right; the latter not ignorant. Friedrich's 
right wing, Keith in command of it, stretches to Hoch- 
kirch and a little farther: beyond Hochkirch, it has 
Fonr flank Battalions in potence form, with proper 
vedettes and pickets; and above all, with a strong Bat- 
tery of Twenty Guns, which it maintains on the next 
Height immeidiately adjoining Hochkirch, and perceptibly 
higher than Hochkirch. This is the finis of Keith on 
his right; and, — except those vedettes, and pickets 
of Free-corps people, thrown out a little way a-head, 
into the bnshes, on that side, — Friedrich's right wing 
knows nothing of the shaggy elevations horrent with 
wood, which lie to southward; and merely intends to 
play its Twenty Cannon upon them, should they give 
birth to anything. This is Friedrich's posture on his 
right or south wing. 

From Hochkirch northward or nearly so, but sprinkled 
about in all the villages and points of strength, as far 
up as Drehsa and beyond Drehsa, to near Kotitz, a 
less important village, Friedrich extends about four 
miles; <ientre at Eodewitz, where his own headquarter 
is, above two miles north of Hochkirch. Not far from 
Bodewitz, but a little to left and ahead, stands his 
second and best Battery, of Thirty Guns; ready to play 
upon I/auska, a poor village, and its roadway, should 
the Austrians try anything there, or from their Strom- 
berg post, whidi is a good mile behind Lauska. His 
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strength, in these lines, some count to be only 28,000, 
or less. Four or five miles to north-east, in and behind 
Weissenberg (which we used to know last summer), 
lies Retzow, with perhaps 10 or 12,000, which will 
bring him up to 40,000, were they properly joined 
with him as a left wing. Daunts force counts 90,000; 
with Friedrich lying under his nose in this insolent 
manner. 

Daun's headquarter, as we said, is Eattlitz; a Vil- 
lage some two miles short of Lobau, in the direction 
south-east of Friedrich; perhaps five miles to south-east 
of Rodewitz, Friedrich's lodgii^g. It is close upon the 
Bautzen-Zittau Highway; Zittau some twenty miles to 
south of it, Hermhuth and the pacific Brethren about 
halfway thither. Kittlitz lies more to south than Hoch- 
kirch itself; and Daun's outposts, as we saw, dtde 
quite round among those Devil's Hills, and envelop 
Friedrich's right flank. But Daun's main force lies 
chiefly northward, and well to west, of Kittlitz; parallel 
to Friedrich, and eastward of him; with elaborate en- 
trenchments; eivery village, brook, bridge, height and 
bit of good ground, Stromberg to end with, punctually 
secured. Obliquely over the Stromberg, holding the 
Stromberg and certain Villages to south-east and to 
north-west of it, lies D'Ahremberg, as right wing: 
about 20,000 he, put into oblique potence; looking into 
Kotitz, which is Friedrich's extreme left; and in a good 
measure dividing Friedrich from the Retzow 10,000. 
And lastly, as reserve, in front of Reichenbach, eight 
or nine miles to east of all that, lies the Prince of 
Baden-Durlach, 25,000 or so; barring Retzow on that 
side, and all attempts on the Silesian Road there. Daunts 
lines, not counting-in the southern outposts or DeviFs- 
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Hill parties, are considerably longer than Friedrich's, 
and also considerably deeper. The two headquarters 
are about five miles apart: but the two fronts, — divided 
by a brook and good hollow running here (one of many 
such, making all for Lobau Water), — are not half a 
mile* apart. Towards Hochkirch and the top of this 
brook, the opposing posts are quite crammed dose on 
one another; divided only by their hollow. Many 
brooks, each with a definite hollow, run tinkling about 
here, swift but straitened to get out; especially Lobau 
Water, which receives them all, has to take a quite 
meandering circling course (through Daun's quarters 
and beyond them) before it can disembogue in Spree, 
and decidedly set out for Berlin under that new name. 
The Landscape, — seen from Hochkirch Village, still 
better from the Church-steeple which lifts you high 
above it, and commands all round except to the south, 
where Friedrich's battery-height quite shuts you in, and 
hides even those Devil's Hills beyond, — is cheerftil 
and pretty. Village belfries, steeples and towers; airy 
green ridges of heights, and intricate greener valleys; 
now rather barer than you like. The Tourist tells me, 
in Friedrich's time there must have been a great deal 
more of wood than now. 

WTuU actually hefel at Hochkirch (Saturday, 14th October 

1758). 

Friedrich, for some time, — probably ever since 
Wednesday morning, when he found the Stromberg was 
not to be his, — had decided to be out of this bad 
post In which, clearly enough, nothing was to be 
done, unless Daun would attempt something else than 
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more and more entrenching and paliBading himself. 
Friedrich, on the second day (Thnrsdaj 12th), rode 
across to Weissenberg, to give Betzow his directions, 
and take view of the ground: "Saturday night, Heir 
Retzow, sooner it cannot be^* (Friedrich had aimed at 
Friday night, but finds the Provision Convoy cannot 
possibly be up); "Saturday night, in all silence, we 
sweep round out of this, — we and you; — hurl Baden- 
Durlach about his business; and are at Schops and 
Beichenbach, and the Silesian Highway opoi next 
morning, to usT'* Quietly everything is speeding on 
towards this consummation, on Friedrich's part But 
on Daunts part there is, — started, I should guess, 
on the very same Thursday, — another consummation 
getting ready, which is to £blL1 out on Saturday morning ^ 
fifteen hours before that other, and entirely supersede 
that other! — 

Keith's opinion, that the Austrians deserve to be 
hanged if they don't attack us here, is also Loudon's 
opinion and Lacy's, and indeed eveiybody's, — and at 
length Daun's own; who determines to try something 
here, if never before or after. His plan, all judges 
admit, was elaborate and good; and was well executed 
too, — Daun himsplf presiding over the most critical 
part of the execution. A plan to have ruined almost 
any Army, except this Prussian one and the Captain 
it chanced to have. A universal camisado, or surprisal 
of Friedrich in his Camp, before daylight: everybody 
knows that it took effect (Hochkirch, Saturday 14tii 
October 1758, 5 aji. of a misty morning"); nobody ex- 
pects of an unassisted fbUow-creature much light on so 
doubly dark a thing. But the truth is, there are ample 
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accounts, exact, thongh very chaotic; and the thing, 
steadily examined, till its essential features extricate 
themselyes j&om the unessential, proyes to be not quite 
so unintelligible, and nothing like so destructive, over- 
whelming and ruinous as was supposed. 

-Daunts plan is very elaborate, and includes a great 
many combinations; all his 90,000 to come into it, 
simtQtaneously or in succession. But the first and 
grandly vital part, mainspring and father to all the 
rest, is this: lliat Daun, in person, after nightfall of 
Friday, shall, with the pick of his force, say 30,000 
horse and foot, with all their artilleries and tools, 
silently quit his now position in front of Hochkirch, 
Friedrich's right wing. Shall sweep off, silently to 
southward and leftward, by Wuischke; thence westward 
and northward, by the nothern base of those Devil 
Mountains, through the shaggy hollows and thick 
woods there, hitherto inhabited by Croats pnly, and un- 
known to the Prussians: forward, ever forward, through 
the night-watches that way; till he has fairly got to 
the flank of Hochkirch and Friedrich: Daun to be 
standing there, all round from the southern environs of 
Hochkirch, westward through the woods, by Mesch- 
witz, Steindorfel, and even north to Waditz (if readers 
will consult' their Map), silently enclosing Friedrich, as 
in the bag of a net, in this manner; — ready every 
man and giin by about four on Saturday morning. 
Are to wait for the stroke of five in Hochkirch steeple; 
and there and then to begin business, — there first; 
but, on success there^ the whole 90,000 everywhere, — 
and to draw the strings on Friedrich, and bag and 
strangle his astonished people and him. 

The difficulty has been to keep it perfectly secret 

Carl^fie, Frederick the Great, XI. ^ 
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from so vigilant a man as Friedrich: but Daun hag 
completely succeeded. Perhaps Friedrich's eyes have 
been a little dinmied by contempt of Daun: Daun> for 
the last two days especially, has been more diligent 
than ever to palisade himself on every point; nothing, 
seemingly, on hand but felling woods, building abatis, 
against some dangerous Lion^s-spring. They say also, 
he detected a traitor in his Camp; traitor carrying 
Letters to Friedrich under pretence of fresh eggs, — 
one of the eggs blown, and a Note of Daunts Proce- 
dures substituted as yolk. "You are dead, sirrah," 
said Daun; "hoisted to the highest gallows: Are not 
"you? But put-in a Note of my dictating, and your 
"beggarly life is saved." Retzow Junior, though diere 
is no evidence except of the circumstantial kind, thinks 
this current story may be true.* Certain it is, neither 
Friedrich nor any of his people had the least suspicion 
of Daunts project, till the moment it exploded on them, 
when the clock at Hochkirch struck five. Daun, in 
the last two days, has been felling even more trees 
than they are aware of, — thousands of trees in those 
Devil's wildernesses to Friedrich's right; and has. 
secretly hewn himself roads, passable by night for men 
and ammunition-wagons there: — and in front of 
Friedrich, especially Hochkirch way, Daun seems 
Busier than ever felling wood, this Friday night; 
numbers of people running about with axes, with 
lanterns over there, as if in the push of hurry, and 
making a great deal of noise. "Litending retreat for 
Zittau tomorrow!" thinks Friedrich, as the false egg- 
yolk had taught him; or merely, "That poor precau- 
tionary fellow!" supposing the false yolk a my&x. In 

* Betzow, 1. 847, 
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short, Datin has got through his noctamal wildernesses 
with perfect success. And stands, dreamt of by no 
enemy, in the places appointed for his 30,000 and 
him; and that poor old clock of Hochkirch, unweariedly 
grunting forward to the stroke of five, will strike up 
something it is. little expecting! — 

The Prussians have vedettes, pickets, and small 
outposts of Free-corps people scattered about within 
their border of that Austrian Wood, the body of which, 
about Hochkirch as everywhere else, belongs wholly 
to Croats. Of course there are guard-parties, sentries 
duly vigilant, in the big Battery to south-east of Hoch- 
kirch, — and along south-westward in that potence^ or 
fore-arm of Four Battalions, which are stationed there. 
Four good Battalions looking southward there, with 
Cavalry to right; Ziethen^s Cavalry, — whose horses 
stand saddled through the night, ready always for the 
nocturnal "Pandourade," which seldom fails them* 
There, as elsewhere, are the due vigilances, watchmen, 
watch-fires. The rest of the Prussian Army is in its 
blankets, wholly asleep, while Daun stands waiting for 
the stroke of five. 

That Daun, bursting in with his chosen 30,000, 
will trample down the sleeping Prussian potence at 
Hochkirch; capture its big Battery to left, its Village 
of Hochkirch to rear, and do extensive ruin on the 
whole right wing of Friedrich; rendering Friedrich 
everywhere an easy conquest to the rest of Daunts 
people, who stand, far and wide, duly posted and pre- 
pared, waiting only their signal from Hochkirch: much 
of this, all of it that had regard to Hochkirch Battery 
and Village, and the Prussians stationed there, Daun 
did execute. And readers, from the data they have 

4* 
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got, must conceive th^ manner of it, — human de- 
scription of the next Two Hours, about HocUdrcH, in. 
the thick darkness there, and stormful sudden inroad,' 
and stormful resistance made, being manifestly an im- 
possible thing. Nobody was -'' massacred- in his Bed,** 
as . the sympathetic gazetteers fancied; nobody was 
billed, that I hear of, without arms in his handi but 
plenty of people perished, fierce of humour, on both 
sides; and £rom half-past five till towards eight, ihet% 
was a general blaze of fiery chaos pushing * out ever 
and anon, swallowed in the belly of night again, such 
as was seldom seen in this world. Instead of confused 
details, and wearisome enumeration of particplars, 
which nobody would listen to or understand, we will 
give one intelligent young gentleman's experienoei , our 
friend Tempelhofs, who stood in this part of the Prus- 
sian Line; experience distiftct and indubitable to us; 
and which was pretty accurately symbolical, I other- 
wise see, of what befd on all points thereabouts. Faitiir 
fuUy copied, and in the essential parts, not even 
abridged, here it is: 

Tempelhof, at that time a subaltern of artilleiy,- was 
stationed wi^ a couple of 24-pounders in attendance on the 
Battidion Plothow, which with three others and some cavaby 
lay to the soutii side of Ilochkirch, forming a kind of fore-arm 
or ptttawe there to right of the big Battery, with their rear to 
Ilochkirch; and keeping vedettes and Free-corps parties 
spread out into the woods and Deril's Hills ahead. Tempel- 
hof had risen about three, as usual ; had his gons and fanners 
ready; and was standiuff by the watch-fire, '^expectmg tiie 
customary Pandourade, and what form it wouM take tiiis 
morning. ^' Close on five o'clock; and not a mouse stirring! 
We are not to have our Pandourade, then?*" On a sudden, 
noise bursts out; noise euoogh* sharp fire amonf the Free- 
corps people ; fire growing ever sharper^ noisier , n>r the next 
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half hoTir, but nothing* whatever to be seen. '' Battalion 
^'Plothow had soon got its clothes on, all to the spatterdaejies ; 
*'and took ran^ to right and leftof the/ZecA«, and of my two 
"gons, in front of its post: but on account ofthe thick fog 
^ eyeiythin^ was totally dark. I fired ^off my cannons ** (shau 
we say straight southward?) "to learn whether there was any- 
^'thinginfrontof us. No answer: * Nothing there — Pshaw, 
"a mere crackery (Geknacker) of Pandours and our Pree- 
" corps people, after all!' But the noise grew louder, and 
"came ever nearer; I turned my guns towards it'?' (southward, 
south-eastward, or perhaps a gun each way?) — "and here 
"we had a salvo in response, from some battalions who seemed 
" to be two hundred yards or so ahead. The Battalion Plothow 
"hereupon gave fire: I too plied my cannons what I could, — 
"and had perhaps delivered fifteen double shots from them, 
"when at once I tumbled to the ground, and lost all con- 
" sdousness "for some minutes or moments. 

Awakening with the blood running down his face, poor 
Tempelhof concluded it had been a musket-shot in the head ; 
but on getting to his hands and knees, 'he found the place 
"fall of Austnan erenadiers, who had crept in through our 
"tents to rear; and that it had been a knock with the butt of 
"the musket from one of those fellows, and not a bullet," that 
had struck him down. Battalion Plothow, assailed on all 
sides, resisted on all sides; and Tempelhof saw from the 

f round, — I suppose, by the embers of watchfires, and by rare 
ashes of musketiy, for they did not fire much, having no 
rooQi, but smashed and stabbed and cut, — " an infantry fight 
^ which in murderous intensity- surpasses imagination. I was 
"taken prisoner at this torn; but soon after, got delivered by 
"our cavalry again."* 

This latter circumstance, of being delivered by the 
Cavalry, I find to be of frequent occurrence in that 
first act of tihe business there: the Prussian Batt^on, 
surprised on front and rear, always makes murderous 
fight for itself; is' at last overwhelmed, obliged to retire, 
perhaps opening its way hj bayonet-charge; — upon 

• ' • 

* Tempelhof; n; 8Sin. 
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which our Cavalry (Ziethen^B, and others that gathered 
to him) cuttmg in upon the disordered surprisers, cut 
them into flight, rescue the prisoners, and for a time 
reinstate matters. The Prussian battalions do not run 
(nobody runs); but when repulsed by the endless odds, 
rally again. The big Battery is not to be had of them 
without fierce and dogged struggle*, and is retaken 
more than once or twice. Still fiercer, more dogged, 
was the struggle in Hochkirch Village; especially in 
Hochkirch Church and Churchyard, — whither the 
Battalion Margraf-Karl had flung themselves; the poor 
Village soon taking fire about them. Soon taking fire, 
and continuing to be a scene of capture and recapture, 
by the flame-light; while Battalion Margraf-Karl stood 
with invincible stubbornness, pouring death from it; 
not to be compulsed by the raging tide of Austrian 
grenadiers; not by " six Austrian battalions," by "eight," 
or by never so many. Stood at bay there; levelling 
whole masses of them, — till its cartridges were spent, 
all to one or two per man; and Major Lange, the 
heroic Captain of it, said, "We shall have to go, then, 
my men; let us cut ourselves through!" — and did 
so, in an honourably invincible manner; some brave 
remnant actually getting through, with Lange himself 
wounded to death. 

I think it was not till towards six o'clock that the 
right wing generally became aware what the case was: 
"More than a Pandourade, yes;" — though what it 
might be, in the thick fog which had fallen, blotting 
out all vestiges of daylight, nobody could well say. 
Rallied Battalions, reinforced by ^is or the other 
Battalion hurrying up from leftward, always charge in 
upon the enemy, in Hochkirch or wherever he is busy: 



CfHAP.XIY.l BATTLE OP HOGHKIRCH. 55 

Uth Oct. 1758. 

generally push him back into the Night; bnt are then 
Mien npon on both flanks by endless new strength, 
md obliged to draw back in turn. And Ziethen^s 
Horse, in the mean while, do execution; breaking in 
on the tumultuous victors ; new Cuirassiers, Gensdarmes 
dashing up to help, so soon as saddled, and charging 
with a will: so that, on the whole, the enemy, variously 
attempting, could make nothing of us on that western, 
or rearward side, — thanks mainly to Ziethen and 
the Horse. "Had we but waited till three of our Bat- 
talions had got up!" say the Prussian narrators. But 
it is thick mist; few yards ahead, you cannot see at all, 
unless it be flame; and close at hand, all things and 
figures waver indistinct, — hairy outlines of blacker 
shadows on a ground of black. 

It must have been while Lange was still fighting, 
perhaps before Lange took to the Church of Hoch- 
kirch, scarcely later than half-past six (but nobody 
thought of pulling out his watch in such a business!) 
— about six, or half-past six, when Keith, who has 
chaige of this wing, and lodges somewhere below or 
north of Hochkirch, came to understand that his big 
Battery was taken; that here was such a Pandourade 
as had not been before; and that, of a surety, said 
Battery must be retaken. Keith springs on horseback; 
hastily takes "Battalion Kannacker" and several 
remnants of others; rushes upwards, "leaving Hoch- 
kirch a little to right; direct upon the big Battery." 
Recaptures the big Battery. But is set upon by over- 
whelming multitudes, bent to have it back; — is pas- 
sionate for new assistance in this vital point; but can 
get none: had been ''^disarted by both his Aide-de- 
camps," says poor John Tebay, a wandering English 
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horse-soldier, who attends him as mounted groom; 
"asked twenty times, and twenty more, 'Where are 
my Aide-de-campsP"* — but could get no responsi 
or reinforcement; and at length, quite surrounded an<i 
overwhelmed, had to retire; opening his way by the 
bayonet; and before long, suddenly stopping short, — 
falling dead into Tebay's arms; shot through the 
heart Two shots on the right side he had not re- 
garded; but this on the left side was final: Keith^s 
fightings are suddenly aU done. Tebay^ in distraction, 
tried much to bring away the body; but could by no 
present means; distractedly "rid for a coach;" founds 
on return, that the Austrians had the ground, and the 
body of his master; Hochkirch, Church and all, .now 
xmdisputedly theirs. 

To appearance, it was this news of Keith's repulse 
(I know not whether of Keith's death as yet) that first 
roused Friedrich to a full sense of what was- now going 
on, two miles to south of him. Friedrich, according 
to his habits, must have been awake and afoot whem 
the Business first broke out; though, for some consider- 
able time, treating it as nothing but a common crackery 
of Pandours. Already, finding the Pandouriade louder 
than usual, he had ordered out to it one battalion and 
the other that lay handy: but now he pushes forward 
several battalions under Franz of Brunswick (his 
youngest" Brother-in-law), with Margraf KbxI and Prince 

* "Captens Cockoey and Goady*^ he calls them — (Coa^« whose 
Father the Kanzler we have seen, xad-Gaudi whose self), — who both had, 
in succession, struck Into Hochkjrch as the less desperate place, according 
to Tebay: See Tehay's Letter to Mitchell, "Crossen, October Sdth" (in 
Memoirs and Papera, n, 501-505) ; — which is probably true every word, 
allowing for Tebay's temper; but is highly indecipherable, though not 
tntirely so after many readings and resjearchings. 
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Moritz: "Swift yon^ to Hochkiroh yonder!" -^ and 
bimjself spring on horseback to deal with the affair. 
Prince Franz of Bnmswi.ck, poor young fellow, cheerily 
coming on, near Hochkirch had his head shorn off by 
a cannon>ball. Moritz of Dessau, too, "riding within 
twenty yards of the Austrians," so dark was it, he so 
nearsighted, got badly hit, — and soon aft^r driving 
to Bautzen for surgery, was made prisoner by Pan- 
donrs;* never fought again, "died next year of cancer 
in the lip." Nothing but triumphant Austrian shot and 
cannon-shot going yonder; these battalions too have to 
jGaU back with sore loss. 

Friedrich himself , by this time, is forward in the 
thick of the tumult, with another body of battalions; 
storming furiously along, has his horse shot \inder 
him; storms through, "successfally, by the other side 
of Hochkirch" (Hochkirch to his left): — b^t finds, 
as the mist gradually sinks, a ring of Austrians m^assed 
ahead, on the Heights; as far as Steindorfel and farther, 
a general continent of Austidans enclosing all the 
south and south-west; and, in fact, that here is now 
nothing to be done. That the question of his flank is 
settled; that the question now is of his front, which 
the appointed Austrian parties are now upon attacking. 
Question especially of the Heights of Drehsa, and of 
the Pass and Brook of Drehsa (rearward of hi& centre 
part), where his one retreat will lie, Steindorfel being 
now lost Part first of the Affair is ended; Part second 
of it begins. . 

Bapidly enough Friedrich takes his new measur$M3. 

* In Arckenholiz (i. 289-290), his dangerous adventares on the romd to 
Baatsen I In this wounded condition. 
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Seizes Drehsa Height, which will now be key of the 
field; despatches Mollendorf thither (M5llendorf our 
courageous Leuthen friend); who vigorously bestirs 
himself; gets hold of Drehsa Height before the enemy 
can; Ziethen cooperating on the Heights of Kumsch'Qtz, 
Canitz and other points of vantage. And thus, in effect^ 
Friedrich pulls up his torn right skirt (as he is doing all 
his other skirts) into new compact front against the Aus- 
trians: so that, in that south-western part especially, the 
Austrians do not try it farther; bat "retire at ftdl gallop," 
on sight of this swift seizure of the Keys by Mollendorf 
and Ziethen. Friedrich also despatches instant order to 
Retzow, to join him at his speediest Friedrich every- 
where rearranges himself, hither, thither, with skilful ra- 
pidity, in new Line of Battle; still hopeftd to dispute 
what is left of the field; — longing much that !Retzow 
could come on wihgs. 

By this time (towards eight, if I might guess) Day 
has got the upper hand; the Daun Austrians stand 
visible on their Ring of Heights all round, behind 
Hochkirch and our late Battery, on to westward and 
northward, as far as Steindorfel and Waditz; — ex- 
tremely busy rearranging themselves into something 
of line; there being much confusion, much simmering 
about in dumps and gaps, after such a tussle. In front 
of us, to eastward, the appointed Austrian parties are 
proceeding to atjtack: but in daylight, and with our 
eyes open, it is a thing of difficulty, and does not 
prosper as Hochkirch did. Duke D'Ahremberg, on 
their extreme right, had in charge to burst in upon 
our left, so soon as he saw Hochkirch done: D'Ahrem- 
berg does try; as do others in their places, nearer 
Daiin; but with comparatively little success. D'Ahrem- 
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berg, meeting something of check or hindrance where 
he tried, pauses, for a good while, till he see how 
others prosper. Their grand chance is their superiority 
of number; and the fact that Friedrich can lay nothing 
upon them^ but must stand painftiUy on the defensive 
till Retzow come. To Friedrich, Eetzow seems hugely 
slow about it But the truth is, Baden-Durlach, with 
his 20,000 of Eeserve, has, as per order, made attack 
onBetzow, 20,000 against 12: one of the feeblest attacks 
conceivable; but sufficient to detain Eetzow till he get 
it repulsed. Retzow is diligent as Time, and will be here. 
Meanwhile, the Austrians on front do, in a sporadic 
way, attack and again attack our batteries and posts; 
especially that big Battery of Thirty Guns, which we 
have to north of Eodewitz. The Austrians do take that 
Battery at last; and are beginning again to be danger- 
ous, — the rather as D'Ahremberg seems again to be 
thinking of business. It is high time Eetzow were 
here! Few sights could be gladder to Friedrich, than 
the first glitter of EetzoWs vanguard, — horse, under 
Prince Eugen of Wtlrtemberg, — beautifally wending 
down from Weissenberg yonder; skilfully posting them- 
selves, at Belgem and elsewhere, as thorns in the sides 
of D'Ahremberg (sharp enough, on trial by D'Ahrem- 
berg). Followed, before long, by Eetzow himself; 
serenely crossing Lobau Water; and, with grave celerity, 
and the best of skill, likewise posting himself, — hope- 
lessly to D'Ahremberg, who tries nothing farther. The 
sun is now shining; it is now ten in the day. Had 
Eetzow come an hour sooner; — before we lost that 
big Battery and other things! But he could come no 
sooner; be thankfal he is here at last, in such an over- 
awing manner. 
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Friedrich, judging that nothing now can be made 
of the afiaiTf orders retreat Betreat^ which had been 
getting schCTned, I suppose ^ and planned in the gloom 
of the royal mind, ever since loss of that big Batteiy 
at Bodewitz. Little to occupy him, in this interim; 
except indignant waiting, rigorously steady, and some 
languid interchange of cannon-shot between the parties. 
Retreat is to ELlein-Bautzen neighbourhood (new head- 
quarter Doberschtitz, outposts Ereckwitz and. Fursch- 
witz); four miles or so to north-west. Bather a shifting 
of your ground, which astonishes the ndlitaiy reader 
ever since, than a retreating such as the common run 
of us expected. Done in the usual masterly manner; 
part after part wending off, Betzow stitnding minatory 
here, Mbllendorf minatory there, 'in the softest quasi- 
rhythmic sequence; Cavaby aU drawn out between 
Belgem and Ereckwitz, baggage-wagons filing through 
the Pass of.Drehsa; — not an Austrian meddling with 

. it, less or more; Daun and his Austrians standing in 
their ring of five miles, gazing into it like stone sta- 
tues; their regiments being still in a confused state, — 
and their Daun an extremely slow gentleman.* 

And in this manner Friedrich, like a careless 
swimmer caught in the Mahlstrom, has not g6t swal- 

. lowed in it; but has made such a buffetting of It, he is 
here out of it again, without bone broken, — not, we 
hope^ without instruction from the adventure. He has 
lost 101 piecei^ of cannon, most of his tents and camp- 

. furniture; and, what is more irreparable, above 8,000 
of his brave people, 5,381 of them aud 119 Officers 
(Keith and Moritz for. two) either dead or captive. In 

• Tempelhof, n. 819-336; Seyfturth, Bejflagen, n. 482-453; Helden-Ge- 
acMchte, y. 841-857; Archenholtz, &c. £c. 
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men the Anstrian loss^ it seems, is: not maah. lower j 
some say is rather a shade higher; hj their ownji©- 
connt, 325 Officers, 5,614 rank and file, killed and 
wonnded, •:— not reckoning 1,000 prisoners they lost to 
us, and **at least 2,000" who took that chance of de- 
serting in the intricate dark woods.* 

Friediich, all say,' took his punishment in a wonder- 
fully cheemQ mainner. De Catt the Eeader, entering 
to him that evening as usual, the King advanced, in 
a tragic declamatory attitude; and gave him, with 
proper voice and gesture, an appropriate passage of 
Bacine: 

"Enfln apres «n an, tu me revois, Arbate, 
"Non plu8 cemme autrefois cet heureux Mithridate 
"Qui, de Rome toujours batangant le destin, 
'^Tenait entre eUe et moi Vunivers ineertain. 
**ie suie vaincu; Pompie a eaisi raoantage 
"D'une nuil qui liussait pen de place au courage; 
'/Jfe« soldats presque nus, dans" — • • 

Not a. little to De Catt's comfort. + During the retreat 
itself, Retzow Junior had come, as Papa's Aide-de- 
camp, with a message to the King; found him on the 
heights of l^ein Bautzen,, watching the movements! 
Message done with, the King said, in a smiling tone^ 
"Dann hs^ played me a slippery trick today!" "I 
have seen it," answered Retzow; "but it is only a 
"scratch,. which your Majesty will soon manage to heal 
" again." -^"(?/aMJ< Er dies. Do you think so?" "Not 
" only I, but the whole Army firmly believe it of your 
"Majesty." — "You are quite right," added the King, 
in a confidentially candid way: "We will manage 
"Daun. What I lament is the number of brave men 

* TempeUiof» u. 8S6; bat see KAutler, p. 676. f Bddenbock, i. 864. 
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*^that have died this morning."* On the morrow, he 
was heard to say pnbliclj: **Dann has let us out of 
** check-mate; the game is not lost yet We will rest 
"onrselves here, a few days; then go for Silesia, and 
'* deliver Neisse." The Anecdote-Books (perhaps not 
mythically) add this: "Where are aU your gons, 
though?" said the King to an Artilleryman, standing 
vacant on parade, next day. ^^Ikro Majestdt^ the Devil 
"stole them aU, last night!" — "Hm, well, we must 
"have them back from him."** 

Nothing immoderately depressive in Hochkirch, it 
appears; — though, alas, on t^e fourth day after, there 
came a message frt)m Baireuth; which did strike one 
down: "My noble Wilhelmina dead; died in the very 
hours while we were fighting here I"*** Readers must 
conceive it: coming unexpected more or less, black as 
sudden universal hurricane, on the heart of the man; 
a sorrow sacred, yet immeasurable, irremediable to 
him; as if the sky too were falling on his head, in aid 
of the mean earth and its ravenings: — of all this there 
can nothing be said at present. Friedrich^s one relief 
seems to have been the necessity laid on him of per- 
petual battling with outward business ; — we may fancy, 
in the rapid weeks following, how much was lyings at 
all times, in the background of his mind suppressed 
into its caves. 

Daun, it appears, was considerably elated: spent a 
great deal of his time, so precious just at present, in 
writing despatches, in congratulating and being congra- 

* Retxow, I. 869n. ** Arohenholtz, i. 399. 

*** On a common BasinesB-Letter to Prince Henri, "Doberschiitz, 18th 
October 1758/* it this sadden bit of Autograph: "Grand Dieu, ma Sasnr de 
Bnreilh!" — (Sohdning, Der Siebenjdhrige Krieg, nach der Original-Cor- 
ro$pondenM &o.> atti dm StaatS'Archiven: Potsdaun, 1851: i. 287.) 
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tolated; — did an elaborate Te-Deum, or Ambrosian 
Song, in artillery and vox humana^ — which with the 
adjuncts, say splenetic people, as at KoHn, sensibly 
aited Friedril's affai^. Daun wa« by no means of 
braggart torn;- but the recognition of his matchless 
achievement by the gazetteer public, whether in exulta- 
tion or in lamentation, was loud and universal; and the 
joy, in Vienna and the cognate quarters, knew no 
bounds for the time being. Thus, among other tokens, 
the Holiness of our Lord the Pope, blessing Heaven 
for such success against the Heretic, was pleased to 
send him "a Consecrated Hat and Sword," — such as 
the old Popes were wont, very long ago, to bestow on 
distinguished Champions against the Heathen, — (much 
jeered at, and crowed over, by a profane Friedrich*): 
^'the effect of which miraculous ^mishings," says 
Tempelhof, "turned out to be that the Feldmarschall 
** never gained any success more;" — in fact, except 
that small thing on Finck next Year, never any, as it 
chanced. Daun had withdrawn to his old camp, on 
the day of Hochkirch; leaving only a detachment on 
the field there: it was not for six or seven days more 
that he stept out to the Kreckwitz and Purschwitz 
neighbourhood; more, within sight of his vanquished 
enemy, — but nothing like vigilant enough of what 
might still be in him, after such vanquishing! — We 
must spare this Note, for the sake of a heroic kind of 
man, who had not too much of reward in the world: 

"Tebay could not recover Keith's body: Croats had the 
''plundering of Keith; other Austrians, not of Croat kind, 

* (Euvres de Fridiric, xy. 122, 184} 126, &e. &o. : in Preuss^ n. 196, com- 
plete Liflt of these poor Pieces ; which are hearty, not hypocritical, in their 
contemptaoos hilarity ,^hut have little other merit. 
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^^ carried the dead General Uito Hocbikirch Church: Xiacy^B 
*' emotion on recognising him there , — like a tragic gleam of 
^'hifl own youth suddenly brought back to him, as in star-light, 
"piercing and sad, from twenty-years distance, — is well 
''known in Books. On the morrow, Sunday October Idth, 
''Keith had honourable soldier's-burial there, — 'twelve 
"canon' «alYoing thrice, and 'the whole Corps of CoUoredo* 
"with their muskets thrice; Lacy as chief mourner, not 
"without tears. Four months after, by royal order, Keith's 
"body was conveyed to Berlin; reinterred in Berlin, i& a still 
"more solemn public manner, with all the honours, idltiiie 
"regrets; and Keith sleeps now in the Gamison-Kirche: — 
"far from bonny Inverugie ; the hoarse sea- winds and caverns 
"of Dunottar smging vague requiem to his honourable line 
"and him, in the imaginations Of some few. 'My Brother 
" ' leaves me a noble legacy,' said the old Lord Marisohal: last 
"'year he had Bohemia under ransom; and his p^rsonatl 
" * estate is 70 ducats ' " (about 25/.)* 

"LiHochkirch Church there is still, not in the Chorch- 
" yard as formerly, a fine, modestly impressive Monument to 
"Keith; modest Urn of black marble on a Pedestal of gray, 
" — and, in ^bld letters, an Inscription not easily surpassable 
"in the lapjdary way: * * 'Dum in Pileuo non pbocul 
" ' HiNo Inclinatah suobum aciem Mente manu voce et exmplo 
"'Rbstituebat Pugnans ut heboasdecbt Occubuit. p. xnr. 
" 'OcTOBKis* — These words go through you like the clang of 
" steel.f Friedrich's sorrow over him (' tears,' high eulogies, 
*'^Houa extrememenV) is itself a monument. Twenty years 
'^ after, Keith had from his master a Statue, in Berlin. One of 
"Four; to the Four most deserving: Schwerin (1771), Wintier- 
"feld (1777), Seidlitz (1778), Keith (when?)tt — which still 
' ' stand in the Wilhelm Platz there. 



• Varnhageii, p. 261. 

t ^ Rddenbeck, 1. 149. Given also (very nearly correct) in Correspond' 
ence of Sir Robert Murray Keith (London, 1849), i. 151. This is the junior 
of the two Diplomatic Sir Roberts , genealogical cousins of Keith ; by this 
one (in 1771, not 1776 as German Guide-books have it) the Hochkirch Mo- 
nument was set up. A very interesting Collection of Letters, .those of bis ; 
— edited with the usual darkness, or rather more. 

ft NIcolai {Beschreibung der Residemstddle, 1. 193, 194) gives these dates 
or the Three, and for Keith's no date. 

r 
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'^Hochkirch Cliurcli has been rebuilt in late years: a 
"spadons ainr Church, with gaUeries, and requisites, espe- 
^eially with free air, light and cleanliness. Capable perhaps 
"of 1,500 sitters : half of them Wends. * Above 1 00 skeletons, 
"in one heap, were dug out, in cutting the new foundations.' 
'*The strong outer Door of the old Church , red oak , I should 
*' think, is still retained in that capacity; still shows perhaps 
"half-a-dozen rough bi^ auwi-keyholes j torn through it in 
" dififerent parts^d davlignt shining ii^, where the old bullets 
^^ passed. The Keith Monument, perhaps four feet high, is 
**on the flagged floor, left side of the pulpit, close by the wall, 
" — * the bench where Keith's body lay has had to be cased in 
"^new plank' (zinc would be better) * against the knives of 
"'tourists.'" 



Old Lord Marischal, — George, " Mare'chal d^Ecosse^^ 
as he always signs himself, — was by this time seventy- 
two; King's Governor of Nenfch^tel, for a good while 
past and to come (1754 — 1763). In "James," the 
junior, but much the stronger and more solid, he has 
lost, as it were, a father and younger brother at once; 
£a.ther, under beautiM conditions; and the tears of the 
old man are natural and affecting. Ten years older 
than his Brother; and survived him still twenty years. 
An excellent cheery old soul, he too; honest as the 
sunlight, with a fine small vein of gaiety, and "plea- 
sant wit," in him: what a treasure to Friedrich at Pots- 
dam, in the coming years; and how much loved by 
him (almost as one hoy loves another), all readers woidd 
be surprised to discover. Some hints of him will per-* 
haps be allowed us farther on. 



CsWyto, Frederick the Great. XI» 
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Sequel of Hochkirch; the Campaign ends in a Way sur^ 
prising to an attentive Public (2 2d October — 20th No- 
vember 1768). 

There followed upon Hochkirch five weeks of rapid 
events; such as nobody had been calculating on. To 
the reader, so weary of marchings, manoeuverings, sur- 
prisals, campings, and details of war, not many words, 
we hope, may render these results conceivable. 

Friedrich staid ten days, refitting himself, in. that 
Camp of Klein Bautzen, on one of the branches of the 
Spree. Daun, who had retired to his old strong place, 
on the 14th, scarcely occupying Hochkirch Field at all, 
came out in about a week; and took a strong post near 
Friedrich; not attempting anything upon Won, but 
watching him, now better within sight Friedrich's 
fixed intention is, to march to Neisse all the same; 
what probably Daun, under the shadow of his laurels 
^and his new Papal Hat, may not have considered pos- 
sible, with the road to Neisse blocked by 80,000 men. 
Friedrich has refitted himself with the requisite new 
.cannon and fdmitures, from Dresden; especially with 
Prince Henri and 6,000 foot and horse, — led by 
Prince Henri in person; so Prince Henri would have 
it, the capricious little man; and that Finck should be 
left in Saxony instead of him. All which weakens 
Saxony not a little. But Friedrich hopes the Beichs 
.Army is a feeble article; ill off for provision in those 
parts , and not likely to attempt very much on the sud- 
den. Accordingly: 

Friedrich marches^ enigmatically^ not on Glogau^ but on Reichen- 
bach and Gdrlitz; to Daunts astonishment, 

Sunday Evening^ October 22 d^ Convoyof many wagons quits 
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Bautsen ^Baatzen Proper, not the Village, but the Town), 
laden witn all titie wounded of Hochkirch: above 3,000 bj 
count, to carry them to Dresden for deliberate surgery. 
Keith's Tebay^ I perceiye, is in this Convoy; not ill hurt, but 
willing to lie m Hospital a little, and consider. These poor 
fsllows cannot get to Dresden: on the second day, a Daun 
Detachment, hussaring about in those parts, is announced 
ahead; and (by new order from headquarters) the Convoy 
turns northward for Hoyerswerda, — (to Tebay's disgust with 
the Commandant; 'Uhied off," says Tebay, ^^ for twelve hus- 
sars ! ""^ •— and I wink, in the end , went on to Glogau instead 
of Dresden. Which was very fortunate for Tebay and the 
oHiers. The poor wounded being thus disposed of, Friedrich 
next night, at 10 o^clock , Monday 23d, in the softest manner, 
pushes off his Bakery and Army Stores a little way, north- 
ward down the Spree valley, on the western fork of me Spree 
ffork farthest from Daun); lollows, himself, with the rest of 
the Army, next evening, down the eastern lork, also north- 
ward. ^' Going for Glogau ,** thinks Daun , when the hussars 
report about it Qate on Tuesday night): '^Let him go ^ if he 
fancy that a road to Neisse I But, indeed, what other shift has 
hey considers Daun , '^ but to tr^ rallying at Glogau yonder, 
safe under the guns?*' — and is not in the slightest haste 
about this new matter.** 

United with his baggage-column, Friedrich proceeds 
north-eastward; crosses Spree still northward or north-east- 
ward; encamps there , in the dark hours of Tuesday; no 
Daun heeding him. Before daylight, however, Friedrich is 
again on foot; in several columns now. for the bad coimtry- 
roads ahead; — and has struck straignt «ot^A-eastward, if 
Daun were noting him. And, in the afternoon of Wednesday, 
Daun is astonished to learn that this wily Enemy is arrived m 
Beichenbach vicinity; sweeping-in our poof posts there- 
abouts; immovably astride ofthe Silesian Highway, after all! 
An astonished Daun hastens out^ what he. can, to take survey 
' of the sudden Phenomenon. Tries it, next day. <^d riexty with 
his best Loudons and appliances ; finds that this Phenomenon 
can actually march to Neisse ahead of him, indifferent to 
Pandours , or giving them as good as they bring ; — and tiiat 

* Beeond LeUer from Tebay, in Mitchell, ubi suprA,- 
** Tempelhof, n. 341-347. , 

5* 
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no<liing but a battle and beating (could we rashly dream of 
such a thing, which we cannot) will prevent it. ^^Very well, 
then!" Daun strives to say. And lets the Phenomenon march 
{from GorUtz, October 30th) ; Loudon harassing the rear of it, 
for some days; not without counter harassment, much^aste 
of cannonading , and ruin to several poor Lausitz Villages by 
fire, — *^ Prussians scandalously bum them, when we attack! 
says Loudon. Till, at last, finding this march impregnably 
arranged, ^^ split into two routes ," and ready for all chances, 
Loudon also. withdraws to more promising business. Poor 
General Betzow Senior was of this march ; absolutely could 
not be excused , though fallen ill of dysentery, like to die ; — 
and did die, the day after he got to Schweionitz, when the 
difiSiculties and excitement were over.* 

Of Friedrich's march, onward from Gorlitz, we shall 
say nothing farther, except that the yery wind of it 
was salyatory to his Silesian Fortresses and interests. 
That at Neisse, on and after Noyember 1st, — which 
is the third or second day of Friedrich's march, — 
General Treskow, Commandant of Neisse, found the 
bombardment slacken more and more (^^King of Prossia 
^'coming," said the Austrian deserters to us); and that, 
on Noyember 6th, Treskow, looking out from Neisse, 
found the Austrian trenches empty, Generals Harsch 
and Deyille hurrying oyer the Hills homewards, -^ 
pickings to be had of them by Treskow, — and Neisse 
Siege a thing finished.** It had lasted, in the way of 
blockade and half-blockade, for about three months; 
Deyille, for near one month, half-blockading, then 
Harsch (since September 30th) wholly blockading, with 
Deyille under him, and an army of 20,000; though the 

* RetKOw, X. 378. . 

** Tagebuch, &c. ("Diary of the Siege of Neisse,'' 4tl(^iiffiut, — 2StIi 
October, — 6th November 1758, "1 a.m. suddenly"), In Seyfarth, Beylagen, 
n. 468-472t ofTreskow's own writing; brief and clear. Helden-GesdUckte, 
y. 268-870. 
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actnal cannonade, very fierce, but of no effect, conld 
not begin till little more than a week ago, — so diffi- 
cult the getting up of siege-material in those parts^ 
Kosel, under Commandant Lattorf, whose praises, like 
Treskow'« were great, had stood four months of Pan- 
dour blockading and assaulting, which also had to take 
itself away on advent of Friedrich. Of Friedrich, on 
his return-journey, we shall hear again before long; 
but in the mean while must industriously follow 
Daun. 

Fddmarschall Daun and the ReicJis Army try some Siege of 

Dresden (9th - 16tli November). 

October 30th, Daun, seeine Neisse Siege as good as gone 
to water, decided with himseuT that he could still do a far 
more important stroke : capture Dresden , get hold of Saxony 
in Friediich*s absence. Daun turned round from Reichen- 
bach; accordingly; and, at his slow-footed pace, addressed 
himself to that new errand. Had he made oetter despatch, 
or even been in better luck, it is very possible he might have 
done something there. In Dresden, and in Governor 
Schmettau with his small garrison, there is no strength for a 
siege; in Saxonv is nothing but some poor remnant under 
Finck, much oi it Free-corps and light people : capable of 
beinff swsdlowed by the Reicbs Army itself, — were the 
Beichs Army enterprising, or in good circumstances other- 
wise. It is true the Russians have quitted Colber^ as im- 
possible; and are flowing homewards dragged by hunger: 
the little Dohna Army will, therefore, march for Saxony; 
the little Anti-Swedish Army, under Wedell, has likewise 
been mostly ordered thither; both at their quickest. For 
Daun, all turns on despatch; loiter a little, and Friedrich 
himself will be here again ! 

Daun, I have no doubt, stirred his slow feet the fastest 
he could. November 7th, Daun was in the neighbourhood of 
Pima Country again, had his Bridge at Pirna, for com- 
munication; urged the Reichs Army to bestir itself, Now or 
never. Reichs Army did push out a little against Finck ^ 
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made him leave that perpetual Camp of Gahmig, take new 
camps , Resselsdorf and elsewhere ; and at len^Lh made him 
shoot across Elbe, to the north-west, on a pontoon bridge 
below Dresden, with retreating room to northward, and 
shelter under the guns of that City. Beichs Army has like- 
wise made powerful detachments for capture of Leipzig and 
the north-western towns; capture of Torgau, the Magazine 
town, first of idl: summon them, with force evidently over- 

Sowering, "Free- withdrawal, if you don't resist; andif vtm 
o — !" — At Torgau there was actual attempt made (No- 
vember 12th]), rather elaborate and dangerous-looking; under 
Haddick, with near 10,000 of the "Austrian-auxiliary" sort: 
to whom the old Commandant, — judging Wedell, the late 
Anti-Swedish Wedell, to be now near, — rushed out with 
"300 men and one big gun;*' and made such a firing and 

fesiiculating as was quite extraordinary, as if Wedell were 
ere already: till Wedell's self did come in sight; and the 
overpowering Beichs Detachment made its best speed else- 
whither.* The other Sieges remained thin^ of theory: the 
other Beichs Detachments hurried home, I think, witlioat 
flunmioning anybody. 

Meanmiile, Daun, with the proper Artilleries at last 
ready, comes flowing forward (November 8ih-9ih)\ and 
takes post in the Great Garden, or south side of Dr^den; 
minatory to Schmettau and that City. The walls , or works, 
are weak; outside there is nothing out Mayer and the Free- 
corps to resist, — who indeed has surpassed himself tfaia 
season, and been extraordinarily dib'gent upon that lazy 
Beichs Army. Commandant Scmnettau signifies to Daun, 
the day Daun came in sight, "K your Excellenz advance 
farUier on me, the grim Bules of War in besieged places 
will order That I bum the Suburbs, which are your d^ences 
in attacking me,** — and actually fills the fine houses on the 
Southern Suburb with combustible matter, making due an- 
nouncements, to Court and population, as well as to Daun. 
"Bum the Suburbs?** answers Daun: "In the name of 
civilised humanity, you will never think of such thing!" 
"That will I, your Excellenz, of a surety, and do it!*' 
answers Schmettau. So that Dresden is fall of pity, terror 

* Tempdhof, fte. ; ^^Letter from a PrusiMi OOeer," te BtUem'G&- 
tcMekte, V. MS. 
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and speculation. The common rumour is, says Excellency 
Mitchell, who is sojourning there for the present, '^That 
Briihl** (nefarious Briihl, bom to be the death of us!) *^has 
persuaded Polish Majesty to sanction this enterprise of 
Dann's/' — very careless ^ Briihl, what become of Dresden 
or U8, BO tl^ King of Prussia be well hurt or spited ! 

Certain enough, November 9th ^ Daun does come on, 
regardless of Schmettau*s assurances; so that, '* about mid- 
ni^t,** Mayer, who "can hear the enemy busily building 
four big' batteries" withal, has to report nimself driven to 
the edge of those high Houses (which are filled with com- 
bustibles), and that some Croats are got into the upper 
windows. "Bum them, then!" answers Schmettau (such 
the dire necessity of sieged places): and, "at 3 a.m." (three 
hooiB notice to the poor inmates), Mayer does so; hideous 
flames bursting out, punctually at the stroke of 3: "whole 
" Suburb seemed on olaze" (about a sixth part of it actually 
so), "nay you would have said the whole Town was en- 
*' yiToned m flames." ExceUency Mitchell climbed a steeple : 
*'will not describe to your Lordship the horror, the terror 
*'and confusion of this night; wretched inhabitants running 
**with their furniture" (what of it they had got flung out. 
between 12 o'clock and 3) "towards the Great Grarden: all 
'^Dresden, to appearance, girt in flames, ruins and smoke." 
Such a night in Dresden, especially in the Pima Suburb, as 
was never seen before.*^ This was the sad beginning, or 
attempt at beginning, of Dresden Siege : and this also was 
tJie end of it , on Daun s part at present. For four days more. 
he hung about the place , minatory, hesitative ; but attempted 
nothing feasible: and on the fifth day, — "for a certain 
weighty reason, as the Austrian Gazettes express it, — he 
saw good to vamdh into the Pima Rock-Countiy, and be out 
of harm's way in the mean while ! 

The truth is, Daun's was an intricate case just now; 
needing, above all things, swiftness of treatment; what, 
of all things, it could not get from Daun. His denun- 

* MiCchell, Memoirs and Papers, x. 459. hi Hclden-Geschichte, v. 295-302, 
minmte aeoount (corrissponding well with Mitcheirs) ; ib. 303«33, the eertl- 
fled detatlB of the (bunage done: **280 housei lost;" "4 homan liTei.^^ 
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ciations on that bnmt Suburb were again loud; but 
Scbmettau continues deaf to all that, — means "to 
defend himself by the known rules of war and of 
honour;" declares, he "will dispute firom street -to street, 
and only finish in the middle of Polish Majesl^^'s Boyal 
Palace." Denunciation will do nothing! Daun had 
above 100,000 men in those parts. Bushing forward 
with sharp shot and bayonet storm, instead of logical 
denunciation, it is probable Daun might have settled 
his Schmettau. But the hour of tide was rigorous, 
withal; — and such an ebb, if you missed it in hesi- 
tating! November Ibth^ Daun withdrew; the ebbing 
coming. That same day, Friedrich was at Lauban in 
the Lausitz, within a hundred miles again; speeding 
hitherward; behind him a Silesia brushed clear, be&re 
him a Saxony to be brushed. "Reason weighty" enough, 
think Daun and the Austrian Gazettes! But such, 
since you have missed the tide-hour, is the inexorable 
fact of ebb, — going at that frightful rate. Daun 
never was the man to dispute facts. 

November 20th, Friedrich arrived in Dresden; heard, 
next day, that Daun had wheeled decisively homeward 
from Pima Country; that the Reichs Army and he are 
diligently climbing the Metal Mountains; and that there 
is not in Sa^xony, more than in Silesia , an enemy left 
What a Sequel to Hochkirch! "Neisse and Dresden 
both!" we had hoped as sequel, if lucky: "Neisse or 
Dresden" seemed infallible. And we are climbing the 
Metal Mountains, under facts superior to us. 

And Campaign Third has closed in this manner; — 
leaving things much as it found them. Essentially a 
drawn match; Contending Parties little altered in rela- 



OHAP.znr.l BATTLB OF HOCRXIBOH. 73 

aoth Not. 1758. 

tive strength; — both of them, it may be presumed, 
considerablj weaker. Friedrich is not triumphant, or 
shimng in the light of bonfires, as last Year; but, in 
ihe mind of judges, stands higher than ever (if that 
could help him much); — and is not *' annihilated^* in 
the least, which is the surprising circumstance. 

FriedricVs marches, especially, have been wonder- 
fbl, lihis Year. In the spring time, old Mar^chal de 
Belleisle, French Minister of War, consulting officially 
about future operations, heard it objected once: '^But 
if the King of Prussia were to burst-in upon us there?*' 
"The King of Prussia is a great soldier," answered M. 
de Belleisle; "but his Army is not a shuttle (navette),''^ 
— to be shot about, in that way, from side to side of 
the world! No surely; not altogether. But the King 
of Prussia has, among other arts, an art of marching 
Armies, which by degrees astonishes the old*Mar^chal. 
To " come upon us en navette , " suddenly "like, a shuttle" 
from the other side of the web, became an established 
phrase among the French concerned in these unfortunate 
matters. * 

"The Pitt-and-Ferdinand Campaign of 1758," says a 
Note, which I would fain abridge, 'Ms more palpably vic- 
"torious thanFriedrich*8, much more an affanr of bonfires 
"than his; thoueh it too has had its rubs. Loss of honour at 
"Crefeld; loss of Louisburg and Codfishery: thes§ are serious 
"blows our enemy has h^. But then, to temper the joy 
"over Louisburg, there was, at Ticonderoga, by Aber- 
"cromby, on the small Scale (all the extent of scale ne had), 
"a melancholy Platitude committed: that of walking into 
"an enemy without the least reconnoitering of him, who 
"prores to be chin-deep in abatis and fieldworks; and kills, 
"much at his ease , about 2,000 brave feUows , brought 5,000 

* Arcbenholtz , i. 816; Montalembert, scepius, f<or the phrase "en 
navette.^ 
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*^ miles for that object And obliges you to walk awa^ on 
"the instant, and quit Ticonderoffa, like a — surely like a 
"very tragic Dietary in Cocked-hat ! To be cashieSred, we 
"will hopejat least, to be laid on the shelf, and replaced 
"by some Wolfe or some Amherst, fitter for the buAiness!. 
"Nor were the Descents on the French Coast much to speak 
"of: ^ Great G-uns got at Cherbourg,' these truly, as ex- 
"hibited in Hyde-Park, were a comfortable sight, especially 
'^the simpler sort: but on the other hand, atMo^dx, on 
" the part of poor old General BUgh and Companr, there had 
"been a Platitude equal or superior to that of Abercromby. 
"though not so tragical in loss of men. ' What of that? ' said 
"an enthusiastic Public, striking their balance, andjoyfiolly 
"illuminating. — Here is a Chpping from Ohio Country^ 
^^ ''Letter of an Officer' (distillea essence of Two Letters), 
"*dated, Fon'D\wuesney28ik November 1758: 

"^Our small Corps under General Forbes, after much 
" ' sore scrambling througjh the Wildernesses , and contending 
"*with enemies wild and tame, is, since the last four days^ 
"'in possession of Fort Duquesne' {Pittsburg hencefora): 
"* Friday ^th, the French garrison, on our appearance, 
"'made off without fighting; took to boats down the Ohio,, 
" ' and vanished out of those Countries,' — forever and a da^, 
"we will hope. ^ Their Louisiana-Canada communication is 
"'lost: and all that prodigious tract of rich country,' — 
"whicnMr. Washington fixed upon long ago, is ours again, 
" if we can turn it to use. ' This day a &tachment of us goes 
" ' to Braddock's field of battle ' (poor Braddock ! ) , ' to bury 
"'the bones of our slaughtered countrymen; many of whom 
"'the French butchered in cold blood, and, to their own 
'"eternal shame and infamy, have left lying above ground 
" ' ever since. As indeed they have done with aU those slain, 
"'round the Fort in late weeks;' — calling themselves a 
" civilised Nation too ! " * 

Lower Rhine j^ July — November 1758, "Ferdinand'a 
"manoeuvres, after Crefeld, on the France-ward side of 
"Khine, were very pretty: but, witiiiout Wesel, and versus 
" a Belleisle as War-Minister, and a Contades who was some- 
"thing of a General, it would not do. Belleisle made un- 
" common exertions , diligent to get his broken people drilled 

* Old Newspapers (in Gentleman's Magazine for 1759, pp. il, 89). 
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« again; Contades was wary, and counter-mancBUvered 
'^ rather well. Finally, Soubise" (readers recollect him and 
his 24 or 30,000, who stood in Frankfurt Country, on the 
hither or north side of Rhine), famed BossbachSoubise^ — . 
'^ pushing out, at Belleisle*s bidding, towards Hanover, m& 
'' region vacant otherwise of troops, — became dangerous to 
'^ Ferdinand. * Making for Hanover?^ tiiought Ferdinand: 
'< ^ Or perhaps meaning to attack my 12,000 English that are 
''just landea? Nay, perhaps my Khine-Bridge itself, and 
<<the small Party left there?' Ferdinand found he would 
*' have to return, and look after Soubise. Crossed, accord- 
'^ingly (Aiu^t oth) , by his old Bridge at Bees , — which he 
'^ found safe, in spite of attempts there had been;* — and 
'* never recrossed during this War. Judfi^es even say his first 
<< crossing had never much solidity ot ouUook in it; and 
** though 80 delightful to the public, was his questionablest 
"step. 

"On the 12,000 English, Soubise had attempted nothing. 
"Ferdinand joined his English at Soest (August 20th); to 
"their great joy and his,** 10 or 12,000 as a first instalment: 
" — Grand-looking fellows , said the Germans. And did you 
" ever see such horses , such splendour of equipment, regard- 
" less of expense? Not to mention those BergscJiotten (Scotch 
"Highlanders), with their bagpipes, sporrans, kilts, and 
"exotic costumes and ways: astonishmg to the German 
"mind.*** Out of aU whom (Bergschotten included), Ferdi- 
"nand, by management, — and management was needed, 

* "Ffgbt ofMeer" (Cheyert, with 10,000, beaten off, and the Bridge 
saved, by Imhof;, with 8,000; — both clever soldiers; Imhof in better look, 
and IkTOored by the ground: "5th August 1758"): Mauvillon, i. 315. 

** Duke of liarlborongh's heavy-laden Letter to Pitt, **Koe8feld, August 
15th:" "Nothing but rains and uncertainties ; ^* "marching, latterly, up to 
our middles in water;" have come from Embden, straight south towards 
WeaelOountry, almost 150 miles (Soest still a good sixty miles to southeast 
of ub).. Chatham Correspondence (London, 1838), i. 834, 387. The poor Duke 
died in two months hence; and the command devolved on Lord George 

SackvJUe, as is too well known. 

*** Somantio view of the Bergschotten (2,000 of them, led by the Junior 
ofithe Sir Robert Keiths, above mentioned, who is a soldier as yet), in 
ArchenhqUz, i. 851-353: ib. and in Pretiss, n. 136, of the "uniforms with 
gold and silver lace ," of the superb horses, " one regiment all roan horses, 
another all black , another all " &c. 
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^ — got a great deal of first-rate fighting, in the next Four 

"Years. 

'^'Nor, in regard to Hanover, could Soubise make any- 
thing of it; thoueb he did (owing to a couple of stapid 
fellows, General Prince von Ysenbnr^ and General ObcSrff, 
detached by Ferdinand on that service) escape the livefy 
treatment Ferdinand had prepared for him ; and even gave 
a kind of Beating to each of those stupid fellows, * — one of 
which, Oberg*s one, might have ruined Oberg and his 
Detacnment ^together, had Soubise been alert, which he 
by no means was! 'Paris made such jeering about Ross- 
bach and the Prince de Soubise,* S8m^ Voltaire, ** *and 
nobody said a word about these two Victories of his, next 
Year! For .which there mi^ht be two reasons: one, ac- 
cording to Tempelhof , that ' tae Victories were of the so-so 
kind (sie waren auch damach)\* and another, that tiiej 
were ascribed to Broglio, on both occasions, — how justly, 
nobody will now argue ! 

I'Contades had not failed, in the mean while, to follow 
with the main Army; and was now elaborately manoeuver- 
ing about; intent to have Lippstadt, or some Fortress in 
those Rhine- Weser Countries. On the tail of that second 
so-so Victory by Soubise, Contades thought. Now would 
be -the chance. And did try hidrd, but without e£Pect 
Ferdinand was himself attenoinj^ Contades; and mistakes 
were not Hkely. Ferdinand, m the thick of the rane 
October 21st - ^Oth) , ' made a masterly movement* — ^at is 
to say, cut Contades and his Soubise irretrievably asunder: 
no junction now possible to them; the weaker of them 
liable to ruin, — unless Contades, the stronger, would 
give battle; which, though greatly outnumbering Ferdi- 
nand, he was cautious not to do. A melancholic cautious 
man, apt to be over-cautious , — nicknamed ^ VApotheccdre* 

* 10. ** Fight ofSanderahanseii'' (Broglio, asSonbise's vangoard, 18,000; 
9erius Ysenburg, 7,000, who stupidly would not withdraw lt7( beaten: **28d 
July 1758,"* before Ferdinand had come across again. 2^. Fight of Lnttem- 
berg (Soubise, 30,000; versus Oberg, about 18,000, who stupidly hung baek 
till Soubise was all gathered , and then &c , still more stupidly : ** 10th Oc- 
tober 1758 ''). See MaurWou, i. 312 (or better, Archenhotlz, i. 345); and 
MauviUon, i. 327. Both Luttemberg and Sandershausen are in the neigh- 
bourhood of Cassel ; — as many of those Ferdinand fights were. 

** Ifisloire de Lmtis XV. 
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''by the Parisians, from his down looks, — but had good 
''soldier qualitiee withal. .Soubise and he haggled about, a 
"short while, — not a long, in these dangerous circum- 
" stances; and then had to go home again, witiiout result, 
"each the. way he came ; Contades himself repassing through 
"Wesel, ana wintering on his own side of the Rhine.*' 

How Pitt is succeeding, and aiming to succeed, on 
the French Foreign Settlements: on the Guinea Coast, 
on the High Seas everywhere; in the West In^es; still 
more in the East, — where General Lally (that fiery 
O^Mol/o^y, famous since Fontenoy), missioned widi 
"full-powers," as they call them, is raging up and 
down, about Madras and neighbourhood, in a violent, 
impetuous, more and more bimkrupt manner: — Of all 
this, we can say nothing for the present, little at any 
time. Here are two facts of the financial sort, suffi- 
ciently illuminative. The much-expending, much-sub- 
sidying Government of France cannot now borrow ex- 
cept** at 7 per cent Interest; and the rate of Marine 
Insurance has risen to 70 per cent* One way and 
other, here is a Pitt clearly progressive; and a long- 
pending Jenkinses- Ear Question in a fair way to be 
settled! — 

Friedrich stays in Saxony about a month, inspect- 
ing and adjusting; thence to Breslau, for Winter- 
quarters. £^s Winter is like to be a sad and silent 
one, this time; with none of the gaieties of last Year; 
the royal heart heavy enough with many private sor- 
rows, were there none of public at alll This is a 
word from him, two days after finishing Daun for the 
season: 

* RetEow, II. 5. 
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jRriedrieh to Jkfylord Marischal (at Col<nnbier in Nenfchdtel). 

Dresden, 28d November 1758. 

''There is nothing left for ub, mon cherMylord^ but to 
<< mingle and blend our weeping for the losses we have had. 
'' If mj head were a fountain of tears , it would not suffice for 
''thesrieflfeel. 

« Our Campaign is orer; and there has nothing come of 
'4t, on one side or the other, but the loss of a great many 
''worthy people, the misery of a great many poor soldiers 
"crippled forever, the ruin of some Provinces .the ravage, 
"pillage and conflagration of some flourishing Towns. &- 
"ploits these which make humanity shudder: sad fruits of 
"the wickedness and ambition of certain People in Power, 
"who sacrifice everything to thebr unbridled passions! I 
"wish vou, mon cher A^iord, nothing tiiat has tlve least 
" resemolanoe to my destiny ; and everyttiing that is wantine 
"to it" "Your old friend, tai death." ~F.* 

• aSvtfM ito fWiUric^ XX. iTS. 
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CHAPTEE I. 

PRELIMINARIES TO A FOURTH CAMPAIGN. 

The posting of the Five Armies this Winter, — 
Five of them in Germany, not counting the Russians, 
who have vanished to Cimmeria over the horizon, for 
their months of rest, — is something wonderful, and 
strikes the picturesque imagination. Such a Chain of 
Posts, for length, if for nothing else! From the centre 
of Bohemia eastward , Daun's Austrians are spread all 
round the western Silesian Border and the south-eastern 
Saxon; waited on by Pnissians, in more or less pro- 
ximity. Next are the Reichsfolk; scattered over Thil- 
ringen and the Franconian Countries; fronting partly 
into Hessen and Duke Ferdinand's outskirts: — the 
main body of Duke Ferdinand is far to westward, in 
Miinster Country, vigilant upon Contades, with the 
Rhine between. Contades and Soubise, — adjoining 
on the Reichsfolk are these Two French Armies: Sou- 
bise's, some 25,000, in Frankfurt-Ems Country, be- 
tween the Mayn and the Lahn, with its back to the 
Rhine; then Contades, onward to Maes River and the 
Dutch Borders, with his face to the Rhine, — and 
Duke Ferdinand observant of him on the other side. 
That is the ^*' Cordon of Posts" or winter-quarters, this 
Year. "From the Giant Mountains and the Metal 
"Mountains, to the Ocean; — to the mouth of Rhine," 
may we not say; "and back again to the Swiss Alpa 
"or springs of Rhine, that Upper-Rhine Country being 

Carlyle, Frederick the Great. XI, 6 
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"all either French or Austrian, and a basis for Sou- 
"bise?"* Not to speak of Ocean itself, and its winged 
War-Fleets, lone-somely hovering and patrolling; or of 
the Americas and Indies beyond! 

"This is such a Chain of mutually vigilant Winter- 
" quarters," says Archenholz, "as was never drawn in 
"Germany, or in Europe, before." Chain of about 
300,000 fighting men^ poured out in that lengthy 
manner. Taking their winter siesta there, asleep with 
one eye open , till reinforced for new. buisiness of death 
and destruction against Spring. Pathetic surely, as 
well as picturesque. "Three Campaigns there have 
"already been," sighs the peaceable observer: "Three 
"Campaigns, surely furious enough; Eleven Battles in 
"them,** a Prag, a Kolin, Leuthen, Eossbach;. — must 
"there still be others, then, to the misery of poor man- 
"kind?" thus sigh many peaceful persons. Not con- 
sidering what are, and have been, the rages, the in- 
iquities, the loud and silent deliriums, the mad blind- 
nesses and sins of mankind; and what amount of cal- 
cimnfj these may reasonably take. Not calcinable . in 
three Campaigns at all, it would appear! Four more 
Campaigns are needed: then there will be. innocuous 
ashes in quantity; and a result unexpected, and worth 
marking in World-History. 

It is notably one of Friedrich's fond hopes, — -of 
which he keeps up several, as bright cloud-hangings in 
the haggard inner world he npw has, — that Peace is 
just at hand; one right struggle more, and Peace must 

• 

• ArchenhoUB, i. 30P, 

** StpnzeljV. 1«5. This, I suppose, would be his enumeration: Loboslti 
(I75fi); Prnii, Ko'in, Hastenbeck, Gross- japeradorf, Bossbtich, Breslau, Leu* 
Aen (1757); Orefeld, Zorndorf, Hochkirch (1758): "eleven hitkeno in all.** 
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come! And on the part of Britannic George and him, 
repeated attempts were made, — one in the end of this 
Year 1759; — but one and all of them proved futile, 
and, unless for accidental reasons, need to be men- 
tioned here. Many men, in all nations, long for Peace; 
but there are Three Women at the top of the world 
who do not; their wrath, various in quality, is great 
in quantity, and disasters do the reverse of appeas- 
ing it. 

The French people, as is natural, are weary of a 
War which yields them mere losses and disgraces; 
"War carried on for Austrian whims, which likewise 
seem to be impracticable!" think they. And their 
Bends himself. Minister of Foreign Affairs, who began 
this sad French- Austrian Adventure, has already been 
remonstrating with Kaunitz, and grumbling anxiously, 
"Could not the Swedes, or somebody, be got to mediate? 
Such a War is too ruinous!" Hearing which, the 
Pompadour is shocked at the favourite creature of her 
hands; hastens to dismiss him ("Be Cardinal, then, you 
ingrate of a Bemis; disappear under that Red Hat!") 
— Mid appoints, in his stead, one Choiseul (known 
hitherto as StmnviUe^ Comte de Stainville, French Ex- 
cellency at Vienna, but now made Duke on this pro- 
motion), Due de Choiseul;* who is a Lorrainer, or 
Semi- Austrian, by very birth; and probably much fitter 
for the place. A swift, impetuous kind of man, this 
Choiseul, who is still rather young than otherwise; plenty 
of proud spirit in him, of shifts, talent of the reckless 
sort; who proved very notable in France for the next 
twenty years. 

French trade being ruined withal, money is running 

* MUiister of Foreign Aflkirs, "11th Norember 1758*" (Barbier, ly. 29d). 

6* 
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dreadfully low: but they appoint a new Controller- 
General; a M. de Silhouette, who is thought to have 
an extraordinary creative genius in Finance. Had he 
but a Fortunatus-Purse , how lucky were it! With 
Fortunatus Silhouette as purseholder, with a fiery young 
Choiseul on this hand, and a fiery old Belleisle on 
that, Pompadour meditates great things this Year, — 
Invasions of England; stronger German Armies; better 
German Plans, and slashings home upon Hanover it- 
self, or the vital point; — and flatters herself, and her 
poor Louis, that there is on the anvil, for 1759, such 
a French Campaign as will perhaps astonish Pitt and 
another insolent King. Very fixed, 'fell, and feminine 
is the Pompadour's humour in this matter. Nor is the 
Czarina's less so; but more, if possible; unappeasable 
except by^death. Imperial Maria Theresa has masculine 
reasons withal; great hopes, too, of late. Of the War's 
ending till flat impossibility stop it, there is no likeli- 
hood. 

• 

To Pitt this Campaign 1759, in spite of bad omens 
at the outset, proved altogether splendid: but greatly 
the reverse on Friedrich's side; to whom it was the 
most disastrous and unfortunate he had yet made, or 
did ever make. Pitt at his zenith, in public reputation; 
Friedrich never so low before, nothing seemingly but 
extinction near ahead, when this Year ended. The 
truth is, apart from his specific pieces of ill-luck, there 
had now begun for Friedrich a new rule of procedure, 
which much altered his appearance in the world. 
Thrice over had he tried by the aggressive or invasive 
method; thrice over made a plunge at the enemy's 
heart, hoping so to disarm or lame him: but that, with 
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resources spent to such a degree, is what he cannot do 
a fourth time; he is too weak henceforth to think of 
that. 

Prussia has always its King, and his unrivalled 
talent; but that is pretty much the only fixed item. 
Prussia versus France, Austria, Russia, Sweden and the 
German Reich, what is it as a field of supplies for war! 
Except its King, these are failing, year by year; and 
at a rate fatally swift in comparison. Friedrich cannot 
now do Leuthens, Rossbachs; far-shining feats of 
victory, which astonish all the world. His fine 
Prussian veterans have mostly perished; and have 
been replaced by new levies and recruits; who are 
inferior both in discipline and in native quality; — • 
though they have still, people say, a noteworthy taste 
of the old Prussian sort in them; and do, in fact, fight 
well to the last. But "it is observable," says Retzow 
somewhere, and indeed it follows from the nature of 
the case, "that while the Prussian Army presents 
" always its best kind of soldiers at the beginning of a 
"war, Austria, such are its resources in population, 
"always improves in that particular, and its best troops 
"appear in the last campaigns." In a word, Friedrich 
stands on the defensive henceforth ; disputing his ground 
inch by inch: and is reduced, more and more, to battle 
obscurely with a hydra-coil of enemies and impediments; 
and to do heroisms which make no' noise in the Ga- 
zettes. And, alas, which cannot figure in History 
either, -— what is mora a sorrow to me here! 

Friedrich, say all judges of soldiership and human 
character who have studied Friedrich sufficiently, "is 
greater than ever," in these four Years now coming.* 

* Berenhorst, Kiiegskunst; Retzow; &o. 
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And this, I liave found more and more to be a true 
thing; verifiable and demonstrable in time and place, 
though, unluckily for us, hardly in this time or this 
place at all! A thing which cannot, by any method, 
be made manifest to the general reader; who delights 
in shining summary feats, and is impatient of tedious 
preliminaries and investigations, — especially of maps^ 
which are the indispensablest requisite of all. A thing, 
in short, that belongs peculiarly to soldier -students; 
who can undergo the dull preliminaries, most dull but 
most inexorably needed; and can follow out, with watch-, 
ful intelligence, and with a patience not to be wearied, 
the multifarious topographies, details of movements and 
manoeuverings , year after year, on such a Theatre of 
War. What is to be done with it here! If we could, 
by significant strokes, indicate, under features true so 
far as they went, the great wide, fireflood that was 
raging round the world; if we could, carefully omitting 
very many things, omit of the things inteUigible and 
decipherable that concern Friedrich himself, nothing 
that had meaning: if indeed —I But it is idle pre* 
luding. Forward again, brave reader, under such con- 
ditions as there are! 

Friedrich's Winter in Breslau was of secluded' 
silent, sombre character, this time; nothing of stir in it 
but from work only: in marked contrast with the last, 
and its kindly visitors and gaieties. A Friedrich given 
up to his manifold businesses, to his silent sorrows. 
"I have passed my winter like a Carthusian monk," 
he writes to D'Argens: "I dine alone; I spend my life 
"in reading and writing; and I do not sup. When 
"one is sad, it becomes at last too burdensome to hide 
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** one's grief continually; and it is better to give way 
"to it by oneself, than to carry one's gloom into society. 
"Nothing solaces me but the vigorous application re- 
quired in steady and continuous labour. This dis- 
traction does force one to put away painftil ideas, 
while its lasts: but, alas, no sooner is the work done, 
"than these fatal companions present themselves again, 
"as if livelier than ever. Maupertuis was right: the 
sum of evil does certainly surpass that of good: — 
but to me it is all one; I have almost nothing more 
"to lose; and my few remaining days, what matters it 
"much of what complexion they be?"* 

The loss of his Wilhelmina, had there been no 
other grief, has darkened all his life to Friedrich. 
Readers are not prepared for the details of grief we 
could give, and the settied gloom of mind they indicate. 
A loss irreparable and immeasurable; the light of life, 
the one loved heart that loved him, gone. His pas- 
sionate appeals to Voltaire to celebrate for him in verse 
his lost treasure, and at least make her virtues immortal, 
are perhaps known to readers:** alas, this is a very 
feeble kind of. immortality, and Friedrich too well feels 
it such. All Winter he dwells internally on the sad 
matter, though soon falling silent on it to others. 

The War is ever more dark and dismal to him; a 
wearing, harassing, nearly disgusting task; on which, 
however, depends life or death. This year, he " expects 

• "Bretlau, Ist March 1769," ToD'Argens ((Euvres de FrMirlc, xix. 56). 
*♦ Otie »ur la mort de S. A. S. Mailama la Pi'inipsse lifi Biireitli ( n (Euvres 
de Vollttire, xvni. 79-86) : see Fricdrich's Letter to him (6th November 1768) ; 
with Voltaire*8 Verses in Answer (next month); Friedrich's new Letter 
(Breslau, 28d January 1769) , demanding something more, — followed bj 
the Ode Jast cited (lb. lxxii. 402; lxxyiu. 82 « 92; or lEuvret de FrMeric, 
xxiu. SO-24; &c.)' 
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"to have 300,000 enemies npon him;" and "is, with 
"his utmost effort, getting up 150,000 to set againsi 
"them." Of business, in its many kinds, there can be 
no lack! In the intervals he also wrote considerably; 
one of his Pieces is a Sermon on The last Judgment i 
handed to Reader De Catt, one evening: — to De 
Catt's surprise, and to ours; the Voiceless in a dari 
Friedrich trying to give itself some voice in this way!^ 
Another Piece, altogether practical, and done with ex- 
cellent insight, brevity, modesty, is On Tactics;** — 
properly it might be called, • "Serious very Private 
Thoughts," thrown on paper, and communicated ojjIj 
to two pr three, " On the new kind of Tactics necessary 
with those Austrians and their Allies," who are ii 
such overwhelming strength. "To whose continual 
"sluggishness, and strange want of concert, to whose 
"incoherency of movements, languor of execution, and 
"other enormous faults, we have owed, with some 
"excuse for our own faults, our escaping of destructioii 
"hitherto," — but had better not trust that way anj 
longer! Fouquet is one of the highly select, to whom 
he communicates this Piece; adding along with it, in 
Fouquet's case, an affectionate little Note, and, in spite 
of poverty, some Newyear's Gift, as usual, — the 
"Widow's Mite" (300/., we find); "receive it with 
"the same heart with which it was set apart for you: 
"a small help, which you may well have need of, in 
"these calamitous times."*** Fouquet much admires the 
new Tactical Suggestions; — seems to think, however, 

• (Ewtres ie FYidMct xt. 1-10 (soe Preoss^s Preface there; Formej, 
Sour^nirs, i. 37; &c. ftc.). 

•• RHiexions sur la Taetique: in (Emrres de Frederic, XTvin. 153-166. 

*** '^BresUn, 83d December 1758;** with Fouqaet's Answer, Sd Janoarj 
1758: in iEmres dt Fr^dMe, xx. lU-117. 
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that the certainly practicable one is, in particular, the 
last, That of "improving our Artillery to some equality 
with theirs." Foiv which, as may appear, the King 
has already been taking thought, in more ways than 
one. 

Finance is naturally a heavy part of Friedrich's 
Problem; the part which looks especially impossible, 
from our point of vision! In Friedrich's Country, the 
War Budget does not differ from the Peace one. 
Neither is any borrowing possible; that sublime Art, 
of rolling over on you know not whom the expenditure, 
needful or needless, of your heavy-laden self, had not 
yet, — though England is busy at it, — been invented 
among Nations. Once, or perhaps twice, from the 
Stdnde of some willing Provmce, Friedrich negotiated 
some small Loan; which was punctually repaid when 
Peace came, and was always gratefully remembered. 
But these are as nothing, in face of sach expenses; 
and the thought how he did contrive on the Finance 
side, is and was not a little wonderful. An ingenious 
Predecessor, whom I sometimes quote, has expressed 
himself in these words : 

"Such modicum of Subsidy" (he is speaking of 
the English Subsidy in 1758), "how useful will it 
"prove in a Country bred everywhere to Spartan thrift, 
"accustomed to regard waste as sin, and which will 
"lay out no penny except to purpose! I guess the 
"Prussian Exchequer is, by this time, much on the 
"ebb; idle precious metals tending everywhere towards 
"the melting-pot. At what precise date the Friedrich- 
"Wilhelm balustrades, and enormous silver furnitures, 
"were first gone into, Dryasdust has not informed me: 
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"but we know they all went; as they well might To 
"ine nothing is so wonderful as Friedrich's Budget 
"during this War. One day it will be carefully in- 
"yestigated, elucidated and made conceivable and certain 
" to mankind : but that as yet is far from being the case. 
"We walk about in it with astonishment; almost, were 
" it possible, with incredulity. Expenditure on this side, 
"work done on that: human nature, especially British 
"human nature, refuses to conceive it Never in this 
"world, before or since, Was the like. The Friedrich 
"miracles in War are great; but those in Finance are 
"almost greater. Let Dryasdust bethink him; and gird 
"Ms flabby loins to Ais Enterprise; which is y6ry be- 
"hoveful in these Califomian times!'* 

The general Secret of Prussian Thrift, I do fear, 
is lost from the world. 'And how an Army of about 
200,000, in field and garrison, could be kept on foot, 
and in some ability to front combined Europe, on about 
Three Million Sterling annually ("25 million tha/ers" 
= 3,150,000/., that is the steady War-Budget of those 
years), remains to us inconceivable enough; -^-^ moum- 
fiilly miraculous, as it were; and growing ever more so 
in the Nugget-generations that now run. Meanwhile, 
here are what hints I could find, on the Origins of that 
modest Sum, which also are a wonder:* 

"The Hoarded Prussian Moneys, or ^ Treasures^" (two of 
them, Kleine Schaiz^ Grosse SchatZj which are rigidly saved in 
Peace years, for incideDce of War), "being nearly run out, 
"there had com« the English Subsidy : this, with Saxony, and 
"the Home revenues and remnants ofSchatz, had sufficed for 
" 1758i but will no longer suffice. Next to Saxony, the English 
" Subsidy (670,000 /.due the second time this year) was always 

* Preuss, u. 388-392; Stcnzel, T. 137-141. 
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"Friedrich's principal resource : and in the latter years of the 
"War, I observe, it was nearly twice the amount of what all 
"his Prussian Countries together, in their ravaged and wom- 
" out state, could yield him. In and after 1759 , besides Home* 
"Income, which is gradually diminishing, and English Sub- 
"sidy, which is a steady quantity, Friedrich's sources of re- 
"venue are mainly Two. 

^^Hrst^ there is that of wringing money from your Enemies, 
"from those that have deserved ill of you, — such of them as 
"you can come at. Enemies, open or secret, even Ill-wisliers, 
"we are not particular, provided only they lie within arm's- 
" length. Under this head fall principally three Countries 
"(and their three poor Populations, in lieu of their Govem- 
"ments): Saxony, Mecklenburg (or the main part of it^ 
"Mecklenburg-*S'cAwerm), and Anhalt; from these three there 
"is a continual forced supply of mone^ and furnishings. 
"Their demerits toFri^rich differ mucnin intensity; nor is 
"his wringing of them, — which in the cases of Mecklenburg 
"and Saxony increases year by year to the nearly intolerable 
"pitch, — quite in the simple ratio of their demerits; but in 
"a compound ratio, of that and of his indignation and of his' 
"wants, 

" Saxony*, as Prime Author of this War , was from the first 
"laid hold of, collared tightly : *Pay the shot, then , what you 
"*can' (in the end it was almost what you cannot)! As to 
"Mecklenburg-Schwerin, the grudge against Prussia was of 
"very old standing, some generations now; and the present 
" Duke , not a very wise Sovereign more than his Ancestors, 
"had always been ill with Friedrich ; willing to spite and hurt 
"him when possible: in Keichs Diet he, of aU German Princes, 
"was the first that voted for Friedrich's being put to Ban of 
"the Reich, — he; and his poor People know since whether 
" that was a wise step ! The little Anhalt Princes too , all the 
"Anhalts, Dessau, Bernburg, Cothen, Zerbst" (perhaps the 
latter partially excepted , for a certain Russian Lady's sake), 
"had voted, or at least had ambiguously half- voted, in favour 
"of the Ban, and done other unfriendly things; and had now 
"to pay dear for their bits of enmities. Poor souls, they had 
"but One Vote among them all Four; — and they only half 
" gave it, tremulously pulling it back again. I should guess it 
"was their terrors mainly, and over-readiness to reckon 
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Friedrich a sinkiDg ship; and to leap from the deck of him, 

— with a spurn which he took for msolenti The Anhalt- 
Dessauers particularly , who were once of his very Army, 
half Prussians for generations back, he reckoned to have 
used him scandalously ill. 

** This Year the requisition on the Four Anhalts, — which 
they submit to patiently, as people who have leapt into the 
wrong ship , — is , in precise tale : of money , 330,000 thalers 
(about 50,000/.); recruits, 2,200; horses, 1,800. In Saxony, 
besides the fixed Taxes, strict confiscation of Meissen 
Potteries and every Royalty, there were exacted heavy 

* Contributions,' more and more heavy, from the few opulent 
Towns, chiefly from Leipzig; which were wrung out, latterly, 
under ^eat severities, — * chief merchants of Leipzig all 
*clapt m prison , kept on bread and water till they yielded,' 

— as great severities as would suffice, but not greater ; which 
also was noted. Unfortunate chief merchants of Leipzig, — 
with Briihl and Polish Majesty little likely to inaemnify 
them! Unfortunate Country altogether. An intelligent 
Saxon, who is vouched for as impartial, bears witness as 
follows: ^And this I know, that the oppressions and plunder- 
4ngs of the Austrians and Reichsfolk, in Saxony, turned all 
^hearts away from them; and it was publicly said, We had 
^rather bear the steady burden of the Prussians than such 

* help as these our pretended Deliverers brinff.' * Whereby, 
on the whole, the poor Country g:ot its back broken, and 
could never look up in the world since. Resource First was 
abundantly severe. 

"Resource Second is strangest of all; — and has given rise 
to criticism enough ! It is no other than that of issuing base 
money; mixing your gold and silver coin with copper, — this, 
one grieves to say, is the Second and extreme resource. ^A 
*rude method, — would we had a better, — of suspending 
^Cash-payments, and paying bv bank-notes instead!* thinks 
Friedrich, I suppose. From his Prussian Mints, from his 
Saxon" Twhicb are his for the present), "and front the little 
Anhalt-Bernburg Mint" (of which he expressly purchased 
the sad privilege, — for we are not a Coiner, we are a King 
reduced to suspend Cash-payments, for the time being), 
"Friedrich poured out over all Germany, in all manner of 

* Stensel (citing from Kriegskantlei, ^hich I have not), y. 137 n. 
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^' kinds, huge quantities of bad Coin. This, so long as it would 
'^ last, is more and more a copious fountain of supply. This, 
''for the first time, has had to appear as an item in War- 
'' Budget 1759: and it fails in no following, but expands more 
''and more. It was done through Ephraim, the not lovely 
"Berlin Jew, whom we used to hear of in Voltaire's time; — 
"through Ephraim and two others, Ephraim as President: in 
" return for a net Sum,' these shall have privilege to coin such 
"and such amounts, so and so alloyed; shall pay to General 
"Tauentzien, Army Treasurer, at fixed terms, the Sums spe- 
"cified: 'Go, and do it; our Mint-Officers sharply watching 
" 'you; Mint-Officers, and General Tauentzien' (with a young 
"Herr Lessing, as his Chief Clerk, of whom the King knows 
"nothing): 'Go, ye unlovely!' And Ephraim and Company 
"are making a great deal of money by the unlovely job. 
" Ephraim is the pair of tongs; the hand, and the unlovely job, 
" are a royal man s; Alas , yes. And none of us knows better 
"than King Friedrich, perhaps few of us as well, how little 
"lovely a job it was; now shockingly wnkingly it was, — 
"though a practice not unknown to German Kings and King- 
"lets before his time, and since down almost to ours * In fact, 
"these are all unkingly practices; and the English Subsidy 
"itself is distasteful to a proud Friedrich : but what, in those 
"circumstances, can any Friedrich do? 

"The first coinages of Ephraim had, it seems, in them 
"about 3-7ths of copper; something less than the half, and 
"more than the thira," — your gold sovereign grown to be 
"worth 285. Qd. "But yearly it grew worse; and in 1762" 
(English Subsidy having failed) "matters had got inverted; 
" and there was three times as much copper as silver. Com- 
"merce, as was natural, went rocking and tossing, as on a sea 
"under earthquakes; but there was always ready money 
"among Friedrich's soldiers, as among no other: nor did the 
"common people, or retail purchasers, suffer by it. *Hah, an 
" 'Ephraimite !' they would say, grinning not ill-humoureoly, 
" at sight of one of these pieces ; some of which they had more 
"specifically named ^ Blue-gowns^ " (owing to a tint of blue 
perceivable , in spite of the industrious plating in real silver, 

* In Stenzel (v. 141) , enumeration of eight or nine unhappy Potentate8« 
who were busy with it in those sivme years. 
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or at least " boiling in some solution" of it) ; "these they would 
" salute with this myme, then current : 

"Fon aui>i«n sehStij vnn inwn sohlitnm; Outside noble, inside sUm; 
"Von auxxen Friedrich, von innen Eph- Outside Friedrioli, inside Epludum. 
"raim, 

"By this time, whatever of money, from any source, can 
"be scraped together in Friedrich's world, flows wholly into 
"the Army-Chest, as the real citadel of life. In these latter 
"years of the War, beginning, I could guess, from 1759, aJl 
"Civil expenditures, and wages of Officials, cease to be paid 
"in money; nobody of that kind sees the colour even of bad 
"coin; but is paid only in *Paper Assignments, 'in Promises 
" to Pay * after the Peace.* These Paper Documents made no 
" pretence to the rank of Currency : such holders of them as 
"had money, or friends, aiid could wait, got punctuitl pay- 
" ment when iilie term did arrive ; but those that could not, 
"suffered greatly; having to negotiate their debentures on 
"ruinous terms, — sometimes at an expense of three-fourths. 
" — I will add Friedrich's practical Schedule of Amounts 
"from all these various Sources; and what Friedrich's own 
"view of the Sources was, when he could survey them from 
"the safe distance. 

^^ Schedule of Amounts" (say for 1761). "To make up the 
" Twenty -five Million thalers, necessary for the Army, there 
"are: 

''From our PrusRlnn Countries, mined, hsrried as Thalers. 

'* they have been 4 millions only, 

"From Saxony and the other Wringings, . . 7 millions. 
''English Subsidy (4 of good gold; becoppered 

*'int.o double), 8 „ 

**From Rphraim and his Farm of the Mint {MUmz- 

^*hUeitl), 7 „ 

"In sum Twenty-six Millions; leaving you one Million of mar- 
"gin, — and always a plenty of cash in hand for incidental 
"sundries.* 

"Friedrich's own view of these sad matters, as he closes 
''his History of the Seven- Years War" Tat "Berlin, 17thDecem- 
"ber 1763"', "is in these words: *May Heaven grant, — if 
"* Heaven deign to look down on the paltry concerns or men, 
" ' that the unalterable and flourishing destiny of this Country 

* Pren'ss, u. 888. 
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"'preserve the Sovereigns" who shall ffovem it, from the 
'^ 'scourges and calamities which Prussia has suffered in these 
" * times of trouble and subversion ; that they may never again 
"'be forced to recur to the violent and fatal remedies which 
"•we (Pon) have been obliged to employ in maintenance of 
" 'the State against the ambitious hatred of the Sovereigns of 
'"Europe, who wished to annihilate the House of Branden- 
'"burg, and exterminate from the world whatever bore*the 
" ' Prussian name ! ' "* 



Of the Small' War in Spnng 1759. There are Five 
Disruptions of that grand Cordon (February — ^April); 
and Ferdinand of Brunswick fights his Battle of 
Bergen (April 13th). 

Friedrich, being denied an aggressive course this 
Year, by no means sits idly expectant and defensive 
in the interim; but, all the more vigorously, as is ob- 
servable, from February onwards, strikes out from him 
on eveiy side: endeavouring to spoil the Enemy's Ma- 
gazines, and cripple his operations in that way. So 
that there was, all winter through, a good deal of 
Small-War (some of it not Small), of more importance 
than usual, — chiefly of Friedrich's originating, with 
the above view, or of Ferdinand his Ally's, on a still 
more pressing score. And, on the whole, that immense 
Austrian-French Cordon, which goes from the Carpathi- 
ans to the Ocean, had by no means a quiet time; but 
was broken into, and violently hurled back, in different 
parts: some four, or even five, — attacks upon it in 
all; three of them by Prince Henri, — in two of which 
Duke Ferdinand's people cooperated; the business being 
for mutual behoof. These latter Three were famous in 
the world, that Winter; and indeed are still recognis" 

* (Euvres de Frmrio, v. 234. 
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able as brilliant procedures of their kind; though, ex- 
cept dates and results, we can afiFbrd almost nothing of 
them here. These Three, intended chiefly against 
Keichs people and their Posts and Magazines, fell out 
on the western and middle part of the Cordon. Another 
attack was in the extreme eastward, and was for Fried- 
rich's own behoof; under Fouquet's management; — • 
intended against the Austrian-Moravian Magazines and 
Preparations, but had little success. Still another as- 
sault or invasive outroad, northward against the Russian 
Magazines , there also was ; of which by and by. Be- 
sides all which, and more memorable than all, Duke 
Ferdinand, for vital reasons of his own, fought a Battle 
this Spring, considerable Battle, and did not gain it; 
which made great noise in the world. 

It is not necessary the reader should load his me- 
mory with details of all these preliminary things; on 
the contrary, it is necessary that he keep his memory 
dear for the far more important things that lie ahead 
of these, and entertain these in a summary way, as a 
kind of foreground to what is coming. Perhaps the 
following Fractions of Note, which put matters in some- 
thing of Chronological or Synoptical form, will sufflce 
him, or more than suffice. He is to understand that 
the grand tug of War, this Year, gradually turns out 
not to be hereabouts, nor with Daun and his adjacen- 
cies at all, but with the Eussians, who arrive from the 
opposite Northern quarter; and that all else will prove 
to be merely prefatory and nugatory in comparison. 

January 2d ^ 1759: Frank fart'On-Mayn , though it is a Retch- 
stadt^ finds itself suddenly become French. "Prince de Soubise 
"lies Detween Mayn and Lahn, with his 25,000; beautifully 
"safe and convenient, — though ill off for a place-of-arms in 
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^'tiiose parts. Opulent Frankfurt, on his right; how handy 
** would that be, were not Reichs iaw so express ! ' Marburg, 
'' Giessen areoufcposts of his; on which side one of Ferdinancrs 
"people. Prince von Ysenburg, watches him with an 8 or 
"10,(KX), capable of mischief in that quarter. 

"On the Eve of Newyear's day, or on the auspicious Day 
"itself, Soubise requests, of the Frankfurt Authorities, per- 
" mission for a regiment of his to march through that Imperial 
"City. To which, by law and theory, the Imperisd City can 
" aay Yes or No; but practically cannot, without grave incon- 
"▼enience, say other than Yes, though most Frankfurters 
' ' wish it could. ' Yes ,' answer the Frai&furt Magnates ; Yes, 
' ' surely , under the known conditions. Tuesday ^ January 2d, 
"about 5 in the morning, while all is still dark m Frankfurt, 
"regiment Nassau appears, accordingly, at the Sachsen- 
"hausen G-ate, Townguard people all ready to receive it and 
" escort it through ; €uid is admitted as usual. Quite as usual : 
"but instead of being escorted throufi^, it orders, in calm 
"peremptory voice, the Townguard, To ground arms; with 
"calm rapidity, proceeds to admit ten other regiments or 
" battalions p six of them German; seizes the artillery on the 
"Walls, seizes all the other Gates: — and poor Frankfort 
" finds itself tied hand and foot , almost before it is out of bed ! 
"Done with great exactitude, with the minimum of confusion, 
" and without a hurt skin to anybodj^. The Inhabitants stood 
"silent, gazing; the Townguard laid down their arms, and 
" went home. Totally ajgainst law ; but cleverly done ; perhaps 
"Soubise's chief eiqploit in the world; certainly the one real 
" success the French have yet had. 

" Soubise made haste to summon the Magistsates : 'Law of 
" 'Necessity alone, most honoured Sirs ! Beichs Law is clear 
"'against me. But all the more shall private liberties, re- 
"'ligions^roperties, in this Imperial Free-Town, be sacred 
"'to us. Defence against any aggression; and the strictest of 
"'discipline observed. Depend on me, I bid you!* — And 
'^kept his word to an honouirable degree, they say; orinab- 
"sence, made it be kept, during the Four Years that follow. 
"Most Frankfurters are, at heart, Anti-French: but Soubise's 
"affability was perfect; and he gave evening parties of a 
"sublime character; the Magistrates all appearing there, 

Carlyk, Frederick the Great. XL '^ 
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*<in their square perukes and long gowns, ^th a moumiiil 
"joy."* 

Soubise soon went home , to assist in impoirtant businesses, 
— Invasion of England, no less; let England look to itself ^s 
Summer! — and Broglio succeedcxi him, as Army-Captain in 
the Frankfurt parts; with laurels accruing, more or less. 
Soubise, like Broglio, began with Rossbach ; Soubise ends witii 
Frankfurt, for the present; where Broglio also gains his chief 
laurels , as will shortly be seen. Frankfurt is a great gain to 
Fra,nce, though an illicit one. It puts a bar on Duke Ferdinand 
in that quarter; secures a starting-point for attacks onHessen, 
Hanover; for cooperation withContades and the Lower Rhine. 
It is the one success France has yet had in this War, or pretty 
much that it ever had in it. Due to Prince de Soubise, m that 
illegal fashion. — A highly remarkable little Boy, now in his 
tenth year, Johann Wolfgang Goethe, has his wondering eyes 
on these things: and, short while iienoe, meets daily, on the 
stairs and lobbies at home, a pleasant French Official Gkntie- 
man who is quartered there; oetween whom and Papa occur 
rubs, — as readers may remember, and shall hear in April 
coming. 

Grand Cordon disrupted: Erfurt Country , ISth February -^ 
2d March. ^* About six weeks after thisFrai^furt achievement, 
"certain Reichsfolk and Austrian Auxiliaries are observed to 




^'selves in Erfurt. Upon which Prince Henri detaches a G«n- 
"eral Knobloch thitherward, Duke Ferdinand contributing 
"4,000 to meet him there; which combined expedition, after 
"some sharp knocking and shoving, entirelj[ disrooted the 
"Austrians and Reichsrolk, and sent them packing. Had tiiem 
"quite torn out by the end of the month; and had planned 'to 
" *• attack them on two sides at once * (March 2d) , with a view 
"of swallowing them whole, — when they (these Reichs 
" Volscians, in such a state of flutter) privately hastened off, 
"one and all of them, the day before."** 

This WBS Breakage First of tiie Grand Cordon; an explorive 
hurling of it back out of those Erfurt parts. Done by Prinee 

* Tempelhof, in. 7-8; Stensel, r. 19S-S00. 
*• NtfTAliTe, in HeldeH-Geschichte, v. laa «t stq. 
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Henri's people, in concert with Duke Ferdinand's, — who were 
mntaally interested in the thing. 

Breakage Second: Erfurt-Fiilda Country ^ 31st March ~ 8th 
Ami, "About the ena of March, these intrusive Austrian 
"xteiehsfolk made some attempt to come back into those 
" Countries;; but again got nothing but hard knocks ; and gave 
"up the Erfurt project. For, close following on this Flrst^ 
"there "was a Second still deeper and rougher Breakage, in 
"those same re^ons; the Hereditary Prince of Brunswick 
" dashing throu^, on a special Errand of Ferdinand's own" 
(of which presently), "with an 8 or 10,000, in his usual fiery 
"manner; nome into the very bowels of the Reich (April 3a. 
"and for a week onward); and returning with 'above 2,000 
"'prisoners* in hand; especiallywith a Reich well frightened 
" behind him; — still in time for Duke Ferdinand's Adventure** 
(in fact, for his Battle of Bergen, of which we are to. hear). 
"Had been well assisted by Prmce Henri, who 'made danger- 
"*ou8 demonstrations in the distance,' and was extremely 
"diligent, — though the interest was chiefly Ferdinand's, this 
"time."* — Contemporary with that Hrst Erfurt Business, 
"there went on, 3(X) miles away from it, in the quite opposite 
" direction, another of the same; — too curious to be omitted. 

Across the Polish Frontier: Fehrvary 24th — March 4th. "In 
"the end of February, General Wobcrsnow, an active man, 
"was detached from (ilogau, over into Poland, Posen way, 
" To overturn the Russian provision-operations thereabouts ; 
"in particular, to look into a certain high-flying Polack, a 
"Prince Sulkowski of those parts; who with all diligence is 
"gathering food, in expectation of the Russian advent; and 
"mdeed has formally 'declared War against the King of 
"'Prussia;* having the right, he says, as a Polish Magnate, 
"subject only to his own Tiigh thought in such afi'airs. The 
"Russians and their wars are dear to Sulkowski. He fell 
"prisoner in their cause, at Zorndorf, last Autumn ; was stuck, 
"like all the others,* Soltikof himself among them, into the 
"vaulted parts of Ciistrin Grarrison: 'I am sorry I have no 
"'Siberia for you,' said Friedrich, looking, not in a benign 
"way, on the captive Dignitaries, that hot afternoon; 'goto 
"'Ciistrin, and see what you have provided for yourselves!' 
"Which they had to do; nothing, for certain days, but 

* Tempelhof, ni. 19-22. 
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'< cellarage to lodge in ; Ring inexorable, deaf to remonstrance. 
« Which possibly may have contributed to kindle Solkowaki 
'^ into these extremely high proceedings. 

"At any rate, Wobersnow punctwiUy looks in upon him: 
"seizes his considerable stock of Russian proviants; his belli- 
"gerent force, his high person itself; and in one luckless hour, 
"snuffs him out from the list of potentates. His belligerent 
"force, about 1,000 Polacks, were all compiled, *by the 
"'cudgel,* say my authorities, to take Prussian service*' (in 
garrison-regiments, and well scattered about, I suppose); ''his 
"own high person found itself sittinff locked in Glogau, left 
"to its reflexions. Sat thus 'till the War ended,' say som6; 
"certainly till the Sulkowski War had been sufficiently ex- 
" ploded by the laughter of mankind." Here are , succinctly, 
the dates of this small memorability: 

"End of February, Wobersnow gathers, at Glogan, a 
" force of about 8,000 horse and foot. Marched, 24th February^ 
"over Oder Bridge, straight into Poland; that same night, 
"to the neighbourhood of Lissa and Beisen (Sulkowski's 
"dominion), about thirty miles north-east of Glo^au. Sul- 
"kowski done next day; — part of the capture is 'fifteen 
"'small guns.' Wobersnow goes, next, forPosen; arrives, 
^^28th February; destroys Kussian Magazine, ransoms Jews. 
"Shoots out other detachments on the Magazine Enterprise; 
" — detaches Platen alon^ the Wartha, where are picked up 
" various items , among omers ' eighty tuns of brandy.' — Imt 
"himself proceeds no farther than Posen. March dthj sets 
" out again from Posen, homewards."* We shall hear again 
of Wobersnow, in a much more important way, before long. 

To the Polish Republic so-called, Friedrich explained 
politely, not apologetically: " Since you allow the Russians to 
march tiirou^h you in attack of me, it is evident tp jrour just 
minds that the attacked party must have similar privilege." 
"Truly!" answered they, in their just minds , generally; and 
made no complaint about Sulkowski (though Polish Majesty 
and Primate endeavoured to be loud about 'Invasion' and the 
like): — and indeed Polish Republic was lying, for a long 

* Naehricht von der Unternehmung des General'Mqfors von Wobersnow 
in Polen, imFeh. und Mdrz 17S9: in Seyfarth, Beylageni n. 526-529. Hel' 
den-Geschichte, y. 829. 
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while past, as if broken-backed ^ 'on Ihe^iOblic Eighway; a 
Nation anarchic erer^ fibre of it, and under ^e ^£t»an^ 
hoofs of travelling Neighbours , ^especially of Itu86ia|iJM[ei^tw: .- 
bonis; and is not now capable of saying much for itself bi . /i :'. 
such cases, or of doing any thing at all. ' - :\ 

Frankfurt Country, April 13th: Duke Ferdinand^ 8 Battle of 
Bergen. "Duke Ferdinand, fully aware what a stroke that 
"seizure of Frankfurt was to him, resolved to risk a lone 
^' march at this bad season, and attempt to drive the French 
*' out. Contades was absent in Paris , — no fear of an attack 
"fromContades*s Anhy; Broglio's in Frankfurt, grown now 
**to about 36,000, can perhaps be beaten if vigorously at- 
'^ tacked. Ferdinand appoints a rendezvous at Fulda, of 
"various Corps, Prince Ysenburg*s and others, that lie 
^'nearest, Hessiansmany of them, Hanoverians others; pro- 
"ceeds, himself, to Fulaa, with a few attendants " (a drive of 
about 200 miles); — "having left Lord George Sackville" 
(mark the sad name of him!) — Sackville, head of the 
"English 2 and General Sporken a Hanoverian, — to take 
"charge m Munster Country, during his absence. It was 
"from Fulda that he shot out the Hereditary Prince on that 
^^ important Errand we lately spoke of, under the head of 
^^^ Breakage Second,^ — namely, to clear his right flank , and 
"scare the Reich well off l^im, while he should be marching 
" on Frankfurt. All which, Henri assisting from the distance, 
"the Hereditary Prince performed to perfection, — and was 
**back (J^ml Sth), in excellent time for the Battle. 

"Ferdinand stayed hardly a day in Fulda, ranking him- 
" self and getting on the road. Did his long march of above 
"100 miles, without accident or loss of time; — of course, 
"scaring home the Broglio Outposts in haste enough', and 
^'awakening Broglio's attention in a high degree; — and 
"arrives, Thursday, April 12th, atWindecken, a Village 
*' about mteen miles north-east of Frankfurt; where he passes 
^ihe night under arms; intending Battle on the morrow. 
"Bro^o is all assembled, 35,000 strong; his Assailant, with 
" the Hereditary Rrince come in , counts rather under 30,000. 




" about six : — idle Tourists of our Time , on their return from 
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"by all judges. 

^^ Friday, 13th April 1759 , Ferdinand is astir by daybreak; 
"comes on, along one of those woody valleys, pickeering, re- 
" connoitering ; — in the end , directly up the Hill of Bergen ; 
"straight upon the key-point. It is about 10 a.k., when the 
"batteries and musketries awaken there; very loud indeed, 
"for perhaps two hours or more. Prince von Ysenbur^ is 
" leader of Perdinand's attacking party. Their attack is not 
"and fierce, and they stick to it steadily; though garden- 
"hedges, orchards and impediments are many, and BrogUo, 
" with much cannon helping, makes vigorous defence. These 
" Ysenburgers fought till Sieir cartridges were nearly spent, 
"and Ysenburg himself lay killed; but could not take 
"Bergen. Nor could the Hereditary l?rince ; who, in aid of 
"them, tried it in flank, with his own usual impetuosity re- 
" kindling theirs, and at first with some success ; but was him- 
"self taken in flank by Broglio's Reserve, and obliged to 
" desist. No getting of Bergen by that method. 

"Military critics say coolly, HTou should have smashed it 
"^well with cannon, first' (whibh Ferdinand had not in 
"stock here); *and especially have flung grenadoes into it, 
"*till it was well in name: impossible otherwise!** The 
" Ysenburgers and Hereditary Prince withdraw. No pursuit 
"of them; or almost less than none; for the one or two 
"French regiments that tried it (against order), nearly got 
"cut up. Broglio, like a very Daun at Kolin, had strictly 
"forbidden all such attempts: 'On no temptation quit your 
"* ground!* 

I* The Battle, after this, lay quiet all afternoon ; Ferdinand 
"still insight; motioning much, to tempt French valour into 
"chasing of him. But all in vain: Broglio, though his sub- 
"altemskeptiirging, remonstrating, was peremptory not to 
"stu:. Whereupon, towards evening, across certain woody 
"Heights, perhaps still with some hope of drawing him out, 
" Ferdinana made some languid attempt on Brogno*s wing, 

* Maavillon, n. 19. 
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''or wings; — and this also failing, had to give up the affair. 
''He continued cannonading till deep. in the night; witiidrew 
'*to Windecken: and about two next morning, marched for 
"home, — still with little or no pursuit: but without hope of 
'^ Frankfurt henceforth. And in fact, has a painful Summer 
'^ ahead. 

'^Ferdinand had lost 5 cannon, and of killed and wounded 
"2,500: the French counted their loss at about 1,900.* The 
"joy of France over this immense victory was extraordinary. 
"Broelio was made Prince of the Reich, Mar^chal de France ; 
"wouid have been raised to the stars, had one been able, — 
"for the time being. 'And your immense victory,' so sneered 
"the bystanders! ' consists in not being beaten , under those 
"'excellent conditions; — perhaps victory is a rarity just 



"'now'" 



This is the Battle' which our Boy-Friend Johann Wolf- 

Cg watched with such interest, from his garret- window, 
r afker hour; all Frankfurt simmering round him , in such 
a whirlpool of self-contradictory emotions ; till towards even- 
ing, wnen, in long rows of carts, poor wounded Hessians and 
Hanoverians came jolting in, and melted every heart into 
pity, into wailing sorrow, and eagerness to help. A little 
Later, PapaG-oethe, stepping down stairs, came across the 
OfficuJ French GenUeman; who said radiantly: "Doubtless 
"you congratulate yourself and us on this victory to his 
"Majesty's arms." " Not a whit {KeineswegsY answered Papa 
Qt>ethe, a stiff kind of man, nowise in the mood of con- 
gratulating : " on the contrary, I wish they had chased you to 
"the Devil, though I had had to go too ! " Which was a great 
relief to his feelings, though a dangerous one in the cir- 
cumstances.** 

Breakage Third: Over the Metal Mountains into Bdhmen 
{April 14(1^20^. "Ferdinand's Battle was hardly ending, 
"when Prince Henri poured across the Mountains, — in two 
"columns, Hiilsen leading the inferior or rightmost one, — 
" into Leitmeritz-£ger Country; and made a most successful 
" business of the Austrian Magazines he found there. Maga* 
"sines aU filled; Enemy all galloping for Prag: — Daun 

* Msnymon, n. 10-19 ; Tempelhof, m. 26-31. 

** €h>eUie'a WerkB (Stuttf art and TUbingen, 1889), xxiv. iPUhtung und 
Wtkrh9it, u) 16M57. 
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'* himself, who is sitting vigilant, far in the interior, at 
^' Jaromiitz this month past, was tiunown into hnge flurry , for 
<^ some days ! Speedy Henri (almost on the one condition of 
^^bemg speedy) had his own will of the Magazines: bnmt, 
"Hufsen and he, 'about 600,00(V. worth* of Austrian pro- 
'^ render in those parts, 'what would hare kept 50,000 men 
*' ' ^ve months in bread * ^not to mention hay at all) ; gave the 
"Enemy sore slaps Tcaugnt about 3,000 of him , tiot yet got on 
''gallop for Prag) ; Dumt his 200 boats on the Elbe : — forced 
"him to begin anew at the beginning; and did, in effect, 
"considerably lame and retara certain of his operations 
" throng the Summer. Speedy Henri marched ior home, 
"April^Oth; and was all across the Mountains, April 23d: 
"a profitable swift nine days."* — And on the sixth day 
hence, he will have sometmng similar, and still more im- 
portant, on foot. A swift man, when he must ! 

Breakage Fourth: Into Mcihren (ApHl ieik-2 1st), "This is 
"Fouquefs attempt, alluded to above; of which, — as every 
"reader must be satisfied with Small- War, — we will give 
"only the dates. Fouquet, ranking at Leobschiitz, in Neisse 
"Coun^, did break through into Mahren, pushing^ the 
"Austrians before him; but found the Magazines either 
"emptied, or too inaccessible for any worth they had; — 
"comd do nothing on the Magazines; and returned without 
"result; home at Leobschiitz again on the fifth day."** This, 
however , had a sequel for Fouquet ; which , as it brought the 
King himself into those neighbourhoods, we shall have to 
mention, farther on. 

Breakage Hfih: Into B-ankm {May 6th— Jvne lst\ "This 
"was Prince Henri's Invasion of the Bamberg-Niimberg 
"Countries; a much sharper thing than in any former Year. 
"Much the most famous, and," luckily for us, "the last of 
"the Small- War affairs for the present. Started, — from 
" Tschopau region , Bamberg way, — April 29th — May 5th. 
"In Three Columns: Finck leftmost, anaforemost^ink had 
"marched, April 29th, pretending to mean for Bohemia); 
"after whom Knobloch: and (May 5th) the Prince himself. 
"Who has an eye to the Keichs Mi^azines and Preparations, 
"as usual; — nay,' aneyetotheirCampofBendezvous, And 

* Tempelhirf; m. 47-5S; Hriden-Gesekiekie, t. 96S-9e8. 
** Helden-GeKkichte, y. 958-963; Tempelho^ m. 44-47. 
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'^ to a fight with tiieir nuBcellaneoxis Selves and Auxiliaries , if 
'Hhey will stand fight. *You will have to leave Saxony, and 
'' 'help US with the Aussians, soon: beat those Keichs people 
** * first ! ' urged the King : * well-beaten, they will not double 
"'Saxony for a while.* If they will stand fight? But they 
"would not at all. They stanick their tents everywhere; 
"burnt their own Magazines, in some cases; and only went 
"mazing hither and thither,' — gravitating all upon Niim- 
"berg, and an impregnable Camp which thej have in that 
"neighbouriiood. Supreme Zweibriick was himself with 
" them ; many Croats , Austrians , led by Maguire and others ; 
" all marching, whirling at a mighty rate ; with a countenance 
"sometimes of vigour, but always with Niimberg Camp in 
**rear. There was swift marching, really beautiful manoeuver- 
" ing here and there ; sharp bits of fighting, too, almost in the 
"battle-form: — Maguire tried, or was lor trying, a stroke 
"with Finck; but made off hastily, glad to get away.* 
"Majr 11th, at Himmelskron in Baireuth, one Kiedesel of 
"theurs had fairly to ^und arms, self and 2,500, and become 
"prisoners of war." Much of this manoeuvering and scuffling 
was in Baireuth Territory. Twice, or even thrice. Prince 
Henri was in Baireuth Town: 'marched through Baireuth,' 
say the careless Old Books. Through Baireuth: — No Wil- 
helmina now there , with her tremulous melodies of welcome ! 
Wilhelmina's loves, and terrors for her loved, are now all 
still. Perhaps her poor Daughter of Wiirtemberg, wandering 
unjustly disgraced, is there; Papa, the widower Margraf, ]s 
for marmng again :** — march on, Prince Henri ! 

"In Baxnberg," says a Note from Archenholz, "the Reichs 
"troops burnt meir Magazine: and made for Niimberg, as 
"usual; but left some thousand or two of Croats , who would 
"not yet. Boiobloch and his Prussians appetured shortly 
"after; summoned Bamberg ^ which agreed to receive them; 
"and were for taking possession; but found the Croats deter- 
" mined otherwise. Fight ensued ; fight in the streets; which, 
*'in hideousness of noises, if in nothing else, was beyona 
"parallel. The inhabitants sat all quaking in their cellars; 
"not an inhabitant was to be seen : a City dead, — and given 

* Tempelhoff in.* 64. 

** Married, 20th September 1759 (a Bmnswiek Princess, Sister'8-daaghter 
of hii late Wi£a) ; died within four years. 
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'* Up to the demons, in this manner. Not for some hours were 
'^the Croats got entirely trampled out. Bamberg, as usual, 
"became a Prussian place-bf-arms ; was charged to pay 
''ransom of 40,000/.: — Vcannot possibly!* — did pay some 
" 14,000/. , and gave oills for the remainaer." * Whicn bills, 
let us mark withal, the Kaiser in Keichs Diet decareed to 
be invalid: 'Don't pay them!* A thing not forgotten by 
Friedrich; — though it is understood the Bambergers, lest 
worse might happen, privately paid their bills. "The Ex- 
"pedition lasted, in whole, not auite four weeks: June 1st, 
'^ Prince Henri was at the Saxon nrontier again; the G-erman 
"world all ringing loud, — in jubilation, counter-jubilation, 
"and a great variety of tones, — with the noise of what he 
"had done. A sharp swift man; and, sure enough, has 
"fluttered the Reichs Volscians in their Corioli to an unex- 
"pected degree.*'** 

A Colonel' Wunsch (Lieutenant-Colonel of the Free-Corps 
Wunsch) distinguished himself in this Expedition; the be- 
ginning of notably great things to him in the few following 
months. Wunsch is a Wiirtemberger by birth: has been in 
many services, always in subaltern posts, and^ tnis jeax, will 
testify strangely how worthy he was of the higher. Wliat a 
Year, this of 1759. to stout old Wunsch I In the Spring, here 
has he just seen nis poor son. Lieutenant Wunsch^ perish 
in one of these scuffles; in Autumn, he will see himself a 
General, shining suddenly bright, to his King and to all the 
world; before Winter, he will be Prisoner to Austria, and 
eclipsed for the rest of this War! — Kleist, of the Qreen 
Hussars, also made a figure here; and onwards rapidly ever 
higher ; to the top of renown in his business : — fallen heir to 
Mayer's place, as it were. A Note says : " Poor Mayer of the 
"Free Corps does not ride with tiie Prince on this occasion. 
"Mayer, dangerously worn down with the hard services of 
"last Year, and himself a man of too sleepless temper, caught 
"a fever in the New-year time; and died within few days: 
" burnt away before his time ; much regretted by his Brethren 
" of the Army , and some few others. G^one in this way ; with 

* Archenholtz, i. 371-S. 

** Seyfarth, Beylagen, n. 537-568; Bericht von der Unternehmung des 
Prinzen Heimich in Franken, tm Jahr 1759; HeLden-Geschickte, v. 1093-1089; 
Tempelhof, in. 58 et seq. 
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^' a high career juBt openings on him at the long last ! Mayer 
"was of Austrian, of hali 'Spanish birth; a musical, really 
"melodious, affectionate, but indicant, wildly stormfiu 
^'mortal; and had had adventures without end. Something 
"of pathos, of tragedy, in the wild Life of him.* A man of 
"consideraole genius, military and other; — genius in the 
" sleepless kind , which is not the best kind ; sometimes a very 
"bad Kind. The fame of Friedrich invites such people from 
^' all sides of the world ; and this was no doubt a sensible help 
" to him." — But enough of all this. 

Here, surely, is abundance of preliminary Small- 
War, on the part of a Friedrich reduced to the defen- 
fiiye! — Fouquet's Sequel, hinted at above, was to this 
effect. On Fouquet's failing to get hold of the Mora- 
vian Magazines, and returning to his Post at Leob- 
schtltz, a certain rash General Deville, who is Austrian 
chief in those parts, hastily rushed through the Jilgem- 
dorf Hills, and « invaded Fouquet Only for a few days; 
and had very bad success, in that 'bit of retaliation. 
The King, who is in Landshut, in the middle of his 
main cantonments, hastened over to Leobschtitz with 
reinforcement to Fonquet; in the thought that a finish- 
ing stroke might be done on this Deville; — and would 
have done it, had not the rash man plunged off again 
(May 1st, or the night before); homewards, at full 
speed. So that Friedirich, likewise at full speed, could 
catch nothing of him; but merely cannonade him in the 
Passes of Zuckmantel, and cut off his rearguard of 
Croats. Poor forlorn of Croats, whom he had left in 
some bushy Chasm; to gain him a little time, and then 

^ StiU worfk r«»ding: in Paall (onr old waUry Brandtnbttrg'HistQry 
Friend), Leben grosser Helden (Halle, 1759-1764, 9yoll.)x ni. 142-188; — 
mnoh the best Piece la that still rather watery (or windy) Collection, 
which, howeyer, is aathentic, and has some tolerable Portraits. 
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to perish if they must! as T^mpelhof remarks. * Upon 
which Friedrich retomed to Landshut; and Fouquet 
had peace again. 

It was from this Landshut region, where his main 
cantonments are, that Friedrich had witnessed all these 
Inroads, or all except the very earliest of them; the 
first Erfiirt one, and the Wobersnow-Sulkowski. He 
had quitted Breslau in the end of March, and gone 
to his cantonments; quickened thither, probably, bj a 
stroke that had befallen him at Griefenberg, on his 
Silesian side of the Cordon. At Griefenberg stood the 
Battalion Dtlringshofen, with its Colonel of the same 
name, — grenadier people of good quality, perhaps 
near 1,000 in whole. Which Battalion, Greneral Beck, 
after long preliminary study of it, from his Bohemian 
side, — marching stealthily on it, one night (March 
25th-26th), by two or more roads, ynih 8,000 men, 
and much preliminary Croatwork, — contrived to en- 
velope wholly, and carry off with him, before help 
could come up. This, I suppose, had quickened Fried- 
rich's arrival. He has been in that region ever since, 
— in Landshut for the last week or two; and returns 
thither after the Deville affair. 

And at Landshut, — which is the main Pass into 
Bohemia or from it, and is the grand observatory point 
at present, — he will have to remain till the first days 
of July; almost three months. Watching, and waiting 
on the tedious Daun, who has the lifting of the curtain 
this Year! Daun had come to Jaromirtz, to his canton- 
ments, "March 24th" (almost simultaneously with Fried- 
•^ch to his); expecting Friedrich's Invasion, as usual. 

* Tempelhof, m. 60. 
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Long days sat Daan, expecting the King in Bohemia: 
— "There goes he, at last!" thought Daun, on Prince 
Henries late flamy appearance there (Breakage Third 
we labelled it); — and Daun had hastily pushed a Divi- 
sion thitherward, double-quick, to. secure Prag; but 
foxmd it was only the Magazines. "Above four-mil- 
lions worth^' (600,000/., counting the tkalers into sterling), 
"above four-millions worth of bread and forage gone 
to ashes, and the very boats burnt? Well; the poor 
Reichsfolk, or our poor Auxiliaries to them, will have 
Qmpty haversacks: — but it is not Pragl*' thinks 
Daun. 

At what exact point of time Daun came to see that 
Friedrich was not intending Invasion, and would, on 
the contrary, require to be invaded, I do not know. 
But it must have been an interesting discovery to Daun, 
if he foreshadowed to himself what results it would 
have on him: "Taking the defensive, then? And 
what is to become of one^s Cunctatorship in that case!" 
Tes, truly. Cunctatorship is not now the trade needed; 
there is nothing to be made of playing Fabius Cuno- 
tator: — and Daun's fame henceforth is a diminishing 
quantity. The Books say he "wasted above five weeks 
in corresponding with the Russian Generals.** In fact, 
he had now weeks enough on hand; being articulately 
resolved (and even commanded by Kriegshofirath) to do 
nothing till the Russians came up; — and also (mar- 
ticulately and by command of Nature) to do as little 
as possible after! This Year, and indeed all years fol- 
lowing, the Russians are to be Daun's best card. 

Waiting for three months here till the curtain rose, 
it was Friedrich that had to play Cnnctator. A wean- 
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dome task to him, we need not doubt. But he did it 
with anxious vigilance; ever thinking Daon would try 
something, either on Prince Henri or on him, and that 
the Play would begin. But the Play did not There 
was endless scuMng and bickering of Outposts; much 
hitching and counter- hitching, along that Bohemian- 
Silesian Frontier, — Daun gradually hitching up, left- 
wards, northwards, to be nearer his Russians; Friedrieh 
counter-hitching, and, in the end, detaching against the 
Russians, as they approached in actuality. The de- 
tails of all which would break the toughest patiencew 
Not till July came, had both parties got into the Lau- 
sitz; Daun into an impregnable Camp neat Mark-Lissa 
(in GorlitB Country); Friedrich, opposite and eastward 
of him, into another at Schm5ttseifen: — still after 
which, as the Russians still were not come, the hitching 
(if we could concern ourselves with it), the maze of 
strategic shuffling and counter-dancing, ad the Russians 
get nearer, will become more intricate than ever. 

Except that of General Beck on Battalion Dtirings- 
hofen, — if that was meant as retaliatory, and was not 
rather an originality of Beck's , who is expert at sudi 
strokes, — Daun, in return for all these injurious As- 
saults and Breakages, tried Httle or no retaliation; and 
got absolutely none. Deville attempted once, as we 
saw; Loudon once, as perhaps we shall see: but both 
proved ftitile. For the present absolutely none. Next 
Year indeed, Loudon, on Fouquet at Landshut — • But 
let us not anticipate! Jast before quitting Landshut 
for Schmottseifen, Friedrich himd^f rode inta Bohemia,' 
to look more narrowly; and held Trautenau, at the 
bottom of the Pass, for a day or two — But the reader 
has had enough 6f Small- War! Of the present Loudon 
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attonpt, Friedrich, writing to Brotber Henn, who is 
just home firom his Franconian Invasion {Breakage Fifth\ 
has a casual word, which we will quote. "Reieh-Hen- 
nersdorf' is below Landshut, farmer down the Pass; 
"Liebau" still fiuiher down, — and its "Gallows," 
doubtless, is on some knoll in the environs ! 

Beich'ffennersdorfy dth June. "My congratulations 
"on ihe excellent success you have had" (out in Fran- 
kenland yonder) I "Your prisoners, we hear, are 3,000; 
"the desertion and concision in the Reichs Army are 
"affirmed to be enormous: — T give those Reichs fel- 
"fows two good months" (scarcely took so long) "to be 
"in a condition to show face again. As hr ourselves, 
"I can send you nothing but contemptibilities. We 
"have never yet had the beati£f vision of Him with 
"the Hat and Consecrated Bword" (Papal Daun, that 
is); "they amuse us with the Sieur Loudon instead; 
" — who, three days ago" (7th July, two days) "did 
"us the honour of a visit, at the Gallows of Liebau. 
"He was conducted out again, with all the politeness 
"imaginable, on to near Schatzlar," well over the Bo- 
hemian Border; "where we flung a score of cannon 
"volleys into the" — into the ^^derriere of him, and 
"everybody returned home."* 

Perhaps the only points now noticeable in this tedi- 
ous Landshut interim, are Two, hardly noticed then at 
all by an expectant world. The first is: That in the 
King^s little inroad down to Trautenau, just mentioned, 
four cannon drawn by horses were part of the King's 
fighting gear, — the first appearance of Horse Artillery 
in the world. "A very great inveiition," says the mili- 
tary mind: "guns and carriages are light, and made of 

* In ScMniMQ, a. 65: "9th June 1759.'' 
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*'the best material for strength; the gunners all mdnnted 
^'as postillions to them. Can scour along, over hill and 
^'dale, wherever horse can; and burst out, on the sudden, 
"where nobody was expecting artillery. Devised 
"in 1758; ready this Year, four light six-pounders; 
"tried first in the King's raid down to Trautenau" 
(June 29th-30th). "Only four pieces as yet But 
"these did so well, there were yearly more. Imitated 
"by the Austrians, and gradually by all the world."* 

The second fact is: That Herr Guichard (Author 
of that fine Book on the War-methods of the Greeks 
and Romans) is still about Friedrich, as he has been 
for above a year past, if readers remember; imd, during 
those tedious weeks, is admitted to a great deal of con- 
versation with the King. Readers will consent to this 
Note on Guichard; and this shall be our ultimatum on 
the wearisome Three Months at Landshut. 

Major Quintus IcUius. " Guichard is by birth a Magde- 
** burner, age now thirty-four ; a solid, staid man, with a ffood 
^'deal of hard faculty in him, and of culture unusual' for a 
^' soldier. A handy ^ sagacious , learned and intelligent man ; 
'*whom Friedrich, m the course of a year's experience, has 
"grown to see willingly about him. There is something of 
"positive in Guichard, of stiff and, as it were, grittv. which 
" might have offended a weaker taste : but Friedrich likes the 
"rugged sense of the man; his real knowled^ on certain 
"interesting heads; and the precision with which the luiown 
" and the not rightiy known are divided firom one another, in 
" Guichard. 

"Guichard*8 business about the King has been miscel- 
" laneous, not worth mention hitherto ; but to appearance was 
"well done. Of talk they are beginning to have more and 
"more; especially at Landshut here, in these days of 

* Sey&rth, n. 54S. 
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"waiting; a flpreat deal of talk on the Wars of the Ancients, 
" Guichard's Book naturally leading to that subject. One 
"night, dateable accidentally about 9ie end of May, the topic 
"happened to be Pharsalia, and the excellent conduct of a 
"certain Centurion of the Tenth Legion, who, seeing 
"PompeVs people about to take him in flank, suddenly flung 
" himself into oblique order" (schrdge Stellung . as we did at 
Leuthen), "thereby outflanking Pompey's people, and ruining 
" their manoeuvre and them . 'A dexterous m an. that Quintus 
" Icilius the Centurion ! ' observed Friedrich. * Ah , yes : but, 
** excuse me, your Majesty, his name was Quintus CsBcilius,' 
" said Guichard. * No , it was Icilius , * said the King , positive 
"to his opinion on that small point; which Guichard had not 
"the art to let drop; though, except assertion and counter- 
" assertion, what could be made of it there? Or of what use 
"was it anywhere? 

"Next day, Guichard came with the Book" (what *Book' 
nobody would ever yet tell me), "and j)utting his finder on 
"the passage, *See, your Majesty: Quintus CoBciliusT" ex- 
" tinguished his royal opponent. * Hm , ' answered Friedrich ; 
"*8or — Well, you shall be Quintus Icilius, at any rate!' 
"And straightway had him entered qn the Army Books as 
" * Major Quintus Icilius : ' his Mayorship is to be dated , * 10th 
"April 1758' (to give him seniority); and from and after this 
"*26th May 1759,' he is to command the late Du Verger's 
"Free-Battalion. All which was done; — the War-Omces 
"somewhat astonished at such advent of an antique Roman 
"among them; but writing as bidden, the hand being plain, 
"and the man an undeniable article. Onward from which time 
"there is always a * Battalion Quintus' on their Books, instead 
" of Battalion Du Verger ; by degrees two Battalions Qumtus, 
"and at length three, and Quintus become a Colonel: — at 
"which point the War ended; and the three Free-Battalions 
"Quintus, like all others of the same type, were discharged." 
This is the authentic origin of the new name Quintus, which 
Guichard got, to extinction of the old; substantially this, as 
derived firom Quintus himself, — though in the precise details 
of it there are obscurities, never yet solved by the learned. 
Nicolai, for example , though he had the story from Quintus in 
person, who was his familiar acquaintance , and often came to 
see him at Berlin, does not, with his usual punctuality, say, 

Carlyle, Prederieh the Great, XL B 
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nor even confess that he has forgotten , what Book it was that 
Quintus brought with him to confute the King on their Icilins- 
Cascilius controyersy ; Nicolai only says , that he , for his part, 
in the fields of Roman Literature and History, knows only 
three Quintus-Iciliuses , not one of whom is of the least likeh- 
hood; and in fact, in the above sunmiary, I have had to 
invert my Nicolai on one point, to make me story stick to- 
gether.* 

'^ Quintus had been bred for the clerical profession; care- 
'^ fully, at various Universities, Ley den last of all; and had 
''even preached, as candidate for license, — I hope with 
''moderate orthodoxy; — though he soon renounced that 
'^ career. Exchanged it for learned and vigorous general 
"study, with an eve to some College Professorship instead. 
"He was still hardly twenty-three, when, in 1747, the new 
'*Stattholder," Prince of Orange, whom we used to know, 
"who had his eye upon him as a youth of merit, graciously 
"undertook to get him placed at Utrecht, in a vacancy whicn 
"had just occurred there, — whither the Prince was just 
'^ bound, on some ceremonial visit of a high nature. The 
"glad Quintus, at that time Guichard and nttle thinking of 
"such an alias, hastened to set off in the Princess train; out 
" could get no conveyance, such was the press of people all 
"for Utrecht. And did not arrive till next day , — and found 
"quarter, with difficulty, in the garret of some overflowing 

"In the lower stories of his Inn, solitary Guichard , when 
"ni^ht fell, heard a specific gaudeamus going on; and in- 
' ' quired what it was. ' A company of Professors, handselling 
"a newly-appointed Professor;* — appointed, as the next 
"question taught, to the very Chair poor Quintus had come 
"for! Serene Highness could not help himself; the 
" Utrechters were so bent on the thin^. Quintus lay awake, 
"all night, in his truckle-bed; and gloomily resolved to 
"have done with Professorships , and become a soldier. 'If 



sellings, promises and outlooks on the professorial side of 
" things. So that Serene Highness had to grant him his com- 

* Nlcolaii Anekdoten, yi. 128'146. 
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<* mission; and Quintus was a soldier thenceforth. Fought, 
" more or less , in the sad remainder of that Cmnberland-Saze 
"War; and, afterthe Peace of 1748, continued in the Dutch 
" service. Where, loth to be idle , he got his learned Books . 
" out again , and took to studying thoroughly the Ancient Art 
" of War. After years of this, it had grown so hopeful that he 
" proceeded to a Book upon it ; and , oy degrees , determined 
"that he must get to certain Libraries in England, before 
"finishing. In 1754, on furlough, graciously allowed and 
"continued, he came to London accordin^y; finished his 
"manuscript there (printed at the Hague, 1y57*): and new 
"War having now begun, went over (probably with English 
"introductions) as volunteer to Duke Ferdinand. By Duke 
"Ferdinand he was recommended to Friedrich, the goal of 
"all his efforts, as of every vagrant soldier's in those times: 
" — and here at last, as Quintus Icilius, he has found per- 
"manent billet, a Battalion and gradually three Battalions, 
" and will not need to roam any farther. 

" They say , what is very credible , that Quintus proved an 
"active, stout and effectual soldier, in his kind; and perhaps 
" we may hear of some of his small- war adventures by and 
"by: that he was a studious, hard-headed, well-informed 
"man, and had written an excellent Book on his subject, is 
"still abundantly clear. Readers may look in the famous 
^^ Grihhou* BAutobiographf/, or still better in the Guichard Book 
"itself, if they want evidence. The famous Gibbon was 
" drilling and wheeling, very peaceably indeed , in the Hamp- 
" shire Militia, in those wild years of European War. Hamp- 
" shire Militia served as kev, or glossary in a sort, to this new 
"Book of Guichard's, which Gibbon eagerly bought and 
"studied; and it was Guichard, alias Quintus Icilius, who 
"taught Gibbon all he ever knew of Ancient War, at least all 
"tiie teaching he ever had of it, for his renowned Decline and 
"Fa//."** 

* Mimoires Militaires mr les &c, (k La Haye, 1757: 2 voU. 4to) ; — was 
in the 5th edition , whon I last heard of it. 

** See Gibbon's Works (4to, London, 1796: Memoirs of mn Life and 
Wfitingt), I. 97; and (Extiails de mes Lectures) ii. 52-54, of dates, May 
l^h-26lh , 1762 , — daring which days Gibbon is engaged in actaal reading 
of the M^moires Mititaiies; and already knows the Author by bis alias of 
Qaintns Icilins, "a man of eminent sagacity and insight, who was in the 
"Dutcbi and is now, I believe, in the Prussian service," 

8* 



116 fRIEDRICH LIKE TO BE OVERWHELMED. [bookXTL 

JaA» — Jaly 1759. 

It was in the last days of June that Daun, after 
many hitchings, got into more decisive general move- 
ment northward; and slowly but steadily planted him- 
self at Mark-Lissa in the LauSitz: upon which, after 
some survey of the phenomenon, Friedrich got to 
Schmottseifen, opposite him, July 10th. Friedrich, on 
noticing such stir, had ridden down to Trautenau (June 
29th- 30th), new Horse -Artillery attending, to look 
closer into Daun's affairs; and, seeing what they were, 
had thereupon followed. Above a month before this, 
Friedrich had detached a considerable force against the 
Eussians, — General Dohna, of whom in next Ohaptei': 
and both Daun and he again sit waiting, till they see 
farther. Rapid Friedrich is obliged to wait; watching 
Daun and tlie Dohna-Eussian adventure: slow Daun 
will continue to wait and watch there, long weeks and 
months, after that is settled, that and much else, fully 
to his mind! Each is in his impregnable Camp; and 
each, Daun especially, has his DivisionJs and. Detach- 
ments hovering round him, near or far, on different 
strategic errands; each Main- Camp like a planet with 
various moons — : Mark-Lissa especially, a kind of sun 
with planets' and comets and planetary moons: — of 
whose intricate motions and counter-motions, mostly 
unimportant to us, we promised to take no notice, in 
face of such a cjrisis just at hand. 

By the 6th of July, slow Daun had got hitched into 
his Camp of Mark-Lissa; and four days after,. Friedrich 
attending him, was in Schmottseifen: where" again was 
pause; and there passed nothing mentionable, even on 
Friedrich's score; and till July was just ending, the 
curtain did not fairly rise. Pause of above two weeks 
on Friedrich's part, and of almost three months on 
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Daun's. Mark-Lissa, an impregnable Camp, is on the 
Lausitz Border; with Saxony, Silesia, Bohemia all con- 
verging hereabouts, and Brandenburg itself in the 
vicinity, — there is not a better place for waiting on 
events. Here, accordingly, till well on in September, 
Daun Bat immovable; not even hitching now, — only 
shooting out Detachments, planetary, cometary, at a 
great rate, chiefly on his various Russian errands. 

Daun, as we said, had been uncomfortably sur- 
prised to find, by degrees, that Invasion was not Fried- 
rich's plan this Year; that the dramatic, parts are redis- 
tributed, and that the playing of Fabius-Cunctator will 
not now serve one's turn. Daun, who may well be 
loth to believe such a thing , clings to his old part, and 
seems very lazy to rise and try another. In fact, he 
does not rise, properly speaking, or take up his new 
part at all. This Year, and all the following, he waits 
carefully till the Russian Lion come; will then endeavour 
to assist, — or even do jackal, which will be safer stiH 
The Russians he intends shall act lion^, he himself 
modestly playing the subaltern but much safer parti 
Diligent to flatter the lion; will provide him guidances, 
and fractional sustenances, in view of the coming hunt; 
will eat the lion's leavings , once the prey is slaugh- 
tered. This really was, in some sort, Daun's yearly 
game , so long as it would last ! — 

July ending, and the curtain fairly risen, we shall 
have to look at Friedrich with our best eyesight.. Pre- 
paratory to which, there is, on Friedrich's part, ever 
since the middle of June , this Anti-Russian Dohna ad- 
venture going on: — of which, at first, and till about 
the time of getting to Schmottseifen , he had great 
hopes; great, though of late rapidly sinking again: — 
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into wliicli we must first throw a glance, as properly 
the opening scene. 



Fouquet has been left at Landshnt, shouldithe Dann 
remnants still in Bohemia think of invading. Fouquet 
is about rooting himself rather firmly into that im- 
portant Post; fortifying various select Hills round Lands- 
hut, with redoubts, curtains, communications; so as to 
keep ward there, inexpugnable to a much stronger 
force. There for about a year, with occasional short 
sallifes, on errands that arise, Fouquet sat successfully 
vigilant; resisting the DeviUes, Becks, Harsches; pro- 
tecting Grlatz and the Passes of Silqpia: in about a year 
we shall hear of his fortunes worsening, and of a great 
catastrophe to him in that Landshut Post 

Friedrich allowed theReichsfolk"two good months," 
after all that flurrying and havoc done on them, "before 
they could show face in Saxony." They did take about 
that time; and would have taken more, had not Prince 
Henri been called away by other pressing occasions in 
Friedrich's own neighbourhood; and Saxony, for a good 
while (end of June to beginning of September), been 
left almAst bare of Prussian troops. Which encourages 
the Reichs Army to hurry afield in very unprepared 
condition, — still rather within the two months. End 
of July, Light people of them push across to Halber- 
stadt or Halle Country; and are raising Contributions, 
and plundering diligently, if nothing else. Of which 
we can take no notice farther: if the reader can re- 
collect it, well; if not, also well. The poor Reichs 
Army nominally makes a figure this Year, but nominally 
only; the effective part of it, now and henceforth, being 
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Austrian Anxiliaries, and theReichs part as flaccid and 
insignificant as ever. 

Prince Henri's call to quit Saxony was this. Daun, 
among the numerous Detachments he was making, of 
which we can take no notice, had shot out Two (rather 
of cometary type, to use our old figure), — which every 
reader must try to keep in mind. Two Detachments, 
very considerable: Haddick (who grew at last to 20,000), 
and Loudon (16,000); who are hovering about myste- 
riously over the Lausitz; — intending what? Their in- 
tention, Friedrich thinks, especially Haddick's intention, 
may be towards Brandenburg, and even Berlin: where- 
fore he has summoned Henri to look after it. Henri, 
resting in cantonments about Tschopau and Dresden, 
after the late fatigues, and idle for the moment, hastens 
to obey; and is in Bautzen neighbourhood, from about 
the end of June and onward. Sufficiently attentive to 
Haddick and Loudon: who make no attempt on Bran- 
denburg; having indeed, as Friedrich gradually sees, 
and as all of us shall soon see, a very different object 
in viewl — 
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CHAPTER II. 

general dohna; dictator wedell: battle of 

zCllichau. 

The Russian Lion, urged by Vienna and Versailles, 
made his entry, this Year, earlier than usual, — coining 
now within wind of Mark-Lissa, as we see; — and has 
stirred Daun into motion, Daun and everybody. From 
the beginning of April, the Russians, hybemating in 
the interior parts of Poland, were awake, and getting 
slowly under way. April 24th, the Vanguard of 10,000 
quitted Thorn ; June 1st, Vanguard is in Posen; followed 
by a First Division and a Second, each of 30,000. They 
called it "Soltikof crossing the Weichsel with 100,000 
men;" but, exclusive of the Cossack swarms, there 
were not above 75,000 regulars: nor was Soltikof their 
Captain just at first; our old friend Fermor was, and 
continued, to be till Soltikof, in a private capacity, 
reached Posen (June 29th), and produced his new com- 
mission. At Fermor's own request, as Fermor pre- 
tended, — who was skilled in Petersburg politics, and 
with a cheerful ' face served thenceforth as Soltikof s 
second. 

At Posen, as on the road thither, ^ej find Sul- 
kowski^s and the other burnt provenders abundantly 
replaced: it is evident they intend, in concert witii 
Daun, to enclose Friedrich between two fires, and do 
something considerable. Whether on Brandenburg or 
Silesia, is not yet known to Friedrich. Friedrich, since 
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the time they crossed Weichsel, has given them his hest 
attention; and more than once has had schemes on their 
Magazines and them, — once a new and bigger Scheme 
actually afoot, under Wobersnow again, our Anti-Sul- 
kowski friend; but was obliged to turn the force else- 
whither, on alarms that rose. He himself cannot quit 
the centre of the work; his task being to watch Daun, 
and especially, should Daun attempt nothing' else, to 
prevent junction of Soltikof and him, 

Daun still lies torpid, or merely hitching about; but 
now when the Russians are approaching Posen, and the 
case becomes pressing, Friedrich, as is usual to him, 
draws upon the Anti-Swedish resource, upon the Force 
he has in Pommem. That is to say, orders General 
Dohna, who has the Swedes well driven in at present, 
to quit Stralsund Country, to leave the ineffectual 
Swedes with some very small attendance; and to march, 
— with certain reinforcements that are arriving (Wobers- 
now already, Hiilsen with 10,000 out of Saxony in few 
days,) — direct against the Russians; and at once go 
in upon them. Try to bum their Magazines, again; 
or, equally good, ..to fall vigorously on some of their 
separate Divisions, and cut them off in the vagrant 
state; — above all, to be vigorous, be rapid, sharp, 
and do something effectual in that quarter. These were 
Dohna^s Instructions. Dohna has 18,000; Htllsen with 
his 10,000 is industriously striding forward,, from the 
farther side of Saxony, Wobersnow with at least his own 
fine ]^ea.d is already there. Friedrich, watching in the 
Anti- Junction position, ready for the least chance that 
may turn up. 

Dohna marched accordingly; but was nothing like 
rapid enough: an old man, often in ill health too; and 
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no doubt plenty of impediments about him. He con- 
sumed some time rallying at Stargard; twelve days 
more at Landsberg, on the Warta, settling his provision- 
matters; in fine, did not get to Posen neighbourhood 
till June 23d, three weeks after the Russian Vanguard 
of 10,000 had fixed itself there, and other Russian 
parties were daily dropping in. Dohna was 18,000, a 
"Wobersnow with him: had he gone at once on Posen, 
as Wobersnow urged, it is thought he might perhaps 
have ruined this Vanguard and the Russian Magazine; 
which would have been of signal service for the remain- 
ing Campaign. But he preferred waiting for Htilsen 
and the 10,000, who did not arrive for seven or eight 
days more; by which time Soltikof and most of the 
Russian Divisions had got in; — and the work was 
become as good as hopeless, on those languid terms. 
Dohna did try upon the Magazine, said to be ill 
guarded in some Suburb of Posen; crossed the Warta 
with that view, found no Magazine; recrdssed the Warta; 
and went manoeuvering about, unable to do the least 
good on Soltikof or his Magazines or operations. Fried- 
rich was still in Landshut region, just about quitting it, 
— just starting on that little Trautenau Expedition, 
with ids Four Pieces of Horse- Artillery (June 29th), 
when the first ill-news of Dohna came in; which greatly 
disappointed Friedrich, and were » followed by worse, 
instead of better. 

The end was, Soltikof, being now all ready, winded 
himself out of Posen one day, veiled by Cossacks; and, 
to Dohna's horror, had got, or was in the act of getting, 
between Dohna and Brandenburg; which necessitated 
new difficult manoeuvres from Dohna. Soltikof too can 
manoeuvre a little: Soltikof edges steadily forward; 
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maldng for Crossen on Oder, where he expects to find 
Austrians (Haddick and Loudon, if Friedrich could yet 
^ess it), with 30,000 odd, especially with provision, 
which is wearing scarce with him. Twice or so there 
was still a pretty opportunity for Dohna on him; hut 
Dohna never could resolve ahout it in time. Back and 
ever hack goes Dohna; facing Soltikof; hut always 
hitching hack; latterly in Brandenhurg ground, the 
Russians and he; — having n« provision, he either. 
In fine, July 17th (one week after Friedrich had got 
to Schmottseifen), Dohna finds himself at the little 
Town of Ziillichau (barely in time to snatch it hefore 
Soltikof could), within thirty miles of Crossen; and 
nothing hut futility hehind and before.* 

"We can imagine Friedrich's daily survey of all this; 
his gloomy calculations what it will soon amount to if 
it last. He has now no Winterfeld, Schwerin, no Keith, 
Retzow, Moritz: — whom has he? His noblest Captains 
are all gone; he must put up with the less noble. One 
"Wedell, Lieutenant-General, had lately recommended 
himself to the royal mind by actions of a prompt daring. 
The royal mind, disgusted with these Dohna hagglings, 
and in absolute necessity of finding somebody that had 
resolution, and at least ordinary Prussian skill, hoped 
Wedell was the man. And determined, the crisis being 
so urgent, to send Wedell in the character of Alter-EgOy 
or "with the powers of a Roman Dictator," as ^e 
Order expressed it** Dictator Wedell is to supersede 
Dohna; shall go, at his own swift pace, fettered by 
nobody; — and, at all hazards, shall attack Soltikof 
straightway, and try to beat him. "You are grown 

• Tempelhof, m. 78-88; Helden-Geschichte, v. 835-847. 
** Qirea in Preuss, ii. 207, 208; in Stenxel, t. 212, other particulars. 
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too old for that intricate hard work; go home a little, 
and recover your health/^ the King writes to Dohna. 
And to the Dohna Aiiny, *^Obey this man, all and 
sundry of you, as you 3d myself;" the man's private 
Order being, " Go in upon Soltikof ; attack him straight- 
way; let us have done with this wriggling and haggling." 
Date of this Order is, "Camp at Schmottseifen, 20th 
July 1759." The purpose of such highflown Title, and 
solemnity of nomination, was mainly, it appears, to 
hush down any hesitation or surprise among the 
Dohna Generals, which, as Wedell was "the youngest 
Lieutenant-General of the Army," might otherwise have 
been possible. 

Wedell, furnished with some small escort and these 
Document^ arrives in Camp, Sunday evening 22d July: 
r— poor Dohna has not the least word or look of criti- 
cism; and every General, suppressing whatever thoughts 
there may be, prepares .to yield loyal obedience to 
Dictator WedpU. "Wobersnow was the far better soldier 
of the two!" murmured the Opposition party, then and 
long afterwards,* — all the more, as Wobersnow's be-' 
haviour under it was beautiful,, and his end tragical, as 
will be seen. Wobersnow I perceive to have been a 
valiant sharp-striking man, with multifarious resources 
in his head; who had faithfully helped in these opera- 
tions, and I believe been urgent to quicken them. But 
what I remember best of him is his hasty admirable 
contrivance for field-bakery in pressing circumstances, 
— the substance of which shall not be hidden from a 
mechanical age: 

*^You construct six slight square iron frames , each hinged 
"to the other; each, say, two feet square , or the breadth of 

* Betzow, &0. 
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*' two common tiles , and shaped on the edges so as to take in 
" tiles ; — tiles are to be found on every human cottage. This 
'* iron frame, when you hook it together, becomes the ghost of 
" a cubic box, and "by the help oftwelve. tiles becomes a com- 
"pact field-oven; and you can bake with it, if you have flour 
"and water, and a few sticks. The succinctest oven ever 
** heard of; for your operation done , and your tiles flung out 
" again , it is capable of all folding flat like a book." * Never 
till now had Wobersnow's oven been at fault: but in these 
Polish Villages , all of mere thatched hovels , there was not a 
tile to be found; and the Bakery, with astonishment, saw it- 
self unable to proceed. 

Wedell arrived, Sunday evening 22d July; had 
crossed Oder at Tschischerzig, — some say by Crossen 
Bridge; no .matter which. Dohna^s Camp is some thirty 
miles west of Crossei^; in and near the small Town 
called Ztillichau, where his headquarter is. In those 
dull peaty Countries, on the right, which is thereabouts 
the northeim (not eastern), bank of Oder; between the 
Oder and the Warta; some seventy miles south-by-east 
of Landsberg, and perhaps as far south-west of Posen: 
thither has Dohna now got with his futile manoeuverings. 
Soltikof , drawn up amid scrubby woods and sluggish 
intricate brooks, is about a mile to east of him. 

Poor Dohna demits at once ; and, I could conjecture, 
vanishes that very night; glad to be out of such a 
thing. Painfully has Dohna manoeuvered for weeks 
past; falling back daily; only anxious latterly that 
Soltikof, who daily tries it, do not get to westward of 
him on the Frankfiirt road, and so end this sad shuffle. 
Soltikof as yet has not managed that ultimate fatality; 
Dohna, by shuffling back, does at least contrive to 
keep between Frankfurt and him; — will not try at- 

* BeUow, n. 82 n. 
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tacking him, much as Wobersnow urges it Has agreed 
twice or oftener, on Wobersnow's urgency: "Yes, yes; 
we have a chance," Dohna would answer; "only let 
us rest till tomorrow, and be fresh!" by which time 
the opportunity was always gone again. 

Wedell had arrived with a grenadier battalion and 
some horse for escort; had picked up 150 Russian pri- 
soners by the way. Retzow has understood he came in 
with a kind of state; and seemed more or less inflated; 
conscious of representing the King^s person, and being 
a Roman Dictator, — though it is a perilously difficult 
office too, and requires more than a Letter of Instruc- 
tions to qualify you for it! This is not Leonidas Wedell, 
whom readers once knew; poor Leonidas is dead long 
since, fell in the Battle of Sohr, soon after that heroic 
feat of Ziethen's and his at Elbe-Teinitz (Defence of 
Elbe against an Army); — this is Leonidas^s elder 
Brother. Friedrich had observed his fiery ways on the 
day of Leuthen: "Hah, a new Winterfeld perhaps?" 
thought Friedrjch, "All the Winterfeld I now have!" 
— which proved a fond hope. Wedell's Dictatorship 
began this Sunday towards sunset; and lasted — - in 
practical fact, it lasted one day. 

Dictator Wedell fights his Battle (Monday, 23d July 

1759), without Success. 

Monday morning early, Wedell is on the heights, 
reconnoitering Soltikof; cannot see much of him, the 
ground being so woody; does see what he takes to be 
Soltikof s left wing; and judges thai/ Soltikof will lie 
quiet for this day. Which was far from a right reading 
of Soltikof; the fact being that Soltikof, in long columns 



CHAP.n.] OENEBAL DOBlHAs 127 

23d July 1759. 

and divisions, beginning with his right wing, was aU 
on march since daybreak; what Wedell took for Solti- 
kof s "left wing" being Soltikof s rearguard and baggage, 
waiting till the roads cleared. Wedell, having settled 
everything on the above footing, returns to Ztillichau 
about 10 o'clock; and about 11, Soltikof, miles long, 
disengaged £rom the bushy hollows, makes his appear- 
ance on the open grounds of Palzig: he, sure enough 
(though Wedell can hardly believe it), — five or six 
miles to north-east yonder; tramping diligently along, 
making for Crossen and the Oder Bridge; — and is 
actually got ahead of us, at last! 

This is what Wedell cannot suffer, cost what it may. 
Wedell's orders were, in such case. Attack the Russians. 
Wedell instantly took his measures; not unskilfully, 
say judges, — though the result proved disappointing; 
and Wobersnow himself earnestly dissuaded: "Too 
questionable, I should doubt! Soltikof is 70,000, and 
has no end of Artillery; we are 26,000, and know not 
if we can bring a single gun to where Soltikof is!"* 

Wedell's people have abeady, of their own accord, 
got to ams again; stand .raiting his orders on this 
new emergency. ' No delay in Wedell or in them. 
"May not it be another Rossjbach (if we are lucky)?" 
thinks Wedell: "Cannot we burst-in on their flank, as 
they march yonder, those awkward fellows ; and tumble 
them into heaps?" The differences were several fold: 
First, that Friedrich and Seidlitz are not here. Many 
brave men we have, and skilful; but not a master and 
man like these Two. Secondly, that there is no Janus- 
Hill to screen our intentions; but that the Russians 
have us in full view, while we make ready. Thirdly, 

* Tempelhofi m. 182-134. 
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and still more important, that we do not know the 
ground, and what hidden inaccessibilities lie ahead. 
This last is judged to have been the killing circmn- 
Btance. Between the Eussians and us there is a paltry 
little Brook, or line of quagmire; scarcely noticeable 
here, but passable nowhere except at the "Village-Mill 
of Kay, by one poor Bridge there. And then, farther 
inwards, as shelter of the Russians, there is another 
quaggy Brook, branch of the above, which is without 
bridge altogether. Hours will be reqiiired to get 26,000 
people inarched up there, not to speak of heavy guns 
at all. 

The 26,000 march with their usual mathematical 
dispatch: Manteuffel and the Vanguard strike-in with 
their sharpest edge , foot and horse , direct on the Head 
of the Russian Column, Manteuffel leading on, so soon 
as his few battalions and squadrons are across. Head 
means brain (or life) to this Russian Column; and these 
Manteuffel people go at it with extraordinary energy. 
The Russian Head gives way; infantry and cavalry) 
— their cavalry was driven quite to rear, and never 
came in sight again after this of Manteuffel. But the 
Russians have abundance t)f Reserves; also of room to 
mancBuvre in, — no lack of ground open, and ground 
defensible (Palzig Village and Churchyard, for example) ; 
above all, they have abundance of heavy guns. 

Well in recoil from Manteuffel and his furies, the 
beaten Russians succeed in forming "a long Line be- 
hind Palzig Village," with that Second, slighter or 
Branch Quagmire between them and us; they get the 
Village beset, and have the Churchyard of it lined 
with batteries, — say seventy guns. Manteuffel, un- 
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supported, has to fall back; — unwillingly, and not 
chased or in disorder, — towards Kay-Mill again; 
where many are by this time across. Htilsen, with the 
Centre, attacks now, as the Vanguard had done; with 
a will, he too: Wobersnow, all manner of people at- 
tack; time after time, for about four hours, coming: 
and it proves all in vain, on that Churchyard and new 
Lin6. Without cannon, we are repulsed, torn away 
by those Bussian volcano-batteries; never enough of us 
at once I 

Htilsen, Wobersnow, everybody in detail is repulsed, 
or finds his success unavailing. Poor Wobersnow did 
wonders; but he fell, killed. Gone he; and has left so 
few of his like: a man that could ill be spared at pre- 
sent! — Day is sinking; we find we have lost, in 
killed, wounded and prisoners, some 6,000 men. 
"About sunset,'* — flaming July sun going down 
among the moorlands on such a scene, — Wedell gives 
it up; retires slowly towards Kay Bridge. Slowly; not 
chased, or molested; Soltikof too glad to be rid of 
him. Soltikof 's one aim is, and was, towards Crossen; 
towards Austrian Junction, and something to live upon. 
Soltikof 's loss of men is reckoned to be heavier even 
than Wedell's: but he could far better afford it. He 
has gained his point; and the price is small in com- 
parison. Next day he enters Crossen on triumphant 
terms. 

Poor Wedell had returned over Kay-Mill Bridge, 
in the night-time after his Defeat. On the morrow 
(Tuesday 24th, day of Soltikof 's glad entry), Wedell 
crosses Oder; at Tschischerzig, the old place of Sunday * 
evening last, — in how different a humour, this timel 

Candle, Frederick the Great, XI. ^ 
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— and in a day more, posts himself opposite to Crossen 
Bridge, five or six miles south; and again sits watchful 
of Soltikof there. At Crossen, triumphant Soltikof has 
found no Austrian Junction, nor anything additional 
to live upon. A very disappointing circumstance to 
Soltikof: '* Austrian Junction still a problem, then; a 
thing in the air? And perhaps the King of Prussia 
taking charge of it now!^^ Soltikof, more and more 
impatient, after waiting some days, decided. Not to cross 
Oder by that Bridge; — "shy of crossing anywhere" 
(think ike French Gentlemen, Montazet, Montalembert^, 
"to the King of Prussia's side!"* Which is not un- 
likely, though the King is above 100 miles off him, 
and has Daun on his hands. Certain enough, keeping 
the Biver between him and any operations of the King, 
Soltikof set out for Frankfort, forty or fifty miles 
farther down. In the hope probably of finding some- 
thing of human provender withal ? July 30th, one week 
after his Battle, the vanguard of him is there. 

' Thus, in two days, or even in one, has Wedell's 
Dictatorship ended. Easy to say scoffingly, "Would it 
had never begun!" Friedrich knows that, and Wedell 
knows it; — after the event everybody knows it! 
Friedrich said nothing of reproachfiil; the reverse rather, 

— "I dreaded something of the kind; it is not your 
fault;** — ordered Wedell to watch |diligently at Crossen 
Bridge, and be ready on farther signal. The Wedell 
Problem, in such ruined condition, has now fallen to 
Friedrich himself. 

* Stenzel, iv. 215 (indistinct, and giving a wrong citation of "kont- 
alembert, n. 87**). 

** To Wedell, from the King, "Schmdttseifen, July 24th, 1769" (in 
BchOning, n. 118). 
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This is the Battle of Zullichau (afternoon of 23d 
July 1759); the beginning of immense disasters in this 
Campaign. Battle called also of Kay and of Palzig^ 
those also being main localities in it. It was lost, not 
by fault of Wedell's people, who spent themselves 
nobly upon' it, nor perhaps by fault of Wedell himself, 
but principldly, if not solely, by those two paltry 
Brooks, or threads of Quagmire, one of which turns 
Kay-Mill: memorable Brook's in this Campaign, 1759.* 

Close in the same neighbourhood, there is another 
equally contemptible Brbok, making towards Oder, and 
turning the so-eaUed Krebsmtlhle, which became still 
more famous to the whole European Public, twenty 
years- hence. Krehsmiihle (CraVMill), as yet quite un- 
distinguished among Mills; belonging to a dusty in- 
dividual called Miller Arnold, with a dusty Son of his 
own for Miller^s Lad: was it at work this day? Or 
had the terrilble sound from Palzig quenched its clack- 
ing? — 

Some three weeks ago (4<A-6<A July\ there occurred 
a sudden sharp thing at Havre-de-Grrace on the French 
Coast, worth a word from us in this place. The Mont- 
azets', Montalemberts, watching, messaging about, in 
the Austrian-£ussiah Courts and Camps, assiduously 
keeping their Soltikofs in tune, we can. observe how 
busy they are. Soubise with his Invasion of England, 
all the French are very busy; they have conquered 
Hessen from Duke Ferdinand, and promise themselves 
a glorious Campaign, after- that Seizure of Frankfurt 
Soubise, intent on his new Enterprise, is really making 
ardent- preparations: at Vannes in the Morbihan, such 

Tempelbofi m. 125-181. 

.9* 
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rendezvousing and equipping; — especially at Havre, 
no end of flat-bottomed boats getting built; and Aiuch 
bluster and agitation among the weaker sorts, in both 
Nations. Whereupon, 

^^Juhf ist^ (just in the days while Friedrich was first 
trying Horse Artiller^^, *' Rear- Admiral Rodney sails from 
"Fortsmouth with a few Frigates, and Six Bomb-ketches" 
(Hredrake, Basilisk, Blasts and such nomenclatures *); "and 
** in the afternoon of Tuesday 3d , arrives in the frith or bay of 
^^ Havre. Steers himself properly into Hhe Channel of 
"Honfleur* before dark; and therefrom, with his Firedrake, 
'* Basilisk and Company, begin? such a bombardment of 
"Havre and the flat-bottomed manufactories, as was quite 
" surprising. Fifty-two incessanthours of it, before he thou^t 
"poor Havre had enough. Poor Havre had been on fire edx 
"times; the flat manmactory (unquenchable), I know not 
"how many; all the inhabitants off in despair; and the 
" Grarrison building this battery to no purpose, then that; no 
^'salvation for them but in Rodney's 'mortars getting too 
^*hot." He had fired of shells 1900, of carcasses 1150: from 
" Wednesday about sunrise till Friday about 8 a. m. — about 
" time for breakfast; which I hope everybody had. after such 
" a stretch of work. ' No damage to speak oi ,* said the 
" French G-azetteers; *we will soon refit everything 1* But 
"they never did; and nothing came of Havre henceforth. 
"Yannes was always, and is now still more, to be the main 
"place; only that Hawke, — most unexpectedly, for one 
"fancied all their ships employed in distant parts, — rides 
"there with a Channel Fleet of formidable nature; and the 
"previous question always is: 'Cannot we beat Hawke? Can 
" we I Or will not he perhaps go , of himself, when the rough 
" weather comes ? ' " 

* List of bimi.in Beatson, Ncwal cmd MUUary Ifemotrs (London, 1S04), 
n. 241; his Despatch (excellently brief), ib. n. 823. 
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CHAPTER III. 

ntlEDBICH m PERSON ATTEMPTS THE RUSSIAN PROBLEM; 

NOT WITH SUCCESS. 

Before Wedell's catastrophe, the Affair of those 
Haddick-Loudon Detachments had become a little 
plainer to Friedrich. The intention, he begins to suspect, 
is not for Berlin at all; but for junction with Soltikof, 
— - at Crossen or wherever it may be. This is in fact 
their real purpose; and this, beyond almost Berlin it- 
Self, it is in the highest degree important to prevent 
Important; and now as if become impossible! 

Prince Henri had come to Bautzen with his Army, 
specially to look after Loudon and Haddick; and he 
has, all this while, had Finck with some 10,000 
diH^ndy patroUing to westward of them, guarding 
Berlin; he himself watching from the southern side, — 
where, as on the western, there was no danger from 
them. Some time before Wedell's affair, Friedrich had 
pushed out Eugen of Wtirtemberg to watch these people 
on the eastern side; — suspicious that thitherward lay 
their real errand. Eugen had but 6,000; and, except 
in conjunction with Finck and Henri, could do nothing, 
— nor can, now when Friedrich's suspicion turns out 
to be fatally true. Friedrich had always the angry 
feeling that Finck and Prince Henri were the blame- 
worthy parties in what now ensued; that they, who 
were near, ought to have divined these people's secret, 
and spoiled it in time; not have left it to him, who 
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was far off, and so busy otherwise. To the last, tiiat 
was his fbced private opinion; by no means useM to 
utter, — especially at present, while attempting the 
now very doubtM enterprise himself, and needing all 
about him to be swift and zealous. This is one of 
Friedrich^s famous labours, this of the Haddiek-Loudon 
junction with Soltikof ; strenuous short spasnl of effort, 
of about a week^s continuance; fiill of fiery insight, 
velocity, energy; still admired by judges, though it 
was unsuccessfdl, or only had half success. Difficult 
to bring home, in any measure, to the inind of modem 
readers, so remote from it 

Friedrich got the news ofZulHchau next day, July 
24th; — and instantly made ready. The case is cri- 
tical; especially this Haddick-Loudon part of it: add 
30 or 36,000 Austrians to Soltikof, how is he* then to 
be dealt with? A case stringently pressing: — and 
tiie resources for it few and scattered, f^or several 
diays past, Haddick, and Loudon 'under him, whose 
motions were long enigmatic, have been marching 
steadily eastward through the Lausitz, — with the 
evident purpose of joining Soltikof; unless • Wedell 
could forbid. Wedell ahead was the grand opposition; 
— Finck, Henri, Wiirtemberg, as good as useless; — 
and Wedell being now struck down, these Austnans 
will go, especially Loudon will, at a winged rate. 
They are understood to be approaching Sagan Country; 
happily, as yet, well to westward of it, and from Sagan 
Town well norM- westward; — but aU accounts of them 
are vague, dim: they are an obscure entity to Fried- 
rich, but a vitally important one. Sagan Town may 
be about 70 miles northward of where Friedrich now 
is: from Sagan, were they once in the meridian of 
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Sagan, their road is free eastward and northward; — 
to Crossen is about 60 miles north-by-east from Sagan, 
to Frankfort near 100 north. Sagan is on the Bober; 
Bober, in every event, is between the Austrians and 
their aim. 

Friedrich feels that, however dangerous to quit 
Daunts neighbourhood, he must, he in person, go at 
onca And who, in the interim, will watch Daun and 
his enterprises? Friedrich's reflexions are: "Well, in 
the crisis of the moment. Saxony, — though there 
already are marauding Bodies of Reichsfolk in it, — 
must still be left to itself for a time; or cannot Finck 
and his 10,000 look to it? Henri, with his Army, 
now useless at Bautzen, shall instantly rendezvous at 
Bagan; Jbis Army to go with me, against the Russians 
and their Haddick-Loudons; Henri to Schmottseifen, 
insteisid of me, and attend to Daun; Henri, I have no 
other left! Finck and his 10,000 must take charge of 
Saxony, such charge as he can: — how lucky those 
Spring Forays, which destroyed the Reichs Magazines! 
Whereby there is no Reichs Army yet got into Saxony 
(nothing but preliminary pulses and splashings of it); 
none yet, nor like to be quite at once." That is 
Friedrich's swift plan. 

Henri rose on the instant, as did everybody con- 
cerned:- July 29th, Henri and Army were at Sagan; 
Army waiting for the King; Henri so far on his road 
to Sehmottseifem He had come to Sagan "by .almost 
the rapidest marches ever heard of," — or ever till 
'some others of Henries own, which he made in that 
neighbourhood soon. Punctual, he, to his day; as are 
Eugen of Wtirtemberg^s people, and all Detachments 
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and Divisions: Friedrich himself arrives at Sagan that 
same 29th, "ahont midnight," — and finds plenty of 
work waiting: no sleep these two nights past; and none 
coming just yet! A most swift rendezvons. The 
speed of everybody has been, and needs still to be, 
intense. 

This rendezvous at Sagan, — intersection of Henri 
and Friedrich, bound different roads (the Brothers, I 
think, did not personally meet, Henri having driven 
off for Schmottseifen by a shorter road), — was, Svn- 
day, July 2dth, Following which, are six days of 
such a hunt for those Austrian reynards as seldom or 
never was! Most vehement, breathless, baffling hunt; 
half of it spent in painftiUy beating cover, in mere 
finding and losing. Not rightly successftil, after all. 
So that, on the eighth day hence, August Qthj at MtQl- 
rose, near Frankfurt, 80 miles from Sagan, there is a 
second rendezvous, — rendezvous of Wedell and Fried- 
rich, who do not now "intersect," but meet aft;er the 
hunt is done; — - and in the interim, there has been a 
wonderftil performance, though an unsuccessftd. Fried- 
rich never could rightly get hold of his Austrians. 
Once only, at Sommerfeld, a long march northwest of 
Sagan, he came upon some outskirts of them. And in 
general, in those latter eight days, especially in the 
first of them, there is, in that Kotbus-Sagan Country, 
such an intersecting, checking, pushing, and multifari- 
ous simmering of marches, on l^e part of half a dozen 
Strategic Entities, Friedrich the centre of them, as — 
as, I think, nobody but an express soldier-student, well 
famished with admiration for this particular Soldier, 
would consent to have explained to him. One of the 
maziest, most unintelligible whirls of marching; inex- 
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tiicable Sword-Dance, or Dance of the Furies, — five 
of them (that is the correct ntunber: Haddick, London, 
Friedrich, Wiirtemberg, Wedell); — and it is flnng 
down for ns, all in a hnddle, in these inhuman Books 
(which have several errors of the press, too): let no 
man rashly insist with himself on understanding it, 
unless he have need! Humanly pulled straight, not 
inhumanly flung down at random, here the essentials 
of it are, — in very brief state : 

^^Sagan, Monday, 30th July. Friedrich is at Sagan, 
"since midnight last, busier and busier;" beating cover, as 
we termed it, and getting his hounds (his new Henri-Army) 
in leash; "endeavouring, especially, to get tidings of those 
"Austrian people; who are very enigmatic, — Loudon a 
"dexterous man, — and have nung up such a curtain of 
"Pandours between Friedrich and them as is nearly im- 
** penetrable. In the course of this Monday, Friedrich as- 
" certains that they are verily on the road; coming eastward, 
"for Sommerfeld, — * thence for CJrossen I* he needs no ghost 
"to tell him. Wherefore, 

" Tuesday, Sagan to Naumburg. Tuesday before daybreak, 
" Friedrich too is on the road : north-westward ; in fall march 
"towards Naumburg on Bober, meaning to catch the Bridge 
"from them there. March of the swiftest; he himself is 
"ahead, as usual, with the Vanguard of Horse. He reaches 
** Naumburg (northward, a march of 20 miles); finds, not 
"Haddick or Loudon, but a Detachment of theirs: which he 
" at once oversets with his Cavalry, and chases, — marking 
"withal that 'westward is the way they run.* Westward; 
" and that we are still ahead, thank Heaven I 

"Before his Infantry are all up, or are well rested in 
"Naumburff, Friedrich ascertains, on more precise tidings, 
" That the Austrians are in Sommerfeld, to westward (again 
"a 20 miles); and judges That, no doubt, they will bear off 
"more to leftward , by Guben probably, and try to avoid him, 
" — unless he can still catch them in Sommerfeld. About 
"nightfall, he marches for Sommerfeld, at his swiftest; 
"arrives, Wednesday early; finds — alas!—' 
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^^Sommerfeld, Wednesday morning, August Ist^ Friedrich 
''finds that Loudon was there last night, — preterite tense, 
''alas; the question now being, Where is nel** In fact, 
Loudon had written yesterday to Daun (Letter still extant, 
"Sommerfeld, July 31st"), That "being swift and light,** 
consisting of horse for most part, *'he may probably effect 
" Junction this very night ;" — but has alterea his mind very 
much, on si^t of these fugitives from Naumburg, since! And 
has borne on more to leftward. Straight north now, and at a 
very brisk pace; being now all of horse; — aind has an im- 
portant conierence wi& Haddick at Gubeil,^ when they arrive 
there. "Not in Sommerfeld?" thinks Friedrich (earnestly 
surveying, through this slit he has made in the Pandour veU) : 
"Gone to Guben, most likely, bearing off from us to left- 
ward?" — Which was the fact; though not the whole fact 
And indeed the chase is now again fallen uncertain , and 
there has to be some beating of covers. For one thing, he 
learns today (August Ist) that the Russians are gone to 
Frankfurt: "Follow them, you Wedell," — orders Fried- 
rich: them we shall have to go into, — however tiiis hunt 
end! — 

"7V> Markersdorf^ Thursday^ August 2d. Friedrich takes 
"the road for Guben; reaches Markersdorf (twenty miles 
" march, still seven or eight from Guben) ; falls upon — What 
''phenomenon is this? The Austrian heavy Train; meal- 
" wagons not a few, and a regiment of foot in charge of it; — 
" but going the ^^ong way, not towards the Russians but mm 
" them ! What on earth can this be ? This is Haddick , — if 
"Friedrich could yet clearly know it, — Haddick and Train, 
" who for his own part has given up the junction enterprise. 
*'At Guben, some hours ago, he haa conference with Loudon; 
"and this was the conclusion arrived at: 'Impossible, with 
"that King so near! You. Herr Loudon, piisn on, without 
"heavy baggage, and witn the Cavalry altogether; you can 
"get in, almost 20,000 strong; I, with the Infantry, wit^ the 
"meal and heavy guns, will turn, and make for the Laaaitz 
"agam! 

" This mysterious Austrian Train, going the wrong way, 
"Friedrich. attacks, whatever it be (hoping, I suppose, it 
'^ might be the Austrians altogether^; chases it vigorously; 
"snatches all the meal-wagons, ana about 1,000 prisoners. 
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'VUncertain still what it is, — if not the Auslxians altoeethei'? 
^*To his sorrow, he finds, on pushing farther into it, mat it is 
''only Haddick and the Lifantry; that Loudon, witii the 
"20,000 Horse, wiUhave gone off for Frankfurt; — irre- 
**trievably ahead, the swift X»Qudon — ever careering north- 
"ward all this while, since that afternoon at Sommerfeld, 
''when the fugitires altered his opinion: a now unattainable 
''Loudon. In the course of Thursday night, Friedrich has 
." satisfied himself that the Loudon junction is a thing as good 
"as done : ^— in effect, Loudon did get to Frankfurt, mommg 
" of August 3d, and joined the Russians there; and about the 
"same tune, or only a few hours sooner, Friedrich, by symp- 
"toms, has divined that his hunt has ended, in this rather 
" unsuficessful way; and that chasing of Haddick is not the 
"road to go."* 

Not, Haddick now; with or without their Anstrians, 
it shall be the Eussians now! Two days ago (Wednes- 
day, as was mentioned), before sight of those enigmatic 
meal-wagons, Friedrich had learned that the Russians 
were to be in Frankftirt again; and had ordered Wedell 
to march thitherward, at any rate. Which Wedell is 
doing, all this Thursday and the four following days. 
As does likewise, from and after ^'' Friday^ August 3tf, 
1 A^M." (hunt then over), Friedrich himself, — re- 
nouncing Haddick and the hunt. Straight towards 
Frankfurt . thenceforth; head-quarters Beeskow that 
night; next night, -Mullrose, whither Wedell is ap- 
p6inte4i within twelve miles of Frankfurt. This is 
the end of Friedrich's sore Chase and March; burnt 
deeply into his own weary brain, if ours still refuse it 
admittance! Here, of utterly fatigued tone, is a Note 
of his, chiefly on business, to Minister Finckensteln. 
Ladeed there are, within the next ten days, Three suc- 
cessive Notes to Finckenstein, which will be worth 

* T«mp«1hof, m. 135-139. 
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reading in their dne places. This is tihe First of 
them: 

The King to Graf von Fmckenstem (at Berlin). 

Beef kow, Sd Avgiut 1786. 

''I am just arrived here, after crael and frightful march- 
"ings" (Checks himself^ however), "There is nothiiig 
"desperate in all that; and I beueve tiie noise and dis- 
''quietude this hurlyhurly has caused will be the worst of it. 
"Show this Letter to everybody, that it may be known the 
" State is not undefended. I have made above 1,000 prisoners 
"from Haddick. All his meal-wagons have been t^en. 
" Finck, I believe, will keep an eye on him," and secure Beriin 
from attempts of his. " This is all I can say. 

" Tomorrow I march to within two leagues of Frankfurt" 
(to Miillrose, namely). " Katte " (the Minister who has charge 
of such things) "must send me instantly Two Hundred 
" Wispels " (say tons) " of Meal , and Bakers One Hundred , to 
"Fiirstenwalde. I shall encamp at Wulkow. I am very 
"tired. For six nights I have not closed an eye. Fare- 
"weU. — F." 

During the above intricate War-Dance of Fire, — 
the day while Friedrich was at Sommerfeld, the day 
before he came in sight of Haddick's meal-wagons 
going the wrong road, — there went on, at Minden 
on the Weser, three hundred miles away, a beautiful 
feat of War, in the highest degree salutary to Duke 
Ferdinand and Britannic Majesty's Ministry; feat which 
requires a word from us here. A really splendid 
Victory, this of Minden, August Ist: French driven 
headlong through' the Passes there; their "Conquest of 
Hanover and Weser Country" quite exploded and 
flung over the horizon; and Duke Ferdinand relieved 
from all his distresses, and lord of the ascendant again 
in those parts. Highly interesting to Friedrich; — 
especially to Prince Henri; whose apprehensions about 
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Ferdinand and the old Eichelieu Hastenbeck-Halber- 

stadt time returning on us, have been very great; and 

who now, at Schmottseifen, fires feu-de-joie for it with 

all his heart This is a Battle still of some interest to 

English readers. But can English readers consent to 

halt in this hot pinch of the Friedrich crisis; and read 

the briefest thing which is foreign to it? Alas, I fear 

they can; — and will insert the Note here: 

Battle of Mnden: Wednesday August 1st, 1159, — "Ever 

since Bergen, things have gone awry with Ferdinand, and in 

spite of slilfiil management, of hard struggles, ana bright 

sparkles of success, he has had a bad Campaign of it. The 

French, it would seem, are really got into better fighting 

order; Belleisle's exertions as War-Minister have been 

almost wonderful, — in some respects, too wonderful, as we 

shall hear I — ana Broglio and Contades, in comparison with 

Clermont and Soubise, nave resd soldier qualities. Contades, 

' across Rhine again, in those Weser Countries, who is skilful 

'in his way, and is pricked on by emulation of Broglio, has 

' been spreading himself out steadily progressive there ; while 

'Broglio, pushm^ along ^mFrankfurt-on-Mayn, has con- 

aueredHessen; is into Hanover; on the edge of conquering 
Lanover, — which how is Ferdinand to hinder? Ferdinand 
'has got two , if not three Armies to deal with, and in number 
' is not much superior to one. If he run to save Hanover from 
'Broglio, he loses Westphalia: Osnabriick (his magazine), 
'Miinster, Lippstadt, — Contades, if left to himself will take 
'tiiese, after short siege ; and will nestle himself there, and 
'then advance , not like a transitory fever-fit, but like visible 
' death, on Hanover. Ferdinand, rapid yet wary, manoeuvered 
'his very best among those interests of his, on the left bank 
'of Weser; but after the surprisal of Minden from him 
'(brilliantly done by Broglio, and the aid of a treacherous 
'peasant), especially after the capture of Osnabriick, his out- 
'looks are gloomy to a degree : and at Versailles , and at 
'Minden where Contades has established himself , 'the Con- 
' quest of Hanover' (beautiful counterweight to all one's 
'losses in America or elsewhere) is regarded as a certainty of 
this Year. 
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"For the last ten da3rB of July, about Ifinden, iiie 
manoenyeriDg, especially on Ferc(inand*8 part, had beea 
intense ; a great idea in the head of Ferdinand , more or lesB 
aninteUigible to Contades. Conjtades, with some 90,000, 
which is the better half of his force , has taken one of tiie un- 
assailablest positions. He lies' looking northward, his riglit 
wing on the Weser with posts to Minoen (Minden'pefh^is t 
mile north-westward there) , on his left impassable peatiMgs 
and Quagmires : in front a quaggy Biyer or impassable bla^ 
Brook, called the Bastau, commg from the westward, whidi 
disembogues at Minden:* — there liesContadea, as if in a 
rabbit-hole , say military men ; for defence , if that were the 
sole object, no post can oe stronger. Contaaes has in person 
say 30,000 J ana round him, on both sides of the Weser, are 
Broglio with 20,000; besides other Divisions, I know not 
how many ^ besieging Miinster, capturing Osnabriiok (our 
hay magazine), attempting Lippstadt by surprise (to.no pur- 
pose), and diligently workmg forward, day by day, to Ferdi- 
nand's ruin in those Minden regions. Three or fourDiTi- 
sions busy in that manner; — and above all, we say, he has 
Broglio with a 20,000 on the right or east bank of the Weser, 
— woo , if Ferdinand quit him even for a day , seems to hate 
Hanover at discretion, and can march any day upon 
Hanover City, where his light troops have luready been 
more than once. Why doesn't Ferdinand cross Weser, le- 
cross Weser; coerce Broglio back; and save Hanover? ciy 
the Gazetteers And a Public of weak judgment. Pitts 
Public is inclined to murmur about Ferdinanch Pitt himself 
never. Ferdinand persists in sticking by Minden neigh- 
bourhood; and, -in a scarcely accountaole way, manceuver- 
ing there, shooting out therefrom what mischief he can 
upon the various Contades people in their sieges and tiie 
like. 

'^On Contades himself he can pretend to do nothing, — 
except hoodwink him, entice him out, and try to get a chance 
on him. But for his own subsistence and otherwise, he is 
very lively ; ^- snatehes , b;^ a sudden stroke , Bremen City: 
* Yes truly, Bremen is a Reichstadt; nor shjall you snatch it, 
as you didFrankfilrt; but I will, instead: and my English 
proviaut-ships shall have a sure haven henceforth!* 

* SketchofPUn, p.U7. 
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^' Snatches Bremen by one sudden stroke; r^-snatches Osna- 
" brack by another (*our magazine considerably increased 
^ since you have had it, many thanks ! *) does lose JSiiinster, to 
"his sorrow; but nevertheless sticks by his ground here; — 
"nay detaches his swift-cutting Nephew, the Hereditary 
"Prince, who is growing famous for such things, to cut out 
" Contades's strong post to southward (Gohfeld, ten miles up 
"the Weser), whi^ guards his meal- wagons , after their long 
^< journey from the south. That is Gontades*s one we^ point, 
^'in this posture of things: his meal is at Cassel, scTcnty 
"miles off. Broglio and he see clearly-, *Till we can get a 
"new magazine much nearer Hanover, or at lowest, can clear 
"out these people from infesting us here .there is no moving 
"northward!* To both Contaaes and Broglio that is an 
"evident thing: the corollary to which is. They must fight 
"Ferdinand; must watoh lynx-like till a chance turn up of 
"beating him in fight. That is their outlook, and Ferdinand 
^* knows it is, — and manoeuvres accordingly. Military men 
" admire mudi, not his movements only, but his clear insight 
"into Contades^s and Broglio*s temper of mind, and by what 
"methods they were to be handled, they and his own affairs 
" together, and brought whither he wanted them.* 

• "This attempt on Gohfeld was a serious mischief to Gon- 
"tades, if it succeeded. But the detaching of the Prince of 
"Brunswick on it, and weakening one's too weak Army, 
" 'What a rashness, what an oversight! ' thinks Contades (as 
^'Ferdinand wished him to do^ : ' Is our skilful enemy, in this 
"extreme embarrassment, losmg head, then? Look at his left 
"wing jonder* — (General Wangenheim, sitting behind 
"batteries, in his Village of Todtenhausen, loo&ing into 
"Minden from the north): -*- * Wangenheim's left leans on the 
"Weserj yes; but Wangenheim's right, observe, hasnosup- 
"port within three miles of it: tear Wangenheim out, Ferdi- 
"nand^s flank is bare I ' These things seemed to Contades the 
"very chance he had been waiting for; and brought him 
"triumphantly out of his rabbit-hole, into the Heath of Min- 
"den, as Ferdinand hoped they would do. 

"And so , Tuesday Evening, July 31st, things being now all 
"ripe upwards of 50,000 French are industriously in motion. 
"Contaaes has nineteen bridges ready on the Bastau Brook, 

* In MawiUon (u. 41-44) minute aoconnt of all that. 
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'* in front of him; tattoo this night, in Contades's Camp , is to 
** mean general-march^ * March, ail ofyou, across these nmeteen 
"Bridges, to your stations on the Plain orHeathof Minden 
"yonder, — and be pmictual, like the clock!' Bro^lio crosses 
" Weser by the Town Bridge, ranks himself op^site Todten- 
" hausen ; and through the liyelong night there is, on the part 
" of the 50,000 French j a very great marching and deploymg. 
" Contades and Brogho together are 51,400 foot ana horse. 
" Ferdinand's entire force will be near 46,000; but on tiie day 
" of Battle he is only 36,000, — having detached the Here- 
"ditary Prince on Gohfeld, in what view we know. — The 
*^ Battle of Minden y called also of Ton^tMen (meaning TVxiten- 
" hausen), which hereupon fell out, has still its fame in the 
"world; and, I perceive, is well worth study by the soldier 
"mind: tiiough nothing but the rough outline of it is possible 
"here. 

"Ferdinand's posts extend from the Weser river and 
" Todtenhausen round by Stemmem, Holzhausen, to Hartum 
"and the Bog ofBa8tau(the chief part of him towards Bastau), 
" — in various Villages, and woody patches and favourable 
" spots ; all looking in upon Minden, from a distance of Rve or 
" seven miles ; forming a kind of arc, with Minden for centre. 
"He will march up in eight Columns ; of course, with wide 
" intervals between them, — wide , but continually narrowing 
"as he advances; which will indeed be ruinous gaps, u 
"Ferdinand wait to be attacked; but which will coalesce 
"close enouffh, if he be speedj upon Contades. For 
"Contades's line is also of arc-like or almost semicircu- 
"lar form, behind it Minden as centre; Minden, which is 
"at the intersection of Weser and the Brook; his right 
"flank is on Weser, Broglio verstis Waugenheim the ex- 
**treme-right; his left, with infantry and artillery, rests on 
"that black Brook of i3astau with its nineteen Briages. As 
"the ground on both wings is rough, not so fit for Cavalry, 
" Contades puts his Cavalry wholly in the centre : they are the 
"flower of the French Army, about 10,000 horse in all; firm 
"open ground ahead of them there, with strong batteries, 
"masses of infantry to support on each flank ; battened to ply 
" with cross-fire any assailant that may come on. Broglio, we 
"said, is right wing; strong in artillery and infantry. Brofflio 
" is to root out Wangenheim ; after which , — or even ben>re 
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"which, if Wangenheim is kept busy and we are nimble, — 
" what becomes of Ferdinand's left flank , with a gap of tiiree 
"miles between Wangenheim and him, and 10,000 chosen 
"horse to tsike advantage of it! Had the French been of 
"Prussian dexterity and nimbleness in marching, it isvery 
" possible something might have come of this latter circum- 
" stance: but Ferdinand knows tiiey are not; and intends to 
" take good care of his flank. 

"Contades and his people were of willing mind; but had 
" no skill ' in marching up : ' and , once got across the Bastau 
" by their nineteen Bridges, they wasted many hours : — * Too 
"far, ami? not far enough? Too close; not close enough?' 
" — and broiled about, in much hurry and confusion, all night. 
" Fi^ht was to have begun at 5 in the morning. Broglio was 
" in his place, silently looking into Wangenhemi, bv 5 o'clock ; 
"but unfortunately did nothing upon Wangenneim ('Not 
"ready you, I see!'), except cannonade a little; — and 
"indeed, all through, did nothing (* Still not ready you 
"others!'); which surely was questionable conduct, though 
"not reckoned so at Versailles, when the case came to be 
" argued there. As to the Contades people, across those nine- 
"teen Bridges , they had a baffling confused night | and were 
"by no means correctly on their ground at sunrise, not at 
" 7 o'clock, not at 8 ; and were still mending themselves when 
"the shock came, and time was done. 

"The morning is very misty; but Ferdinand has himself 
"been out examining since the earliest daybreak: his orders 
" lajBt night were, ' Cavalry be saddled at 1 in the morning,' — 
"having a guess that there would be work, as he now finds 
"there will. From 5 a.m. Ferdinand is issuipg from his Camp, 
'* flowing down eastward, beautifully concentric, closing on 
"Contades; horse not in centre, out English Infantry in 




sight of whom seems to be very ammatmg 
^'English Cavalry stand on the right wing, at the Village of 
^* Hartum : Lord Greor^e Sackville had not oeen very punctual 
**iu saddling at 1 o'clock; but he is there, ranked on the 
"ground, at 8, — in what humour nobody knows; sulky and 
"flabby, 1 should rather guess. English Tourists, idle other- 

Carlyle, Frederick the Great, XI, 10 
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wise, may take a look atHartam on the Boathedde, as the 
spot where a very ugly thing occurred that day. 

"Soon after 8, the Fi^ht begins: attack, by certain 
Hessians , on Hahlen and its batteries ; attempt to drive Ihe 
French out of Hahlen, as the first thing, — which does not 
succeed at once (indeed took three attacks in all); and per- 
haps looks rather tedious to those Six English Battalions. 




* course ! * — and, being weary of this Hahlen work, or fancy- 
ing they had no concern with it, strode on, doable-quics, 

* without waiting for Hahlen at all! To the horror of their 
'Hanoverian comrades, who nevertheless determined to 

* follow as second line. The Contades cross-fire of artillery, 
' battery of 30 guns on one fiank , of 36 on the other , does its 
*best upon this forward-minded Infantry, but they seem to 
' heed it little ; walk right forward ; and , to the astonishment 
'of those French Horse and of all the world, entirely break 
'and ruin the charge made on them, and tramp forward in 
'chase of the same. The 10,000 Horse feel astonished, in- 
'suited; and rush out again, Airiously charging; theEn^- 
*lish halt and serry themselves: 'No nre till mey are witiiin 
'forty paces;' ana then such pouring torrents of it as no 
' horse or man can endure. Rally after rally there is , on the 
'part of those 10,000; mass after mass of them indignantly 
'plunges on, — again, ever a^ain^ about six charges in all; — 
'but do not break the English hues: one of them (regiment 
'Mestre-de-Camp, raised to a paroxysm) does once get 
' through , across the first line , but is blown back in dreaSnl 
'circumstances by the second. After which they give it up, 
' as a thing that cannot be done. And rush rearward, hither, 
'thither, the whole seventy-five squadrons of them; and'be- 
' tween their two wings of infantry , are seen boiling in com- 
'plete disorder.' 

"This has lasted about an hour; this is essentially the 
'soul of the Fight, — though there wanted not other activities, 
' to right of it and to left, on both sides ; artilleries going at a 

* mighty rate on both wings ; and counter-artilleries (super- 
'lative practice 'by Ctmtain Phillips' on our right wincr); 
'Broglio cannonading Wangenheim very loudly, but with 
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"litUehann done or suffered , on tboir right wing. Wangen- 
"heim ia watchful of that gap betweeuyerdinand and him. 
•'tillitclose itself Baffieienl^, Their rightwing Infantry did 
" nnpa Koake Bome -attempt there ; but the PmsBian Horse — 
mall body of PiUBsianB aerre is this A] lied Army) 



■" (always e 

"and in a bril- 
"liant manner 
" awept tbem 
"home again. 
"Artillery, txii 
*'Ukat KT^t^ 
"charge ofPrus- 
"san Horse, 
"are all one re- 
"members, ex- 
"ceptthisofthe 
"^gliah and 
"HanorerFoot 
"in Qie centre: 

'" 'KntuunrpasB- 
"able Hung,'. 

■ "say* Tempel- 
"bof (thoa^h it 
"so easily might ^ 
"have been a^ 
"fatall)— which * 
"has set Con-' 
"tadea's centre' 




bb. Broglfo'i Camp. 
. Btght of Jnlj Sill. 
on,nl(tiiof JnlTSlat. 



ff-l 



BdeIIi 



"boiling , and '• Ei.f It.h «id Hinovertui C«,Irr. nnd« S.ckvllle. 

"reduced ContadeB altogether to water, as it were. ContadCB 
"said bitterly; 'I have Been what I never thought to be poe- 
"'Bible, — a single line of infantrv break through three Imes 
"'of cavalry, ranked in order of battle, 'and tumble them to 

"This was the feat, this hour's work in the centre, the 
"flssentaal bouI of Hie Fight: — and had Lord Gteorge Sack- 
"viJle, General of the Horse, come on when galloped for and 
"bidden, here had been such a ruin, eay all judges, as seldom 
"came upon an Army. Lord George, — everlasting disgrace 
* Stousl, V. tm. 

10* 
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^^ and sorrow on the name of him , — could not see his way to 
*' coming on; delayed, haggled; would not even let Granby^ 
^'his lieutenant, come; not for a second Adjutant, not for a 
"third ; never came on at all ; but rode to the Prince, asking, 
"'How am I to come on?' Who, with a ^liteness I can 
"never enough admire, did not instantly kill kim, but an- 
"swered , in mild tone, * Milord, the opportunity is now past!' 
" Whereby Contades escaped ruin, ana was only beaten. Bj 
" about 10 in the morning, all was over. When a man's c^tre 
"is gone to water, no part of him is far from the fluid state. 
" Contades retreated into his rabbit-hole by those nineteen 
"bridges, — well tormented, they say, by Captain Phillips's 
" artillery, till he got beyond the knolls again. Broglio, who 
"had never been in musket-fire at all, but had merely barked 
" on Wangenheim all morning , instead of biting , covered the 
"retreat, and withdrew into Minden. And we are a beaten 
"Army, — thanks to Lord George, not an annihilated one. 
" Our loss being only 7,086 (with heavy guns, colours, cavaliy 
" flags and the Tike) ; theirs being2,822, — full half of it falling 
' ' on those rash Six Battalions.*^ 

"And what is tkis one hears from Gohfeld in the evening? 
"The Hereditary Prince, busy there on us during the very 
"hours of Minden, has blown our rearguard division to the 
" winds there ; — and we must move southward, one and all of 
"us, without a moment's delay! Out of this rabbit-hole the 
"retreat by rearward is througn a difficult countoy, the West- 
"phalian Gates so-called; fatal to Varus's Legions long aeo. 
"Contades got under way that very ni^ht; lost most of his 
"baggage, all his conquests, that shadow-conquest of 
" Hanover, and more than all his glories (Versailles shrieking 
" on him , * Resign you ; let Bro^ho be chief') ; — and , on the 
"whole, jumbled homeward hiSier and thitiier, gravitating 
"towards the Rhine, nothing but Wesel to depend on in tiiose 
" parts, as heretofore. Bro^o retreated Frankfurt- way, also 
"as usual, though not quite so far; and at Versailles had 

* Maavillon, n. 44-60 ; Tempelhof, m. 154-179, &c. &c. : amd Proc$ed- 
ings of a Court-Martial, held at the Horae-GtiardSt lth-2^h March, and 2IM 
March— 5th Apnl 1760, in Trial of Lord George Sackville (London, 1760). In 
Knesebeok , Ferdinand wdhrend des Siehen-jdhrigen Krieges (i. 395), Ferdi- 
nand's Letter to Friedrich of *'JaIy Slat;'* and (ib. 398-418 and u. 33-36) 
many special details about SackTille, and "August 1st.** 
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*^ clearly the victory. Zealous Belleisle could not protect his 
^'Contades; it is not known whether he privately blamed 
^^Contades or blamed Bro^lio for loss of Minden. Zealous 
*'old man, what a loss to himself withal had Minden been! 
"That shadow-conquest of Hanover is quite vanished: and 
"worse, in Ferdinand's spoil were certain Letters from 
"Belleisle to Contades, inculcating strange things; — for 
" example , * 7? faut faire un desert du Fays* (aU Hessen, I think, 
"lest !rerainand advance on you) ^devant VArmie^^ and the 
"like. Which Ferdinand saw good to publish, and which 
"resounded rather hideously through the general mind."* 

I^ominious Sackville was tried oy Court-martial; 
cashiered, declared incapable of again serving his Majesty 
"in any military capacity ; " — perhaps a mild way of signify- 
ing that he wanted the common courage of a soldier? Zealous 
Majesty, always particular in soldier matters, proclaimed it 
official!;]^ to be "a sentence worse than death:" and further- 
more, with his own royal hand, taking the pen nimself, struck 
oat Sackville from the List of Privy Councillors. Proper 
sorely, and indispensable; — and should have been persisted 
in, like Fate ; which in a new Reign, it was not! For the rest, 
there was always , and is , something of enigma in Sackville's 
pidpably bad case. It is difficult to think that a Sackville 
wanted common courage. This Sackville fought duels with 
propriety; in private life, he was a surly, domineering kind 
of fellow, and had no appearance of wanting spirit. It is 
known, he did not love Duke Ferdinand; far from it! May 
Dot he nave been of peculiarly sour humour, that morning, the 
liu^less fool; ^ulky against f^erdinand , and his " saddlmg at 
one o'clock; sulky against himself, against the world and 
mankind; and flabbily disinclined to heroic practices for the 
moment? And the moment came ; and the man was not there, 
except in that foggy flabby and forever ruinous condition ! 
Archenholtz, alone of Writers, judges that he expressly 
wanted to spoil the Battle of Minden and Ferdinand's reputa- 
tion, and to get appointed Commander in his stead. Wonder- 
fill; but. may have some vestige of basis, too! True, this 
Sackville was as fit to lead the courses of the stars as to lead 
armies. But such a Sackville has ambition, and, what is 

* Were taken at Detmold (Tempelhof, m. 223); Old Newspapers foil 
of Excerpts flrom them, in the weeks following. 
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fatally more peculiar to him, a chance for unfolding 1*1.7*1^ 
hlockhead has an ambition capable, if you encourage it ^ 
ciently, of running to the infinite. Enough of *hw Mr- 
ticular blockhead; and may it be long before we see Awnw 
again! — ArAA 

The English Cavalry was in a rage with Sackville. Of tw 
English Infantry, Historians say, what is not now much Jbe«o 
of m this Country, "That these unsurpassable Six (mm- 
dustrious valour unsurpassable, though they mistook ora«», 
and might have fared badly!) "are ever shice caUed the Mun- 
" den liegiments ; that they are the 12th, 20th, 23d, 25th, ^tt 
"and 6l8t of the British line: and cany *Minden on their 
" colours," * — with silent pront, I hope I 

Fancy how Pitt's public, lately gloomy and dubious, 
blazed aloft into joyful certainty again I Pitt's out- 
looks have been really gloomy all this season; nor M® 
the difficulties yet ended, though we hope th^ will 
end. Let us add this other bit of Synchronism, whiA 
is still of adverse aspect, over Seas; and will be ipojor 
gently interesting to Pitt and England, when they 
Come to hear of it. 

■ ■ 

''Before Quebec , July 31st, 1739. This same Evening, at 

"Quebec, on the other side of the Atlantic, — evening » 

"Quebec, 9 or 10 at night for Contades and his mneteen 

"Bridges, — there is a cfifficult affair goin^ on. Above and 

"below the Falls of Montmorenci, and their outflow into the 

" St. Lawrence : attempt on General Wolfe's part to penetrate 

"throuffh upon the French, under Marquui de Montcahft, 

"French Commander-in-chief, and to get a stroke at Quebec 

" and him. From tlie south side of the St. Lawrence, nothing 

ur*i" ^?v^w"® **P*^" Quebec, such the distance over. From 

Isle d Orleans and the north side, it is also impossible 

hitherto. Easy enough to batter the Lower Town, from 

,, your ships and redoubts : but the High Town towers aloft on 

Its sheer pmnacles, inaccessible even to cannon ; looks down 

• KauBler, Seh lack ten, &c. p. 587, 
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*'on the skilfuUest BritiBh Admiral and Fleet ^ as if witii an 
"air of indifference, — trying him on dark nights with fire- 
-ships^ £re-rafts, the cunningest kinds of pyrotechny, which 
"he skdfally tows aside. 

"A strenuous thin^, this of Wolfe's ; though an unsuccess- 
"fhl. Towards evemng, the end of it; all Quebec assembled 
" on the southern ramparts , witnessing with intense interest ; 
"the sublime FalU or Montmorenci gushing on, totally in- 
'< different. For about a month past. General Wolfe, with the 
"proper equipments, and about 10,000 men, naval and mili- 
"taryi who was expressly selected by Pitt to besiege Quebec, 
" and IS dying to succeed, has been tcying every scheme to ^et 
"into contact with it: — to no purpose, so loftjr, chasmy, rocky 
"is the ground, cut by mountainous precipices and torrent 
" streams, branches of the ^and St. Lawrence Hiver; so skil- 
" fully taken advantage otoj Montcalm and "his people, who 
" are at home here, and in regulars nearly equal Wolfe, not to 
"speak of Savages and Canadians. Wolfe s plan of the 31st 
" was not ill laid; and the execution has been zealous, seamen 
^* and landsmen aHke of willing mind ; — but it met with acci- 
" dents. Accidents in boating ; then a still worse accident on 
"llmding; the regiment of grenadiers , which crossed below 
"the Falls, having, so soon as landed, rushed off on the 
"redoubt there on their own score, without waiting for the 
"two brigades that were to cross and cooperate (wove the 
"Falls! Which cut Wolfe to the heart; and induced him, 
"especially as the tide was making again, to give up the 
"enterprise altogether, and recal everybody, while it was yet 
"time.* Wolfe is stoict in disciphne; loves the willing 
"mind, none more, and can kindle it among those about him ; 
"but he loves discipline withal, and knows how fatal the too 
"willing may be. For six weeks more, there is toil on the 
"back of toil everywhere for poor Wolfe. He falls into fevers, 
"into miseries, almost into oroken heart; — nothing sure to 
"him but that of doing his own poor utmost to the very death. 
"After six weeks, we shall perhaps hear of him again. Gild- 
"hag swiftly towards death; but also towards victory and the 
"goal of all his wishes." 

• Gentleman's Magazine for 1759, pp. 470-3; Thackeray, i. 438. 
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And now, after this flight half round the world, it 
is time we returned to Oder Country, and a Friedrich 
on the edge of formidable things there. Next day 
after Beeskow, where we left him, he duly arrived at 
Mtillrose; was joined by Wedell there, August 6th; 
and is now at Wulkow, — "encamped between Lebus 
and Wulkow," as we hear elsewhere; — quite in the 
environs of Frankfort, and of great events. 

I'riedrich to Graf von Tlnckenstem (Second Note). 

Wulkow, 8th AagHatl759. 

"If you hear of firing tomorrow, don't be surprised^ it is 
" our rejoicing for the Battle of Minden. 1 believe I shall have 
"to keep you in suspense some days yet. I have manyar- 
"rangements to make; I find great difficulties to surmount, 
" — and it is required to save our Country, not to lose it: I 
'bought both to be more prudent and more enterprising than 
"ever. In a word, I will do and undertake whatever I find 
"feasible and possible. With all that, I see myself in the 
"necessity of making haste, to check the desi^s Haddick 
" may have on Berlin. Adieu , mon cher. In a little, you will 
"have either a De Profundis or a Te Deum. — F."* 

• (Euvres de Frid^ric, xxv. 305, S06. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

BATTLE OP KUNERSDORP. 

Sunday July 29th, at Frankftirt-on-Oder divine 
worship was broken in upon, and the poor City thrown 
into consternation, by actual advent, or as good as ad- 
vent, of the Russians : "On the Crossen road, close by; 
coming, come!" And they did undeniably appear, 
next morning, in force; on the opposite, eastern or 
Kunersdorf side of the River, on the top of the Oder- 
Dam there; and demanded instant admission, ulider 
penalty of general death by fire. 

Within the Town stood Major Amim, a Veteran of 
those parts, with 400 militia; these, with their muskets 
and with two cannon, are the only defence of Frankfurt. 
The Town has Gates; but its walls, I doubt, are mainly 
garden-walls and house-walls. On the eastern side, the 
River, especially if you have cannon on the Bridge, 
gives it something of protection; but on the western 
and all other sides, it is overhung by heights. This 
Frankfort, like its bigger Namesake on the Mayn, is 
known as a-busy trading place, its Fairs much frequented 
in those Eastern parts; and is believed by the Russians 
to be far richer than it is. The reader, as there hap- 
pens to be ocular testimony extant,* may like to see a 
little how they behaved there: 

* Johann LndwlgEriele, Schlacht bei Kunersdorf , mit &c» (Berlin, 1801). 
Kriele was subsequent Pastor in the Parish , an excellent intelligent man 
has compiled in brief form, with an elaborate Chart too, a clear account of 
everything, in the Battle and before and after it. 



154 FBIfiDBIOHLIKBTOBBOyBRWUELlIED. [booKXIX. 

80tt& July— Uth Aug. 1756. 

"Amim, taking survey of the Russian Party, values it, 
"or what he can see of it , at 1,000" (they really were 6,000) ; 
"keeps his Drawbridge up; and answers stoutly enough, 
"*No.* Upon which, from the Oder-Dam, there flies off 
"one fiery grenado: one and no more, — wnich alighted in 
"the house of *Mrs. Thielicke, a Baker's Widow, who was 
"standing at the door:' — killed poor Mrs. Thielicke, blew 
"the house considerably to wreck, but did not set fire to it. 
'^Amim, all the Magistrates intreatin^ him for the love of 
"Heaven to leave them, is secretly shovmg off his two cannon 
"to the Nor^em Gate ; and in fact, is making his packages 
"with full speed: ^Push for Ciistrin,' thinks Arnim, ^and 
"save selves and cannon, since no good is to be done 
"here!* 

"It was about 11 A.if. when the Thielicke grenado fell: 
"obstinate Arnim would by no means go; onhr packed all 
"the faster. A second summons came: still, No. For the 
* ' third and last time the Russians then summon : * Grenadoes, 
"a hundred more of tiiem lie ready, unless — I* *We will, 
"we will; merciful servant of Czarish Majesty!* pas- 
" sionately signify the Majgistrates. But Arnim is still ne- 
^'gative, still keeps the Bridge up. One of the hundred does 
" go , by way of foretaste : this lighted ^near the Ober Eorche, 
"m the chimney of the Town-Musikus ;' brought the chimney 
" crashing down on him" (fancy a man with some fineness of 
ear); "tore the house a good deal to pieces, but a^ain did 
^ ^ not set it on fire . ^ Your obstinate Town can be bombarded, 
"then, — cannot it?' observed the Russian Messenger. — 
"'Give us Free Withdrawal!' proposes Arnim. *No; you 
"to be Prisoners of War; Town at Czarish Majesty's dis- 
"cretion.* * Never,' answers Arnim (to the outward earj. — 
"*Gk); oh, for the love of Heaven, go!* cry all Omcial 
"people. 

"Arnim, deaf to clamour, but steadily dilij^ent in getting 
"ready, does at last go; through the Lebus Suburb, quid 
"march; steady, yet at his best step; — taking theTown- 
*'keys in his pocket, and leaving the Drawbridge up. One 
"is sorry for poor Arnim and his 400 Militia; whose conduct 
"was perfect, under difficulties and alarms; but proved un- 
"successful. The terrified Magistrates, finding liieir Keys 
"gone, and the confiagrative Eussians at their gates, got 
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"blacksmiths on the. instant; smote down, by chisel and 
"mallet, the locked Drawbridge, smote open the Grates: 
"^£nter, O gracious Sirs; and may Czarish Majesty have 
" mercy on us ! * So that Amim had small start for marchers 
"on foot: and' was overtaken about half-waj. Would not 
"yield still, though the odds were overwhelming; drew him- 
"self out on the best ground discoverable; made hot re- 
"sistance; hot and skiuul; but in vain. About six in the 
"evening, Amim and Party were brought back. Prisoners, 
"to Frankfurt again, — self, surviving men, cannons and 
" all (self in a wounded state) ; — and * were locked in various 
^^Brewhousea;' little of careful surgery, I should fear. Poor 
"Amim; man could do no more; and he has been unfor« 
"tunate." 

It is by no means our* intention to describe the 
Iliad of ;Daiseries, the a&itations, terrors and disquietudes, 
the tribulation and utter harrowing to desptdr. which 
poor Frankfurt underwent, incessantly from that day 
forward, for about five weeks to come. "The fumish- 
"ings of victual" (Eussian stock quite out) "were to 
"an inconceivable amount; surrender of arms, of linens, 
"cloths, of everything useful to a hungry Army; above 
** all things, of horses, so that at last there were but four 
"horses left in all Frankfurt; and" — But we must 
Hot go into details. 

''Onthe second day, besides all this," what will be signi- 
ficant of it all , ' * there was exacted ' ransom of 600,000 thiuers 
** (90.000/.), or you shall be delivered to the Cossacks!* 
** Frankfort has not above 12,000 inhabitants within its 
*^ bounds;^ here is a sudden poll-tax of 11, 10s, per head/ 
** Frankfurt has not such a sum; the most rigorous collection 
*' did not yield above the tenth part of it. And more than 
"once those sanguinary vagabonds were openly drawn out, 
"pitch-link in hand: *The90,000/. or— I' Civic-Presidency 
" Offi<2e in Frankfurt was not a bed of roses. The poor Magis- 
•"trates rushed distractedly about; wrung out moneys to the 
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Uast drop; moneys, and in the end plate from iliose that 
'had it; went in tearful deputation to General Soltikof, — a 
'seyere proud kind of man, capable perhaps of being flat- 
' tered, — who usually locked them up instead. Magistrates 
'were locked in Russian ward, at one time, for ahnost a 
'week; sat in the blazing sun; if you try for the shade of a 
'tree, the sentry handles arms upon you; — and were like 
'to die. To me, Kriele, it is a muracle how the most of us 
'lived; nay we never really wanted food, so kind was 
' Providence , so generous our poor neighbours out of all the 
Towns round. The utmost of money that could be raised 
was 6,000/.; nothing but some little of plate, and eurBill 
for the remainder. Soltikof , a high kind of gentleman, 
saw at last how it stood; let the Magistrates out of ward; 
sent back 'the plate — 'Nothing of that!* — nav Czarish 
Majesty was herself generous ; and forgave the Bill , on our 
petition, next Year. Cossacks, indeed, were a plunderous 
ivild crew ; but tiie Russians kept them mostly without the 
gates. The regular Russians were civil and orderly, officers 
and men, — greatly beyond the Austrians in behaviour.*** 
By these few traits conceive Frankfurt: this, now forgotten 
in most books, is a background on which things were trans- 
acted still memorable to everybody. 

"Friday, August 3d, Gfeneral Loudon came to hand: 
"arrived early, in the Guben* (or Western) "Suburb, his 
"18,000 and he. In high spirits, naturally, and somewhat 
"exultant to have evaded Friedrich; but found a reception 
"that surprised him. The Russians had been living in the 
"hope of junction; but still more vividly in that of meaL 
"'Auxiliaries; humph, — only 18,000 of them; how much 
"welcomer had been as many hundredweights of meal!' 
" Loudon had pushed his baggage direct into Frankfart ; and 
"likewise a requisition of such and such proviants, weights 
" of meal and the like , in exuberant amount, to be fumiuied 
^'straightway by the Cilr; neither of which procedures would 
"the Russians hear of for a moment 'Out witii you!' said 
" they roughly to the baggage-people : ' quarter in the Guben 
"Suburb, or where you like; not herer And with regard 
"to the requisition of proviant, they answered in a scornful 
*' angry key« ' Proviant? You too witliout it? You have not 

* Eri«I«, ^l«Hkr hti Knmeniorf, pp. 1-15 (Ib compreawd stiUe). 
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'brought US meal, according to covenant; instead of meal, 
' you bring us 18,000 new eaters , most of them on horseback, 
* — Satan thank you! From Frankfurt be very certain you 

* can get no ounce of meal ; Frankfurt is our own poor meal- 
'bug, dreadfully scanty: atayontside, and feed where and 

* how you can! 

'^ Ail this, Loudon, though of hot temper, easily capable 

* of rising to the fierce point, had to endure in silence, for 
'the common interest. Loudon's own table is furnished 
'from Frankfurt; no other Austrian man*s: all others have 
' to shift how they can. Sad requisitioning needed , and sad 
'plunder to supplement it: the Austrian behaviour was very 
'bad, say the Frankfurters: 'in particular, they had burnt 
'gradually all the corn-mills in the country; within many 
'miles not one mill standing when they left us,' — and four 
^horses all the conveyance-power we had. Soltikof lodges 
'in great pomp, much soldiery and cannon jsarading berore 
'his doors; not an undignifiea man, or an inhuman or es- 
' sentially foolish , but very high in his ways , and distasteful 
' to Austrian dignitaries." 

The Russian Airmy lies mainly across Oder; en- 
camped on the Judenberg, and eastward there, along 
the Heights, near three miles, to Kunersdorf and 
beyond. They expect Friedrich at the gates of Frank- 
furt shortly; know well that they cannot defend Frank- 
furt They calculate that Friedrich will attack them 
in their Judenberg Encampment, but hope they are 
nearly ready for him there. Loudon, from the Guben 
Suburb, will hasten across, at any moment; — welcome 
on such fighting occasion, though ill seen when the 
question is of eating! The Russians have their Wagen- 
burg on an Island southward, farther up the Biver; 
they, have three Pontoon Bridges leading diither, a free 
retreat should they be beaten. And in the mean whUe 
are entrenching themselves, as only Daun would, — 
cannon and redoubts all round those Heights; — and 
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except it be screwing Frankfurt to do its impossible 
duty, and carting provender with all the horses ex- 
cept four, have not much farther to do but wait 
till the King come. Which will be speedily, it is 
probable! — 

Wednesday August 8th, Bussian and Austrian 
Grenerals, a cheerful party of them, had rendezvoused 
at Fischers Muhle; a Mill not yet burnt, and a pleasant 
Tavern as well; in one of the prettiest valleys in the 
Western Environs; — intending to dine there, and 
have a pleasant day. But the Miller^s Boy runs in 
upon them, wide-eyed, ^^JUmmel vnd Erde^ Prussian 
Hussars!" It was in verity Prussian Hussars; the King 
of Prussia with them in person. He is come out re- 
connoitering, the day after his arrival in those parts. 
The pleasuring Generals, Russian and Austrian, sprang 
to horseback, at their swiftest, — hope of dinner gone 
futile, except to the interv^iing Prussian Hussars; — 
and would have all been captured, but for that Miller's 
Boy; whose Mill too was burnt before long. This gaUop 
home of the undined Generals into Frank^irt was the 
first news we poor Prankforters had of the Eang's 
arrival. . 

The Eling has been punctual to his reckoning: he 
picked up Wedell at MiiUrose, — iiot too cordial to 
WedelFs people: "None of you speak to those beatoi 
wretches," ordered he; "till perhaps they wipe off their 
"Ziillichau stain!" On the 7th, Friedrich advanced to 
Frankfurt neighbourhood; took Camp between Wulkow 
and Lebus; — and has just been out reconnoitering. 
And has raised, fancy what emotion in poor !Frank^irt 
Ijnng under its nightmare! "Next day, August 9th, 
**from Wulkow-Lebus hand, wo" of Frankfurt "heard a 
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*^ great firing; cannon-salvoes, musket-volleys: * Nothing 
**of fight,' the Russian Officers told us; 'it is the King 
"of Prussia doing joyfire for Minden,' of which we till 
**now knew nothing." 

. Friedrich, on survey of this Russian- Austrian Army, 
some 90,000 in number, with such posts, artilleries, 
advantages, judges that he, counting only 40,000, is 
not strong enough. And indeed had so anticipated, 
and already judged; and, accordingly, has Finck on 
march hitherward again, — Berlin must take its risk. 
Saxony must shift for itself in the interim. Finck is 
due in two days, not here at Lebus precisely, but at 
another place appointed; .Finck will raise him to 50,000; 
and then business can begin! Contrary to Russian 
expectation, Friedrich does not attack Frankfurt; seems 
quite quiet in his cantonments; — he is quietly (if 
one knew it) making preparations farther down the 
River* About Reitwein, between this ' and Ciistrin, 
there arrangements are proceeding, by no means of a 
showy sort. 

The Russian- Austrian Army quits Frankfort, leaving 
only «ome hundreds of garrison: Loudon moves across, 
Soltikof across; to the Oder-Dam and farther; and lie, 
powerftilly entrenched, on those Kunersdorf Heights, 
and sandy Moorlands, which go eastward at right-angles 
to Oder-Dam. One of the strongest Camps imaginable. 
All roimd there, to beyond Kunersdorf and back again, 
near three miles each way^ they have a ring of redoubts, 
and artillery without end. And lie there, in order of 
battle or nearly so; ready for Friedrich, when he shall 
attack through Frankfort or otherwise. They face to 
the North (Reitwein way, as it happens)-; to tfieir rear, 
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and indeed to their front, only not so close, are woods 
and intricate wilds. Loudon has the left flank; that is 
to say, Loudon^s left-hand is towards the Oder-Dam 
and Frankfort; he lies at the Rothe Varwerk ("Bed 
Grange," a Farmstead much mentioned just now); 
rather to north-westward of the Jew Hill and Jew 
Churchyard {Judenberg and Judenkirchhof^ likewise^ much 
mentioned); and in advance of the General Mass. 
Soltikofs headquarter, I rather understand, is on the 
right wing; probably in Kunersdorf itself, or beyond 
that Village; there, at least, our highly important 
Eussian right-wing is; there, elaborately fortified; and, 
half a mile farther, ends, — on the edge of steep dells; 
the Kussian brink of which is strongly fringed with 
cannon, while beyond, on the farther brink, they have 
built an abatis; so making assurance doubly sure. 
Looking to the northward, all these 90,000; their left 
rather southward of Frankfurt Bridge, over which 
Friedrich will probably iBurive. Leftward, somewhat 
to rearward, they have bridges of their own; should 
anything sinister befal; three bridges which lead into 
that Oder Island, and ijie Russian Wagenburg there. 

August 10th, Finck, punctual to time, arrives in 
the neighbourhood of Reitwein (which is some ten miles 
down-stream from Lebus, from Frankfurt perhaps fifteen); 
Friedrich, the same day, is there before him; eager to 
complete the Bridges, and get to business. One Bridge 
is of pontoons; one of "Oder-boats, floated up from 
Ciistrin." Bridges are not begun till nightfaU, lest 
eyes be abroad; are ready in the minimum of time. 
And so, during the same night of the 10th, all the 
Infantry, with their artilleries and battle -furnitures, 
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poor over in two columns; tihe Cavaliy, at the due 
point of time, riding by a ford, short way to the right 
And at four, in the gray of the August morning 
(Saturday 11th August 1759), all persons and things 
find themselves correctly across: ranked there, in those 
barren, much indented "Pasture-grounds of Goritz" or 
of Oetscher; intending towards Kunersdorf; ready for 
unfolding into order of battle there. They leave their 
heavy baggage at Goritz, Wunsch to guard the Bridges 
and it; and, in succinct condition, are all under way. 
At one in the afternoon, we are got to Leissow and 
Bischofsee; scrubby hamlets (as the rest all are), not 
above two miles from Kunersdorf. The August day is 
windless, shiny, sultry; man and horse are weary with 
the labours, and with the want of sleep: we decide to 
bivouack here, and rest on the scrubby surface, heather 
or whatever it is, till tomorrow. 

Finck is Vanguard, ahead short way, and with his 
left on a bit of lake or bog; the Army is in two lines, 
with its right on Leissow, and has Cavalry in the kind 
of wood which there is to rear. Friedrich, having 
settled the positions, rides out reconnoitering; hither 
thither, over the Heights of Trettin. "The day being 
"still hot, he suffers considerably from thirst" (it is our 
one Anecdote), "in that arid tract: at last a Peasant 
"does bring him, direct from the fountain, a jug of 
"pure cold water; whom, lucky man, the King re- 
" warded with a thaler; and not only so, but, the man 
"being intelligent of the localities, took with him to 
"answer questions." Readers too may desire to gain 
some knowledge of the important ground now under 
survey. 

Cariyie, Frederick the Great. XL H 
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'* Frankfort, a very ancient Town, not a very beautiful,* 
says my Note, "stands on an alluvium which has been j^unc 
**down from certain clay Hills on the left bank of Oder. I 
''counted about 12,000 inhabitants in Friedrich's time; ha 
'' now perhaps about 20,000; not half the bulk of its namesak 
'*on the Mayn: but with Three ^at Fairs annually, an^ 
''much trade or the rough kind. On this left or west bank o; 
"Oder, the country is arable, moderately grassy and um 
"brageous, the prospect roimd you not unpleasant; bu 
"eastward, over the River, nothing can be more in contrast.^ 
" Oder is of swift curre nt, of turbid colour, as it rolls undeir^ 
"Frankfurt Bridge, — Wooden-Bridge, with Dam Suburl^ 
"at the end; — a River treeless, desolate, as you look up- 
"and down; which has, evidentljr, often changed its course, 
"since mndinff down that alluvium as site ror Frankftut;^ 
"and which, though now holding mainly to northward, is- 
'^ still given to be erratic, and destructive on the eastern low 
"grounds, — had not the Frankfurters built an 'Oder Dam* 
"on that side; a broad strong Earth-mound, running for 
"many miles, and confining ns floods. Beyond ti^e Dam, 
"there are traces of an ' Old Oder (Alte Oder)\^ and, in fact, 
"Oder, in primeval and in recent time, has gone along, 
"many-streamed; indenting, quarrying, leaving lakelets, 
"qua^ires, miscellaneous sandy tumtut, at a great rate, 
" on that eastern shore. Making of it one of the unloveliest 
"scenes of chaotic desolation anywhere to be met with; 
'*— fallen unlovelier than ever in our own more recent 
"times. 

"What we call the Heights of Kunersdorf is a broad 
"Chain of Knolls; coming out, at right angles, or as a 
" kind of spur, from the eastern high grounds ; £rect towards 
*' Oder and Frankfurt. Mill-Hill (MiMherg) is the root or 
''easternmost part of this spur. From theMUhlberg, over 
"Kunersdorf, to Oder Dam, which is the whole lenfi[th of 
"the spur, or Chain of Knolls, will be little short of four 
"miles; the breadth of the Chain is nowhere one mile, — 
"Jwhich is its grand defect as a Camp: 'too narrow for 
"manoeuvering in.' Here, atop and on the three sides of 
"this Block of Knolls, was rought the furious Battle of 
"Kunersdorf" (to be fought tomorrow), "one of the most 
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''fdrious ever known. A Block of Knolls memorable ever 
"since. 

" To all appearance , it was once some big Island or chain 
"of Islands m the Oder deluges: it is still cut with sudden 
"hollows, — Kuhgrund (Cow-Hollow), 7?iefe Weg (Deep 
"Way), and westernmost of all, and most important for us 
"here, Holde Grund (Big Hollow, let us call it; ''LoudorCs 
," Hollow' people subsequently called it); — and is every- 
" where strangely tumbled uj) into knolls blunt or sharp , the 
"work of primeval Oder in his rages. In its highest knolls, 
**^ — of which let readers note specially the Spitzberg, the 
"Miihlberg, the Judenberg, — it rises nowhere to 150 feet; 
"perhaps the general height of it may be about 100. On 
"each side of it, especially on the north, the Country is of 
"most intricate character: bushy, scraggy, with, brooklets 
"or muddy oozings wandering about, especially with a 
" thing called the -ffMn€r/?ie5s (Hen-Floss), which springs in 
"the eastern woods, and has inconceivable difficulty to get 
"into Oder, — if it get at all! This was a sore Floss 
"to Friedrich tomorrow. Hen-Floss struggles, painfully 
"meandering and oozing, along the northern side (some- 
" times close, sometimes not) of our Chain of Knolls: along 
"the south side of it (in our time, through the middle of it\ 
"goes the Highway to Reppen" ('From that Highway will 
his attack come ! ' thought the Russians , always till today^ : 
**on the north, to Leissow, toTrettin," where Friedrich is 
now on survey, "go various wheel-tracks, but no firm road. 
" A most intricate unlovely Countrv. Withered bent-grasses, 
"heath, perhaps gorse, and on both sides a great deal of 
" strangling Forest- wood^ reaching eastward , and especially 
'^BOumwarS, for many miles. 

"For the rest," to our ill-luck in this place, "theBattle- 
" field of Kunersdorf has had a peculiar fate in the world; 
**1iiat of being blown away by the winds ! The then scene of 
"things exists no longer; the descriptions in the Old Books 
"are gone hopelessly irrecognisable. In our time, there is 
"not anyvdiere a tract more purely of tumbled sand, than all 
"this between Kunersdorf and Dam Vorstadt; and you 
"judge, without aid of record or tradition, that it is greatly 
** altered for the worse since Friedrich*s time, — some rabbit- 
" colony, or other the like insignificancy, eating out the 

11* 
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''roots, till all vegetation died, and the wind got hold and 
"set it dancing; — and that, in 1759, when Russian hupian 
"beings took it for a Camp, it must have been at least 
"coherent, more or less; covered, held together by some 
"film of scrubby vegetation; not blowing about in every 
"wind as now! Runersdorf stands with its northern end 
"pushed into that iiTuA^rund (Cow-Hollow); which must then 
"have been a grassy place. Eastward of Kunersdorf the 
" ground has stiU some skin of peat, and sticks together: but 
"westward, all that three miles, it is a mere tumult of 
"sandhills, tumbled about in every direction (so diligent 
"have the conies been, and then the winds): no gullet, or 
"definite cut or hollow, now traceable anvwnere, but only 
"an endless imbroglio of twisted sand-heaps and sand- 
"hollows , which continually alter in the wind-storms. Sand 
" wholly, and , — except the strone paved Highway that now 
"runs through it (to Reppen, Meseritz, and me Polish 
"Frontier, and is strongly paved till it get through Kuners- 
" dorf ) , — chaotic wholly ; a scene of heaped barrenness and 
"horror, not to be matched but in Sahara^ the features of 
"the Battle quite blown away, and indecipherable in our 
"time. 

"A hundred years ago, it would have some tattered skin, 
" — of peat, of heather and dwarf whins, with the sand 
"cropping out only here and there. So one has to figure it 
"in Soltikofs day, — before the conies ruined it. Wliich 
" was not till withm the last sixty years , as appears. Kriele's 
"Book (in 1801) still gives no hint of change: the Kuhgrtmdy 
" which now has nothing but dry sand for the most industrious 
"ruminant, is still a place of succulence and herbage in 
"Kriele's time; 'Deep Way,* where 'at one point two carts 
"could not pass,* was not yet blown out of existence, but 
" has still ' a Well in it * for Kriele ; Hohle Grund (since called 
" Loudon*8 Hollow) , with the Jew Hill and Jew Churchyard 
" beyond , seem tolerable enough places to Kriele. Probably 
" not unlike what the surrounding Country still is. A Country 
"of poof villages, and of wild ground, flat generally, and 
"but tolerably green; with lakelets, bushes, scrubs, and 
"intricate meandering^ little runlets and oozelets; and in 
"general with more oiForest so-called than now is: — this k 
"Kunersdorf Chain of Knolls; Soltikofs Entrenched Camp 
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''at' present; deBtined to become very famous in the world, 
"after lying so long obscure under Oder and its rages."* 

From the Knolls of Trettin, that Saturday after 
noon, Friedrich takes view of the Bussian Gamp. All 
lying bright enough there; from Mtihlberg to Juden- 
berg, convenient to our glass; between us and the 
evening Sun. Batteries most abundant, difficulties 
great: Soltikof just ahead here, 72,000: Loudon at the 
Red Grange yonder, on their extreme left, with 18,000 
more. An uncommonly strong position for 90,000 
against 50,000. One thing strikes Friedrich: On front 
in this northern side, close by the base of the Russian 
Camp, runs, — for the present away from Oder, but 
intending to join it elsewhere, — a paltry little Brook, 
"Hen-Floss" so-called, with at least two successive 
HUls on it {Kleine MuMe^ Grosse Muhle)-, and on the 
northern shore of it, spilling itself out into a wet waste 
called EUhruch (Alder Waste), which is especially 
notable to Friedrich. Alder Waste? Watery, scrubby; 
no passage there, thinks Friedrich; which his Peasant 
with the water-jug confirms. "Tell me, however," in- 
quires Friedrich, with strictness, "From the Red Grange 
yonder, where General Loudon is, if you wished to get 
over to the Hohle Grundy or to the Judenberg, would 
you cross that Hen-Floss?" "It is not crossable, your 
Majesty; one has to go round quite westward by the 
Dam." "What, from Rothe Vorwerk to Big Hollow, 
no passage, say you; no crossing?" "None, your 
Majesty y" insists the Peasant; — who is not aware 
that the Russians have made one of firm trestles and 
logs, and use it daily for highway there; an error of 

* TmrisVs Note (Autamn 1852). 
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some interest to Friedrich within the next twenty-four 
boors! 

Friedrich himself does not know this bit of ground: 
but there is with him, besides the Peasant, a Major 
Linden, whose Begiment used to lie in Frankftirt, of 
whom Friedrich makes minute questioning. Linden 
answers confidently; has been over all this tract a hun- 
dred times; "but knows it only as a hunter," says 
Tempelhof, * "not as a soldier," which he ought to 
have done. His answers are supposed to have misled 
Friedrich on various points, and done him essential 
damage. 

Friedrich's view of the case, that evening, is by no 
means so despondent as might be imagined: he regards 
the thing as difficult, not as impossible, — and one of his 
anxieties is, that he be not balked of trying it straight- 
way. Eetiring to his hut in Bischofsee, he makes two 
Dispositions, of admirable clearness, brevity, and cal- 
culated for two contingencies:**"^ That of the enemy 
retaining his now posture; and That of the enemy 
making off f(»r Keppen; — which latter does not at all 
concern us, as matters turned! Of the former the course 
will unfold itself to us, in practice, shortly. At 2 a.m. 
Friedrich will be on foot again, at 3 on march again. — 
The last phenomenon, at Bischofsee this night, is some 
sudden glare of disastrous light rising over the woods: — 
"Russians burning Kunersdorf!" as neighbours are 
sorry to hear. That is the finale of much Russian re- 
arranging and tumbling, this day; that barbarous burn- 
ing of Kunersdorf, before going to bed. Tomorrow 



* Tempelhof, m. 186. 
** Given in Tempelhof m. Ib2, 183. 
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various other poor Villages got burnt by them, which 
they had better have left standing. 

The Russians, on hearing that Friedrich was across 
at Goritz, and coming on them from the north side, 
not from Frankfiirt by the Reppen TEighway, were in 
great agitation. Not thrown into terror, but into mani- 
fold haste, knowing what hasty adversary there was. 
Endless readjustments they have to make; a day of 
tumultuous business with the Russians, this Saturday 
11th, when the news reached them. "They inverted 
their front" (say all the Books but Friedrich's own): 
"Not coming by the Reppen Highway, thenl" think 
they. And thereupon changed rear to front, as at 
Zomdorf, but more elaborately; which I should not 
mention, were it not that hereby their late "left wing 
on the Milhlberg" has, in strict speech, become their 
"right," and there is ambiguity and discrepancy in 
some of the Books, should any poor reader take to 
studying them on tibis matter. Changed their frt)nt; 
which involves much interior changing; readjusting of 
batteries and the like. That of burning Kunersdorf 
was the barbaric winding-up of all this: barbaric, and, 
in the military sense, absurd; poor Kunersdorf could 
have been burnt at any moment, if needful; and to the 
Russians the keeping of it standing was the profitable 
thing, as an impediment to Friedrich in his advance 
there. They have laid it flat and permeable: ashes all 
of it, — except the Church only, which is of stone; 
not so combustible, and may have uses withal. Has 
perhaps served as 'texapo««y lock-np. prison for the 
night, to some of those Frankfrut Deputations and 
their troublesome wailings; and may serve as temporary 
hospital tomorrow, who knows? 
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Readjustments in the Eossian Camp were manifold: 
but these are as nothing, in the tumultuous business of 
the day. Carting of their baggage, every article of 
value, to that safe Wagenburg in the River; driving 
of cattle, — the very driving of cattle through Frank- 
fort, endless herds of them, gathered by the Cossacks 
from far and wide, "lasted for four-and-twenty hours." 
Oxen in Frankfurt that day were at the rate of ten 
shillings per head. Often enough you were offered a 
full-grown young steer for a loaf of bread; nay the 
Cossacks, when there was absolutely no bidder, would 
slaughter down the animal, leave its carcass in the 
streets, and sell the hide for a tynvpf^ — fivepence 
(very bad silver at present). Never before or since was 
seen in Frankfurt such a Saturday, for bellowing and 
braying, and raging and tumulting, all through the 
day and through the night; ushering in such a Sunday 
too! 

Sunday about 3 in the morning, Friedrich is on 
march again, — Russians still in their place; and Dis- 
position Firsts not Second at all, to be our rule of 
action! Friedrich, in Two Columns, marches off, east- 
ward through the woods, as if for Reppen quite away 
from the Russians and their MUhlberg; but intending 
to circle round at the due point, and come down upon 
their right flank there (left flank, as he persists to call 
it), out of the woods, and clasp it in his arms in an 
impressive, unexpected way. In Two Columns; which 
are meant, as usual, to be die Two Lines of Battle: 
Seidlitz, with chosen Cavalry is at the head of Column 
First, and will be Left Wing, were we on the ground; 
Eugen of Wtirtemberg, closing the rear of Column 
First, will, he, or Finck and he together, be Right 
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Wing. That is the order of march; — order of hattley 
we shall find, had to alter itself somewhat, for reasons 
extremely valid! 

Finck with his 12,000 is to keep his present ground; 
to have two good batteries got ready, each on its knoll 
ahead, which shall wait silent in the interim: Finck to 
ride ont reconnoitering, with many General Officers, 
and to make motions and ostentations; in a word, to 
persuade the Russians that here is the Main Army 
coming on fipom the north. All which Finck does; 
avoiding, as his orders were, any firing, or serious 
commencement of business , till the King reappear out 
of the woods. The Russians give Finck and his General 
Officers a cannon salvo, here and there, without effect, 
and get no answer. "The King does not see his way, 
then, after all?^^ think the Russians. Their Cossacks 
go scouring about; on the southern side, "bum Schwetig 
and Reipzig," without the least advantage to them- 
selves: most of the Cavalry, and a regiment or two of 
excellent Austrian Grenadiers, are with Loudon, near 
the Red Grange, in front of the Russian extreme left; 
— but will have stept over into Big Hollow, at a 
moment of crisis! 

The King's march, through the Forest of Reppen, 
was nothing like so expeditious as had been expected. 
There are thickets, intricacies, runlets, boggy oozes; 
indifferent to one man well mounted, but vitally im- 
portant to 30,000 with heavy cannon to bring on. 
Boggy oozings especially, — there is one dirty stream 
or floss (ffuhnerfliess, Hen-Floss) which wanders dis- 
mally through those recesses, issuing from the far 
south, with dirty daughters dismally wandering into it, 
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and others that caimot get into it (being of the lake 
kind): these, in their weary, circling, recircling, course 
towards Oder, — Faule Laacke (Foul Lake, Lither- 
merey as it were). Foul Bridge, Swine's Nook (Schweine- 
bucht)y and many others, — occasion endless difficulty. 
Whether Major Linden was shot tjiat day, or what 
became of him after, I do not know: but it was pity 
he had not studied the ground with a soldier^s eye in- 
stead of a hunter's! Plumping suddenly, at last, upon 
Hen-Floss itself, Friedrich has to turn angularly; 
angularly, which occasions great delay: the heavy can- 
non (waU-guns brought from Ciistrin) have twelve horses 
each, and cannot turn among the trees, but have to be 
unyoked, reyoked, turned round by hand: — in short, 
it was eight in the morning before Friedrich arrived 
at the edge of the wood, on the Klosterberg, Walck- 
berg, and other woody Bergs or knolls, within reach 
of Mtihlberg, and behind the preliminary abatis there 
(abatis which was rather of service to him than other- 
wise); — and began privately building his batteries. 

At eight o'clock he, with Column First, which is 
now becoming Line First (centre of Line First, if we 
reckon Finck as right-wing) ^ is there; busy in that 
manner: Column Second, which was to have been Rear 
Line, is stiU a pretty way behind; and has many dif- 
ficulties before it gets into Kunersdorf neighbourhood, 
or can (having wriggled itself into a kind of left-wing) 
co5perate on the Eussian Position from the south side- 
On the north side, Finck has been ready these five 
hours. — Friedrich speeds the building of his batteries: 
"Silent, too; the Eussians have not yet noticed us I" 
By degrees the Eussians do notice something; shoot 
out Cossacks to reconnoitre. Cossacks in quantity; 



CHAP. IV.] BATTLE OP KXJNBKSDORP. 171 

12th Aug. 1759. 

who are so insolent, and venture so very near, our 
gunners <m tlie north battery give them a blast of 
satisfactory grape-shot; one and then another, four 
blasts in all, satisfactory to the gunner mind, — till 
the King^s self, with a look, with a voice, came gal- 
loping: "Silence, will you I" The Eussians took no 
offence; still considering Finck to be the main thing,, 
and Friedrich some scout party, — till at last. 

Half-past eleven, everything being ready on the 
Walck Hill, Friedrich's batteries opened ithere, in a 
sudden and volcanic way. Volcanically answered by 
the Eussians, as soon as possible; who have 72 guns 
on this Muhlberg, and are nothing loth. Upon whom 
Finck^s battery is opening from the north, withal: 
Friedrich has 60 cannon hereabouts; on the Walckbergi 
on the Little Spitzberg (caUed SeidUtz Hill ever since); 
all playing diligently on the head and south shoulder 
of this Miihlberg: while Finck's battery opens on the 
north shoulder (could he but get near enough). Vol- 
canic to a degree, all these; nor are the Eussians want- 
ing, though they get more and more astonished: Tern- 
pelhof, who was in it, says he never, except at Torgau 
next Year, heard a louder cannonade. Loud ex- 
ceedingly; and more or less appalling to the Eusslan 
imagination: but not destructive in proportion; the 
distance being too considerable, — "1,950 paces at the 
nearest,^' as Tempelhof has since ascertained by measur- 
ing. Friedrich^s two batteries, however, as they took the 
Eussians in the flank or by enfilade, did good execution. 
"The Eussian guns were ill pointed; the Eussian bai- 
"teries wrong built; batteries so built as did not allow 
^'thern sight of the Hollow they were meant to defend.'** 

* Tempelhof, m. t86, 187. 
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After above half an hour of this, Friedrich orders 
storm of the Mtlhlberg: Forward on it, with what of 
enfilading it has had! Eight grenadier Battalions, a 
chosen vanguard appointed for the work (names of 
Battalions all given, and deathless in the Prussian 
War- Annals), tramp forth on this service: cross the 
abatis, which the Russian grenadoes have mostly burnt; 
down into the Hollow. Steady as planets; "with a 
precision and coherency," says Tempelhof, "which 
even on the parade-ground would have "deserved 
"praises. Once well in the Hollow, they suffer nothing; 
"though the blind Kussian fire, going all over their 
"heads, rages threefold:" suffered nothing in the Hol- 
low; nor till they reached almost the brow of the 
MtQilberg, and were within a hundred steps of the 
Russian guns. These were the critical steps, these 
final ones; such torrents of grape-shot and musket-shot 
and sheer death bursting out, here at last, upon the 
Eight Battalions, as they come above ground. Who 
advanced, unwavering, all the faster, — speed one^s 
only flafety. They poured, into the Kussian gunners 
and musketry battalions^ one volley of choicest quality, 
which had a shaking effect; then, with level bayonets, 
plunge on the batteries: which are all empty before 
we can leap into them; artillerymen, musketeer batta- 
lions, all on wing; general whirlpool spreading. And 
so, in ten minutes, the Miihlberg and its guns are ours. 
Ever since Zomdorf, an idea had got abroad, says 
Tempelhof, that the Russians would* die instead of 
yielding; but it proved far otherwise here. Down as 
far as Kunersdorf , which may be about a mile west-, 
ward, the Russians are all in a whirl; at best hanging 
in tatters and clumps, their Officers struggling against 
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the flight; "mixed groups you would see huddled to- 
gether a hundred men deep." The Bussian Left Wing 
is beaten: had we our cannon up here, our cavalry up 
here, the Kussian Army were in a bad way! 

This is a glorious beginning; completed, I think, 
as far almost as Kunersdorf by one o'clock: and could 
the iron continue to be struck while it is at white heat 
as now, the result were as good as certain. That was 
Friedrich's calculation: but circumstances which he had 
not counted on, some which he could not count on, 
sadly retarded the matter. His Left Wing (Bear Line, 
which should now have been Left Wing) from south- 
ward, his Bight Wing from northward, and Finck 
farther west, were now on the instant to have simul- 
taneously closed upon the beaten Bussians, and crushed 
them altogether. The Bight Wing, conquerors of the 
Milhlberg, are here: but neither Finck nor the Left 
can be simultaneous with them. Finck and his artil- 
lery are much retarded with the Flosses and poor 
single Bridges; and of the Left Wing, there are only 
some Vanguard Begiments capable of helping ("who 
drove out the Bussians from Kunersdorf Churchyard," 
as their first feat), — no Main Body yet for a long 
while. Such impediments, such intricacies of bog and 
bush! The entire Wing does at last get to the south- 
east of Kunersdorf, free of the wood; but finds (con- 
trary to Linden with his hunter eye) an intricate 
meshwork of meres and straggling lakes, two of them 
in the burnt Village itself; no passing of these except 
on narrow isthmuses, which necessitate change of rank 
and re-change; and our Left Wing cannot, with all its 
industry, "march up," that is, arrive at the enemy in 
fighting line, without the painftillest delays. 
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And then the getting forward of onr cannon! On 
the Miihlberg itself the seventy-two Enssian gnns, 
"owing to difference of calibre," or artillery-men know 
what, cannot be used by us : a few light gans, Tempel- 
hof to one of them, a poor four in all, with perhaps 
100 shot to each, did, by the King's order, hasten to 
the top of the Mtlhlberg; and never did Tempelhof 
see a finer chance for artillery than there. Soft slop- 
ing ground, with Bnssians sinfmering ahead of yon, all 
the way down to Kunersdorf, a mile long: by hori- 
zontal pointing, you had such reboundings (ricochets) ^ 
and carried beautiful execution! Tempelhof soon spent 
his hundred shots: but it was not at once that any of 
our sixty heavy guns could be got up thither. Twelve 
horses to each: fancy it, and what baffling delays here 
and elsewhere; — and how the Russian whirlpool was 
settling more and more, in the interim! And had, in 
part, settled; in part, got through to the rear, and been 
replaced by fresh troops! 

Friedrich's activities. ,and suppressed and insnppres- 
sible impatiences in this interval, are also conceivable, 
though not on record for us. The swiftest of men; 
tied down, in this manner, with the blaze of perfect 
victory ahead, were the moments not running out! 
Slower or faster, he thinks (I suppose), the victory is 
liis; and that he must possess his soul till things do 
arrive. It was in one and more of those embargoed 
intervals that he wrote to Berlin* (which is waiting, as 
if for life or death, the issue of this scene, sixty miles 
distant): " Russians beaten; rejoice with me!" Four 
successive couriers, I believe, with messages to that 

* Prenas, n. 212n. 
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effect; and at last, a Fifth with dolefully contrary 
news! — 

In proportion as the cannon and other necessaries 
gradually got in, the Fight flamed up from its embers 
more and more: and there ensued, — the Russians 
being now ranked again (fronting eastward now) "in 
many lines," and very fierce, — a second still deadlier 
bout; Friedrich furiously diligent on their front and 
right flank; Finck, from the Alder Waste, battering 
and charging (uphill, and under difficulties from those 
Flosses and single Bridges) on their left flank. This 
too, after long deadly efforts on the Prussian part, 
ended again clearly in their favour; their enemies 
broken a second time, and driven not only out of 
Kunersdorf and the Kuhgmnd, but some say almost to 
the foot of the Judenberg, — what can only be very 
partially true. Broken portions of the Russian left 
flank, — some of Finck's people, in their victorious 
wrath, may have chased these very far: but it is cer- 
tain the general Russian mass rallied again a long way 
short^lof the Judenberg; — though, the ground being 
all obliterated by the rabbits and the Winds, nobody 
can now know with exactitude where. 

' And indeed the Battle, from this point onwards, 
becomes blurred and conftised to us, only its grosser 
features visible henceforth. Where the "Big Spitz- 
berg" was (so terribly important soon), nobody can 
now tell me, except from maps. Loudon's motions too 
are obscure, though important. I believe his grenadiers 
had not yet been in the fire; but am certain they are 
now come out of Big Hollow; fresh for the rescue; and 
have taken front rank in this Second Rally that is 
made. Loudon's Cavalry, Loudon himself has in hand, 
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and waits with thetn in a fit place. He has 18,000 
fresh men; and an eye like few others on a field of 
war. London^s 18,000 are fresh: of the Prussians that 
can by no means be said. I should judge it must be 
three of the afternoon. The day is windless, blazing; 
one of the hottest August days; and "nobody, for 
"twelve hours past, could command a drink of water:" 
very fresh the poor Prussians cannot be! They have 
done two bouts of excellent fighting; tumbled the Rus- 
sians well back, stormed many batteries; and taken in 
all 180 cannon. 

At this stage, it appears, Finck and many Generals, 
Seidlitz among the others, were of opinion that, in 
present circumstances, with troops so tired, and the 
enemy nearly certain to draw off, if permitted,"* here 
had been enough for one day, and that there ought to 
be pause till tomorrow. Friedrich knew well the need 
of rest; but Friedrich, impatient of things half-done, 
especially of Russians half-beaten, would not listen to 
this proposal; which was reckoned upon him as a grave 
and tragic fault,, all the rest of his life; though favour- 
able judges, who were on the ground, Tempelhof for 
one,* are willing to prove that pausing here, — at the 
point we had really got to, a little beyond the Kuh- 
grund, namely; and not a couple of miles westward, at 
the foot of the Jew Hill, where vague rumour puts us, 
— was not feasible or reasonable. Friedrich considers 
with himself, "Our left wing has hardly yet been in 
fire!" — calls out the entire left wing, foot and horse: 
these are to emerge from their meshwork of Lakes 
about Kunersdorf , and bear a hand along with us on 

* Tempelhof, m. 194. 
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the Russian front here, — especially to sweep away 
that raging Battery they have on Ihe Big Spitzberg, 
and make as clear of it The Big Spitzberg lies to 
south and ahead of the Enssian right as now ranked; 
fatally covers their right flank, and half rains the 
attack in front Big Spitzberg is blown irrecognisable 
in oar time; bat it was then an all-important thing. 

The left-wing Infantry thread their lake-labyrinth, 
the soonest possible; have to rank again on the hither 
side, onder a tearing fire from that Spitzberg; can then 
at last, and do, storm onwards, apwards; but cannot, 
with their best effort, take the Spitzberg: and have to 
fall back under its floods of tearing case-shot, and re- 
tire out of range. To Friedrich's blank disappointment: 
"Try it you, ^en, Seidlitz; you saved us at Zomdorfl" 
Seidlitz, though it is an impossible problem to storm 
batteries with horse, does charge in for the Hussian 
flank, in spite of its covering battery: but the torrents 
of grape^hot are insufferable; the Seidlitz people, torn 
in gaps, recoil, whirl round, and do not rank again till 
beyond the Lakes of Kunersdorf. Seidlitz himself has 
got wounded, and has had to be carried away. 

And, in brief, from this point onwards all goes 
aback with the Prussians more and more. Repeated 
attempts on that Spitzberg battery prove vain; to ad- 
vance without it is impossible. Friedrich^s exertions 
are passionate, almost desperate; rallying, animating, 
new-ordering; everywhere in the hottest of the fire. 
"Thrice he personally led on the main attack." He 
has had two horses shot down under him; mounting a 
third, this too gets a bullet in an artery of the neck^ 
and is about falling, when two Adjutants save the King. 
In his waistcoatrpod^et some small gol^ case (etui) has 

Carlyle, Frederick the Great, XI, 1^ 
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got smitten flat hy a bullet, which would otheiwise 
have ended matters. The people about him remonstiate 
on such exposure of a life beyond value; he answers 
curdy, "We must all of us try every method here, to win 
"the Battle: I, like every other, must stand to my duty 
*'here!" These and a second brief word or two fardier on, 
are all of articulate that we hear from him this day. 

Friedrich^s wearied battalions here on the Heights, 
while the Spitzberg to left; goes so ill, fight desperately; 
but cannot prevail farther; and in spite of Friedrich^s 
vehement rallyings and urgings, gradually lose ground, 
— back at last to Kunersdorf and the Kuhgrund again. 
The Loudon grenadiers, and masses of fresh Russians, 
are not to be broken, but advance and advance. Fancy 
the panting death-labours, and spasmodic toilings and 
bafEings, of those poor Prussians and their King! 
Nothing now succeeding; the death-agony now come; 
^ hearts growing hopeless; only one heart still seeing 
hope. The Spitzberg is impossibe; tried how often I 
know not. Finck, from the Alder Waste, with his In- 
fantry, attacks, and again attacks; without success: 
"Let the Cavalry go round then, and try there. Seid- 
litz we have not; you Eugen of Wiirtemberg lead 
them!'' Eugen leads them (cuirassiers, or we will forget 
what); round by the eastern end of the Mfihlberg; then 
westward, along the Alder Waste; finally southward, 
against the Eussian flank, hunself foremost, and at the 
gallop for charging: — Eugen, "looking round, finds 
his men all gone,'' and has to gallop the other way; 
gets wounded to boot. Puttkammer, with Hussars, 
then tried it;. Puttkammer was shot dead, and his 
Hussars too €ould do nothing. 

Back, slowly back, go the Prussians generally, no- 
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thing now succeeds with them. Back to the Knhgrund 
again; fairly over the steep brow there; the Enssians 
serrying their ranks atop, rearranging their many guns. 
There, once more, rose frightful struggle;. desperate at- 
tempt by the foredone Prussians to retake that Height. 
^'Lasted fifteen minutes, line to line not fifty yards 
asunder;^' such musketry, — ^ our last cartridges withal. 
Ardent Prussian parties trying to storm up; few evei' 
getting to the top, none ever standing there alive one 
minute. This was the death-agony of the Battle.^ Lou- 
don, waiting behind the Spitzberg, dashes forward now, 
towards the Kuhgrund and our Left Flank. At sight 
of which a universal feeling shivers through the Prus- 
sian heart, "Hope ended, then!" — and their solid 
ranks rustle everywhere; and melt into one wild deluge, 
ebbing from the place as fast as it can. 

It is towards six o'clock; the sweltering Sun is now 
fallen low and veiled; gray evening sinking over those 
wastes. ^^N*y a-Uil done pas un hougre de boulet qui 
^^puisse m'atteindre (Is there not one b— of a ball that 
"can reach me, then)?" exclaimed Friedrich, in his 
despair. Such a day he had never thought to see* 
The pillar of the State, the Prussian Army itself, gone 
to chaos in this manner. Friedrich still passionately 
struggles, exhorts, commands, entreats even with tears, 
" Children, don't forsake me, in this pinch (ifrndfer, v^r- 
*^las8et heute mich^ euren Kdnig^ etiren Vater^ nicfU)V^* 
— but all ears are deaf. On the Miihlberg, one regiment 
still stood by their guns, covering the retreat. But the rer 
treat is more and more a flight; "no Prussian Army was 
ever seen in such a state." At the Bridges of that Hen- 
Floss, there was such a crowding, all our guns got 

* Kriele, p. 169. 

12* 



180 AlEDRICHUKfifOBEOVE&WHELMED. {mokXCL 

ISU Aw. ITSSL 



; and had to be left, 165 of tliem of vanoos 
ealilH«, and the whole of the Russian 180 that were onea 
in oar hands. Had the chase been yigorons, this Ptnssian 
Army had heeai heard - of no more. Bnt beyond the 
MGhlberg, there was little or no pursuit; throngh the 
wood the Army, all in chaos, bat withont molestation 
otherwise, made for its Oder Bridges by the way it 
had come.* 

Friedrich was among the last to quit the groond. 
He seemed stupefied by the excess of fab emotions; in 
no haste to go; uncertain whether he would go at all. 
His Adjutants were about him, and a small party of 
Ziethen Hussars under Captain Prittwitz. Wild swarms 
of Cossacks approached die place. "iVtVfirtV^, ich bm 
^^verlarm (Prittwitz, I am lost)!" remarked he. "iViw, 
*^Ihro Majestdtr* answered Prittwitz with enthusiasm; 
charged fiercely, he and his few, into the swarms of 
Cosej^ks; cut them about, held them at bay, or sent 
them elsewhither, while the Adjutants seized Friedrich^s 
bridle, and galloped off with him. At Oetscher and 
the Bridges, Friedrich found of his late Army not quite 
8,000 men. Even Wunsch is not there till next mom- 
mg. Wunsch with his Party had, early in the after- 
lioon, laid bold of Frankftirt, as ordered; made the 
garrison prisoners, blocked the Oder Bridge; poor 
Frankftirt tremulously thanking Heaven for him, and 
for such an omen. In spite of their Wagenburg and 
these Pontoon-Bridges, it appears, there would have 
been no retreat for the Russians except into Wunsch's 

* Tempelhof, m. 17d-20O; Beteow, n. S0*115t In Seyfiurth, Be^lmgen, 
n. S89«598, Bmiokt von der am 12. Angnst 1759 6«jf Kumersdorf torgefmUenru 
Schlacht (Official); and lb. 58S-e03, Besckrnbnng der &c (by a Priyata 
Band) : lacidly aeeorate both. 
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cannon: Wageaburg way, latish in the afternoon, there 
was ench a scramble of runaways and retreating bag- 
gage, all was jammed into impassability; scarcely could 
a single man get through. In case of defeat, the Rus- 
sian Army would have had no chance but surrender 
or extermination.* At dark, however, Wunsch had 
summons, so truculent in style, he knew what it meant; 
and answering in words peremptorily, "No" with a like 
emphasis, privately got ready again, and at midnight 
disappeared. Got to Reitwein without accident 

Friedrich found at Oetscher nothing but huts ftiU 
of poor wounded men, and thek miseries and surgeries; 
— he took shelter, himself, in a hut "which had been 
plundered by Cossacks" (in the past days), but which 
had fewer wounded than others, and could be furnished 
with some bundles of dry straw. Kriele has a pretty 
Anecdote, with names and particulars, of two poor 
Lieutenants, who were lying on the floor, as he entered 
this hut. They had lain there for many hours; the 
Surgeons thinking them desperate ; which Friedrich did 
not. ^^Ach Kinder^ Alas, children, you are badly wounded, 
"then?" "./a, your Majesty: but how goes tie Battle?" 
(Answer, evasive on this point): "Are you bandaged, 
"though? Have you been let blood?" "iV«n, I^mr 
" Majestdty kein Teufel will uns verhinden (Not a devil of 
"them would bandage us)!" Upon which there is a 
Surgeon instantly brought; reprimanded for neglect: 
"Desperate, say you? These are young fellows; feel 
"that hand, and that; no fever there: Nature in such 
"cases does wonders!" Upon which the leech had to 

* Tempelhof, m. 194: in Reteow (ii. 110) is some dnbioiu traditionary 
stuff on the matter. 
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perform his function; and the poor young fellows were 
saved, — and did new fighting, and got new wounds, 
and had Pensions when the War ended.* This ap- 
pears to have been Friedrich^s first work in that hut at 
Oetscher. Here next is a Third Autograph to Fincken- 
stein, written in that hut, probably the first of several 
Official things there: 

The King to Graf von Fmckensfein (at Berlin) : Third Note* 

OeUcher, "ISth Aagnst," 1759. 

'^I attacked the Enemy this morning about eleven; we 
"beat him back to the Jtidenkirchhof(Jew Churchyard," — a 
mistake, but now of no moment), "near Franfdrt. All my 
'^ troops caihe into action, and have done wonders. I reas- 
^'sembled them three times; at length. I was myself nearly 
^' taken prisoner; and we had to quit tne Field. My coat is 
"riddled with bullets, two horses were killed under me; — 
"my misfortune is that I am still alive. Our loss is very 
^'considerable. Of an Army of 48,000 men, I have, at tins 
"moment while I write, not more than 3,000 together: and am 
^'no longer master of my forces. In Berlin you will do well 
"to think of your safety. It is a great calamity; and I will 
"not survive it: the consequences of this Battle will be worse 
"than the Battie itself. I have no resources more; and, to 
"confess the truth , I hold all for lost. I will not survive tiie 
"destruction of my Country. Farewell forever (Adieu pour 
''jamais), — F."** 

Anotiier thing, of the same tragic character, is that 
of handing over this Army to Finck's charge. Order 
there is to Finck of that tenor: and along with it the 
following notable Autograph, — a Friedrich taking 
leave both of Kingship and of life. The Autograph 
exists; but has no date, — date of tiie Order would 

* Kriele, pp. 169, 170$ and in all the An«odote-Books, 
** In orig. " ce 12," no other date ((Euvres de Fr6deric, xxv. 806). 
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probably be still Oetscher^ 12ih August; date of tho 
Autograph, Reitwein (across the Biver), next day. 

Friedrich to Lieutenant-General Mnck (at Oetscher or 

Reitwein.) 

'^ General Finck gets a difficult commission ; the unlucky 
"Army which I ^ive up to him is no longer in condition to 
" make head agamst the Russians. Haddick will now start 
"for Berlin , perhaps Loudon too ; if General Finck g;o after 
"these, the Russians will fall on his rear; if he continue on 
"the Oder, he gets Haddick on his flank (so krigt er den Hadek 
^^diss Seit): — however, I believe, should Loudon go for 
" Berlin , he mi^ht attack Loudon , and try to beat him : this, 
"if it succeeded, would be a stand against misfortune , ana 
"hold matters up. Time gained is much, in these desperate 
" circumstances. The news from Torgau and Dresden, Coper 
"my Secretaay" {C&per mein Segreter, kind of lieutenant to 
Eichel *) " wifl send him. You (Er) must inform my Brother " 
(Prince HenriJ "of everything; wnom I have declared Gen- 
" eralissimo oi the Army. To repair this bad luck altogether, 
"is not possible: but what my ]^other shall command, must 
" be done : — the Army swears to my Nephew" (Eong hence- 
forth). 

"This is all the advice^ in these unhappy circumstances, 
"I am in a condition to give. Had I still had resources, I 
"would have stayed by them (^o wehre ich darhei gehUeben), ^— 
Fbiedbich."** 

AU this done, the wearied Friedrich flung himself 
into his trass of dry straw; and was seen sound asleep 
there, a single sentry at the door, by some high Generals 
that ventured to look in. On the morrow he crossed to 
Reitwein; by tomorrow night, there had 23,000 of his 
fiigitiyes come in to him; — but this is now to be Finck's 
affair, not his! That day, too (for the Paper seems to 
be misdated), he signed, and despatehed to Schmettau, 

* See Preius, I..S49, m. 442. 
** Exact Copy, two exact GopieSi iif Pre««s (x. 450, and again, n. 215). 



184 FBIEDBICHLIKETOBB^OTEBWHELHED. [bookXix. 

ISth Aug. 1759. 

Commandant in Dresden, a Missive, which proved more 
fatal than either of the others; and brought, or helped 
to bring, very bitter fruits for him, before long: 

To Lieutenant-General von Schmettau (at Dresden). 

"Reitwein, 14th" (prob»b!y?18th) "August 1759. 

"You will perhaps have heard of tiie Check" (PEchec, 
Kunersdorf to wit !) " I have met with from the Russian Army 
"on the 13th" (12th, if you had the Ahnanac at hand) "of 
"this month. Though at bottom our affairs in regard to the 
"Enemv here are not desperate, I find I shall not now be able 
"to make any detachment for your assistance. Should the 
"Austrians attempt anything against Dresden, therefore, 
"you will see if there are means of maintaining yourself; 
" failing which , it will behove you to try and obtam a favour- 
" able Uapitulation , — to wit , Liberty to withdraw , with the 
"whole Harrison, Moneys, Magazine^, Hospital and all that 
" we haye at Dresden, either to Berlin or elsewhither, so as to 
"join some Corjs of my Troops. 

"As a fit of illness (maladie, alas!) "has come on me , — 
"which I do not think will have dangerous results, — I 
"have for the present left the command of my Troops to 
"Lieutenant-General yon Finck; whose Orders you are to 
" execute as if coming to you directly from myself. On this 
"I pray God to have you in his holy and worthy keep- 
"ing. — F."* 

At Berlin, on this 13th, — with the Five Couriers coming 
in successively (and not in the order of their despatch , but the 
fatal Fifth arriving some time ahead of the Fourth , who still 
spoke of progress and victory) , — there was such a day as 
Sulzer (ach mein lieber Sulzer!) had never seen in the world. 
"^ Above 50,000 human beings on the Palace Esplanade and 
*** streets about;' swaying hither and thither, m agony of 
" expectation, in alternate paroxysm of joy and of terror and 
"woe; often enough the opposite paroxysms simultaneous in 
"the different ^ou{)s, and men crushed, down in despair met 
"by men leapmg mto the air for very gladness:" Sulzer 
(whose sympalhy is of very aesthetic type) * would not, for any 

* Prenss, n. UrXundenbuch, p. 48. 
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' coDsideration , have nuBsed snch a scene.** The ' scene ' is 
much obliged to you, mein Ideberl — 

Practically we find, in Rodenbeck, or straff^ing else- 
where, thismte: '' On the Daj after Kunersdoi^ Queen and 
"Court fly to Magdeburg: this is their second flight. Their 
"first was on Haddick's Visit, October 1757 ; but after Eoss- 
"bach they soon returned, and Berlin and the Court were 
"then extremely gay: different gentlemen, French and 
" others of every Nation, fallen prisoners, made the Queen's 
" soirees the finest in the world for splendour and variety, at 
"that time."** 

One other Note we save, for the sake of poor Major Eleist, 
'Poet of the Spring,* as he was then c^led. A valiant, 
punctual Soldier, and with a turn for Literature as well; who 
wrote really pleasant fine things, new at that time and 
rapturously welcome, though too much in the sentimental 
vein for the times which have followed. Major Kleist, — 
there is a Greneral Kleist, a Colonel Kleist of the Green 
Hussars (called Grilne Eleist, a terrible cutting fellow): — 
this is not Grnine Kleist; this is the Poet of The Spring; whose 




Pommem gentleman, now in his forty-fourth^par), "was of 
"Finck*s Division; had come on, after those Eisht Battalions 
"took the first Russian battery" (that is, Miihlberg); "and 
"had been assisting, with zeal, at the taking of three 
"other batteries, regardless of twelve contusions, which he 
"gradually ffot. At the third battery, he was farther badly 
" hurt on the left arm and the right. Took his Colonel's place 
"nevertheless, whom he now saw fall; led the regiment 
" mutM^ forward on the fourth battery. A case-shot smashed 
"his right leg to pieces; he fell from his horse*' (hour not 
given, shall we say 3 P.M.) ; "sank, exclaiming: ^Kinder, My 
"< children, don't forsake your King!' and fainted there. 
"Was carried to rear and leftward; laid down on some dry 
"spot in the Elsbruch, not far from the Kuhgrund, and a 

* Brief e der Schweitzer Bodmer, Sidzer, Gessner; aus Crleim's Uterdri' 
sehem Nachlasse: hermtsgegeben von Wilhelm Korte (Zurich, 1804), pp. 
316-S19. 

** Rddenbeck, i. 390; &c. &o. 
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''Surgeon brought. The Surgeon, while examining, was 
''torn awaj by case-shot: Kleist lav bleeding without help. 
"A friend of his, Pfau" (who told Kriele), "one of Finck's 
"Generals, came riding that way: Kleist called to him; 
"asked how the Battle went: uncommonly glad to hear we 
" are stiU progressiye. Pfau undertook, and tried his utmost, 
"for a carriage to Kleist; did send one of Finck's own car- 
"ria^s; but affcer such delays that the Prussians were now 
"Tielding: poor KleisVs had become Bussian ground, and 
" the carriage could not get in. 

"Kleist lay helpless; no luck worse than his. In the 
" eyeningj Cossacks came round him; stript him stark naked ; 
"Ihrew nun, face foremost, into the nearest swampy place, 
" and went meir way. One of these deyils had something so 
"absurd and Teniers-like in the face of him, that Kleist, in 
"his pains, could not help laughing at remembrance of it. 
"In the nignt some Bussian Hussars, human and not Cossack, 
"found Kleist in this situation; took him to a dry place ; put 
"a cloak oyer him, kindled a watch-fire for themselves, and 
" gaye him water and bread. Towards morning they hastened 
"away, throwing an 8 groschen stUck** (nine-penny piece, 
shilling, say hal^crown) "on his cloak, — with human fare- 
"well. But Cossacks again came; again stript him naked 
"and bare. Ijowards noon of the JLSth, Kleist contiiyed to 
"attract some Bussian Cavalry troop passing that way, and 
"got speech of the Captain (one Fackelberg, a German^; 
"who at once set about helping him; — and had him actually 
"sent into Frankfurt, in a carriage, that evening. To the 
" House of a Professor Nikolai ; where was plenty of surgery 
"and watchful affection. After near thirty hours of such a 
"lair, his wounds seemed still curable; there was hope for 
" ten days. In the tenth night (22d-23d August), the shivered 
"pieces of bone disunited themselves; cut an artery, — 
"which , after many trials, could not be tied. August 24th, 
" at 2 in the morning, he died. — Great sorrow. August 26th, 
"there was soldiers funeral; poor Kleist*8 coffin borne by 
"twelve Bussian grenadiers; very many Bussian Officers at- 
"tending, who had come from the Camp for that end; one 
"Bussian Staff-Officer of them unbuckling his own sword 
"to lay on the bier, as there was want of one. King Friedrich 
"had Kleist's Portrait hung in the Gamison Earcne. Free- 
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'/mason Lodge, in 1788, set up a monument to Kim,'** -^ 
which still stands on the Frankrart pavement, and is now in 
sadly ruinous state. 

The Prussian loss, in this Battle, was, besides all 
the cannon and field-equipa^s: 6,000 killed, 13,000 
wounded (of which latter, 2,000 badly, who fell to the 
Russians as prisoners); in all, about 19,000 men. Nor 
was the Russian loss much lighter; of Russians and 
Austrians together, near 18,000, as Tempelhof counts: 
"which will not surprise your Miyesty," reports Soltikof 
to his Czarina; "who are aware that the King of Prussia, 
"sells his defeats at a dear rate.^' And privately Solti- 
kof was heard to say, "Let me fight but another such 
"Victory, and I may go to Petersburg with the news 
"of it myself, with the staff in my hand«" The joy at 
Petersburg, striving not to be braggart or immodesty 
was solemn, steady and^ superlative: a great feat indeed 
for Russia, this Victory over such a King, — though 
a kind of grudge, that it was due to Loudon, dwelt, in 
spite of Loudon's politic silence on that point, un- 
pleasantly in the background. The chase they had 
shame^Uy neglected. It is said, certain Russian Of- 
ficers, who had charge of that business, stept into a 
peasants cottage to consult on it; contrived somehow 
to find tolerable liquor there; and sat drinking in? 
stead.** 

r 

* Kriele, pp. 39-4S. 
** Prensi, n. il7. 
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CHAPTER V. 

SAXONT WITHOUT DBPBNCB: SCHMBTTAU SURRENDERS 

DRESDEN. 

Fribdbich'b despair did not last quite four days. 
On the fourth day, — day after leaving Reitwein, — 
there is this little Document, which still exists, of more 
comfortable tenor : " My dear Major-Qeneral von Wunsch, 
" — Your Letter of the 16th to Lieutenant-General von 
**Fin<^ punctually arrived here: and for the ftiture, as 
•*I am now recovered from my illness, you have to 
"address your Reports directly to Myself. — F."* 
Finding that, ezc^t Tottleben, warily reconnoitering 
with a few Cossacks, no Russians showed themselves 
at Reitwein; Ihat the Russians were encamping and 
entrenching on the Wine-BGUs soutili of Frankfurt, not 
meaning anything immediate, — he took heart again; 
ranked his 28,000; sent for General Kleist from Pom- 
mem with his Anti-Swedish handM (leave the Swedes 
alone, as usual in time of crisis); considered that artil- 
leries and furnishings could come to him from Berlin, 
wliich is but 50 miles; that there still lay possibility 
ahead, and that, though only a miracle could save him, 
he would try it to the very last. 

A great relief, this of coming to oneself again! 
"Till death, then; — rage on, ye elements, and black 

* "Madlits ,^ on the road to Fflrstenwalde, "17th Angiut:" in Preass, 
Friedrich der Groaae ; eine historische Portrait-Skizze (kind of Lecture, so 
let U8 call it, if again citing it; Lecture delivered, on Friedr1ch*8 Birthday, 
to Majesty and Staff-Officers as Audience, Berlin, 24th January 1855), p. 18. 
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savageries!" Priedrich*s humour is not despondent, now 
or afterwards; though, at this time, it is very sad, very 
angry, and, as it were, scorning even to hope: but h& 
is, at all times, of beauti^Uy practical turn; and has, 
in his very despair, a sobriety of eyesight, and a fi:£6d 
steadiness of holding to his purpose, which are of rare 
quality. His utterances to D^^Argens, about this time 
and onward, — brief hints, spontaneous, almost un* 
conscious, — give curious testimony of his glooms and 
moody humours. Of which the reader shall see some- 
thing. For the present| he is in deep indignation wilii 
his poor Troops, among other miseries. ''Actual running 
away!" he will have it to be; and takes no account of 
thirst, hunger, heat, utter weariness and physical ini- 
possibility! This lasts for some weeks. But in general 
there is nothing of this injustice to those about him. 
In general, nothing even of gloom is manifested; on 
the contraiy, cheerfulness, brisk hope, a strangely con* 
tinual succession of hopes (mostly illusory) ; — though, 
within, there is traceable very great sorrow, weariness 
and misery. A fixed darkness, as of Erebus, is grown 
habitual to him; but is strictly shut up, little of it 
shown to others, or even, in a sense, to himself. He is 
as a traveller overtaken by the Night and its tempests 
and rain-deluges, but revising to pause; who is wetted 
to the bone, and does not care farther for rain. A 
traveller grown familiar with the howling solitudes; 
aware that the Storm-winds do not pity, that Darkness 
is the dead Earth^s Shadow: — a most lone soul of a 
man; but continually toiling forward, as if the brightest 
goal and haven were near and in view. 

Once more the world was certain of Friedrich's 
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rain; — Eriedrich himself we have seen certain of it, 
for some few desperate hours: — bat the world and 
he, as had been repeatedly the world^s case, were both 
disappointed. Intrinsictdly there conld be little doubt 
but Friedrich^s enemies might now have rained him, 
had they been diligent about it. Now again, and now 
more than ever, they have the winning-post in sight 
At small distance is the goal and purpose of all these 
four-years battlings and marchings, and ten-years sub- 
terranean plottings and intriguings. He himself saya 
deliberately, *^They had only tp give him the finishing 
** stroke (coup^de-grdcey^* But they never gave him 
that stroke; could not do it, though heartily desiroua 
Whioli was, and is, matter of surprise to an observant 
public 

The cause of failure may be considered to have 
been, in good part, Daun and his cunctations. Daon^s 
leal was unquestionable; ardent and continual is Daun's 
desire to succeed: but to try it at his own risk was 
beyond his power. He expected always to sacceed by 
help of othws: and to show them an example, and go 
vigorously to work himself, was what he never eould 
resolve on. Could play only Fabius Cunctator, it would 
iioem; and never was that part less wanted than now! 
Under such a Chief Figure, the '^incoherency of action,^* 
instead of diminishing, as Friedrich had feared, rose 
daily to wants its maximum; and latted^ became extreme. 
The old Leruean Hydra had many heads; but they 
belonited all to one body. The many heads of this 
Anti-Friedrich Hydia had withal each its own body, 
and separate set of notions and advantages. FiiedriGh 
was at least a unity; his whole strength going one way, 

• asbv««»4kfv«iMr,T.ia. 
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and at all moments, under his own sole coiamand. The 
value of this circumstance is incalculable; this is the 
saving-clause of Pitt and his England (Pitt also a des- 
potic sovereign, though a temporary one); this, second 
only to Friedrich^s great gifts from Nature, and the 
noble use he makes of them, is above all others the 
circumstance that saved him in such a duel with the 
Hydras. 

On the back of Kunersdorf , accordingly, there wsA 
not only no finishing stroke upon Friedrich, but, for 
two months, no stroke or serious attempt whatever in 
those neighbourhoods where Friedrich is. There are 
four Annies hereabouts: The Grand Eussian, hanging 
by Frankfurt; Friedrich at Furstenwalde (whitherward 
he inarched from Eeitwein, August 16th), at Ftirsten- 
walde, or farther south, guarding JBe^lin; — then, un- 
hurt yet by battle of any kind, there are the Grand 
Daunish or Mark-Lissa Army, and Prince Henri's of 
SchmSttseifen. Of which latter Two the hitchings and 
manceuverings from time to time become vivid, and 
never altogether cease; but in no case come to anything. 
Above two -months scientific flourishing of weapons, 
strategic counter-dancing; but no stroke struck, or result 
achieved, except on Daunts part irreparable waste of 
time: — all readers would feel it inhuman to be burdened 
with any notice of such things. One march of Prince 
Henri's, which was of a famous and decisive character, 
we will attend to, when it comes, that is, were. the end 
of September at hand; the rest must be imagined as a 
general strategic dance in those frontiei: parts,' — Silesia 
to rearward on one side, the Lausitz and FrankAirt on 
the other, — and must go on, silently for most part^ 
in the background of the reader's fancy* Indeed, Saxony 
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IB tiie fleae of acdmi; Friedridi, Henri, Soltikol^ Dsan, 
compMntiretj inacdvo, for the next six weeks and 



Smne days befoio KnnendOTf , Dann penMmalljr, with 
I win foiget how many thousands, had made a move to 
Borthward from Mai^-LisBa, 60 miles or so, thioogh 
Sagan Coimtiy; and lies about Priebns, waiting there 
ever since. Priebus is some 40 miles north of Gtdrlits, 
hboot 60 west of Glc^an, south of Frankfort 80. This 
is where the Master-Smith, having varions irons in the 
fire, may be handiest fat datching them out, and forging 
at them, as they become soccessivdy hot. Dann, as 
Mastar-Smith, has at least three objects in view. Hie 
/ir9t is, as always, Beconqnest of Silesia: this is ob- 
strocted by Prince Henri, who sits, watcfafol on the 
threshold, at Schmottseifen yonder. The secoRd is, as 
last year. Capture of Dresden: which is much the more 
foasiUe at present, — there being, except the Ghtfrisons, 
BO Prussian force whatever in Saxony; and a Reidis 
Anny now actually there at last, after its Icmg haggling 
about its Magazines; and above all, a Friedrich with 
his hands fall elsewhere. To keep Friedrich^s hands 
foil, — in odier words, to ke^ the Roasians stiddng 
to him, — that is the third object: or indeed we may 
call it the first, second and third; for Daxm is well 
aware that unless Soltikof can manage to ke^ Fried- 
rich busy, Silesia, Saxony and all dse becomes im- 
possible. 

Ever since the fortunate junction of Londoii with 
Soltikof, Daun has sat, and still sits, expectant; eLabor^ 
atety cakalative, gathering MagazineB in different parts, 
planting out-parties, this way, that way, with an eye to 
tiiese three objects, all or eadi, — espedalfy to the 
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third object, which he discerns to be all and each. 
Daun was elaborately calculative with these views: but 
to try any military action, upon Prince Henri for example, 
or bestir himself otherwise than in driving provender 
forward, and marching detachments hither and thither 
to the potentially fit and fittest posts, was not in Daun's 
way, — so much the worse for Daun, in his present 
course of enterprise. 

Prince Henri had lain quiet at Schm5ttseifen, waiting 
his Brother^s adventure; did not hear the least tidings 
of him till six days after Kunersdorf, and then only by 
rumour; hideous, and though still dubious, too much of 
it probable ! On the very day of Kunersdorf, Henri had 
begun effecting some improvements on his right flank, 
— always a sharply strategic, most expert creature, — 
and made a great many motions, which would be un- 
intelligible here.* Henri feels now that upon him lies 
a world of duties; and foremost of all, the instant duty 
of endeavouring to open communication with his Brother. 
Many marches, in consequence; much intricate marching 
and manoeuvering between Daun and him : of which, 
when we come to Henri's great March (of 25th Sep- 
tember), there may be again some hint. 

For the present, let readers take their Map, and 
endeavour to fix the following dates and localities in 
their mind. Here, in summary, are the King's various 
Marches, and IVo successive Encampments, two only, 
during those Six Weeks of forced inaction, while he is 
obliged to stand watching the Russians, and to witness 
so many complicacies and disasters in the distance; 
which he struggles much and fruitlessly to hinder or help: 

* Detailed, every fibre of them (as is the soul-coziltuing enatom thf^A) 
in Tempelhof, m. 928 «t teq. . '^ 

Carlyle, Frederick the Great. XL 1^ 
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^^ Encampment First (Fiirstenwalde , August 18th -30th). 
"Friedrich left Keitwein, August 16th; 17th, he is at Madlitz" 
(Note to Wunsch written there, which we read); "18th, to 
"Fiirstenwalde, and encamp. Fiirstenwalde is on the Spree, 
"straight between Frankfiurt and Berlin; 25 miles from the 
"former, 35 from the latter. Here for near a fortnight. At 
"€[rst, much in alarm about the Russians and Berlin; but 
"gradually ascei*taining that the Russians intend nothing. 

"In effect, all this while Soltikof lay at Lossow, 10 miles 
"south of Frankfurt, with his right on Oder; totally motion- 
"less, inactive^ except listening, often rather gloomily, to 
'^Daun's and Montalembert's suasive eloquences and advices, 
" — and once, August 22d, in the little Town of Guben, 
"holding Conference with Daun" (of which by and by.) 
"In consequence of which, August 2Sth, Soltikof and his 
"Russians and Austrians got under way again; southward, 
"but only a few marches: first to Miillrose, then to Liebe- 
"rose: — whom, the instant he heard of their movements, 
"Friedrich, August 30th, hastened to follow; but had not to 
" follow very far. Whereupon ensues 

^^Encampmfnt Second (Waldau, till September I5th. 
^^ August 30th J Friedrich, we say, rose from Fiirstenwalde; 
" hastened to follow this Russian movement , and keep within 
"wind of it: up the valley of the Spree; first to Miillrose 
"neighbourhood" (where the Russians, loitering some time, 
"spoiled the canal locks of the Friedrich-Wilheun Canal, if 
nothing more), — "thence to Lieberose neighbourhood; 
"Waldau, the King's new place of encampment, — Waldau, 
"with Spree Forest to rear of it: silent both parties till Sep- 
"tember 15th, when Soltikof did fairly march, not towards 
"Berlin, but quite in the opposite direction." 

By the middle of September, when the Bussians 
did get on foot, and moved eastward; especially on and 
after September 25th, when Henri made his famous 
March westward; then it will behove us to return to 
Friedrich and these localities. For the present, we 
must turn to Saxony, where, and not here, the scene 
of action is. Take, farther, only the following bits of 



CHAP, v.] SAXONY WITHOUT DEFENCE. 196 

16th Aug. — 15th Sept. 1759. 

Note, which will now be readable. First, these JJtter- 
ances to D'Argens ; direct glimpses into the heavy-laden, 
indeed hag-ridden and nearly desperate inner man of 
Friedrich, during the first three weeks after his defeat 
at Kunersdorf : 

The King to Marquis UArgens (at Berlin) : Six Notes. 

10. ^^Madlitz" (road from Keitwein to Fiirstenwalde), 
^^ISth August 1759. We have been unfortunate, my dear 
" Marquis ; but not by my fault. The victory was ours , and 
"would even have been a complete one, when our infantry 
" lost patience, and at the wrong moment abandoned the field 
"of battle. The enemy today is on march to Miillrose, to 
"unite with Haddick" (not to Miillrose for ten davs yet; 
Haddick had already got united with them). " The Kussian 
"infantry is almost totally destroyed. Of my own wrecks, 
" all that I have been able to assemble amounts to 32,000 
"men; with these I am pushing on to throw myself across 
"the enemy's road, and either perish or save the Capital. 
" That is not what you" (youBerlmers) "will call a deficiency 
"of resolution. 

" For the event I cannot answer. If I had more lives than 
"one. I would sacrifice them all to my Country. But if this 
"stroke fail, I. think I am clear-scores with her, and that it 
"will be permissible to look a little to myself. There are 
"limits to everything. I support my misfortune; courage 
"not abated by it: but I am well resolved, after this stroke 
"if it fail, to open an outgate for myself" (that small glass- 
tube whicn never quits me), "and no longer be the sport of 
"any chance." 

2<>. Farstenwalde, 20th August. ** "Remain at Berlin, or 
"retire to Potsdam; in a little while there will come some 
"catastrophe; it is not fit that you suffer by it. If things 
/'take a good turn, you can be back to Berlm" (from Pots- 
"dam) "in four hours. If ill-luck still pursue us, go to 
"Hanover or to Zelle, where you can provide for your 
" sidfety. 

"I protest to you that, in this late Action, I did what 
"was humajily possible to conquer; but my people" — Ob- 
your Majesty! 

1^* 
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3<>. FUrstenwalde, 2l8t August, * * "The enemy is in- 
" trenching himself near Frankfurt; a sign he intends no 
" attempt. If you will do me the pleasurQ^to come out hither, 
"you can in all safety. Bring your bed with you: bring my 
"Cook Noel; and I will have you a little cnamber ready. 
" You will be my consolation and my hope." — 

This day, — let readers mark the circumstance, — 
Friedrich, m better spirits, detaches Wunsch with some poor 
6,000, to try if he can oe of help in Saxony: where the Reichs 
Army, now arrived in force, and with nothing whatever in the 
field against them, is taking all the Northward Grarrison- 
Towns, and otherwise proceeding at a high rate. Too pos- 
sibly with an eye towards Dresden itself ! Wunsch sets out, 
August 2lBt.* And we shall hear of him in those Saxon 
Countries before long. 

40. FursienwcUdej 22d August. "Yesterday I wrote to you 
^to come; but today I forbid it. Daun is at Kotbus: he is 
'marching on LUben and Berlin" (nothing like so rash !). — 
*Fly these unhappy Countries! — This news obliges me 
'again to attack the Russians between here and Frankfurt. 
' You may imagine if this is a desperate resolution. It is the 
'sole hope that remains to me, of not being cut off from 
'Berlin on the one side or the other. I will give the dis- 
'couraged troops some brandy" — alas! — "but I promise 
'myself nothing of success. My one consolation is that I 
'shall die sword in hand." 

5^. Same place and day (after a Letter from D*Argens). 
'You make the panegyric, mon cher, of an Army that does 
'not deserve any. The soldiers had good limbs to run with, 
'none to attack the enemy." (Alas, your Majesty; after 
'fifteen hours of such marching and fighting!) 

"For certain I will fight; butdon^ flatter yourself about 
'the event. A happy chance alone can help us. Go, in 
•'Grod*s name, to Tangermiinde" (since the Royal Family 
went, D'Argens and many Berliners are thinking of flight), 
'to Tangermiinde, where you will be well; and wait mere 
'how Destiny shall have disposed of us. I will go to 
'reconnoitre the enemy tomorrow. Next day, if there is 
' anything to do , we will try it. But if tiie enemy still holds 

* Tempelhof, m. 211. 



CHAP, v.] SAXONY WITHOUT DEFENCE. 197 

16th Aug.— 15th Sept. 1759. 

" to the Wine-Hills of Frankfurt , I shall never dare to attack 
"him. 

"No, the torment of Tantalus, the pains of Prometheus, 
"the doom of Sis3rphus, were nothing like what I suffer for 
"the last ten days " Tfrom Kunersdorf till now, when destruc- 
tion has to be waraed off again , and the force wanting). 
"Death is sweet in comparison to such a life. Have com- 
" passion on me and it j and believe that I still keep to myself 
" a great many evil thmgs, not wishing to afflict or disquiet 
"anybody with them; and that I would not counsel you to 
"fly these unlucky Countries, if I had any ray of hope. 
"Adieu, mon cher." 

Four days after, August 23ih, from this same Fiirsten- 
walde, the Russians still continuing stagnanjb, Friedrich de- 
spatches, toSchmettau, Commandant of Dresden (by some 
dndustrious hand, for the roads are all blocked), a Second 
Letter, "That Dresden is of the highest moment; tiiat in 
"case of Siege there, relief" (Wunsch, namely, and perhaps 
more that may follow) "w on the road; and that Schmettau 
"must defend himself to the utmost." Let us hope tills 
Second Missive may counteract the too despondent First, 
which we read above , should that have produced discourage- 
ment in Schmettau!* — D'Argens does run to Wolfenbiittel; 
stays there till September 9th. Nothing more from Friedrich 
till 4th September, when matters are well cooled again. 

&*. Waldauy 4ih September. "I think Berlin is now in 
" safety; you may return thither. The Barbarians" (Russians) 
"are m the Lausitz; I keep by the side of them, between 
"them and Berlin, so that there is nothing to fearvfor the 
"Capital. The imminency of danger is past; but there will 
"stin be many bad moments toget through, before reaching 
"the end of the Campaign. These, however, only regard 
"myself; never mind these. My martyrdom will last. two 
"montiiB yet; then the snows and the ices will end it."** 

Thus at Fiirstenwalde, then at Waldau, keeping 
guard, forlorn but resolute, against the intrusive Russian* 
Austrian deluges, Friedrich stands painfully vigilant 

* Second Letter is given in Schmet tail's Leben, pp. 4S&, 7. 
** lEwres de Frederic, xix. 78, 82, 83, 85, 86. 
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and expectant, — still for about a fortnight more. With 
bad news coming to him latterly, as we shall hear. He 
is in those old moorland Wust^hausen Countries, once 
so well known under far other circumstances. Thirty 
years ago, in fine afternoons, we used to gallop with 
poor Duhan de Jandun, after school-tasks done, to- 
wards Mittenwalde, Fiirstenwalde and' the furzy en- 
virons, far and wide; at home, our Sister and Mother 
waiting with many troubles and many loves, and Papa 
sleeping. Pan-like, under the shadow of his big tree: 
— Thirty years ago, ah me, gone like a dream is all 
that; and there is solitude and desolation and the Rus- 
sian-Austrian death-deluges instead! These, I suppose, 
were Friedrich's occasional remembrances; silent al- 
ways, in this locality and time. The Sorrows of Wetter^ 
of the Giaour^ of the Dyspeptic Tailor in multifarious 
forms, are recorded in a copious heart-rending manner, 
and have had their meed of weeping from a sympathetic 
Public: but ther6 are still a good few Sorrows which 
lie wrapt in silence, and have never applied there for 
an idle tear I — Let us look now into Daun's side of 
things. 

Daun, after Negotiation, has an Interview toith Soltikof {aA 
Guben, August 22d). — "Daun, who had moved to Priebus, 
" with, a view to be nearer Soltikof, had scarcely got his tent 
''pitched there (August 13th), when a breathless horseman 
*^ rode in , with a Note &om Loudon , dated the night before : 
'^ ^King of Prussia beaten , to the very bone , beyond mistake 
"*this time . — utterly ruined, if one may judge ! ' What a 
'* vision of the Promised Land ! Delighted Daun moves for- 
** ward, one march, toTriebel on the morrow; to be one march 
''nearer the scene of glory, and endeavour to forge this 
'' bigsest of the hot irons to advantage. 

**At Triebel Soltikof s own account, elucidated by oral 
''messengers, eye-witnesses, and, in snort, complete con- 
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*' spectus of tiiis ever-memorable Victory, await the delighted 
^'Daun. Who despatches messengers, one and another;- 
''Lacy, the first, not succeeding quite: To con^atulate with 
'' enthusiasm the most illustrious of Generals; wko has beaten 
''King Friedrich as none else ever did or could; beaten to 
"the ed^e of extinction; — especially to urge him upon 
"trampling out this nearly extinct King, before he gleam 
"up again. Soltikof understands the congratulations very 
"well; but as to that of trampling out, snorts an indignant 
"negative: 'Nay, you, why don t you try it? Surely it is 
"'more your business than my Imperial Mistress's or mine. 
" ' We have wrenched two victories from him tihis season. Kay 
" ' and Kunersdorf have killed near the half of us : ^o you in, 
'"and wrench something!* This is Soltikof s logic; which 
"no messenger of Daun*s, Lacy or another, aid^ by never 
" such melodies and suasions fromMontalembert and Loudon, 
"who are permanently diligent that way, can shake. 

' ' And truly it is irrefragable. How can Daun , if himself 
"merely s|)eculative, calcmative, hope that Soltikof will con- 
"tinue actinjg? Men who have come to help you in a heavy 
"job of work, need example. If you wish me to weep, be 
"grieved yourself first or alj. Soltikof angrily wipes his 
"countenance at this point, and insists on a few tears from 
"Daun. Without metaphor, Soltikof has shot away all his 
"present ammunition, his staff of bread is quite precarious 
"m these parts; and Soltikof thinks always, 'Is it my bud- 
" ' ness, then, or is it yours? ' " 

" Soltikof has entrenched himself on the Wine-Hills at 
"Lossow, comfortably out of Friedrich*s way, and contiguous 
"to Oder and the provision-routes j sits there , angrily deaf to 
"the voice of the charmer; nothmg to be charmed out of 
" him, but gusts of indignation , instead of consent. A proud, 
"high-going, indignant kind of man , with a will of his'own. 
" And sees well enough what is what, in all this symphony of 
"the Lacys, tihe Montalemberts, and surroundinjg adorers. 
" Montalembert, who is here this season , our French best man 
"j(unprofitable Swedes must put up with an inferior hand), is 
"extremely persuasive, tries all the arts of French rhetoric, 
"but effects nothing. ' To let the Austrians come in for the 
" finishing stroke, — Excellence , it will be to let them gain, in 
"History, a glory which is of your earning. Daun and 
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^'Austria, not Soltikof and Russia, will be said to have extin- 
'^goished this pestilent King; whom History will have to 
**remember!'* *With all my heart/ answers Soltikof; *I 
*<make the Austrians and History perfectly welcome! 
^'Monsieur, my ammunition is in Posen; my bread is fallen 
'* scarce ; in Frankfurt can you find me one horse more V ' In- 
**dienant Soltikof is not to be taken by chaff; growls now 
"and then, if you stir him to the bottom: 'Why should we, 
"who are volunteer assistants, take all the burden of the 
"work? I will fall back to Posen, and home to Poland and 
"East Preussen, if this last much longer." 

"Austria has a good deal disgusted these Soltikof s and 
"Russian Chief Officers; — who are not so stupid as Austria 
"supposes. Austria's steady wish is, 'Let tnem do their 
"function of cat's-paw for us : we are here to eat the chestnuts ; 
"not, if we can help it, to bum our own poor fingers for 
"them!' After every Campaign hitherto, Austria has been 
" in use to raise eager accusations at Petersburg ; and get the 
" Apraxins, Fermors into trouble: this is not the way to con- 
" ciliate Russian General Officers. Austria , taught probablv 
"by Daun, now tries the otiier tack: heaps Soltikof with 
" eulogies, flatteries, magnificent presents. All which Soltikof 
" accepts , but with a fim sense of what they mean. An im- 
" manageable Soltikof; his answer always; — 'Your turn 
" now to fiffht a victory I I will go my ways to Posen again, if 
"you donr.' And, in these current w^eks, in Soltikof s 
'^ audience-room, if anybody were curious about it . we could 
"present a very lively solicitation going on, witn answers 
"very gruff and negatory. No suasion of Montalembert, 
"Lacy, and Daun Embassies, backed by diamond-hilted 
"swords, and splendour of gifts from Vienna itself, able to 
"prevail on the barbarous people. 

"Daun at length resolves to go in person; solicits an In- 
"terview with the distinguished Russian Conqueror; gets it, 
" meets Soltikof at Guben, half-way house between firankfiirt 
"and Triebel; select suite attending both Excellencies 
"(August 22d) ; and exerts whatever rhetoric is in him on the 

* Choiseal's Letter (not Due de Ohoiseul i but Comte, now Minister at 
Vienna) to Montalembert, "Vienna, 16th August;" and Montalembert^s 
AnswOT, "Lieberhansen" (mexaa Liberose) i "81st August 1759:'' in Mont- 
alembert, CorreapondancB, n. 68-65. 
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''barbarous man. The barbarous man is stiff as brass; but 
''Daun comes into all his conditions: 'Saxony, Silesia, — 
"Ezcellenz, we have them both within clutch; such our ex- 
" quisite angling and manoeuvering, in concert with your im- 
" mortal victory, which truly ffives the life-breath to every- 
" thing. Oh, suner us to clutch them: keep that Kins; awaj 
"from us; and see if they are not ours, Saxony first, Silesia 
"next! Provisions of meal? I will myself undertake to 
"furnish bread for you' (though I have to cart it from 
Bohemia all the way, and am myself terriblv off: but fixed to 
do the im|)ossible); "ration of bread shall fail no Russian 
"man, while you escort us as protective friend. Towards 
" Saxony first, where the Reichs Army is , and not a Prussian 
"in the field; the very Garrisons mostly gone by this tune. 
"Dresden is to be besieged, within a week; Dresden itself is 
"ours, if only you please! Come into the Lausitz with us, 
"Magazines are there, loaves in abundance: Saxonv done, 
"Dresden ours, cannot we turn to Silesia together; besief 
"Glogau together (I am myself a^out trymg Neisse, i. 
"Harsch again); capture G-logau as well as Neisse; an! 
"crown the successfullest campaign that ever was? Oh, Ex- 
"cellenz— !'"-- 

In a word, Excellenz, strictly fixing that condition 
of the loaves, consents. Will get ready to leave those 
Frankfurt Wine-Hills in about a week. "But the 
loaves, you recollect: no Bread; no Russian I ^^ Daun 
returns to Triebel a victorious man, — though with an 
onerous condition incumbent Tempelhof, minutely 
computing, finds that to cart from Bohemia such a 
cipher of human rations daily into these parts, lyill sur- 
pass all die vehiculatory power of Daun.* 

* Tempelhof, m. 225. 
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The ^^Beichs Army" so-called has entered Saxony^ under 
fme Omens; does some Feats of Sieging {AM.^%il\hr2^S) 
— with an Eye on Dresden as the crowning one. 
The Eeichs Army, though, it had been so tumbled 
about, in Spring, with such havoc on its magazines 
and preparations, could not wait to refit itself, except 
superficially; and showed face over the Mountains al- 
most earlier than usual. The chance was so unique: a 
Saxony left to its mere Garrisons, — as it continued 
to be, for near two months this Year. On such golden 
opportunity the Reichs Ariny, — first, in light mis- 
chievous precursor parties, who roamed as far as Halle 
or even as Halberstadt; then the Army itself, well or 
ill appointed, under Generalissimo the Prince von Zwei- 
briick, — did come on, winding through Thiiringen 
towards the North-western Towns; various Austrian 
Auxiliary-Corps making appearance on the Dresden 
side. Eight Austrian regiments, as a permanency, are 
in the Reichs Army itself. Commander, or part Com- 
mander, of the eight is (what alone I find note- worthy 
in them) "Herr General Thomas von Blonquet:" Irish 
by nation, says a footnote;* — sure enough some ad- 
venturous "Thomas Hunkety^ visible this once, soldier- 
ing, in tho.se circumstances; never heard of by a sym- 
pathetic reader before or after. It was while the K^ng was 
hunting the Haddick-Loudon people in Sagan Country 
in such vehement fashion, that Zweibriick came trum- 
peting into Saxony, — King, Prince Henri, and evetry 
body, well occupied otherwise, far away! 

• The Reichs Army has a camp at Naumburg (Ross- 
bach neighbourhood): and has light troops out in Halle 
neighbourhood; which have seized Halle; are very 

* Scyfarth, u. 831 n. 
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severe upon Halle, and other places thereabouts, till 
chased away. August 7th, the Beichs Army begirt 
Leipzig; summoned the weak garrison there. It is a 
Town capable of ruin, but not of defence: "Free-with- 
drawal," proposes the Reichs Army, — and upon these 
terms gets hold of Leipzig, for the time being. Leipzig, 
Torgau, Wittenberg; in a fort-night or less, all the 
Prussian posts in those parts fall to the Eeichs Army, 
Its marchings and siegings, among those North-western 
places, not one of them capable of standing above a 
few days' siege, are worth no mention, except to Parish 
History: enough that, by little after the middle of Au- 
gust, Zweibruck had got all these places, "Free-with- 
drawal" the terms for all; and that, except it be the 
following feature in their Siege of Torgau, feature 
mainly Biographic, and belonging to a certain Colonel 
Wolfersdorf concerned, there is not one of those Sieges 
now worth a moment's attention from almost any mortal. 
This is the Torgau feature, — feature of human nature, 
soldiering under difficulties: 

Colonel von Wolfersdorf heautifrdly defends himself in 
Torgau (August 9th-14th). Two days drter Leipzig was had, 
there appeaxed at Torgau a Body of Pandours, 2,000 and 
more; who attempted some kind of scalade on Torgau and 
its small Garrison (of 700 or so) , — where are a Magazine, a 
Hospital and oth^r properties : not capable , by any garrison, 
of standing regular siege; but important to defend till }rou 
have proper terms offered. The multitddinous Pandours, if I 
remember, made a rush into the Suburbs, in their usual 
vociferous way ; but were met by the 700 silent Prussians , — 
silent except through their fire-arms and fieldpieces, — in so 
eloquent a style as soon convinced the Pandour mind, and 
sent it travellmg^a^ain. And in the evening of the same day 
(August 9th), TJoIonel Wolfersdorf arrives, as new Com- 
mandant, and with reinforcements, small though considerable 
in the circumstances. 
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Wolfersdorf , one dimly gathers, had marched from Wit- 
tenberg on this errand ; the whole force in Tor^au is now of 
about 3,000, still with only field-cannon, but with a Captain 
over them; — who, as is evident, sets himself in a very earnest 
manner to do his utmost in defence of the place. Next morn- 
ing Reichs General Kleefeld ("Cloverfieid^'), with 6 or 8,000 
Pandour and Beguli^ summons Wolfersdorf: '' Surrender 
instantiy: or — I " We will expect you ! " answers Wolfers- 
dorf. Wnereupon, same mormng (August 10th), general 
storm J storm No. 1 : beautifully handled by Wolfersdorf; who 
takes it in rear (to its astonishment) , as well as in front; and 
sends it o£P in haste. On the morrow, Saturday, a second 
followed; and on Sunday a third; both likewise oeautifully 
handled. This third storm, readers see, was '^ Sunday, 
August 12th : " a very busy stormfiil day at Torgau here , — 
and also, for some others of us, during the heats of Kuners- 
dorf, over the horizon far away! Wolfersdorf tumbles back 
all storms; furthermore makes mischievous sallies: a de- 
structive, skilled person^ altogether prompt, fertile in ex- 
pedients; and evidently is not to be managed by Kleefeld. 
So that Prince von Stolberg, Second to supreme Zweibriick 
himself, has to take it in hand. And, 

Monday I3ih, at break of day, Stolberg arrives with a train 
of battering guns, and 6,000 new people; summons Wolfers- 
dorf: ^' No/* as before. Storms him, a fourth time; likewise 
'*No," as before: attacks, thereupon, his Elbe Bridge, and 
his Redoubt across the River; finds a Wolfersdorf party rush 
destructively into his rear there. And has to withdraw, and 
try battering from behind the Elbe Dam. Continues this, 
violently for about two hours; till again Wolfersdorf , whose 
poor fieldpieces, the only artillery he has, ^' cannot reach so 
far witii leaden balls'' (the iron baUs are done, and the 
powder itself is almost done), manages, by a flank attack, to 
quench this also. Which produces entire silence, and con- 
siderable private reflexion, on the part of indicant Stolberg. 
Stolberg offers him the favourablest terms devisable : ^' With- 
draw freely , with all your honours , all your properties ; only 
withdraw! " Which Wolfersdorf, his powder and ball being 
in such a state of ebb , and no relief possible , agrees to ; with 
stipulations very strict as to every particular. * 

* In Anonymotis of Hamburg (m. 850) the Oapitalation , "Aagast Uth," 
given in extcnso. 
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Colonel von Wolfersdorf withdraws ^ also beautifully (August 
15th). Accordingly, Wednesday August 15th, at eight in the 
morning, Wolfersdorf by the Elbe Gate moyes out; across 
ElbeBnd^e, and the Redoubt which is on the farther shore 
yonder. Near this Redoubt, Stolberg and man3r of his 
General Officers are waiting to see him go. He goes in state ; 
flags flying* music playing. Battalion Hessen-Cassel, fol- 
lowed by all our Packages, Hospital conyalescents. King's 
Artillery, and whatever is theKmg's or ours, marcnes first. 
Next comes , as rearward to all this. Battalion Grollmann ; — 
along with which is Wolfersdorf himself, knowing Grollmann 
for a ticklish article (Saxons mainly) ; followed on the heel by 
Battalion Hofmann, and lastly by Battalion Salmuth, trusty 
Prussians both of these. 

Battalion Hessen-Cassel and the Baggages are through 
the Redoubt, Prince of Stolberg handsomely saluting as 
saluted. But now, on Battalion Grollmann*8 coming up, 
Stolberg's Adjutant cries out with a loud voice of proclEuna- 
tion, many Omcers repeating and enforcing: '^Whoever is a 
brave Saxon, whoever is true to his Kaiser, or was of the 
"Reichs Army, let him step out: DurcUaucnt will give him 
"protection!^ At sound of which Grollmann quivers as if 
s^ck bj electricity; and instantly begins dissolving { — dis- 
solves , m e£Pect , nearly all , and is in the act of vanishing like 
a dream ! Wolfersdorf is a prompt man ; and needs to be so. 
Wolfersdorf, in Olympian rage, mstantiy stops short; draws 
pistol: "I will shoot dead every man that quits rank!" 
vociferates he; and does, with his pistol, make instant ex- 
ample of one; inviting every true Prussian to do the like: 
" Ja^ers , Hussars , a ducat for every traitor jou shoot down ! " 
contmues Wolfersdorf (and punctually paid it afterwards) : 
imable to prevent an almost total dissolution of Grollmann. 
For some minutes, there is a scene indescribable: storm of 
vociferation, menace, musket-shot, pistol-shot; Grollmann 
disappNearin^ on every side, — "behind tiie Redoubt, under 
the 6ridge , into £lbe Boats, under the cloi^s of the C^ats;" 
— in spite of Wolfersdorf s Olympian rages and efforts. 

At sijght of the shooting. Prince Stolberg, a hot man, had 
said indignantly, "Herr, tnat will be dangerous for you (das 
wird nicht gut g^) /'* Wolfersdorf not regarding him a whit ; 
regarding only Grollmann, and his own hot business of 
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coercing it at a ducat per head. GrroUmann^one , and Bat- 
talion Hofmann in due sequence come up, Wolfersdorf, — 
who has sent an Adjutant, with order, "Hessen-Cassel, hcUt^^ 

— gives Battalion Hofmann these three words' of command: 
"Whole Battalion, halt! — Front! — Make ready!" (with 
due simultaneous click of every firelock, on utterance oi that 
last) ; — and turning to Prince Stolberg, with a brow , with a 
tone of voice : "Durchlaucht , Article 9 of the Capitulation is 
express on this point; ^All desertion strictly prohibited; no 
" deserter to be received either on the Imperial or on the Prussian 
^^side* /" (Durchlaucht silently gives , we suppose, some faint 
sniff.) " Since your Durchlaucht does not keep the Capitula- 
"tion, neither will I regard it farther. I will now take you 
"and your Suite prisoners, return into the Town, and again 
"begin defending myself. Be so good as ride directly into 
"that Redoubt, or I will present, and give fire ! " 

A dangerous moment for the Durchlaucht of Stolberg; 
Battalion Salmuth actually taking possession of the .wall 
again; Hofinann here with its poised firelock on the cock, 
*' ready " for that fourth word, as above indicated. A General 
Lusinsky of Stolberg's train, master of those Croats , and an 
Austrian of figure, remarks very seriously: "Every point of 
the Capitulation must be kept! Upon which Durcnlaucht 
has to renounce and repent: eagerly assists in recovering 
Ghrollmann, restores it (little tne worse , little the fewer); wifl 

five Wolfersdorf ^^ command of the Austrian Escort you are to 
ave," and every satisfaction and assurance; — wishful only 
to get rid of Wolfersdorf. Who thereupon marches to Witten- 
berg, with colours flying again, and a naihe mentionable ever 
since.* 

This Wolfersdorf was himself a Pima Saxon; serv- 
ing Polish Majesty, as Major, in that Pima time; per- 
haps no admirer of "Feldmarschall Briihl" and Company? 

— at any rate, he took Prussian service, as then oflFered 
him; and this is his style of keeping it. A decidedly 
clever soldier, and comes out, henceforth, more and 

* Tempelhof, m. 201-204; SeyilEurth, n. 568ii., and fieir%en, n. 587; 
UUiloir-LeaBikw, vr, 28S. 
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more as such, — unhappily not for long. Was taken 
at Maxen, he too, as wUl be seenJ Rose, in after times, 
to be Lieutenant- Greneral, and a man famous in the 
Prassian miUtaiy circles; but given always, they say, 
to take the straight line (or shortest distance between 
self and object), in regard to military matters, to re- 
cruiting and the like, and thus getting himself into 
trouble with the Civil Officials. 

Wolfersdorf, at Wittenberg or farther on, had a 
flattering word from the King; applauding his effective 
procedures at Torgau-, and ordering him, should Witten- 
berg fall (as it did, August 23d), to join Wunsch, who 
is coming with a small Party to try and help in those 
destitute localities. Wunsch, the King had detached 
(21st August), as we heard akeady. Finck the King 
finds, farther, that he can detach (from Waldau Country, 
September 7th);* Russians being so languid, and Saxony 
fallen into such a perilous predicament. 

"Few days after Kunersdorf ," says a Note, which should 
be inserted here , *4here had fallen out a small Naval matter, 
"which will be consolatory to Friedrich, and go to the other 
"side of the account, when he hears of it: Kun^rsdorf was 
'* Sunday, Aug^ust 12th; this was Saturday and Sunday fol- 
" lowing. Besides their Grand Brest Fleet j With new flat 
"bottoms, and world-famous land-preparations going on at 
"Yannes, for Invasion of proud Albion ,|; all which are at 
"present under Hawke-s smct keeping, the French have, 
"ever since Spring last, a fine subsidiary Fleet at Toulon, 
"of very exultant hopes at one time; wnich now come to 
"finis: 

^^Sea-FigJu (properly Sea-Hunt of 200 miles), in ihe Cadiz 
" Waters, August iSth-IM. The fine Toulon Fleet, which 
"expected at one time, Pittas ships being so scattered over 
"the world, to be 'mistress of the Mediterranean,' has found 

* Tempelhof, m. 211, 837. 
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''iftKlf, OD tiie eootzarf (tndi were Prtt's rewMirces mnd 
'^pvomptitiides; , eooped m kaibo«r all Suuncr; Boccawen 
**watriinigit m tiie nnal atiict wiy, NoegraipoaBble;tiD, 
•'m the tSttrr vea&er (8di Julj — -kh A]iS|iist), Boacawe&*8 
''needof freainoTisioiis. finedi water, ana of makiiic^soiiie 
'^lepain, took lam to Gibraltar, and gare the ToalooFleet a 
"transient opportnnitj^ which it made use of. 

^ Angnst ITthy at 8 in the evening. Boecawen, at Gribialtar 
''t'soine of his MpB stiU in dishabille or under repair , was 
^'hastilj apprised bj one of his Frigates, That tte Toulon 
** Fleet baa sailed; been seen Tisiblj at Ceota Point so many 
**hoanag^. * Meaning/ as Boscawen gneaaea, "to be through 
^the Straits this Teij night!* Bypowerof despatch, the dis- 
^'habflle ships were rapidH^ buttoned together (in about two 
'^ hoars}; and by 10 P.M. all were nndersaiL Andaoonwere 
''in hot chase: die game being now in Tiew, — JT^ing at its 
''ntmostdnoagh the Straits, as anticipated. At i next nx»i»- 
''ing (Sahtrday Augu^ IbA) Boscawen got dntch of the 
''Tonkm Fleet; tfdll well east <^ Cadiz, someiriiere in the 
''Trafalgar waters, I should gnessw Here Boscawen fonght 
"and chased the Tonlon Fleet, for 34 boars coining: droreit 
"finallj ashore, at Lagos on ^e coast of Portnsal, with fire 
"of its big sfaqw bomt or taken, its crews ai^ other ships 
"fljing by land and water, its poor Admiral mortaUy 
"wounded; and the Tovdon Fleet a rained article. The wind 
"had been capridoos, here fresh, there cafan; now faToming 
"the banters, now the hanted; both Fleets had dropped in 
"two. De la Qae , the French Admiral, complained bitterly 
"how hii Ca^Aains lagged, or dioce off and forsook him. 
"Boscawen hnnself, iHio for his own share had mne at it 
"ei^gle-like, was hc^trd gnimbling, aboat want of speed in 
"some people; and sud: 'It is well; hot it might haTe been 
"better!'* 

"De la Chie, — fallen lonf ago from all notions of 
" ' dominating die Mediterranean, — had modeady intended 
"to get throng, on any terms, into the Ocean; might dien, if 
"possible, haye joinea the grand 'Inrasiim Sqaa&on ' now 
"fying at Brest, till Yannes and the fornishings are ready , or 
"have tried to be trooblesome in the rear of Hawke, who is 



t, n. S15^; lb. m. SS7, 8. De la Ctee, tb« n«iA AdaSnl^s 
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" blockading all that. A modest outlook in comparison ; — 
** and this is what it also has come to. As for the Grand In- 
*'vasion Squadron, Admiral Conflans, commanding it, still 
'^ holds uphis head in Brest Harbour, and talks big. Makes 
*' little of Kodney's havoc on the Flatbottoms at Havre, * Will 
"soon hav6 Flatbottoms again; and you shall seel* — if 
"only Hawke, and wind and weather and Fortune, will 
"permit." 



Austrian Reichs Army does its crowning Feat (August 
26th — September 4th): Diary of what is called 
the ^^Siege^* of Dresden. 

Since the first weeks of August there have been 
Austrian detachments, Wehla's Corps, Brentano's Corps, 
entering Saxony from the nortb-east or Daun-ward side, 
and posting themselves in the strong points looking to- 
wards Dresden; waiting there till tiie Reichs Army 
should capture its Leipzigs, Torgaus, Wittenbergs, and 
roll forward from nor5i-west. To all which it is easy 
to fancy what an impetus was given by Kunersdorf 
and August 12th; the business, after that, going on 
double-quick, and pointing to immediate practical in- 
dustry on Dresden. The Reichs Army hastens to settle 
its north-western Towns, puts due garrison in each, 
leaves a 10 or 12,000 movable for general protection, 
in those parts; and, August 23d, marches for Dresden. 
There are only some 15,000 left of it now; almost half 
the Reichs Anny drunk up in that manner; were not 
Daxin now speeding forth his Maguire with a fresh 
12,000; who is to command the Wehlas and Brentanos 
as well. And, in effect, to be Austrian chief, and 
as regards practical matters, Manager of this im- 
portant Enterprise, -r- all-important to Daun just now. 

Carlyle, Frederick the Great. XL ^^ 
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Schmettan in Dresden sees clearly what mischief is at 
band. 

To Daun this Siege of Dresden is the alpha to 
whatever omegas there may be: he and his Soltikof 
are to sit waiting this; and can attempt nothing but 
eating of provender, till this be achieved. As the Siege 
was really important, though not quite the alpha to all 
omegas, ani has in it curious pomts and physiognomic 
traits, we will invite readers to some transient inspection 
of it, — the rather as there exist ample contemporary 
Narratives, Diainums^ and authentic records to render 
that possible and easy.* 

"Ever since the rumour of Kunersdorf," says one Diarium, 
compiled out of many^ "in the last two weeks of August, 
" Scnmettau's need of vigilance and diligence has been on the 
'* increase, his outlooks becoming grimmer and grimmer. He 
" has a pooriflh'Garrison for number (3,700 in all**), and not of 
"the best qualily; deserters a good few of them: willing 
" enough for strokes ; fighting fellows all , and of adventurous 
** turn , but uncertain as to loyalty in a case of pinch. He has 
"endless stores in the place; for one item, almost 'a million 
"sterling of ready money. Poor Schmettau, if he knew it, 
" has suddenly become tiie Leonidas of this Campaign , Dres- 
" den its Thermopylae ; and " — But readers can conceive tiie 
situation. ^ 

^^ August 20tk, Schmettau ^uits the Neustadt, or northern 
"part of Dresden, which lies bevond the River: unim- 
"portant that, and indefensible with garrison not adequate; 
"Schmettau will strengthen the River bank, blow up the 
" Stone Bridge if necessary, and restrict himself to Dresden 
"Proper. The Court is here ; Schmettau does not hope Ihat 
" the Court can avert a Siege f^om him ; but he fails not to try, 
"in that way too, and may at least gain time. 

• la Tempelhof (m. 210-216-222), complete and careful Narratiye; In 
Anonymous of Hamburg (m. 371-377), express "Daj/-6ooik" by some Eye- 
witness in Dresden. 

** Schmettaa^s Leben (by his Son), p. 408. * 
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^*'Au^t26th^ He has a Mine put mider the main arch of 
" the Bridge : * mine ill-made , uncertain of eflFect,* reports the 
** Officer whom he sent to inspect it. But it was never tried, 
'Hhe mere rumour of it kept off attacks on that side. Same 
'^day, Au^st 25th, Schmettau receives that unfortunate 
"Royal Missive* written in the dark days of Reitwein. 
'* morrow of Kunersdorf (14th or 13th August)" which we read 
above. "That there is another Letter on the road for him, 
" indicating ' Relief shall be tried ,' is unknown to Schmettau, 
"and fatally continues unknown. While Schmettau is 
"reading this (August 25th), General Wunsch has been on 
"the road four days: Wunsch and Wolfersdorf with about 
" 8,000, • at their quickest pace , and in a fine winged frame of 
"mind withal , are speeding on : will cross Elbe at Meissen to- 
" morrow night, — did Scmnettau only know. People say he 
" did , in the way of rumour, understand that Kunersdorf had 
" not been the fatal thing it was thought; and that efforts 
" would be made by a King like his. In nis place, one might 
" have , at least , shot out a spy or two ? But he did not , then 
"or afterwards. 

"Already, ever since the arrival of Wehla andBrentano 
"in those parts, he has been labouring under many nncer- 
" tainties ; too many for a Leonidas I Hanging between Yes 
"and No, even about that of quitting the Neustadt, for ex^ 




" and , I think , though the contrary is asserted , he had at last 
"to leave in the Neustadt a great deal of stores, horse- 
"provender and other, not needful to him at present, orim- 
" possible to carry, when dubiety got ended. He has put a 
"mine under the Bridge ; but knows it will not go off. 

" Schmettau has been in many wars , but this is a case that 
"tries his soldier qualities as none other has ever done. A 
" case of endless intricacy, — if he be quite equal to it: which 
"perhaps he was not altogether. Nobody ever doubted 
"Schmettau^s high qualities as a man and captain; but here 
" are requisite the very highest, and these Schmettau has not. 
" The result was very tragical ; I suppose, a pain to Friedrich 
"ail his life after; and certainly to Schmettau all his. This 

. * Tempelhof, m. 208; Sehmettaa's Lebcn (p. 421) has "August 27th." 
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**i8 Saturday night 25th August: before Wednesday week 
"(September 4th) there will have sad things arrived, irreme- 
**diable to Schmettau. Had Schmettau decided to defend 
" himself, Dresden had not been taken. What a pity Schmet- 
^' tau had not been spared this Missive , calculated to produce 
" mere doubt I Whetiier he could not, and should not, after a 
"ten days of inquiry and new discernment, have been able to 
"read tne King's true meaning, as well as the King's mo- 
"mentary humour, in this fatal Document, there is no de- 
"cidin^. Sure enough, he did not read the King's true 
".meamnffinit, but only the Kind's momentary humour; did 
•*not fraiily set about defending himself to the death, — or 
"* seeing' in that way 'whether he could not defend him- 
"self,' — with a good capitulation lying in the rear, after 
"he had. 

^^ Sunday August 26th ^ Trumpet at the gates. Messenger 
"from Zweibriick is introduced blindfold ; brings formal Sum- 
"monsto Schmettau. Summons duly truculent : 'Resistance 
" ' vain; the more you resist, the worse it will be , — and there 
"*is a worst' (that of being delivered to the Croats, and 
"massacred every man), 'of which why should I speak? 
" 'Especially if in anythmg you fail of your duty to the Kur- 
"'Pnnz'" (Electoral Frince and Heir- Apparent, poor crook- 
backed youne Gentleman, who has an excellent spH^htly 
Wife , a iriena of Friedrich's , and daudbiter of the late CSuser 
Karl VII., whom we used so beautifiill^ , ' imagine what your 
'fate will be I' — "To which Sclunettau answers: 'Can 
"'Durchlaucht think us ignorant of the common ndes of be- 
" ' haviour to Persons of that Rank ? For the rest, Durchlaucht 
" ' knows what our duties here are , and would despise us if we 
" 'did not do them;' — and, in short, our answer again is, in 
"polite forms, 'Pooh, pooh; you may go your way!* Upon 
"which the Messenger is blindfolded again; and Schmettau 
"sets himself in hot earnest to clearing out his goods from the 
" Neustadt ; building witii huge intertwisted cross-beams and 
"stone and earthmasses, a Battery at his own end of the 
"Bridjfe, batteries on eacn side of it below and above; — locks 
"the G-ates; and is passionately busy all Sunday, — though 
" divine service goes on as usual. 

"Hardly were the Prussian guns got away, when Croat 
"people in quantity came in, and began building a Battery at 
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" their end of the Bridge , the main defence- work being old 
*' Prussian meal-barrels, handily filled with earth. * If you fire 
'< ^ one cannon-ball across on us/ said Schmettau, * I will bom- 
'^ 'bard the Neustadt into flame in few minutes' (I have only 
" to aim at our Hay Magazine yonder) : *be warned I * Nor did 
" they once fire irom that side ; Electoral Highness withal and 
''Royal Palace being quite conti^ous behind the Prussian 
''Bridge-Battery. Electoral Highness and Household are 
"politely treated, make polite answer to everything; intend 
"going down into the ^Apotheke^ (ELitchen suite), or vaulted 
"part of the Palace, and will lodge there when the cannonade 
"begins. 

"This same Sunday^ August 26th, Ma^ire arrived; and set 
"instantly to building his bridge atPillnitz, a little way above 
"Dresden: at Uebi^au, a little belowDresden, the Reichsfolk 
" have another. Reichsfolk, Zweibriick in person , come all in 
" on Wednesday; post themselves there, to north and west of 
" the City. What is more important, the siege-guns , a superb 
"stock, are steadily floating, through the Pima regions, 
" hitherward : get to hand on Friday neSt, the fifth dav hence.* 
" Korbitz (halfway out to Kesselsoorf ) is Durchlaucnt's head- 
" quarter: — Chief General is Durchlaucht, conspicuously he, 
"at least in theoiy, and shall have all the giory; though 
"Maguire, glancing on these cannon, were it nothing more, 
• "has probably a good deal to say. Maguire too, I ooserve, 
"l^es post on that north or Kesselsdoriside ; contiguous for 
"the Head Greneral. Wehla and Brentano post themselves on 
"the south or up-stream side ; it is they that hand-in the siege- 
"guns: batteries are already everywhere marked out, 13 
" cannon batteries and 5 howitzer. In short , from the morrow 
"of that truculent Summons, Monday morning to Thursday, 
"there is hot stir of multifarious preparation on Schmettau's 
"part; and continual pouring in or the hostile f(»rce, who are 
" also preparing at the utmost. Thursday, the Siege , if it cul 
"be called a Siege, begins. Ghradually, and as foUows — 

^^nursday Morning (August 30tn), Schmettau, who is, 
"night and dfaj, 'palisadingthe River,' and much eliie, — dis- 
"closes (that is, Break of Day disclosQ9 on his part) to tilie 
"Dresden public a huge Gallows, black, huge, ofimpreflsive 
"aspect; labelled 'For Plunderers, Mutineers and their Hel- 

* Tempelhof, p. 810. 
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*'per8.'* The Austrian heavy guns are notjet in battery; but 
''. multitudes of loose Croat people go swarming about every- 
'* where, and there is plentiful firing from such artHleries as 
''they have. This same Thursday morning, two or three 
'' battalions of them rush into the Fima Suburb; attack the 
"Prussian Guard-parties there. Schmettau instantly des- 
''patches Captain KoUas and a Trumpet: — 'Durchlaucht, 
'''have the goodness to recal these Croat Parties; otherwise 
"*the Suburb goes into flame! And directly on arrival of this 
"'Messenger, may it please Dmchlaucht. For we have com- 
"'puted the time; and will not wait beyond what is reason- 
'"able for his return!' Zweibriick is mere indignation and 
"astonishment; ^will bum Halle,' bum Quedlinburg, Berlin 
"itself, and utterly ruin the King of Prussia's Dominion in 
"general; — the rejoinder to which is, burning of Pima 
"Suburb, as predicted; seventy houses of it, this evening, at 
"six o'clock. 

" Onward from which time there is on both sides, especially 
"onSchmettau's, diligent artillery practice ; cannonade kept 
"up wherever Schmettau can see the enemy busy; enemy 
"responding with what artillery he has; — not much damage 
"done, I should think, though a great deal of noise; andmr 
"one day (Saturday September 1st), our Diarist notes, 'Not 
" ' safe to walk the streets this day.' But , in effect , the oiege, 
"as they call it, — which fell dead on the fifth day, and was . 
"never well alive, — consists mainly of menace and counter- 
"menace, in the way of bargain-making and negotiation; — 
"and, so far- as I can gather, that superb Park of Austrian 
"Artillery, though built into batteries, and talked about in a 
"bullying manner, was not fired from at all. 

" Schmettau affects towards the enemy (and towards him- 
"self, I dare say) an air of iron firmness ; but internally has 
"no such feeling, 'calls a Council of War,' and the like. 
"Council of War, on sight of that King's Missive , confinns 
"him with one voice: 'Surely, surely, £xcellenz;.no defence 
f" possible!' Which is a prophecy and a fulfilment, both in 
"one. Why Schmettau did not shoot forth a spy or two, to 
" ascertain for him ^hat, or whether Nothing whatever , was 
"passing outside Dresden? I never understand! Beyond his 

• Anonymous of Hamburg, ni. 373. 
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" own Walls, the world is a vacancy and blank to Schmettau, 
^ *' and he seems content it should be so. 

^^ Sunday September 2d, Though Schmettau's cannonade 
" was very loud, and had been so s2l night, Divine Service was 
'^held as usual, streets safe again, — Austrians, I suppose, not 
''firing with cannon. About 4 p.m., after a great deal of 
"powder spent. General Maguire, stepping out on Elbe 
"Bridge, blows or beats Appeal, three times.; * wishes a 
"* moment's conversation with his Excellency.' Granted at 
"once; witnesses attending on both sides. * Defence is im- 
" * possible ; in tiiie name of humanity, consider !' urges Maguire. 
" 'Defence to the last man of us is certain,' answers Schmettau, 
"from the teeth outwards; — but, in the end, engages to put 
"on paper, in case he, by extremity of ill-luck, nave at any 
" time to accept terms, what his terms will inflexibly be. Upon 
"which there is * Armistice till Tomorrow:' and Maguire, I 
"doubt not, reports joyfully on this feeling of the enemy's 
"pulse. Zweibriick and Maguire are very well aware of what 
"is passing in these neighbourhoods (General Wunsch back 
"at Wittenberg by forced marches; blew it open in an hour); 
" and are growing highly anxious that Dresden on any terms 
"were theirs. 

"JIfowfltey September 3d, The death-day of the Siege; an 
"uncommonly busy day, — though Armistice lasted perfect 
"till 3 P.M., and soon came back more perfect than ever. A 
"Siege not killed by cannon, but by medical industry. Let 
"us note with brevity tiiie successive symptoms and appliances. 
"About seven in the morning, Maguire had his Messenger in 
"Dresden, * Your Excellency s Paper ready?' * Nearly ready,' 
"answers Schmettau; 'we will send it by a Messenger of our 
" ' own.' And about eleven of the day, Maguire does get it^ — 
"the same Captain KoUas (whose name we recollect) nanding 
"it in; and statue-like waiting Answer. 'Pshaw, this wifl 
"'never do,' ejaculates Maguire; * terms irrationally high!' 
" Captain Kollas 'knows noming of what is m the Paper; and 
" 'is charged only to bring a Written Answer from Excellenz/ 
^'Excellenz, before writing, 'will have to consult with Durch- 
" ' laucht ;' can, however, as if confidentially and from feelings 
" of friendship , ' can assure you , Sir , on my honour , That the 
" * Garrison will be delivered to the Croats, and every man of 
"'it put to the sword.' 'The Garrison will expect that (wird 
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** ''Das erwarteny said KoUas, Btatue-like; and withdrew, with 
^' the proper bow.^ Something interesting to us in these Mili- 
^ tary diplomatic passages, wim their square-elbowed fashions. 
^^ and politeness stiff as uron I 

^^Not till three of the afternoon does the Written Answer 
"reach Schmettau: ' Such Terms never could be accepted.* — 
"'Good,' answers Schmettau: 'To our last breath no otZiers 
"'will be offered.' And conunences cannonading again, not 
"very violently, but with the order, ' Go on, dien, night and 
"*day!' 

"About 10 at night, General Guasco, a truculent kind of 
"man, whom I have met with up and down, but not admitted 
"to memory, beats Appeal on the Bridge: 'Inform the Com- 
"'mandant that there will now straightway 13 batteries of 
"'cannon, and 5 ditto of howitzers open on him, unless he 
"'bethinks himself!' Which dreadrol message is taken to 
"Schmettau. 'Wish the gentleman good evening,' orders 
" Schmettau ; ' and say , we will answer with 100 guns.' Upon 




" * altered, nor ever shall be.' And there is Armistice again:— 
"and the Siege, as turns out, has fired its last shot; and is 
"painfully expiring in parorrsms of negotiation, which con- 
"tinue a good many hours. Schmettau strives to understand 
"clearly that his terms (of the King's own suggesting, as 
"Schmettau flatters himself) are accepted: nor does Durch- 
"laucht take upon him to refuse in any point; but he is 
"straxigely slow to sign, still hoping to mend matters. 

"Much hithering and thithering there was, till 4 next 
"morning (Durchlaucht has important news from Torgau, at 
"that moment); till 11 next day; till 4 in the afternoon and 
"later, — Guasco and others coming with message after 
"message, hasty and conciliatory: 'Durchlaucht at such a 
"'distance, his signature not yet come; but be patient; all is 
* ' ' right , upon my honour ! ' Very great hurry evident on the 
"part of (ruasco and Company; but nothing suspected by 
"Schmettau. Till, dusk or darkness threatening now to super- 
"vene, Maguire and Schmettau wiUi respective suites have a 
"Conference on the Bridge, — 'rain falling very heavy.* 

* Tempelhof, m. 211. 
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'^Diirchlaac1it*B signature, Magoire is astoniBhed to say, has 
"not yet come ; bat Magoire pledges his honour ' that all shall 
"* be Kept without chicane ; and adds (what to some of us 
"seemed not superfluous afterwards), 'I am incapable of 
*' * acting falsel}[ or with chicane.* In fact, till 9 In the evening 
"there was no signature byDurchlauchtj but about 6, on such 
"pledge by Maguire of his hand and his honour, tne Siege 
"entirely gave up the ghost; and Dresden belonged to Austria 
"Tuesday Evening, Ith September 1759; Sun just settings, 
" could anybody see him for the rain. 

" Schmettauhad been over-hasty ; whatneed had Schmettan 
" of haste? The terms had not yet got signature . perfection 
" of settlement on every point; nor were they at all well kept, 
"when they did! Considerable fluny, temporary blindness, 
"needless hurry, and neglect of symptoms and precautions, 
"must be imputed to poorSchmettau; whose troubles began 
^'from this moment, and went on increasing. The Austrian^ 
"are already besetting Elbe Bridge, rooting up theherring- 
"bone balks; and approaching our Blockhouse, — sooner 
"than was expected. But that is nothing. On opening the 
"Pima Gate, to share it with the Austrians, Frieorich's Spy 
"(sooner had not been possible to the man) was waiting; 
"who handed Schmettau that Second Letter of Friedrich^, 
" * Courage ; there is relief on the road ! ' Poor Schmettau ! " 

What Captain KoUas and the Prussian Garrison 
thought of all this, they were perhaps shy of saying, 
and we at such distance are not informed, — except 
by one symptom: that of Colonel HofiFman, Schmettau^s 
Second, whose indignation does become tragically evi- 
dent Hof^an, a rugged Prussian veteran, is indignant 
at the Capitulation itself; doubly and trebly indignant 
to find the Austrians on Elbe Bridge, busy raising our 
Balks and Battery: "How is this, Sir?" inquires he of 
Captain Sydow, who is on guard at the Prussian end; 
''How dared yon make this change, without acquainting 
the Second in Command? Order out your men, and 
come along with me to clear the Bridge again I *^ Sydow 
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hesitates, haggles; indignant Hoffman, growing loud as 
thunder, pulls out a pistol, fatal-looking to disobedient 
Sydow; who calls to his men, or whose men spring out 
uncalled; and shoot Hoffman down, — send two balls 
through him, so that he died at 8 that night. With 
noise enough, then and afterwards. Was drunk, said 
Schmettau's people. Friedrich answered, on report of 
it: "I think as Hoffman did. K he was 'drunk,' it is 
"pity the Governor and all the Garrison had not been 
"so, to have come to the same judgment as he."* 
Friedrich's unbearable feelings, of grief and indigna- 
tion, in regard to all this Dresden matter, — which 
are not expressed except coldly in business form, — 
can be fancied by all readers. One of the most tragical 
bits of ill-luck that ever befel him. A very sore stroke, 
in his present condition; a signal loss and affront And 
most of all, unbearable to think how narrowly it has 
missed being a signal triumph; — missed actuadly by a 
single hair's-breadth, which is as good as by a mile, or 
by a thousand miles! 

Soon after 9 o'clock that evening, Durchlaucht in 
person came rolling through our battery and the herring- 
bone balks, to visit Electoral Highness, — which was 
not quite the legal time either. Durchlaucht had not 
been half an hour with Electoral Highness, when a 
breathless Courier came in: "General Wunsch within 
ten miles" (tookTorgau in no-time, as Durchlauiciht well 
knows, for a week past); "and will be here, before 
we sleep!" Durchlaucht plunged out, over the herring- 
bone balks again (which many carpenters are busy 
lifting); and the Electoral ffighnesses, in like manner, 

* p. 8. in Antograph of Letter to Schmettau, '^Waldaa, 11th September 
17&9 " (Pretufl, n. : UrkMndenbuch, p. 46). 
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hurry off to Toplitz that same night, about an hour 
after. What a Tuesday Night! Poor Hoffman is dead 
at 8 o'clock; the Saxon Royalties, since 11, are gallop- 
ing for Pirna, for Toplitz; Durohlaucht of Zweibrilck 
we saw hurry off an hour before them, — Capitulation 
signature not yet dry, and terms of it beginning to be 
broken; and Wunsch reported to be within ten miles! 

TheWunsch report is perfectly correct. Wunsch is 
at Grossenhayn, this evening; all in a fiery mood of 
swiftness, his people and he; — and indeed it is, by 
chance, one of Wolfersdorf's impetuosities that has 
sent the news so fast. Wunsch had been as swift with 
Torgau as he was with Wittenberg: he blew out the 
poor Reichs- Garrison there, by instant storm, and 
packed it off to Leipzig, under charge of "an Officer 
and Trumpet:" — he had, greatly against his will, to 
rest two days there for a few indispensable cannon from 
Magdeburg. Cannon once come, Wunsch, burning for 
deliverance of Dresden, had again started at his swiftest, 
"Monday 3d September" (death-day of the Siege), "very 
early." 

"He is under 8,000; bathe is determined to doit; — and 
"would have done it, think judges, half-thinks Zweibriick 
"himself: such a fire in that Wunsch and his Corps as is very 
"dangerous indeed. At 4 this morning, Zweibriick heard of 
"his Deing on march: 'numbers imcertain* — (numbers 
" seemingly not the important point, — blows any number of 
"u9 about our business!) — and since that moment, Zweibriick 
"has driven the capitulation at such a pace; though the 
" flurried Schmettau suspected nothing. 

"Afternoon of Tuesday 4ih^ Wunsch, approaching Grossen- 
"hayn , had detached Wolfersdorf with 100 light horse right- 
" wards to Grodel, a boating ViUa^e on Elbe shore, To seek 
''news of Dresden: also to see ii boats are procurable for 
"carrying our artillery up thither. At Grodel, Wolfersdorf 
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''finds no boats that will avail: bat certain boat-people , new 
''from Dresden, report that no capitulation had been published 
" when they left, out that it was understood to be going on. 
"New spur to Wolfersdorf and Wunsch. Wolfersdorf hears 
"farther in this Village, That there are some 30 Austrian 
" horse in Grossenhajn : — 'Possible these may escape General 
"'Wunsch!* thinks Wolfersdorf; and decides to have them. 
" Takes 30 men of his own j orders the other 70 to hold right- 
"ward, gather what intelligence is going, and follow more 
"leisurely; and breaks on for the Grossenhayn-Dresden 
" Highway, to intercept those fellows. 

" Gettmgto the highway, Wolfersdorf does seethe fellows; 
"sees also, with what degree of horror I do not know, that 
" there are at least 100 of wem against hb 30 ! Horror will do 
"nothing for Wolfersdorf, nor are his other 70 now within 
"reach. Putting a bold face on the matter, he commands, 
"Stentor-like, asif it were all a fact: 'Grenadiers, march; 
"* Dragoons, to right forwards, wheel ; Hussars, forward: 
"'MakchI* — and does terrifically dash forward with the 30 
"Hussars, or last item of the invoice; leaving the others to 
" follow. The Austrians draw bridle with amazement ; fire off 
" their carbines ; take to their heels , and do not stop for more. 
" Wolfersdorf captures 68 of them, for behoof of Grossenhayn ; 
"and sends the remaining 32 galloping home.* Who brmg 
"above news to Durchlaucht of Zweibruck: '12,000 of them, 
" ' may it please your Durchlaucht ; such the accounts we had !' 
' * — Fancy poor Schmettau's feelings ! 

"On the morrow, Dresden was roused from its sleep by 
"loud firing and batue, audible on the north side of the River: 
" 'before daybreak, and all day.' It is Wunsch impetuously 
"busy in the woody countries there. Durchlaucht had shot 
"out Generads and Divisions, Brentano, Wehla^ this General 
" and then that, to intercept Wunsch : these the ner^ Wunsch, 
" — ahnost as u they had been combustible material coming 
"to quench fire, — repels and dashes back, in a wonderfiu 
" manner , General after General of them. And is lord of the 
"field all day: — but cannot hear the least word from Dres- 
" den ; which is a surprising circumstance. 

"In the afternoon, Wunsch summons Maguire in the 
"Neustadt: 'Will answer you in two hours,' said Maguire. 

* Tempelbof, in* 214. 
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'^ Wunsch thereupon is for attacking their two Ponton £lbe- 
" Bridges; still resolute for Dresden, — and orders Wolfers- 
"dorf on one of them, the Uebigau Bridge, who finds the 
'^ enemy lifting it at any rate, and makes them do it faster. 
''But night is now sinlung; from Schmettau not a word or 
''sign. 'Silence over there, all day; not a single cannon 
'"to or from,* say Wunsch and Wolfersdorf to one another. 
"'Schmettau must have capitulated!* conclude they, and 
"withdraw in the night-time, still thunderous if molested; 
"bivouack at Grossenhayn, after twentv-four hours of con- 
" tinual march and battle , not time even for a snatch of food.^ 
"Resting at Grossenhayn, express reaches Wunsch from 
"his Commandant at Torgau: 'Kleefeld is come on me from 
" * Leipzig with 14,000 ; I cannot long hold out, unless relieved.* 
" Wunsch takes the road again ; two marches , each of twenty 
"miles. Beaches Torgau Tate; takespost in the ruins of the 
"North Suburb, finds he must fight EJeef eld. Refreshes his 
"men 'with a keg of wine per Company,' surely a judicious 
" step ; and sends to Wolfersdorf , who has the rearguard , ' Be 
'"here with me tomorrow at 10.* Wolfersdorf starts at 4, is 
"here at 10: and Wunsch, having scanned EJeefeld and nis 
"Position'* (a Position strong if you are dexterous to man- 
oeuvre in it; capable of being ruinous if you are not, — part 
of the Position of a bigger Battle of Torgau, which is coming), 
— "flies at Kleefeld and his 14,000, like a cat-o*-mountam; 
"takes him on the left flank: — Kleefeld and such overplus 
"of thousands are standing, a little to west-and-south of 
"Torgau, with the Bniefang" (a desolate big reedy mere, or 
Place of Ducks , still offering the idle Torgauer a melancholy 
sport there) " all a protection to their right ; but with no evolu- 
"tion-talent, or none in comparison to Wunsch's — and ae- 
"cordingly are cut to pieces by Wunsch, and blown to the 
" winds, as their fellows have all been.'* ** 

Wunsch, absolute Fate forbidding, could not save 
Dresden: but he is here lord of the Northern regions 
again, — nothing but Leipzig now in the enemy^s hand; 

* Berickt von der Action dea General-Majors von Wuniteh, bey Reiohen' 
berg, den 5. September 1759 : in Seyfarth, Boglagen, n. 606-608. 

** Hofbericht von der am 8. September 1759 betf Torgau vorgefallenen 
AcUm: in Seyfartb, Beylagen, n. 609, 610. ' TempeUiof, ui. 819-282. 
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— and can await Finck, who is on march with a stronger 
paFty to begin business here. It is reckoned, there are 
few more brilliant little bits of Soldiering than this of 
Wunsch^s. All the more, as his men, for most part, 
were not Prussian, but miscellaneous Foreign spirits of 
uncertain fealty: roving fellows, of a fighting turn, at- 
tracted by Friedrich's fame, and under a Captain who 
had the art of keeping them in tune. Wunsch has 
been soldiering, in a diligent though dim miscellaneous 
way, these five-and- twenty years; fought in the old 
Turk Wars, under disastrous Seckendorf, — Wunsch a 
poor young Wiirtemberg ensign, visibly busy there (1737- 
1739), as was this same Schmettau, in the character of 
staflf-officer, far enough apart from Wunsch, at that time! 

- fought afterwards, in the BaTarijm service, in the 
Dutch, at Roucoux, at Lauffeld, again under disastrous 
people. Could never, under such, find anything but 
subaltern work, all this while; was glad to serve, under 
the eye of Friedrich, as Colonel of aPree Corps; which 
h^ has done with much diligence arid growing distinc- 
tion: till now, at the long last, his chance does come; 
and he shows himself as a real General. Possibly a 
high career lying ahead; — a man that may be very 
valuable to Friedrich, who has now so few such left? 
Fate had again decided otherwise for Wunsch; in what 
way will be seen before this Campaign ends: "an in- 
ternal Campaign," according to Friedrich, "c^«« Cam- 
pagne mfemale.*^ 

Finck, whom Friedrich had just detached from Wal- 
dau (September 6th), with a new 8 or 6,000, to com- 
mand in chief in those parts, and, along with Wunsch, 
!)ut Dresden out of risk, as it were, — Finck does at 
east join Wunsch, as we shall mention in a little. And 
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these Two, with such Wolfersdorfs and people under 
them, did prove capahle of making front against Reichs- 
folk in great overplus of number. Nor are farther sieges 
of those Northern Garrisons, but recaptures of them, the 
news one hears from Saxony henceforth; — only that 
Dresden is fatally gone. Irrecoverably, as turned out, 
and in that unbearable manner. Here is the concluding 
scene: 

Dresden^ Saturday Septemher 8th; Exit Schmettau. "A 
<' thousand times over, Schmettau must have asked himself, 
" * Why was I in such a hurry? Without cause for it I, only 
" Maguire having cause ! ' — The Capitulation had been ended 
*'in a huddle, without signature: an unwise Capitulation; 
'*and it was scandalously ill kept. Schmettau was not to 
" have marched till Monday 10th, — six clear days for packing 
"and preparing; — but, practically, he has to make three 
" serve him ; and to go half^packed, or not packed at all. End- 
"less chicahes do arise, * upon my honour!* — not even the 
"800 wagons are ready for us; * Can't yom* ])aggages go in 
"boats, then?* *No. nor shall!* answers Schmettau, with 
"blazing eyes, and neart ready to burst; a Schmettau living 
"all this while as in Purgatory, or worse. Such* bully ings 
"from truculent Guasco, who is now without muzzle. Capitu- 
"lation, most imperfect in itself, is avowedly infringed: 
" King*s artillery, — which we had haggled for, and ended by 
"* hoping for,* to Maguire that rainv evening: why were we 
" in such a hurry, too, and blind to Maguire*8 hurry I — Kin^*8 
"Artillery, according to Durchlaucht of Zweibruck, when ne 
"actually signed wimin the walls, is ^Nicht accordtrt (Not 
"granted), except the Field part.* Edng*s regimental fur- 
"nishings, all ana sundry, were ^accordirt, and without visita- 
"tion,* — but on second thoughts, the Austrian Officials are of 
" opinion there must really be visitation, must be inspection. 
" 'May not some of them belong to Polish Majesty?' In which 
"sad process of inspection there was incredible waste, 
"Schmettau protesting; and above half of the new uniforms 
"were lost to us. Our 80 pontoons, which were expressly 
"bargained for, are brazenly denied us: '20 of them are 
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f' Saxon/ cry the Austrians: "who knows if they are not 
"ahnost all Saxon,* — upon my honour! At this rate, only 
"wait a day or two, and fewer wagons than 800 will be 
"needed! thinks Schmettau; and consents to 18 river 
" Boats ; Boats in part , then ; and let us march at once. Ac- 
" cordingly, 

^^ Saturday 8th, at 5 in the morning, Schmettau, with goods 
"and people, does at last file out: across Elbe Bridge through 
^^the l^eustadt; Prussians five deep; a double rank of 
"Austrians, ranged on each side, in 'espalier' they caU it, — 
"espalier with gaps in it every here and there, to what pur- 
"pose is soon evident. The march was so disposed (likewise 
<*for a purpose) that, all alon^, there were one or two Com- 
"panies of Prussian Foot; ana then in the interval^ carriages, 
"cannon, cavalry and hussars. Schmettau's carriage is with 
"the rearguard. Madam Schmettau's well in the van: — in 
**two other carriages are two Prussian War-and-Domain 
"* Ministers.* Managers of Saxon Finance,' these Two; — 
" who will have to manage elsewhere than in Dresden hence- 
"forth. Zinnow, Borck, they sit veritably there , with their 
^* multiform Account Papers: of whom I know absolutely 
^'nothing, — except (if anybody caredj that Zinnow, who 
*died of apoplexy in June following,* is probably of pursy 
red-nosed type ; and that Borck, for certain, has a very fine 
**face and ngure; delicacy, cheerful dignity, perfect gen- 
^^tlemanhood in short, written on every feature of him; as 
]?* painted byPesne, and engraved by Schmidt, for myacci- 
" dental behoof.** Curious to think of that elaborate court- 
"coat and flowing periwig, with this specific Borck, 'old as 
"the Devil* (whom I have had much trouble to identify), 
"forming visible part of this dismal Procession: the bright 
"eye of^Borck not smiling as usual, but clouded, though 
" impassive ! But that of Borck or his Ldmners is not the 
"pomt. 

"The Prussians have been divided into small sections, 
*' with a mass of baggage- wagons and cavalry between every 
*^ two. And no sooner is the mass got in movement, than there 
"rises from the Austrian part, anacontinues all the way, loud 

• Anonunous of Hamburg, m. 876. 

** Predericus Wilhelmus Borck (Pesne pinxit, 1738; Schmidt, sculptor 
J^egis, sciilpsit, Berolini, 1764): an excellent Print and Portrait. 
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'* invitation , ' Whosoever is a brave Saxon , a brave Austrian, 
'^'Beichsman, come to us! Gaps in the espalier, don't you 
"'see!' And Schmettau, in the rear, with baggage and 
" cavalry intervening, — nobody can reach Schmettau. Here 
"is a way of keeping your bargain! The Prussian Officers 
"struggle stoutly; but are bellowed at, struck at, menaced 
" by bayonet ana bullet , — none of them shot , I think , but a 
"good several of them cut and wounded; — the Austrian 
"Officers themselves in passionate points behaving shame- 
"fully, 'Tes, shoot them down, the (were it nothing else) 
"heretic dogs;* and being throughout evidently in a hot 
"shivery frame of mind, forgetful of the laws. Seldom was 
"such a Procession; spite, rage and lawless revenue blazins 
" out more and more. On the whole , there deserted, through 
"those gaps of the espalier, about half of &e whole Garrison. 
"On Madam Scbmettau's hammercloth, there sat, in the 
"Schmettau livery, a hard-featured man, recognisable by 
"keen eyes as lately a Nailer, of the Nailer Guild here; who 
"had been a spy for Schmettau, and brought maujr persons 
"into trouble: him they tear down, and trample mther and 
"thither, — at last, into some Guardhouse near by."** 

Schmettau^s Protest against all this is yehement, 
solemnly circumstantial: but, except in regard to the 
trampled Nailer (Zweibrtlck on that point, "heartily 
sorry for the insult to your Excellency's liyery; and 
here the man is, with a thousand apologies^?), Schmettau 
got no redress. Nor had Friedrich any, -now or hence- 
forth. Friedrich did at once, more to testify his disgust 
than for any benefit, order Schmettau: "Halt at Witten- 
berg, not at Magdeburg as was pretended to be bar- 
gained. Dismiss your Escort of Austrians there; bid 
them home at once, and out of your sight'^ Schmettau 
himself he ordered to Berlin, to idle waiting. Neyer 

* The Schipettaa Diannm in Anonymous of Hamburg, m. 864-376 (cor* 
reeted chiefly firom Tempeihof): Protest, and Correspondence in oonM- 
qaenpe, it in Seyfvth, Dei^gen, n. 611-621 ; in HeldeU'Getchiehte, &c. &e« 

Carlyle, Frederick the Greats XI, "^ 
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again employed Schmettiau: for sixteen years that they 
lived together, never saw his face more. 

Bchmettau^s ill-fortune was mnch pitied, as surely 
it deserved to be, by all men. About Friedrich's 
severity there was, and still occasionally is, controversy 
held. Into which we shall not enter for Yes or for 
No. "You are like the rest of them!" writes Friedrich 
to him; "when the moment comes for showing firm- 
"ness, you fail in it."* Friedrich expects of others 
what all Soldiers profess, — and what is in fact the 
soul of all nobleness in their trade, — but what only 
Friedrich himself, and a select few, are in the habit of 
actually performing. Tried by the standard of common 
practice, Schmettau is clearly absolvable; a broken 
veteran, deserving almost tears. But that is not the 
standard which it will be safe for a Bang of men to go 
by. Friedrich, I should say, would be ordered by his 
Office, if Nature herself did not order him, to pitch his 
ideal very high; and to be rather Ehadamanthine in 
judging about it. Friedrich was never accused of over- 
generosity to the unfortunate among his Captains. 

After the War, Schmettau, his conduct still a theme 
of argument, was reduced to the Invalid List: age now 
sixty-seven, but health and heart still very fresh, as he 
pleaded; complaining that he could not live on his retir- 
ing Pension of 300/. a year. "Be thankful you have 
"not had your head struck ofF by sentence of Court- 
" Martial," answered Friedrich. Schmettau, after some 
farther troubles from Court quarters, retired to Branden- 
burg, and there lived silent, poor but honourable, for 
his remaining fifteen years. Madam Schmettau came 
out very beautiful in those bad circumstances: cheery, 

• • "Waldtn, XOtli September 1769?" fn preusa, n., Urkunden, p. 44, 
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thrifty, ^11 of loyal patience; a constant sunshine to^ 
her poor man, whom she had preceded out of Dresden 
in the way we saw. Schmettau was very quiet, still 
studious of War matters;* "sent the Bang" once, — in 
1772, while Polish Prussia, and How it could be forti-. 
fied, were the interesting subject, — "a JoumdQ'* which 
he had elaborated for himself ; "o^ the Marches of Karl 
''^ Twelfth in West^Preussen ;^^ which was well received: 
"Apparently the Bang not angry with me farther?" 
thought Schmettau. A completely retired old msin; 
studious, social, — the best men of the Army still his 
Mends and famUiars: - nor, in liis own mind, any', 
mutiny against his Chief; this also, has its beauty in a 
human life, my friend. So long as Madam Schmettau 
lived, it was well; after her death, not well, dark 
rather, and growing darker: and in about three years 
Schmettau followed (27th October 1775), whither that 
good soul had gone. The elder Brother, — who was 
a distinguished Academician, as well as Feldmarschall 
and Negotiator, — had died at Berlin, in Voltaire's 
time, 1751. Each of those Schmettaus had a Son, in 
the Prussian Army, who wrote Books, or each a short 
Book, still worth reading.** But we must return. 

On the very morrow, September 5th, Daun heard of* 
the glorious success at Dresden; had not expected it 
till about the 10th at soonest From Triebel, he sends 
the news at gallop to Lieberose and Soltikof: "Eejoice 
with us, Excellenz: did not I predict it? Silesia and 



* See Lehen (by Us Son, *'Oaptaiii Schmettau;^ a modest intelligent 
^ook), pp. 440'47. 

** bavarian War of 1778, by the Feldmarschairs Son; and this Leben 
we have just been citing, by the Lieatenant'OeneraUs. 

15* 
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Saxony botli are ours; fruits chiefly of your noble 
successes. Oh, continue them a very little I ^^ '^Umph!^^ 
answers Soltikof, not with much enthusiasm: ''Send us 
meal steadily;- and gain you, Excellenz's self, some 
noble success!" Friedrich did not hear of it for almost 
a week later; not till Monday 10th, — as a certain 
small Anecdote would of itself indicate. 

Sunday Evening, 9th September, General Finck, 
with his new 6,000, hastening on to join Wunsch for 
relief of Dresden, had got to Grosseiihayn; and was 
putting up his tents, when the Outposts brought him in 
an Austrian Officer, who had come with a Trumpeter 
inquiring for the General. The Austrian Officer "is in 
quest of proper lodgings for General Schmettau and 
Gkrrison" (fancy Finch's sudden stare!); — "last night 
they lodged at Gross-Dobritz, tolerably to their mind: 
but the question for the Escort is, Where to lodge this 
night, if your Excellency could advise me?" "Herr, 
I will advise you to go back to Gross-Dobritz on the 
instant," answers Finck, grimly; "I shall be obliged to 
make you and your Trumpet prisoners, otherwise!" 
Exit Austrian Officer. That same evening, too, Cap- 
tain Kollas, carrying Schmettau's sad news to the King, 
calls on Finck in passing; gives dismal details of the 
Capitulation and the Austrian way of keeping it; filling 
Pkck's mind with 8orrowM indignation/ 

Finck, — let us add here, though in date it belongs 
a little elsewhere, — pushes on, not the less, to join 
Wunsch at Torgau; joins Wunsch, straightway recap* 
tures Leipzig, garrison prisoners (September 13th); 
recaptures all those north-western garrisons, — multi- 
tudinous Reichsfolk trying, once, to fight Mm, in an 

* TempeUiof, in« SS7. 
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amazingly loud, but otherwise helpless way {^^ Action of 
Korbitz^^^ they call it); cannonadiDg far and wide all 
day, and manoeuvering about, here bitten in upon, there 
trying to bite, over many leagues of Country, principally 
under Haddick's leading;* who saw good to draw off 
Dresden-ward next day, and leave Finck master in 
those r^ons. To Daunts sad astonishment, — in a 
moment of crisis, — as we shall hear farther on! So 
that Saxony is not yet conquered to Daun; Saxony, no^ 
nor indeed will be: — but Dresden is. Friedrich never 
could recover Dresden; though he hoped, and at inter 
vals tried hard, for a long while to come. 

* Hofberickt von der am 31. September bey KorbUz (In Meissen Ooimtry, 
south of Blbe; KrOgis too is a Village in this wide-spread "Action") vorge- 
fallenen Action (SeTfiurth, Beylagen, n. 621-630). Tempelhof; m. 848, 858. 



. 330 FIM^DKICa LI££ TO BB OVERWHELMBD. [book ZlX. 

I5th-2fifch Sept. 1759. 



CHAPTER VI. 

> 

PRINCE HENRI MAKES A MARCH OF FIFTY HOURS; THE 
RUSSIANS CANNOT FIND LODGING IN SILESIA. 

The eyes of all had been bent on Dresden latterly; 
^and there had occurred a great deal of detaching 
thitherward, and of marching there and thence, as we 
have partly oeen. And the end is, Dresden, and to 
appearance Saxony along with it, is Daun's. Has not 
Daun good reason now to be proud of the cunctatory 
method? Never did his game stand better; and all has 
been gained at other people's expense. Daun has not 
played one trump card; it is those obliging Russians 
that have played all the trumps, and reduced the Enemy 
to nothing. Only continue that wise course; — and cart 
meal, with your whole strength, for the Russians! — 

Safe beMnd the pools of Lieberose, Friedrich between 
them and Berlin, lie those dear Russians; extending, 
Daun and they, like an impassable military dike, with 
spurs of Outposts and cunningly-devised Detachments, 
far and wide, — from beyond Bober or utmost Crossen 
on the east, to Hoyerswerda in Elbe Country on the 
west; — dike of eighty miles long, and, in some eastern 
parts, of almost eighty broad; so elaborate is Daunts 
detaching quality, in cases of moment. "The King's 
broken Army on one side of us," calculates Daun; 
"Prince Henri's on the other; incommunicative they; 
reduced to isolation, powerless either or both of them 
against such odds. They shall wait there, please 
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Heaven, till Saxony be quite finished. Zweibriick, 
and our Detachments and Maguires, let them finish 
Saxony, while Soltikof keeps the King busy. Saxony 
finished, how will either Prince or King attempt to 
recover it! After which, Silesia for us; — and we 
shall then be near our Magazsines withal, and this 
severe stress of carting will abate or cease." In fact, 
these seem sound calculations: Friedrich is 24,000; 
Henri, 38,000; the military dike is, of Austrians 
75,000, of Eussians and Austrians together 120,000. 
Daun may fairly calculate on succeeding beautifully, 
this Year: Saxony his altogether; and in Silesia some 
Glogau or strong Town taken, and Eussians and 
Austrians wintering together in tljat Country. 

If only Daun do not too much spare his trump 
cards! But there is such a thing as excess on that 
side too : and perhaps it is even the more ruinous kind, 
— and is certainly the more despised by good judges, 
though the multitude of bad may notice it less. 
Daun is unwearied in his vigilances, in his infinite 
cartings of provision for self and Soltikof, — long 
chains of Magazines, big and little, at Guben, at G5rlitz, 
at Bautzen, Zittau, Friedland; — and does, aided by 
French Montalembert, all that man can to keep those 
dear stupid Eussians in tune. 

• Daunts problem of carting provisions, and guarding 
his multifarious posts, and sources of meal and defence, 
is not without its difficulties. Especially with a Prince 
Henri opposite; who has a superlative manoeuvering 
talent of his own, and an industry not inferior to Daunts 
in that way. Accordingly, ever since August llih- 
13thy when Daun moved northward to Triebel, and 
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Henri shot out detachments parallel to him, "to secure 
the Bober and our right flank, and try to regain com- 
munication with the King," — still more, ever since 
August 22 d, when Daun undertook that onerous cartage 
of meal for Soltikof as well as self, the manoenvmng 
and mutual fencing and parrying, between Henri and 
him, has been getting livelier and livelier. Fain would 
Daun secure his numerous Roads and Magazines; as- 
siduously does Henri threaten him in these points, and 
try all means to regain communication with his Brother. 
Daun has Magazines and interests everywhere; Henri 
is everywhere diligent to act of them. 

Daun in person, ever since Kun^rsdorf time, has 
been at Triebel; He^ri moved to Sagan after him, but 
has left a lieutenant at Schmottseifen, as Daun has at 
Mark-Lissa: — here are still new planets, and secondary 
ditto, with revolving moons. In short, it is two inter- 
penetrating solar-systems, gyrating, osculating and col- 
liding, over a space of several thousand square miles, 
with an intricacy, with an embroiled abstruseness 
Ptolemean or more ! Which indeed the soldier who would 
know his business, — (and not knowing it, is not he 
of all solecisms in this world the most flagrant?), — 
ought to study, out of Tempelhof and the Books; but 
which, except in its results, no other reader oould 
endure. The result we will make a point of gathering: 
carefully riddled down, there are withal in die details 
five or six Htde passages which have some shadow of 
interest to us; these let us note, and carefully omit the 
rest: 

OfFouquet at Landshu. "Fouquet was twice attacked at 
"Landshut; but made a lacky figure both times. Attack first 
** was by Deyille; attack second by Hanch. Early in July, 
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'*not long after Friedfich had left for Schmottseifen, rash 
^'DeyiUe (a rash creature, and then again a laggard, swift 
** where he should be slow, and vice versa) a^ain made trial on 
'*Landshut and Fouquet; but was beautifully dealt with; 
'* taken in rear, in flank, or I forget how ta&en, but sent 
*^ galloping through the Passes again, with a loss of many 
^'Prisoners, most of his furnitures, and all his presence of 
^'rnind: whomDaun thereupon summoned out of those parts, 
**Hitherward toMark-Lissa with your Corps: leave Fouquet 
"alone!"* 

. "After which, Fouquet, things being altogether quiet 
"round him was summoned, with most part of his force, to 
" Schmottseifen ; left General Goltz (a man we have met 
" before) to guard Landshut ; and was in fair hopes of proving 
"helpful to Frince Henri, — whenHarsch" (Harsch by nimseff 
this time, not Harsch and DeviUe as usual) "thought here was 
"his opportunity; and came witha^eat apparatus, as if to 
" cfwaliow Landshut whole. So that Fouquet had to hurry off 
"reinforcements thither; and at length to go himself, leaving 
" Stutterheim in his stead at Schmottseifen. Goltz, however, 
" with his small handful, stood well to his work. And tiiere 
" fell out sharp fencings at Landshut : — especisdly one violent 
"attack on our outposts; the Austrians quite triumphant; 
"till * a couple of cannon open on them from the next Hill,' — 
"till some violent Werner or other charge in upon tiiiem with 
" Prussian Hussars ; — a desperate tussle , that special one of 
*' Werner's; not only sabres flashing furiously on both sides, 
"but butts of pistols and blows on the face :** till, in short, 
** Harsch finds he can make nothing of it , and has taken him- 
" self away, before Fouquet come.'^ This Goltz, here playing 
Anti-Harsch, is the Goltz who, with Winterf eld, Schmettau and 
others, was in that melancholy Zittau march , of the Prince of 
Prussia's, in 1757: it was Goltz by whom the Bang sent his 
finisbinff compliment, " you deserve, all of you, to be tried by 
**Cotirt-Martial, and to lose your heads I*^ Goltz is mainly 
concerned with Fouquet and Silesia, in late times; and we 
shall hear of him once again. Fouquet did not return to 
Schmottseifen; nor was molested again in Landshut this 

• Hofberieht von den Unternehmungen dei JP'ougtietscfccn Corps, im Mim 
1759: in 8eyfarth» Beylagen, n. 582-586. 
** Tempelliof, m. 288: Angnst 81st. 
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year, though he soon had to detach, for the King's use, part of 
his Landshut force, and had other oilesian business which fell 
to him. 

Fortress of Peitz, " The poor Fortress of Peitz was taken 
again; — do readers remember it, ^on the day of Zomdorf/ 
last year? This year, a fortnight after Kunersdorf, the same 
old Half-pay Gentleman with his Fiye-and-forty Invalids 
have again been set adrift, * with the honours of war,* poor 
old creatures; lest by possibility they afflict the dear Rus- 
sians and our meal-carts up yonder.* I will forget who 
took Peitz : perhaps Haddick, of whom we have latefy heard 
so much? He was captor of Berlin in 1757, did the Inroad on 
Berlin that year, — and produced Rossbach shortly after. 
Peitz, if he did Peitz, was Haddick's last success in the 
world. Haddick has been most industrious , ^ guarding the 
Russian flank,' — standing between the King and it, during 
that Soltikof march to Miilirose, toLieberose: — but that 
once done, and the King[ settled at Waldau, Haddick was 
ordered to Saxony, against Wunsch and Finck: — and 
readers know already what he made of these Two in the 
'• Action at Korbitz , September 21st,' — and shall hear soon 
what befel Haddick himself in consequence." 

Colonel Hordt is captured. ** It was in that final marching of 
Soltikof to Lieberose that a distinguished Ex-Swede, Colo- 
nel Hordt, of the Free Corps Hordt, was taken prisoner. At 
Trebatsch; hanging on Soltikof s right flank, on that oc- 
casion. It was not Haddick, it was a swarm of Cossacks 
who laid'Hordt fast; his horse having gone to the girths in 
a bog.** Hordt, an Ex-Swede of distinction, — a Royalist 
Exile, on whose head the Swedes have set a price (had gone 
into 'Brahe'sPlot.' years since, Plot on behalf of the poor 
Swedish King^, wnich cost Brahe his life), — Hordt now 
might have fared ill, had not Friedrich been emphatic, 
^ Touch a hair of him, retaliation follows on the instant ! ' He 
was carried to Petersburg; ^lay twenty-six months and 
three days' in solitary durance there; and we may hears 
word from him again. 

* Tempelhof, m. 231: 27th August. 

** MSmoires du Comte de Hordt (k Berlin, 1789), u. 53-58 (notdfttedor 
intelligible there): in Tempelhof (m. 335, 6) clear account, "Trebatsch, 
September 4th." 
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Zieihen almost captured. ^^ Prince Henri, in the last days 
'< of August, marched to Sagan in person;* Ziethen along 
"witii him; multifariously manceuvering *to regain com- 
*'munication with the King.* Of course, with no want of 
^'counter-manceuvering, of, vigilant outposts, cunningly 
'^ devised detachments, and assiduous smallmeasures, on the 
''part of Daun. Who, one day, had determined on a more 
** considerable thing; that of cutting-out Ziethen from the 
** Sagan neighbourhood. And would have done it, they say, 
*' — had not ne been too cunctatory. September 2d, Ziethen, 
**who is posted in the little town of Sorau, had very nearly 
''been cut off. In Sorau , westward , Daun-ward , of Sagan a 
"short day^s march: there sat Ziethen, conscious of nothing 
"particular, — with Daun secretly marching on him; Daun 
" in person , from the west , and two others from the north and 
"from the south, who are to be simultaneous on Sorau and 
"the Zitheners. A well-laid scheme; likely to have finished 
'* Ziethen satisfactorily, who sat there aware of nothing. But 
"it all miswent: Daun, on the road, noticed some trifling 
"phenomenon (Prussian party of horse, or the like), which 
"convinced his cautious mind that all was found out; that 
"probably a whole Prussian Army, instead of a Ziethen only, 
-" was wsuting at Sorau ; upon which Daun turned home again, 
" sorry that he could not turn the other two as well. The other 
"two were stronger than Ziethen, could they have come upon 
"him by surprise; or have caught him before he got through 
*' a certain Pass, or bit of bad ground, with his baggage. But 
" Ziethen, by some accident, or by his own patrols, got notice ; 
"loaded his baggage instantly; and was through the Pass, or 
" half through it, and in a condition to give stroke for stroke 
" with interest, when his enemies came up. Nothing could be 
" done upon Ziethen ; who marched on , he and all his proper- 
"ties, safe to Sagan that night, — owing to Daun*s over-cau- 
"tion, and to Zieuien's own activity and luck."** 

All this was prior to the loss of Dresden. During 
the crisis of that, when everybody was bestirring 
himself. Prince Henri made extraordinary exertions: 
^^Mnch depends on me; all on me!" sighed Henri. 

* Tempelho<; m. 281: 29th Aogast. ** Ibid. m. 833. 
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A cantions little man; but not incapable of risking, in 
the crisis of a game for life and death. Friedrich and 
he are wedged asunder by that dike of RnssiauB and 
Austrians, which goes from Bober river eastward, post 
after post, to Hoyerswerda westward, eighty o^es 
along the Lansitz-Brandenburg Frontier, rooting itself 
through the Lausitz into Bohemia, and the sources of 
its meal. Friedrich and he cannot communicate except 
by spies ("the first Jdger" or regular express "from 
the King, arrived September 13th"*): but both are of 
one mind; both are on one problem, "What is to be 
done with that impassable dike?" — and co5perate 
sympathetically without communicating. What follows 
bears date after the loss of Dresden , but while Henri 
still knew only of the siege, — that Jdger of the 13th 
first brought him news of the loss. 

*'A day or two after Ziethen's adventure. Henri ^uits 
'Sagan, to move southward for a stroke at the Bohemian- 
^ Lausitz magazines; a stroke, and series of strokes. Sep- 
' temher 8th, Ziethen and (in Fouquet's absence at Landshut) 
^Stutterheim are pushed forward into the Zittau Country; 
< first of all upon Friedland, — the Zittau Friedland, for there 
* are Friedlands many! September dth, Stutterheim summons 
' Friedland, gets it ; gets the bit of magazine there ; and next 
'day, hastens on to Zittau. Is refused surrender of Zittau; 
' learns, however, that the magazine has been mostly set on 
^ wheels again, and is a stage forward on the road to Bohemia; 
'whitherward Stutterheim, Quitting Zittau as too tedious, 
'hastens after it, and niext day catches it, or the tmbumt 
'remains of it. A successful Stutterheim. Nor is Ziethen 
'idle in the mean while; Ziethen and others; whomnoDeviUe 
'or Austrian Party thmks itself strong enough to meddle 
' with. Prince Henn being so near. 

"Here is a pretty tempest ia the heart of our Bohemian 
" meal-conduit ! Continue that, and what becomes of Soltikof 

* Tempelhofyin.SOT. 
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" and me? Daun is off from Triebel Countryto this dangerous 
"scene: indignantly cashiers Deyille, 'Why did not you 
"'attack these Ziethen people? Had not you 10,000, Sir?* 
" Cashiers poor DeviUe for not attacking; — does not himself 
"attack: but carts away the important Grorlitz magazine , to 
" Bautzen, which is the still more important one ; site down on 
" the lid of that (according to wont) ; shoots out O'Donnell (an 
"Irish gentleman, DeyiUe's successor), and takes every pre- 
* ' eaution. Prince Henri, in presence of O'Donnell. coalesces 
"again; walks into Gdrlitz; encamps there, on tne Lands- 
'^kron and other Heights (Moys Hill one of them, poor Winter- 
"feld*s Hill I), — and watches a little how matters will turn. 
" and whether Daun , severely vigilant from Bautzen , seated 
" on the lid of his magazine, will not perhaps rise.'' 

First and last, Daun in this business has tried 
several things; but there was pretty much always, and 
emphatically there now is, only one thing that could 
be effectual: To attack Prince Henri, and abolish him 
from those countries; — as su^ly might have been 
possible, with twice his strength at your disposal? — 
This, though sometimes he seemed to be thinking of 
such a thing, Daun never would try: for which the 
subsequent Facts ^ and all good judges, were and are 
inexorably severe on Daun. Certain it is, no rashness 
could have better spilt Daun's game than did this ex- 
treme eaution. 

Dauriy Soltikof and Company again have a Colloquy 
(Bautzen, September 15th); after which everybody 
starts on his special Course of Action, 

Soltikof 8 disgust at this new movement of Daunts 
waa great and indignant ^* Instead of going at the 
King, and getting some victory for himself, he has 
gone to Bautzen, and sat down on his meal -bags I 
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Meal? Is it to be a mere fighting for meal? I will 
march tomorrow for Poland, for Preossen, and find 
plenty of meal!" And would have gone, they say, 
had not Mercury, in the shape of Montalembert with 
his most zealous rhetoric, intervened; and prevailed 
with difficulty. "One hour of personal interview with 
Excellency Daun," urges Montalembert; *'one more!" 
"No," answers Soltikof. — "Alas, then, send your 
messenger!" To which last expedient Soltikof does 
assent, and despatches Romanzof on the errand. 

Srpternher 15f/?, at Bautzen, at an early hour, there 
is meeting accordingly; not Eomanzof, Soltikof s mes* 
senger, alone, but Zweibriick in person, Daun in person; 
and most earnest cotmsel is held. "A noble Russian 
gentleman sees how my hands are bound," pleads Daun. 
"Will not Excellency Soltikof, who disdains idleness, 
go himself upon Silesia, upon Glogau for instance, and 
grant me a few days?" "No," answers Romanzof; 
"Excellency Soltikof by himself will not. Let Austria 
ftimish Siege- Artillery; daily meal I need not speak of; 
10,000 firesh Auxiliaries beyond those we have: on 
these terms Excellency Soltikof will perhaps try it; 
on lower terms, positively not." "Well then, yes!" 
answers Daun, not without qualms of mind. Daun has 
a horror at weakening himself to that extent; but what 
can he do? "General Campitelli, with the 10,000, let 
him march this night, then; join with General Loudon 
where you please to order: Excellency Soltikof shall 
see that in every point I conform."* — An important 
meeting to us, this at Bautzen; and breaks up the dead- 
lock into three or more divergent courses of activity; 
which it will now behove us to follow, with the best 

* Tempelhof, m. 247-249. 
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brevity attainable. "Bautzen, Saturday 15th September^ 
early in the morning," that is the date of the important 
Colloquy. And precisely eight-and-forty hours before, 
"on Thursday 13th, about 10 a.m.," in the western 
Environs of Quebec, there has fallen out an Event, 
quite otherwise important in the History of Mankind! 
Of which readers shall have some notice, at a time 
more convenient — 

Romanzof returning with such answer, Soltikof 
straightway gathers himself, September 15th-16th, and 
gets on march. To Friedrich's joy; who hopes it may 
be homeward; waits two days at Waldau, for the Yes 
or No. On the second day, alas, it is No: "Groing for 
Silesia, I perceive thither, by a wide sweep northward, 
which they think will be safer! " Upon which Friedrich 
also rises; follows, with another j^nd of speed than 
Soltikof s; and, by one of his swift clutchings, lays hold 
of Sagan, which he, if Soltikof has not, sees to be a key- 
point in this operation. Easy for Soltikof to have seized 
this key-point, key of the real road to Glogau; easy for 
Loudon and the new 10,000 to have rendezvoused there: 
but nobody has thought of doing it. A few Croats were 
in the place, who could make no debate. 

From Sagan Friedrich and Henri are at length in 
free communication; Sagan to the Landskron at Gorlitz 
is some fifty miles of country, now fallen vacant. From 
Henri, from Fouquet (the dangers of Landshut being 
over), Friedrich is getting what reinforcement they can 
spare (September 20th-24th); will then push forward 
again, industriously sticking to the flanks of Soltikof, 
thrusting out stumbling-blocks, making his march very 
uncomfortable. 

Strange to say, from Sagan, while waiting two days 
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fpr these reinforcements, there starts suddenly to view, 
suddenly for Friedrich and ns, an incipient Negotiation 
about Peace! Actual Proposal that way (or aa good 
as actual, so Voltaire thinks it), on the part of Choiseul 
and France; but as yet in Voltaire's name only, by a 
sure though a backstairs channel, of his discovering. 
Of which, and of the much farther corresponding that 
did actually follow on it, we purpose to say something 
elsewhere, at a better time. Meanwhile Voltaire's 
announcement of it to the King has just come in, 
through a fair and high Hand: how Friedrich receiver 
it, what Friedrich's inner feeling is, and has been 
for a fortnight past — Here are some private utter- 
ances of his, throwing a straggle of light on those 
points: 

Four Letters ofFrtedrtch^s (10th-24th September). 

No. 1. "To Prince terdmand (at Berlm)." Poor little 
Ferdinand, the King^s Brother, fallen into bad health, has 
retired from the Wars, and gone to Berlin; miu^ an object* 
of anxiety to the King, who diligently corresponds with the 
dear littfe man, — giving earnest medical advices, and 
^tting Berlin news in return. 



U^n) <* Wunsch went back to Torgau, wlucli St. Andre, witn 
« 14 000 Beichs-people under him, wasforreteking; him too 
"Wunsch beat, took all his tents, kettres, haversacks wid 
#, x^^i- qno nrisoners, six cannon, and some standards. 
SfaunSgwiti^W'^ch: they wUl ma«h on th»M.c 
«*r?r-ifbSck, and retake Dresden" (hopes alw»y«, for • 
" of Zwew!^^' 7: h. v« Dresden back very soon). "I tturt 



"and oar o"" ^ -Zi. 
««end of the Campaign. 



\ 
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"Many compliments to the Prince of Wiirtemberg" 
wounded at Kunersdorf), "and to all our wounded Generals: 
"I hope Seidlitz is now out of danger: that bleeding fit 
" (ebullition de sang) will cure him of the cramp in his jaw. and 
" of his colics ; and as he is in bed, he won't take cold. I hope 
"the viper-broth will do you infinite good; be assiduous in 
"patching your constitution, while there is yet some fine 
"weather left: I dread the winter for you; take a great deal 
"of care against cold. I have still a couple of cruel months 
" ahead of me before ending this Campaign. Within that 
"time, there will be, God knows what upshot."* — This is 
"September 10th:" the day of Captain KoUas's arrival with 
his bad Dresden news; Daun and Soltikof profoundly quiet 
for three days more. 

No. 2. ''To the Duchess of Sachsen-Gotha'* (at Gotha). 
Voltaire has enclosed his Peace-Proposal to that Serene 
Lady, always a friend of Friedrich's and his ; to whom Fried- 
rich, directly on receipt of it, makes answer: 

I 

"Sagan, 22d September 1759. 

"Madame, — I receive on all occasions proofs of your 
*' goodness , to which 1 am as sensible as a chivalrous man can 
*' be. Certainly it is not through your hands , Madame , that 
*'mj; Correspondence with V. (with Voltaire, if one durst 
*' write it in full) " ought to be made to pass ! Nevertheless, in 
*' present circumstances, 1 will presume to beg that you would 
*• forward to him the Answer here enclosed, on which 1 put no 
'' Address. The difficulty of transmitting Letters has made 
" me choose my Brother," Ferdinand, at Berlin, " to have this 
** conveyed to your hand. 




**aiicesof — "F. 



^o. 3. " To Voltaire , at the D^lices " (so her Serene High- 

, s will address it). Here is part of the enclosure to "V". 

F'r'iedrich is all for Peace; but keeps on his guard with such 
XI -^^^nbassador, and writes in a proud, light, only half-believ- 

»^ fityle: 

• iEnvres de Fr^dirk, xxvi. 544. 

^^tMr-Iu^, Frederick the Great. XL ^^ 
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"Sftgan, 22<i September 1759. 

" The Duchess of Sachsen-Gotha sends me your Letter. I 
"never received your * packet of the 29th:' communications 
<' all interrupted here ; with much trouble I get this passed 
'* on to you, if it is happy enough to pass. 

''My position is not so desperate as my enemies give out 
"I expect to finish my Campaign tolerably; my courage is 
"not sunk: — it appears, however, there is talk of Peace. All 
**I can say of positive on this article is, That I have honour 
"for ten; and that, whatever misfortune befal me, Ifeelmy- 
^' self incapable of doing anything to wound , the least in the 
"world, this principle, — which is so sensitive and delicate 
"for one who thinks like a gentleman (pense en preux che- 
^^valier); and so little regarded by rascally politicians, who 
"think like tradesmen. 

"I know nothing of what you have been telling me about" 
(your backstairs channels, your Due de Choiseul and his 
humours): "but for making ±*eace there are two conditions 
"which I never will depart from: 1^. To make it conjointly 
"with my faithful Allies" (Hessen and England; I have no 
other); "2^. to make it honourable and glorious. Observe 
"you, I have still honour remaining; I wifl preserve that, at 
" the price of my blood. 

" If jour people want Peace , let them propose nothing to 
"me which contradicts the delicacy of my sentiments. I am 
"in the convulsions of military operations; I do as the 
"gamblers who are in ill-luck, and obstinately set themselves 
" against Fortune. 1 have forced her to return to me , more 
"than once, like a fickle mistress, when she had run away. 
"My opponents are such foolish people , in the end I bid fair 
"to catch some advantage over them: but, happen what- 
" soever his Sacred Majesty Chance may please, I don't 
" disturb myself about it. Up to this point, I have a clear con- 
" science in regard to the misfortunes that have come to me. 
"As to you , the Battle of Minden , that of Cadiz " (Boscawen 
versusDe la Clue; Toulon Fleet running out, and caught by 
the English , as we saw) , these things perliaps , " and the loss 
"of Canada^ are arguments capable of restoring reason to the 
"French, who had got confused by the Austrian hellebore. 

" This is my way of thinking. You do not find me made 
"of rosewater: but Henri Quatre, Louis Quatorze, — my 
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*' present enemies even, whom I could cite" (Maria Theresa, 
twenty years ago , when your Belleisle set out to cut her in 
Four) , — *' were of no softer temper either. Had I been bom 
**a private man, I would yield everything for the love of 
*^ Peace ; but one has to take the tone of one s position. This 
"is all I can tell you at present. In three or four weeks the 
" ways of correspondence will be freer. — F."* 

No. 4. ^^ To Prince Ferdinand." Two days later: has got 
on foot again, — end of his first march upon Soltikof again: 

^'Baanaa, 24th September 1759. 

"Thank you for the news you send of the wounded 
" Officers," Wtirtemberg, Seidlitz and the others. "You may 
" well suppose that in the pass things are at, I am not without 
"cares, inquietudes, anxieties; it is the frightfullest crisis I 
" have had in my lite. This is the moment for dying unless 
" one conquer. Daun and my Brother Henri are marchintr 
"side by side" (not exactly !ji. "It is possible enough au 
"these Armies may assemble nereabouts, and that a general 
"Battle may decide our fortune and the Peace. Take care of 
"your health, dear Brother. — F."** 

Baunau is on Silesian ^ound, as indeed Sagan itself is ; at 
Baunau, Friedrich already, just on arriving, has done a fine 
move on Soltikof, and surprisingly flung the toll-gate in 
Soltikof s face. As we shall see by and by; — and likewise 
that Prince Henri , who emerges tomorrow morning (Septem- 
ber 25th), has not been "marching side by side with Daun,*' 
bat at a pretty distance from that gentleman! — 

Soltikof is a man of his word; otherwise one sus- 
pects he already saw his Siege of Glogau to be im- 
possible. Eussians are not very skilful at the War- 
minuet: fancy what it will be dancing to such a 
partner! Friedrich, finding they are for Glogau, whisks 
across the Oder, gets there before them: "No Glogau 
for you!" They stand agape for some time; then 
think, "Well then, Breslau!" Friedrich again whisks 

* (Ewrei ie Fiidirlo, xxm. 60, 61. ** Ibid. zzvi. 645. 

1^* 
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across from them, farther up, and is again ahead of 
them when they cross: "No Breslau either 1" In effect 
it is hopeless; and we may leave the two manoeuvering 
in those waste parts, astride of Oder, or on the eastern 
bank of it, tiU a fitter opportunity; and attend to 
Henri, who is now the article in risk. 

Zweibnick's report of himself, on that day of the 
general Colloquy, was not in the way of complaint, 
like that of the Russians, though there did remain dif- 
ficulties. "Dresden gloriously ours; Maguire Governor 
there, and everything secure; upon my honour. But 
in the northwest part, those Fincks and Wunsches, 
Excellenz?" — And the actual truth is, Wunscli has 
taken Leipzig, day before yesterday (September 13th), 
as Daun sorrowfully knows, by news come in over- 
night. And six days hence (September 21st), Finck 
and Wunsch together will do their ^* Action of Korbitz^'' 
and be sending Haddick a bad road I These things 
Zweibrtick knows only in part-, but past experience 
gives him ominous presentiment, as it may well do; 
and he thinks decidedly: "Excellenz, more Austrian 
tr6ops are indispensable there; in fact, your Excel- 
lenz's self, were that possible; which one feels it is 
not, in the presence of these Russians!" 

Russians and Reichsfolk, these are a pair of thumb* 
screws on both thumbs of Daun; screwing the enncta- 
tion out of him; painfully intimating: "Get rid of this 
Prince Henri; you must, you niust!" And, in the 
course of the next eight days, Daun has actually girt 
himself to this great enterprise. Goaded on, I could 
guess, by the "Action of Korbitz" (done on Friday, 
thirty hours ago); the news of which, aud ttat Had- 
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dick, instead of extinguishing Finck, is retreating from 
him upon Dresden, — what a piece of news! thinks 
Dann: "You Zweibriick, Haddick, Maguire and Com- 
pany, you are 36,000 in Saxony; Finck has not 12,000 
in the field: How is this?" — and indignantly dis- 
misses Haddick: "Go, Sir, and attend to your 
health!"* News poignantly astonishing to Daun, as 
would seem; — like an oxgoad in the lazy rear of 
Daun. Certain it is, Daun had marched out to Gt)rlitz 
in collected form; and, on Saturday afternoon, Sep- 
tember 22 ff^ is personally on the Heights (not Moys 
Hill, I should judge, but other points of vision), tak- 
ing earnest survey of Prince Henri's position on tiie 
Landskron there. "Tomorrow morning we attack that 
Camp," thinks Daun; "storm Prince Henri and it: be 
rid of him, at any price!" ** 

"Tomorrow morning," yes: — but this afternoon^ 
and earlier. Prince Henri has formed a great resolution, 
hi8 plans all laid, everything in readiness; and it is 
not here you will find Prince Henri tomorrow. This 
is his famous March of Fifty Hours , this that we are 
now come to; which deserves all our attention, — and 
all Daun's much more! Prince Henri was habitually 
a man cautious in War; not aggressive, like his Bro- 
ther, but defensive, frugal of risks, and averse to the 
lion-springs usual with some people; though capable of 
them, too, in the hour of need. Military men are ftill 
of wonder, at the bold scheme he now fell upon; and 
at his style of executing it. Hardly was Daun gone 
home to his meditations on the storm of the Lands- 

* Tempelhof, m. 276, 258-261. 
** Ibid. ni. 253-256 (for the March now ensuing): m. 228-234, 241-247 
{tor Henri'0 anterior morements). 
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kron tomorrow, and tattoo beaten in Prince Henri's 
Camp there, when, at 8 that Saturday evening, issuing 
softly, with a minimum of noise, in the proper march- 
ing columns, baggage columns, Henri altogether quitted 
this Camp; and vanished like a dream. Into the Night; 
men and goods, every item: — who shall say whither- 
ward? Leaving only a few light people to keep up 
the watch-fires and sentry-cries, for behoof of Daun! 
Let readers here, who are in the secret, watch him a 
little from afar. ' 

Straight northward goes Prince Henri, down Neisse 
Valley, 20 miles or so, to Rothenburg; in columns 
severalfold, with much delicate arranging, which was 
punctually followed: and in the course of tomorrow 
Prince Henri is bivouacked, for a short rest of three 
hours, — hidden in unknown space, 20 miles from 
Daun, when Daun comes marching up to storm him on 
the Landskron! Gone veritably; but whitherward, 
Daun cannot form the least guess. Daun can only 
keep his men under arms there, all day; while his 
scouts gallop far and wide, - — bringing in this false 
guess and the other; and at length returning with the 
eminently false one, misled by some of Henri's baggage- 
columns, which have to go many routes. That the 
Prince is on march for Glogau: — "Gone north-east; 
that way .went his wagons; these we saw with our 
eyes." "North-east? Yes, to Glogau possibly enough," 
thinks Daun: "Or may not he, cunning as he is and 
ftdl of feints, intend a stroke on Bautzen, in my ab- 
sence?" — and hadtens thither again, and sits down 
on the magazine-lid, glad to find nothing wrong there. 

This is all that Daun hears of Henri for the next 
four days. Plenty of bad news from Saxony in these 
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four days: the Finck-Haddick Action of Korbitz, a 
dismal certainty before one started, — and Haddick 
on his road to some Watering Place, by this time! 
But no trace of Henri farther; since that of the wagons 
wending northeast. "Gone to Glogan, to his Brother: 
no use in pushing him, or trying to molest him there ! " 
thinks Daun; and waits, in stagnant humour, chewing 
the cud of bitter enough thoughts, till confirmation of 
that guess arrive: — as it never will in this world! 
Kead an important Note: 

"To northward of Bautzen forty miles, and to westward 
"forty miles, the country is all Daun's; only towards Glogau, 
"with the Russians and Friedrich thereabouts, does it 
"become disputable, or offer Prince Henri any chance. 
"Nevertheless it is not to Glogau, it is far the reverse, that 
' *• the nimble Henri has gone. Kesting himself at Kothenburg 
**' three hours* (speed is of all things the vi tallest). Prince 
"Henri starts again, Sunday afternoon, straight westward 
"this time. Marches, with his best swiftness, with his best 
" arrangements, through many sleeping Villages, to Klitten, 
**not a wakeful one: a march of 18 miles from Kothenburg; 
** — direct for the Saxon side of things, instead of the 
" Silesian , as Daun had made sure. 

"At Klitten, Monday morning, bivouack again, for a 
"few hours, -r- *has no Camp, only waits three hours,* is 
' ' Archenholtz^s phrase : but 1 suppose the meaniug is , Waits 
"till the several Columns , by their calculated routes, have 
"all got together; and till the latest in arriving has had 
*** three hours* of rest, — the earliest having perhaps gone 
'^ on march again , in the interim? There are ^ miles farther, 
"still straight west, to Hoyerswerda, where the outmost 
"Austrian Division is: * Forward towai'Qs that: let us astonish 
" General Wehla and his 3,000, and our March is over I ' All 
"this too Prince Henri manages; never anything more con- 
"summate, more astonishing to Wehla and his Master. 

"Wehla andBrentano, readers perhaps remember them 
"busy, from the Pirna side, at the late Siege of Dresden. 
" Siege gloriously done , Wehla waa ordered to Hoyerswerda^ 
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^'on die north-west froatier; Brentaao toa diffieraitpoiiitii 
^tkat neighbonrliood: where BrenUno escaped rvm, and 
^ shall not be mentioned: bat Wehla saddenlrfoiDid it, and 
^''vill require a word. Wehla« c£ all people cm the War- 
** theatre, had been the least expecting distmbaiicc. He it 
"^^ on the remotest western dank ; to westward of him nodui^ 
^'bat Torgan and the Flnok-Wunsch people, from whom is 
^ small likelihood c( danger: from the eastern what danger 
*^can there be? A Letter of Daons, some daja ago, had 
^expressh- informed him that, to all aj^earancey thoe was 
"none. 

"And now saddenlj. on the Tnesdar morning. What is 
*" this ? Prussians reported to be Tisible'in Ae Woods ! ' Im- 
'•po«5sible!' answered Wehla: — did get readv, howcTer, 
"^ what he eonld ; Ooat Regiments, pieces of Artillery behind 
** the Lister River and on good points: labouring more and 
^'more diligently . as the news proved true. Bat all his 
*^ efforts were to no pnrpose. Genera! Lentnhis with his 
'*Pmss:ans ^the mate Swiss Lentnhis. whom we sometimes 
^^meet . who has theVangoard this day. comes streaming 
^'oat of the woods, across the obstacles:* cannonades Wehla 
^both on front and rear: entfrelr swallows Wehla and 
*-Corps: eOO killed: the General Tiimself, with 28 Keld- 
^ Officers, and of snbaltems and f^rates l,?^, falling 
^pris(»iers to ns : and the remainder scattered on the winds, 
**goIloping each his own road towards covert and a new form 
'^of life. Wehla is eaten, in this manner, Tnesday Sep- 
^tember ^th: — metaphorioallT speaking. &e Much of 
** Fifty Hoars ends in a comf<iHtai>le ftr*>fbla meal (militai^- 
^cannibal, as well as of common cnlinazy meat), and m 
*' well-deserred rest" * 

The tnniing-pobit of tibe Camyign is reckoned to 
be this March ofHenrTs: one. of the most extrmordinaiy 
on record. Prince Henri had a rery £ist March mto 
these ^esian-Laiisita Conntries, earir in Jnhr,** and 
another Terr last, from Bantnn, to intcnect with 
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Schmottseifen , in the end of July: but these were as 
nothing compared with the present. Tempelhof , the 
excellent solid man, — but who puts all things, big 
and little, on the same level of detail, and has un- 
paralleled methods of arranging (what he reckons to 
be "arranging"), and no vestige of index, — is dis- 
tressingly obscure on this grand Incident ; but at length, 
on compulsion, does yield clear account.* In Archen- 
holtz it is not dated at all; who merely says as follows: 
*'Most extraordinary march ever made; went through 
"50 miles of Country wholly in the Enemy's pos- 
" session; lasted 56 hours, in which long period there 
"was no camp pitched, and only twice a rest of three 
"hours allowed the troops. During the other 50 hours 
"the march, day and night, continually proceeded. 
"Ended {no date) in surprise of General Wehla at 
"Hoyerswerda, cutting up $00 of his soldiers, and 
"taking 1,800 prisoners. Kalkreuth, since so famous," 
in the Anti-Napoleon Wars, "was the Prince's Ad- 
"jutant"** 

This is probably Prince Henri's cleverest feat, — : 
though he did a great many of clever; and his Brother 
used to say, glancing towards him, "There is but one 
of us that never committed a mistake." A highly in* 
genious dextrous little man in affairs of War, sharp as 
needles, vehement but cautious; though of abstruse 
temper, thin-skinned, capricious, and giving his Bro- 
ther a great deal of trouble with his jealousies and 
shrewish whims. By this last consummate little opera- 
tion he has astonished Daun as much as anybody ever 
did; shorn his elaborate tissue of cunctations into ruii) 

* Tempelhof, m. 253-258. ** ArchenhoUs, x. 426. 
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and collapse at one stroke; and in effect, as tarns out, 
wrecked his campaign for this Year. 

Daun finds there is now no hope of Saxony, unless 
he himself at once proceed thither. At once thither; 

— and leave Glogau and the Russians to their luck, 

— which in such case, what is it like to be? Probably, 
to Daun's own view, ominous enough; but he has no 
alternative. To this pass has the March of Fifty 
Hours brought us. There is such a thing as being to(\ 
cunctatory, is not there, your Excellency? Every 
mortal, and more especially every Feldmarschall ought 
to strike the iron while it is hot. The remainder of 
this Campaign, we will hope, can be made intelligible 
in a more summary manner. 

Friedrich manages (Septepiber 24th — October 24th) 
to get the Russians sent home; and Himself falls lamed 

with Gout, 

Friedrich's manoeuvres against Soltikof, — every 
reader is prepared to hear that Soltikof was rendered 
fatile by them; and none but military readers could 
take delight in the details. Two beautiful short cuts 
he made upon Soltikof; pulled him up both times in 
mid career, as with hard check-bit. The first time was 
at Z5belwitz: September 24th , Friedrich cut across from 
Sagan, which is string to bow of the Russian march; 
posted himself on the Heights of Zbbelwitz , of Baunau, 
Milkau (at Baunau Friedrich will write a Letter this 
night, if readers bethink themselves; Milkau is a place 
he may remember for rain-deluges, in the First Silesian 
War*): "Let the Russians, if they now dare, try the 

• Supr&t Tol. IV. p. 202. 
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Pass of Neustadtel here!" A fortunate hour, when he 
got upon this ground. Quartermaster-General Stoffel, 
our old Ciistrin acquaintance, is found marking out a 
Camp with a view to that Pass of NeustKdtel; * is 
greatly astonished to find the Prussian Army emerge 
on him there; and at once vanishes, with his Hussar- 
Cossack retinues. "September 24th," it is while Prince 
Henri was on the last moiety of his March of Fifty 
Hours. This severe twitch flung Soltikof quite out 
from Glogau, — was like to fling him home altogether, 
had it not been for Montalembert's eloquence; — did 
fling him across the Oder. Where, again thanks to 
Montalembert, he was circling on with an eye to Breslau, 
when Friedrich, by the diameter, suddenly laid bridges, 
crossed at Koben, and again brought Soltikof to halt, 
as by turnpike suddenly shut: "Must pay first; must 
beat us first!" 

These things had raised Friedrich's spirits not a 
little. Getting on the Heights of Z5belwitz, he was 
heard to exclaim, "This is a lucky day; worth more 
to me than a battle with victory." ** Astonishing how 
he blazed out again, quite into his old pride and 
effulgence, after this, says Retzow. Had been so meek, 
80 humbled, and even condescended to ask advice or 
opinion from some about him. Especially "from two 
Captains," says the Opposition Ketzow, whose heads 
were nearly turned by this sunburst from on high. 
Captain Marquart and another, — I believe, he did 
employ them about Routes and marking of Camps, 
which Retzow calls consulting: a King fallen tragically 
scarce of persons to consult; all his Winterfelds/Schwe- 

* Tempelhof, m. 293 ; Retzow, n. 163. 
** RetxoTTi n. 163. 
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rins, Keiths, and Council of Peers now vanislied, and 
nothing but some intelligent-looking Captain Marquart, 
or the like, to consult: — of which Retzow, in his 
splenetic Opposition humour, does not see the tragedy, 
but rather the comedy: how the poor Captains found 
their favour to be temporary, conditional, and had to 
collapse again. One of them wrote an ''''Essay on the 
Coup'cTcBil Militaire^*'' over which Retzow pretends to 
weep. This was Friedrich's marginal Note upon the 
Ms., when submitted to his gracious perusal: "You {Er) 
"will do better to acquire the Art of marking Camps 
"than to write upon the Military Stroke of Eye." Beauti- 
fully written too, says Retzow, but what, in the eyes 
of this King, is beautiful writing, to knowing your 
business well? No friend he to writing, unless yon 
have got something really special, and urgent to be 
written. 

Friedrich crossed the Oder twice. Took Soltikof 
on both sides of the Oder, cut him out of this fond ex- 
pectation, then of that; led him, we perceive, a bad 
life. Latterly the scene was on the right bank: So- 
phienthal, Kbben, Hermstadt and other poor places, — 
on that big eastern elbow, where Oder takes his final 
bend, or farewell of Poland. Ground, naturally, of 
some interest to Friedrich: ground to us unknown; but 
known to Friedrich as the ground where Karl XII. 
gave Schulenburg his beating,* which produced the 
"beautiful retreat" of Schulenburg. The old Feld- 
marochall Schulenburg whom we used to hear of once, 



* '*NeMr Qahrau" (while chasing Angaat the Strong and him oat of 
Poland), **12th October 1704:" vague account of it, dateleea, and as good 
as placelest, in Voltaire {Charles Douze, Ut. m.), (Euvres, xxx. 148-6. 
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— whose Nephew, a pipeclayed litde gentleman, was 
well known to Friedrich and us. 

For the rest, I do not think he feels this ontman- 
ceuvering of the Russians very hard work. Already, 
from Zobelwitz Country, 25th September, day of Henri 
at Hoyerswerda, Friedrich had written to Fouquet: 
"With 21,000, your beaten and maltreated Servant has 
"hindered an Army of 50,000 from attacking him, and 
"compelled them to retire on Neusatzl" Evidently 
much risen in hope; and Henri's fine news not yet come 
to hand. By degrees, >Soltikof, rendered futile, got 
very angry, especially when Daun had to go for Saxony. 
"Meal was becoming impossible, at any rate," whimpers 
Daun: "Oh Excellency, do but consider, with the noble- 
ness natural to you ! Our Court will cheerfully furnish 
money, instead of meal." — "Money? My people can- 
not eat money!" growled Soltikof, getting more and 
more angry, threatening daily to march for Posen and 
his own meal-stores. What a time of it has Montalem- 
bert, has the melancholy Loudon, with temper so 
hot! 

At Sophienthal, October 10th, Friedrich falls iU of 
gont; — absolutely lamed; for three weeks, cannot stfar 
from his room. Happily the outer problem is becoming 
easier and easier; almost bringing its own solution. At 
Sophienthal the lame Friedrich takes to writing about 
Cliarles XIL and his Military Character^' — not a very 
illuminative Piece, on the first perusal, but I intend to 
read it again;* — which at least helps him tp pass the 
time. Soltikof, more and more straitened, meal itself 
running low, gets angrier and angrier. His treatment 

• RiflexioM sur les latens militaires et sur le caractire de Charles III. 
((EiivHm de PrMirio, yu. 68-88). 
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of the Countiy, Montalembert rather enconraging, is 
described as "horrible." One day he takes the whim, 
whim or little more, of seizing Hermstadt; a small 
Town, between the Two Armies, where the Prussians 
have a Free-Battalion. The Prussian Battalion resists; 
drives Soltikofs people back. "Never mind," think 
they: "a place of no importance to us; and Excellency 
Soltikof has ridden elsewhither." By ill-luck, in the 
afternoon, Excellency Soltikof happened to mention 
the place again. Hearing that the Prussians still have 
it, Soltikof mounts into a rage; summons the place, 
with answer still No; thereupon orders instant bom- 
bardment of it, fiery storms of grenadoes for it; and 
has the satisfaction of utterly burning poor Hermstadt; 
the Prussian Free-Corps still continuing obstinate. It 
was Soltikofs last act in those parts, and betokens a 
sulphurous state of humour. 

Next morning (October 24th), he took the road for 
Posen, and marched bodily home.* Home verily, in 
spite of Montalembert and all men. "And for me, 
what orders has Excellency?" Loudon had anxiously 
inquired, on the eve of that event "None whatever!" 
answered Excellency: "Do your own pleasure; go 
whithersoever seems good to you." And Loudon had 
to take a wide sweep round, by Kalish, through the 
western parts of Poland; and get home to the Troppau- 
Teschen Country, as he best could. 

By Kalish, by Czenstochow, Cracow, poor Loudon 
had to goj a dismal march of 300 miles or more, — 
waited on latterly by Fouquet, with Werner, Goltz and 
others, on the Silesian Border; whom Friedrich had 
ordered thither for such end. Whom Loudon skilfully 

** Tempelho^ m. 299, 291-800 (general account} abondanUy minute). 
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avoided to fight; having already, by desertion and by 
hardships , lost half his men on the road. Glad enough 
to get home and under roof, with his 20,000 gone to 
10,000 ; and to make bargain with Fouquet : "Truce, then,^ 
through Winter; neither of us to meddle with the other, 
unless after a fortnight's warning given."* November 1.9f, 
a month before this, the King, carried on a litter by his 
soldiers, had quitted Sophienthal; and, crossing the 
River by Kbben, got to Glogau. ** The greater part 
of his force, 13,000 under HiQsen, he had immediately 
sent on for Saxony; he himself intending to wait re- 
covery in Glogau, with this Silesian wing of the busi- 
ness happily brought to finis for the present. 

On the Saxon side, too, affairs are in such a course 
that the King can be patient at Glogau till he get welL 
Everything is prosperous in Saxony since that March 
on Hoyerswerda; Henri, with hisFincks and Wunsches, 
beautifully posted in the Meissen-Torgau region; no 
dislodging of him, let Daun, with his big mass of 
forces, try as he may. Daun, through the month of 
October, is in various Camps, in Schilda last of all: 
Henri successively in two ; in Strehla for some ten days ; 
then in Torgau for about three weeks, carefully en- 
trenched,*** — where traces of. him will turn up (not 
too opportunely) next year. Daun, from whatever 
Camp, goes labouring on this side and on that; on 
every side the deft Henri is as sharp as needles; no- 
thing to be made of him by the cunning movements and 



• Tempelhof, in. 828-331. •* ROdenbeck, i. 396. 

Tempelbof, in. 276, 281, 284 (Henri in Strehla, October 4th-17tb; 
thence to Torgau: 22d October, Daun "quits his Camp of Belgem," Cor 
that of Sobilda, which was his last in those parts). 
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iHoitrivaiices of Daun. Very fine manoeuvering it was, 
iMip^tcially on Henri's part; a charm to the soldier mind; 
— ^ven minutely in Tempelhof , and capable of being 
ibllowed (if you have Maps and Patience) into the last 
details. Instructive really to the soldier; — but must 
be, almost all, omitted here. One beautiM slap to 
Duke d'Ahremberg (a poor old friend of Daunts and 
ours) we will remember: "Action of Pretsch" they call 
it; defeat, almost capture of poor D'Ahremberg; who 
had been sent to dislodge the Prince, by threatening 
his supplies, and had wheeled, accordingly, eastward, 
wide away; but, to his astonishment, found, after a 
march or two, Three select Prussian Corps emerging 
on him, by front, by rear, by flank, with Horse-artil- 
lery (quasi-miraculous) bursting out on hilltops, too, — 
and, in short, nothing for it but to retreat, or indeed 
to run, in a considerably ruinous style: poor D'Ahrem- 
berg!* On the whole, Daun is reduced to a panting 
condition; and knows not what to do. His plans were 
intrinsically bad, says Tempelhof; without beating 
Henri in battle, which he cannot bring himself to at- 
tempt, he, in all probability, will, were it only for dif- 
ficulties of the commissariat kind, have to fall back 
Dresden- ward , and altogether take himself away. ** 

After this sad slap at Pretsch, Daun paused for 
consideration; took to palisading himself to an extra- 
ordinary degree, slashing the Schilda Forests almost 
into ruin for this end; and otherwise sat absolutely 
quiet. Little to be done but take care of oneself. Daun 
knows withal of Htilsen^s impending advent with the 

* Seyfarth {Beylagen, n. 634-637), "Bofbencht von der am 29. October, 
1769 bey Meuro^ (chiefly bey Pretsch) "vorgeftUlenen Action;^ ib. n. 64311. 
"^ Tempelhof, ni. 287-289. 
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Silesian 13,000; — November 2d, Hulsen is actually 
at Miiskau, and his 13,000 magnified by rumour to 
20^000. Hearing of which, Daun takes tie road (No- 
vember 4th); quits his gloriously palisaded Camp of 
Schilda; feels that retreat on Dresden, or even home to 
Bohemia altogether, is the one course left. 

And now, the important Bautzen Colloquy of Sa- 
turday September Ibth ^ having here brought its three or 
more Courses of Activity to a pause , — we will glance 
at the far more important Thursday 13^A, other side 
the Ocean: 

Above Quebec J Night of September 12- 13th, In profound 
silence, on the stream of the St. Lawrence far away, a 
notable adventure is going on. Wolfe, from two points well 
above Quebec ("As a last shift, we will try that way"), with 
about 5,000 men, is silently descending m raffcs: with pur- 
pose to climb the Heights somewhere on this side the City, 
and be in upon it, if Fate will. An enterprise of almost 
sublime nature ; very great, if it can succeed. The cliffs all 
beset to his left hana, Montcalm in person guarding Quebec 
with his main strength. 

Wolfe silently descends ; mind made up ; thoughts hushed 
quiet into one great thought; in the ripple of the perpetual 
waters, under the grim cliffs and the eternal stars. Con- 
versing with his people, he was heard to recite some pas- 
sages of Gray's Elegy, lately come out to those parts; of 
which, says an ear- witness , he expressed his admiration to 
an enthusiastic degree: "Ah, these are tones of the Eternal 
Melodies, are not they? A man might thank Heaven had 
he such a gift; almost as we might for succeeding here. Gen- 
tlemen!"* Next morning (Thursday 13th September 1759), 

* Professor Robison, then a Nayy-Iieutenant, in the raft along with 
Wolfe, afterwards a well-known Professor of Natural Philosophy at Edin- 
burgh , was often heard , by persons whom I have heard again, to repeat 
this Anecdote. See Playfair, Biographical Account of Professor Robison, — 
in Transactions of Royia Society of Edinburgh, yu. 495 et seq. 

Carlyle, Frederick the Great. XL 17 
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Wolfe, with his 5,000, is found to have scrambled up by 
some woody Neck ui the heights , which was not quite pre- 
cij^itous; has trailed one cannon with him, the seamen busy 
brmging up another; and by 10 of the clock, stands ranked 
(really somewhat in the-Friedrichway, though on a small 
scale); ready at all points for Montcalm, but refusing to be 
over-ready. 

Montcalm, on first hearing of him, had made haste: 
"Ottt, je les vols ou Us ne doivent pas etre; je vais les ecraser 
(to smasb them)!** said he, by way of keeping his {>eople in 
heart. And marches up, .beautifully skilful, neglecting none 
of his advantages. Has numerous Canadian sharpshooters, 
preliminary Indians in the bushes, with a provoking ^e: 
"Steady!* orders Wolfe; "from you, not one shot till they 
"are within thirty yards." And Montcalm, volleying and 
advancing, can get no response, more than from Druidic 
stones; tUl at thirty yards, the stones became vocal, — and 
continue so at a dreadful rate; and, uiaspace of seventeen 
minutes, have blown Montcalm's regulars, and the gallant 
Montcalm himself, and their second in command, and their 
third, into ruin and destruction. In about seven minutes 
more, the agony was done;* "English falling on with the 
bayonet, Highlanders with the claymore;'* fierce pursuit, 
route total: — and Quebec and Canada as good as finished. 
The thing is yet well known to every Englishman ;* and how 
Wolfe himself died in it, his beautiful death. 

Truly a bit of right soldierhood, this Wolfe. Manages 
his small resources in a consummate manner; invents, con- 
trives, attempts and reattempts, irrepressible by difficulty 
or discouragement. How could a Friedrich himself have 
managed this Quebec in a more artistic way? The small 
Battle itself, 5,000 to a side , .and such odds of Savagery and 
Canadians, reminds you of one of Friedrich*s: wise arrange- 

* The military details of it seem to be very ill known (witness Colonel 
Beatson^s otherwise rather carefkil Pamphlet, The Plains of Abraham, writ- 
ten quite lately, which we are soon to cite farther) ; and they wonld well 
deserve describing, in the Sefffarth-Beylagen, or even in the Tempelhofyvtiyi 
— could an English Officer, on the spot as this Colonel was, be found to do 
it! — Details are in Beatson (quite another **Beat8on") , Naval and Military 
History, n. 900-308 ; in Gentleman's Magazine for 1759, the Despatches and 
particulars: see also Walpole, George the Second, ui. 217-222. 
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ments; exact foresight, preparation corresponding; caution 
with audacity; inflexible discipline, silent till its time come, 
and then blazing out as we see. The prettiest soldiering I 
hare heard of among the English for several generations. 
Amherst, Commander-in-chief, is diligently noosing, and 
tying up, the French military settlements, Niagara, Ti- 
conderago; Canada all round: out this is the heart or wind- 
pipe of it; keep this Arm , and , in the circumstances, Canada 
18 yours. 

Colonel Beatson, in his recent Pamphlet, The Plains of 
Abraham y — which, especially on the military side, is dis- 
tressingly ignorant and shallow, though not intentionally 
incorrect anywhere , — gives Extracts from a Letter of Mont- 
calm's ( " Quebec , 24th August 1759" ) , which is highly worth 
reading, had we room. It predicts to a hairsbreadth , not 
only the way "M. Wolfe, if he understands his trade, will 
"take to beat and ruin me if we meet in fight;" but also, — 
with a sagacity singular to look at, in the years 1775-7, and 
perhaps still more in the years 1860-3, — what will be the 
consequences to those unruly English, Colonial and other. 
"If he beat me here, France has lost America utterly," 
thinks Montcalm: "Yes; — and one's onljr consolation is, 
"In ten years farther, America will be m revolt against 
"England!" Montcalm's style of writing is not exemplary; 
but his power of faithful observation, his sagacity, and talent 
of prophecy are so considerable , we are tempted to give the 
^mssima verba of his long Letter in regard to those two points, 
— the rather as it seems to have fallen much out of sight in 
our day: 

Montcalm to a Cousin in France. 

"Camp before Quebec, 24th AugniBt 1759. • 

*^Monsieur et cher Cousin, — Here I am, for more than 
"three months past, at handgrips with M. Wolfe 5 who ceases 
"not day or night to bombard Quebec, with a rai^ which is 
"almost imexamj^led in the Siege of a Place one intends to 
"retain affcer taking it." . . . "Will never take it in that 
"way, however, by attacking from the River or south shore; 
"only ruins us, but does not enrich himself. Not an indi 
^' nearer his object than he was three months ago ; and in one 

IT* . 
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'^ month more the eqainoctial storms will blow his Fleet and 
"him away. — Quebec, then, and the preservation of the 
"Colony, you think, must be as good as safe?" "Alas, the 
"fact is far otherwise. The capture of Quebec depends on 
"what we call a stroke-of-hand" — (But let us take to the 
Original now, for Prediction First) : — 

''''La prise de Quebec depend dun coup de main. Les Anglais 
^'•sont maitres de la rivikre: ils n^ont qu'cl effectuer une descente 
"swr la rive oil cette Ville, sans fortifications etsans defense, est 
^^situ^e. Les voila en 4tat de me presenter la hataUle; que je ne 
^''pourrais plus refuser , et que je ne deorais pas gagner, M. 
^^ Wolfe, en effet, sHl entend son metier, n*a qu^a essuyer le 
^''premier feu, venir ensmte a grands pas sur monarmie, faU'e 
"a bout portant sa decharge; mes Canadiens, sans discipline, 
^^sourds a la voix du tambour et des instrumens militaires, 
^^ddranges par cette escarre, ne sauront plus reprendre leurs 
^*-rangs. lis sont dailleurs sans baionnettes pour repondre h 
^^celles de Pennemi: il ne leur reste qu*a fuir, — et me voilh 
" battu sans resource.^ ( This is a curiously exact Prediction I) 
"*I won't survive, however; defeat here, in this stage of 
"*our affairs, means loss of America altogether: "tY est des 
^^ situations oii il ne reste plus a un General que de pMr avec 
^^honneur.*^ — "il/es seniimens sont fran^ais, et ils le seront 
^^jusque dans le tombeau, si dans le tombeau on est encore quelque 
" chose. 

"J(3 me consolerai du moins de ma defaite, et de la perte de 
^*'la Colonic, par Tintime persuasion ou je suis^ ^Prediction 
Second, which is still more curious) ; " que cette dijaite vaudra, 
"itfi jour, a ma Patrie plus qu^une victoire; et que le vainqueur, 
"en s'agrandissant, trouverait (sic) un tombeau dans son agran" 
" dissement meme. 

"Ce que favance id, mon cher Cousin, vous parattra un 
^^paradoxe: mats un moment de reflexion politique, un coup 
^^dmil sur la situation des choses en Am^rique, et la verity de 
^'•mon opinion brillera dans tout son jour.^* * Nobody will obey, 
'unless necessity compel him: voila les hommes; gine of any 
*kind a nuisance to them; and of all men in the world les 
* Anglais are the most impatient of obeying anybody.' ^^Mais 
"«2 ce sont-lh les Anglais de V Eur ope, cest encore plus les 
^^ Anglais dAm^rique. Unegrande partie de ces Colons sont les 
^^ en fans de ces hommes qui s'expatri^ent dans ces temps de 
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^^ trouble oil Fancienne Angleierre, en proie aux divisions^ dtcdt 
^^aitaquee dans ses privileges et droits; et oiler ent chercher en 
''^Amerique une ierre ou ils pUssent vivre et mourir libres et 
^^presque independants : — et ces enfans n^ont pas d4g4nere des 
^^aentvmens republicains de leurs ph^es. D'autres sont des 
^hommes ennemis de tout frein, de tout assuj^tissement , que le 
^'' gouvernement y a transport^ pour leurs crimes, D'autres^ 
^'•enfin, sont un ramas de differentes nations de V Eur ope, qui 
^^tiennent trh-peu h Vandenne Angleterre par le ccsur et le 
^^ sentiment; tous, en genial, ne se soucient guhres du Roi ni du 
^^Parlement d^ Angleterre. 

"Jc les connais Men , — non sur des rapports Strangers, mats 
"sur des correspondances et des informations secretes, que fai 
^^moi-meme menagdes; et dont, un jour, si Dieu me prete vie, 
"^c pourrai faire usage h tavantage de ma Patrie. Pour sur^ 
^^croit de honheur pour eux, tous ces Colons sont parvenues, 
^^dans un ^tat tres-florissant ; ils sont nombreux et riches: — ila 
**" recueillent dans le sein de leur patrie toutes les n^cessit^s de la 
"rte. Vandenne Angleterre a 6te assez sotte, et assez dupe, 
^^pourleurlaisserdtabUrchezeux les arts, les metiers, lesmanu" 
^^factures: — &est a dire, qu'elle leur a .laissi briser la chaine de 
^^besoins qui les liait, qui les atiachait a elle, et qui les fait 
*''' dependants. Aussi toutes ces Colonies Anglaises auraient-elles 
^^depuis long-temps secou^ le joug , chaque province aurait form4 
^^une petite rdpublique inddpendante, si la crainte de voir les 
^^Frangais h leur porte n*avait dte un frein qui les avait retenu. 
^^Maitres pour maitres, ils ont prefer^ leurs compatriotes aux 
^^etrangers; prenant cependant pour maxime de n^ob^ir que le 
^*-moins quHls pourraient. Mais que le Canada vint ci etre conquis, 
"tff que les Canadiens et ces Colons ne fussent plus qu^une seul 
^'•peuple, — et la premiere occasion ou Vandenne Angleterre 
^^semblerait toucher a leurs intdrets, croyez-vous, mon cher 
" Cousin, que ces Colons obHrontf Et qu^auraient-ils a craindre 
*^enser^oltantV* * * ^^ Je suis si sHr de ce que f^cris, que 
"^'e ne donneraia pas dix arts apres la conquete au Canada pour 
"«fi voir Caccomplissement. 

"Fot/a ce que, comme Fran^ais, me console aujourd^hui du 
"danger imminent, que court ma Patrie, de voir cette Colonik, 
"perdue pour elle.*** 

* InBeataon, Lieateiiftxit-CoIoiielR.E., The Plains of Jt 
originai and selecied (Gibraltar, Garrison Library PreM,18oS)» 
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Montcalm had been in the Belleisle Retreat from 
Praq (December 1742); in the terrible Exilles Business 
(July 1747), where the Chevalier de Belleisle and 4 or 
5,000 lost their lives in about an hour. Captain Cook 
was at Quebec, Master in the Royal Navy; "sounding 
the River, and putting down buoys." Bougainville, 
another famous Navigator, was Aide-de-Camp of Mont- 
calm. There have been far-sounding Epics built to- 
gether on less basis than lies ready here, in this Cap* 
tare of Quebec; — which itself, as the Decision that 
America is to be English and not French, is surely an 
Epoch in World-History! Montcalm was forty-eight 
when he perished; Wolfe, thirty-three. Montcalm^s 
skull is in the Ursulines Convent at Quebec, — shown 
to the idly curious to this day.* 

It was on October 17th, — while Friedrich lay at 
Sophienthal, lamed of gout, and Soltikof had privately 
fixed for home (went that day week), — that this 
gjorious bit of news reached England. It was only 
three days after that other, bad and almost hopeless 
news, from the same quarter; news of poor Wolfe's 
Repulse, on the other or eastern side of Quebec, July 
31st, known to us abeady, not known in England till 
October 14th. Heightened by such contrast, the news 
filled all men with a strange mixture of emotions. 
"The incidents of Dramatic Fiction," says one who 
was sharer in it, "could not have been conducted with 
"more address to lead an audience from despondency 
"to sudden exultation, than Accident had here pre- 

Extract from " Let Ires de M, le Marquis de Montcalm d MM. De fierrj/cr et De 
*'la MoU: 1757-1759 (Londres, 1777),''— which is not in the British-Masenm 
Library, on applying; and seems to be a forgotten Book. 
* Lieutenant-Colonel Beatson, pp. 88, 16. 
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pared to excite the passions of a whole People. They 
"despaired; they triumphed; and they wept, — for 
"Wolfe had fallen in the hour of victory I Joy, grief, 
"curiosity, astonishment, were painted in every eounte- 
" nance: the more they inquired, the higher their ad- 
" miration rose. Not an incident but was heroic and 
"affecting."* America ours; but the noble Wolfe now 
not I 

What Pitt himself said of these things, we do not 
much hear. On the meeting of his Parliament, about 
a month hence, his Speech, somebody havin? risen to 
congratulate a^d eulo^se him, is still reco^isably of 
royal quality, if we evoke it from the Walpole Notes. 
Very modest, very noble, true; and with fine pieties 
and magnanimities delicately audible in it: "Not a 
"week all Summer but has been a crisis, in which I 
"have not known whether I should not be torn to 
"pieces, instead of being commended, as now by the 
"Honourable Member. The hand of Divine Providence; * 
"the more a man is versed in business, the more he 
"everywhere traces that!" . . . "Success has given us 
"unanimity, not unanimity success. For my own poor 
"share, I could not have dared as I have done, except 
"in these times. Other jyinisters have hoped as well, 
"but have not been so circumstanced to dare so much." 
. . • ^^I think the stone almost rolled to the top of the 
"hill; but let us have a care; it may rebound, and 
"hideously drag us down with it again."** 

The essential truth, moreover, is, Pitt has become 
King of England; so lucky has poor England, in its 
hour of crisis, again been. And the difference between 
an England guided by some kind of Friedrich (tempo- 

* Walpole, m. 219. •• Ibid, m, 825; Thaekenj, z. 446. 
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rary Friedricli, absolute, though of insecure tenure), 
and by a Newcastle and the Clack of Tongues, is Very 
great! But for Pitt, there had been no Wolfe, no Am- 
herst*, Duke Ferdinand had been the Eoyal Highness 
of Cumberland, — and all things going round him in 
St Vitus, at their old rate. This man is a King, for 
the time being, — King really of the Friedrich type; 
— and rules, Friedrich himself not more despotically, 
where need is. Pitt's War-Offices, Admiralties, were 
not of themselves quick-going entities; but Pitt made 
them go. Slow-paced Lords in Office have remonstrated, 
on more than one occasion: "Impossible, Sir; these 
things cannot be got ready at the time you order!" 
"My Lord, they indispensably must," Pitt would 
answer (a man always reverent of coming facts, know- 
ing how inexorable they are); and if the Negative 
continued obstinate in argument, he has been faiown 
to add: "My Lord, to the King's service, it is a fixed 
necessity of time. Unless the time is kept, I will im- 
peach your Lordship!" Your Lordship's head will 
come to lie at your Lordship's feet! Figure a poor 
Duke of Newcastle, listening to such a thing; — and 
knowing that Pitt will do it; and that he can, such is 
his favour with universal England; — and trembling 
and obeying. War-requisites for land and for sea are got 
ready with a Prussian punctuality, — at what nmltiple^ 
of the Prussian expense, is a smaller question for Pitt 
It is about eighteen months ago that Pownal, Gov- 
ernor of New England, a kind of half-military person, 
not without sound sense, though sadly intricate of utte^ 
ance, — of whom Pitt, just entering on Office, has, I 
suppose, asked an opinion on America, as men do of 
Learned Counsel on an impending Lawjsuit of magnitude, 
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— had answered, in his long-winded, intertwisted, 
nearly inextricable way, to the effect , "Sir, I incline 
to fear, on the whole, that the Action will not lie, — 
that, on the whole, the French will eat America from 
ns in spite of onr teeth."* January 15th, 1758, that 
is the Pownal Opinion-of-Connsel; — and on September 
13th, 1759, this is what we have practically come to- 
And on September 7th, 1760, within twelve months 
more, — Amherst, descending the Eapids from Ticon- 
derago side, and two other little Armies, ascending 
from Quebec and Louisburg, to meet him at Montreal, 
have proved punctual almost to an hour; and are in 
condition to extinguish, by triple pressure (or what we 
called noosing), the French Governor-General in Mon- 
treal, a Monsieur de Yaudreuil, and his Montreal and 
his Canada altogether; and send the French bodily 
home out of those Continents.** Which may dispense 
us from speaking farther on the subject 

From the Madras region, too, from India and out- 
rageous Lally, the news are good. Early in Spring 
last, poor Lally, — a man of endless talent and courage, 
but of dreadfully emphatic loose tongue, in fact of a 
blazing ungovemed Irish turn of mind, — had instantly, 
on sight of some small Succours from Pitt, to raise his 
siege of Madras, retire to Pondichery; and, in fact, go 
plunging and tumbling downhill, he and his India with 
him^, at an ever-faster rate, till they also had got to 
the Abyss. "My policy is in these five words. No 
Englishman in this Peninsula^'^ wrote he, a year ago, on 
landing in India; and now it is to be No Frenchman^ 

* In Thackeray, n. 421-452, Pownars Intiieate Report (his " Dincmtrte,^* 
or whatever he calls it, **on the Defence of the Inland Frontiere/* his 4c* 
&o.), of date "15th January 17.58." 

** Capitulation between Amherst and Vandrenil '("Montreal, 8th Sep* 
tember 1760"), in 55 Articles: in Beatson, ill. 274-288.' 
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and there is one word in the five to be altered! — Of 
poor Lally, zealous and furious over-much, and nearly 
the most unfortunate and worst-used "man of genius" 
I ever read of, whose lion-like struggles against French 
Official people, and against Pitt's Captains and their 
sea-fights and siegings, would deserve a volume to 
themselves, we have said, and can here say, as good 
as nothing, — except that they all ended, for Lally 
and French India, in total surrender, 16th January 
1761; and that Lally, some years afterwards, for toils 
imdergone and for services done, got, when accounts 
came to be liquidated, death on the scaffold. Dates I 
give below.* "Gained Fontenoy for us," said many 
persons; — undoubtedly gained various things for us, 
fought for us Berserkir-like on all occasions; hoped, in 
the end, to be Mar^chal ,de France, and undertook a 
Championship of India, which issues in this way! 
America and India, it is written, are both to be Pitt's. 
Let both, if possible, remain silent to us henceforth. 

As to the Invasion-of-£ngland Scheme, Pitt says 
he does {not expect the French will invade us^ but if 
they do, he is ready.** 

* ^th April 1758, Lands at Pondichery ; instantly proceeds upon Fort 
St. David. 2d Jane 1758, Takes it: meant to have gone now on Madras; 
but finds he has no money; — g^es extorting money from Blaok Potentates 
about, Rt^ah of Travancore, &c., in a violent and extraordinary style ; and 
can get little. Nevertheless, 14th December 1758, Lays Siege to Madras. 

16th February 1759, Is obliged to quit trenches at Madras, and retire 
dismally upon Pondichery, — to mere indigence, mutiny (''ten mutinies"), 
Official conspiracy, and chaos come again. . 

23d January 1760, Makes outrosh on Wandewash, and the English 
posted there; is beaten, driven back into Pondichery. April 1760, Is 
beeieged in Pondichery. 16th January 1761, Is taken, Pondichery, French 
India, and he; — to Madras he, lest the French Official party kill him', as 
they attempt to do. 

23d September 1761, Arrives, prisoner, in England; thence, on parole, 
to France and Paris, 81st October. November W62, To Bastille : waits trial 
nineteen months; trial lasts two years. 6th May 1766, To be behBaded, — 
9th May, was. See Beatson, ii. 369-372, 96-110, &c. ; Voltaire (FrngmenU 
»w I'Inde) in (Euvres, xxix. 183-963; Biographic Universelle, % Lally. 
** Speech, 4th November, supra. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

FBIEPRICH RBAPPEARS ON THE FIELD, AND IN SEVEN 
DATS AFTER GOMES THE CATASTROPHE OF MAXEN. 

November 6th -8th, Daim had gone to Meissen 
Country: fairly ebbing homeward; Henri following, 
with Htilsen joined, — not vehemently attacking the 
rhinoceros, but judiciously pricking him forward. Daun 
goes at his slowest step: in many divisions, covering a 
wide circuit; sticking to all the strong posts, till his own 
time for quitting them: slow, sullenly cautious; like a 
man descending dangerous precipices back foremost^ 
and will not be hurried. So it had lasted about a week; 
Daun for the last four days sitting restive, obstinate, 
but Henri pricking into him more and more, till the 
rhinoceros seemed actually about lifting himself, -— 
when Friedrich in person arrived in his Brother^s 
Camp. * 

At theSchloss ofHerschstein, a mile or two behind 
Lommatsch, which is Henri's headquarter (still to west- 
ward of Meissen; Daun hanging on, seven or eight 
miles to south-eastward ahead; loth to go, but actually 
obliged), — it was there, Tuesday November 13th, 
that the King met his Brother again. A King free of 
his gout; in joyful spirits; and high of humour, — like 
a man risen indignant, once more got to his feet, after 
three- months oppressions and miseries from the un-' 
worthy. ^^Too high," mourns Retzow, in a gloomy 

* TempeUkof, in. 801-305. 
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tone, as others do in perhaps a more indulgent one. 
Beyond doubt, Friedrich's farther procedures in this 
grave and weighty Daun business were more or less 
imprudent; of a too rapid and rash nature; and turned 
out bitterly unlucky to him. "Had he left the manage- 
ment to Henri!" sighed everybody, after the unlucky 
event. 

Friedrich had not arrived above four-and-twenty 
hours, when news came in: "The Austrians in move- 
ment again; actually rolling off Dresden-ward again.^* 
"Haha, do they smell me already!" laughed he: "Well, 
I will send Daun to. the Devil," — not adding, "if I 
can." And instantly ordered sharp pursuit, — and 
sheer stabbing with the oxgoad, not soft and delicate 
pricking, as Henri's lately.* Friedrich, in fact, was in 
|i fiery condition against Daun: "You trampled on me, 
you heavy buffalo, these three months; but that is over 
now!" — and took personally the vanguard in this 
pursuit And had a bit of hot fighting in the Village 
of Korbitz (scene of that Finck-Haddick "Action," 
2l8t September last, and of poor Haddick's ruin, and 
retirement to the Waters); — where the Austrians now 
prove very fierce and obstinate; and will not go, till 
well slashed into, and torn out by sheer beating: — 
was visibly a kind of comfort to the King's humour. 
"Our Prussians do still fight, then, much as formerly! 
And it was all a hideous Nightmare, all that, and Day- 
light and Fact are come, and Friedrich is himself 
again!" 

They say Prince Henri took the liberty of coun- 
selling him, even of entreating him: "Leave well alone; 
why run risks?" said Henri. Daim, it was pretty ap- 

* Retsow, n. 16S; Tempelhoi; in. S06. 
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parent, had no outlook at the present but that of saun- 
tering home toBohmen; leaving Dresden to be an easy 
prey again, and his whole Campaign to fall fatile, as 
the last had. Under Henries gentle driving he would 
have gone slower; but how salutary, if he only went! 
These were Henri's views: but Friedrich was not in 
the slow humour; impatient to be in Dresden; ^^will be 
quartered there in a week,'* writes he, ^^and more at 
leisure than now."* He is thinking of Leuthen, of 
Rossbach, of Campaign 1757, so gloriously restored 
after ruin; and, in the fire of his soul, is hoping to do 
something similar a second time. That is Retzow's 
notion: who knows but there may be truth in it? A 
proud Friedrich, got on his feet again after such usage; 
— nay, 'Wjho knows whether it was quite so unwise to 
be impressive on the slow rhinoceros, and try to fix 
some thorn in his snout, or say (figuratively), to hobble 
his hind feet] which, I am told, would have been 
beautifully ruinous; and, though riskish, was not im- 
possible?** Ill it indisputably turned out; and we have, 
with brevity, to say how, and leave readers to their 
judgment of it 

It was in the Village of Krogis, about six miles forward, 
on the Meissen-Freibei'j^ road ^ a mile or two on from Korbitz, 
and directly after the fierce httie tussle in that Village, — 
that Friedrich, his blood still up, gave the Order for flaxen, 
which proved so unlucky to him. vVunsch had been shot off 
in pursuit of the beaten Austrians ; but they ran too fast ; and 
Wunsch came back without farther result, still early in the 
day. Back as far as Krogis , where the next Head-quarter is 
to be; — and finds the King still in a fulminant condition; 

* *<Wil8draf, 17th Noyember 1759," and still more " 19th NoT6inb«r," 
Friedrieh to Voltaire, in high spirits that yfBf{(EuvreadeFridii'ic,XTm.W). 
** Tempelhof, in. S17, &c. 



270 FBIEDRICH LIKE TO BE OVERWHELMED. [book XIX. 

Uth-15th ^oy. 1769, 

none the milder, it is likely, by Wunsch^s retoming without 
result ^' Go strai^t to G-eneral Finck ; bid him march at 
once!** orders the King: and rapidly gives Wunsch the In- 
structions Finck is to rollow. Fmck and his Corps are near 
Nossen, some ten miles ahead of Er5gis, some twenty west 
£rom Dresden. There, since yesterday, stands Finck, mfest- 
ing the left or western flank of the Austrians , — r what was 
their left, and will be again, when they call halt and face 
round on us: — Let Finck now march at once, quite round 
that western flank; by Freybei^, Dippoidiswalde , thence 
east to Maxen ; plant lumself at Maxen (a dozen miles south of 
Dresden, among the rocky Hills), and stick diligently in the 
rear of those Austrians, cutting off, or threatening to cut off, 
their communications with Bohemia , and block the Pima 
Country for them. 

Friedrich calculates that, if Daim is for retreating by 
Pima Country, this will, at lowest, be a method to quicken 
him in that movement; or perhaps it may prove a method to 
cut off such retreat altogether, and force Daun to go circling 
h^ the Lausitz Hills and Wildemesses, exposed to tribula- 
tions which may go nigh to ruin him. That is Friedrich's 
proud thought: ^^an unfortunate Campaign: winding up, 
nevertheless, as 1757 did, in blazes of success I" And truly, 
if Friedrich could have made himself into Two; and, while 
flashing and charging in Daun's front, have been in command 
at Maxen in Daun's rear, — Friedrich could have made a 
prettv thing of this Maxen Enterprise: and mi^ht in good 
part have realised his proudprogram. . But there is no getting 
two Friedrichs. ' Finck., a Gfeneral of approved quality, he is 
the nearest approach we can make to a second Friedrich; — 
and he , ill-luck too superadding itself, prpves tragically in- 
Adequate. And sets all the world, and Opposition Hetzow, 
exclaiming, " See : Pride goes before a fall ! ** — 

At 3 in the afternoon, Friedrich , intensely surveyinc from 
the heights of Erogis the new Austrian movements ana posi- 
tions, IS astonished, not agreeably (^-'What, still only here, 
Herr Gretoeral!"J, by a personal visit from Finck. Finck 
finds the Maxen Dusiness intricate , precarious; wishes farther 
instructions, brings forward this objection and that. Fried- 
rich at last answers 2 impatiently: **You know I can't stand 
*' making of difficulties (^r weiss dass ich die DifficultcUen nichi 
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^Heiden kann; mQche doss Er fort Jcommt); contrive to get it 
" done ! " With which poor comfort Finck has to ride back to 
Nossen ; and scheme out his dispositions overnight. 

Next morning, Thursday 15th, Finck gets on march; 
drives the Heichsfolk out of FrevDerg; reaches Dippoidis- 
walde : — *'Freyberg is to be my Magazine," considers Finck ; 
*'Dippoldiswalae my halfway house; Four Battalions of my 
poor Eighteen shall stand there , and- secure the meal-carts. 
Friday 16th, Finck has his Vanguard, Wunsch leading it, in 
possession ofMaxen and the Heights; and on Saturday gets 
there himself, with all his people and equipments. I should 
think about 12,000 men: In a most. intersected, intertwisted 
Hill Country; full of gullets, dells and winding brooks ; — it 
b fore-court of the Pirna rocks, our celebrated Camp of 
Gahmig lies visible to north, Dohna and the Kbthwasser 
bounding us to east; — in grim November weather, some 
snow falling, or snowpowder, alternating with sleet and 

glazing frosts: by no means a beautiful enterprise to Finck. 
[or one of his own choosing, had one a cnoice in such 
cases. 

To Daun nothing could be more unwelcomei than this 
news of Finck, embattled there at Maxen in the inextricable 
Hill-country, direct on the road of Daun's meal-carts and 
Bohemian communications. And truly withal, — what Daun 
does not yet hear, but can guess , — there is gone , in supple- 
ment or as auxiliary to Finck, a fierce Hussar party, under 
GrUne Kleist, their fiercest Hussar since Mayer died; who 
this very day, at Aussig, bums Daun's first considerable 
Magazine ; and has others in view for the same fate. * An 
evident thing to Daun, that Finck being there, meal has 
ceased. 

On the instant, Daun falls back on Dresden; Saturday 
17th, takes post in the Dell of Plauen CP/atien'sc^ Grund); an 
impassable Chasm, with sheer steeps on both sides, stretching 
southward from Dresden in front of the Hill Country : thither 
Daun marches, there to consider what is to be done with 
Finck. Amply safe this position is; none better in the 
world: a Village, Plauen, and a Brook, Weiseritz, in the 

** Friedrich's second Letter to Voltnire, WilBdrof, **19th November 
1759." 
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bottom of this exquisite Chasm; sheer rock -walls on each 
side , — high especially on the Daun, or south side; — head- 
quarters can be in Dresden itself; room for your cavalry on 
the plain ground between Dresden and the Chasm. A post 
bpth safe and comfortable; only you must not loiter in 
making up' your mind as to Finck ; for Priedrich has followed 
on the mstant. Friedrich's head-quarter is abready Wilsdruf, 
which an hour or two ago was Daunts: at . Kesselsdorf 
vigilant Ziethen is vanguard. So that Friedrich looks over 
on you from the nothem brow of your Chasm ; delays are not 
good near such a neighbour. 

Daun, — urged on by Lacy, they say, — is not long in 
deciding that, in this strait, the short way out will be to at- 
tack Finck in the Hills. Daun is in the Hills, as well as Finck 
(this Plauen Chasm is the boundary-ditch of the Hills): Daun 
with 27,000 horse and foot, moving on from this western part; 
3^000 light people (one Sincere the leader of them), moving 
simultaneously from Dresden itself, that is , from northward 
or north-westward ; 12,000 Reichsfolk , horse and foot, part of 
them alreadv to south-estward of Finck, other part stealing 
on by the Elbe bank thitherward : here , from three different 
points of the compass, are 42,000. These simultaneously 
dashing in , from west , north , south , upon Finck , may surely 

five account of his 12,000 and him! If only we can keep 
riedrich dark upon it; which surely our Pandours will con- 
trive to do. 

Finck, directly on arriving at Maxen, had reported him- 
self to the King; and got answer before next morning: 
J* Very well; but draw in those Four Battalions you have left 
in Dippoldiswalde ; hit with the whole of your strength, when 
a chance offers." Which order Finck, literally and not too 
willingly, obeys; leaves only some light remnant in Dippoldis- 
walde, and reinforcement to linger within reach, till a certain 
Bread-convoy come to him , which will be due next morning 
(Monday 19th' ; and which aoes then safely g:et home, though 
under annoyances fi'om cannonading in the distance. 

Sunday 18th ^ Finck fails not to reconnoitre from tlie 
highest Hill- top; to inquire by every method: he finds, for 
certain, that the enemy are coming in upon him. With his 
own eyes he sees Reichsfolk marching, in quantity, south- 
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eastward by the Elbe shore : *' Intending towards Dohna, as 
is like?" — and despatched Wunsch, who, accordingly, drove 
them out of Dohna. Of all this Finck, at once, sent word to 
Friedrich. Who probably enough received the message ; but 
who would get no new knowledge from it, — vigilant Ziethen 
having, by Austrian deserters and otherwise, discovered this 
of the Keichsfolk; and furthermore that Sincere with 3,000 
was in motion, from the north, upon Finck. Sunday evening, 
Friedrich despatches Ziethen's Heport; which punctually 
came to Finck's hand; but was the last thing he received 
from Friedrich, or Friedrich from him. The intervening 
Pandours j)icked up all the rest. The Ziethen Report, of two 
or three hnes, most succinct but sufficient, like a cutting of 
hard iron, is to be read in many Books: we may as well give 

thp LftttPT fl.Tlll it * 

FriedncKs Letter (Wilsdruf, 18th November 1759), "My 
''dear General-Lieutenant von Finck! I send you the 
"enclosed Report from Greneral Ziethen, showing what is the 
" lie of matters as seen from this side ; and leave the whole to 
''your disposition and necessary measures. I am your well- 
" affectioned King, — F." The Enclosure is as follows : 

General Ziethen* s Report (Kesselsdorf, 18th November 17 6*9), 
"To your Koyal Majesty, send" (no pronoun 'I* allowed) 
"herewith a Corporal, who has deserted from the Austrians. 
"He says, Sincere with the Risserve did march with the 
"Reichs Army; but a league behind it, and turned towards 
"Dippoldiswalde. Greneral Brentano" (Wehla*s old com- 
rade, luckier than Wehla) , " as this Deserter heard last night 
"in Daun*s headquarter, — which is in the southern Suburb 
"of Dresden, in the Countess Moschinska's Garden, — was 
"yesterday to have been in Dohlen" (looking into our out- 
posts from the hither side of their Plauen Dell) , " but was not 
"there any longer," as our Deserter passed, "and it was 
"said that he bad gone for Maxen at three in the after- 
"noon."* 

Thus curtly is Finck authorised to judge for himself in the 
new circumstances. Marginally is added , in Friedrich*s own 
hand: '*& wird eniweder mit den ReicTiern oder mit Sinceren 
^^einen Gang haben, — Either with theReichers or with Sincere 
" you will have a bout, I suppose." 

. * Tempelhof, m. 809. 
Carlyle, Frederick the Great. XL 18 



274 FRIEDRIGH LIKE TO BE OVERWHELMED. [book XO. 

20th Nov. 1769. 

Finck, from his own Hill-top, on Sunday and Monday, 
sees all this of Ziethen, and much more. Sees tiie yanguard 
of Daun himself approaching Dippoldiswalde, cannonading 
his meal-carts as they issue there ; on all sides his enemies 
encompassing him like bees; — and has a sphinx-riddle on 
his mind, such as soldier seldom had. Shau he manosuvre 
himself out, and march away, bread-carts, baggages and all 
entire? There is still time, and perfect possibility, by Dip- 
poldiswalde there, or by other routes and metiaods. But 
again, did not his Majesty expect, do not these words '*a 
bout" still seem to expect, a bit of fighting with somebody or 
other? Finck was an able soldier, and his skLU and courage 
well known; but probably another kind of courage was 
wanted this dsLj , of which Finck had not enoueh. Finck w^ 
not king of this matter; Finck was under a King who per- 
haps misjudged the matter. If Finck saw no method of doing 
other than hurt and bad service to his King by staying here, 
Finck should have had the courage to come; away, and front 
the King's unreasonable anger, expecting redress one day, 
or never any redress. That was Finck's duty : but everybody 
sees how hard it was for flesh and blood. 

Finck , truer to the letter than to the spirit, determined to 
remain. Did, all that Monday , his best to prepare himself ; 
called in his outposts ("Was not I ordered?'* tninks Finck, 
too literally) ; and sees his multitudes of enemies settle round 
him; — Daun alone has 27,000 men, who take camp at 
Dippoldiswalde ; and in sum-total, they are as 4 to 1 of Finck: 
— a Finck still resolute of face, though internally his 
thoughts may be haggard enough. Doubtless he hopes, too, 
that Friedrich will do something: — unaware that none of his 
messages reach Friedrich. As for Daun, having seen his 
people safely encamped here, he returns to Dresden for the 
, night, to see that Friedrich is quiet. Friedrich is quiet 
enough: Daun, at seven next morning (Tuesday 20th). ap- 
peared on the ground again ; and from all sides Finck is as- 
saulted, — from Daun's side nearest and soonest, with Daun's 
best vigour. 

Dippoldiswalde is some seven miles from Maxen. Dif- 
ficult nill-road all the way: but the steepest, straitest and 
worst place is at Beinhartsgrimma, the very first Hamlet after 
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you are out of Dippoldiswalde. There is a narrow mullet 
there, overhung with heights all round. The roads are 
slippery, glazed with sleet and frost; Cavalry, unroughened, 
make saa sliding and sprawling; hardly the Infantry are 
secure on their feet: a terrible business, getting masses of 
artillery- wagons, horse and man, through such a Fassl It is 
thought, hadFinck garnished this Pass ofReinhartsgrimma 
with the proper batteries , the proper musketries , Daun never 
would have got through. Finck had not a ^un or a man in 
it : ** Had not I order? said he , — again too literally . As it 
was, Daun, sliding and sprawling in the narrow steeps, had 
difficulties almost too great; and, they say, would have given 
•it up, had it not been that a certain Major urged, ^^Can be 
done, Fxcellenz, and shall!" and that the temper of his 
soldiers was everywhere excellent. Unfortunate Finck had 
no artillery to bear on Daunts transit through the Pass. 
Nothing but some weak bodv of hussars and infantry stood 
looking into it, from the Hill of Hausdorf : even these might 
have given him some slight hindrance ; but these were played 
upon by endless Pandours, "issuing from a wood nearby," 
witiii musketries, and at length with cannon batteries, one and 
another; — and had to fall back, or to be called back, to 
Maxen Hill, where the niain force is. 

In the course of yesterday, by continual reconnoiteringj 
by Austrian deserters , and intense comparison of symptoms, 
Jinck had completely ascertained where the Enemy's Three 
Attacks were to be, — "on Maxen, from Dippoldiswalde, 
Trohnitz , Dohna, simultaneously three attacks , it appears ; 
— and had with all his skill arranged himself on the Maxen 
pummits to meet these. He stands now elaborately divided 
into Three groups against those Three simultaneities; form- 
ing (sadly wide apart, one would say, for such a force as 
Pinck'sJ a very obtuse-angled triangle: — the obtuse vertex 
of whicn (if readers care to look on their Map) is Trohnitz, the 
road Brentano and Sincere are coming. On the base^an^les, 
Maxen and Dohna, Finck expects Daun and the Reich. From 
Trohnitz to Maxen is near two miles; from Maxen to Dohna 
above four. At Dohna stands Wunsch against the Reich; 
Finck himself at Maxen , expecting Daun , as the pith of the 
whole affair. In this triangular way stands Finck. at the 
topmost heights of the country, — "Maxen highest, but 

18* 
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Hausdorf onl^ a little lower," — and has not thought of dis- 
puting the cbmb upwards. Too literal an eye to his orders: 
alas, he was not himself king, but only king's deputy I 

The result is, about 11 a. m., as I obscurely gather, Daun 
has conquered the climb ; Daun's musketries begin to glitter 
on the top of Hausdorf ; and 26 or 32 heavy cannon open their 
throats there; and the Three Attacks break loose. Finck's 
Maxen batteries (scarceljr higher than Daun*s, and far in- 
ferior in weight) respond with all diligence, the poor regimental 
field-pieces helping what they can. Mutual cannonade , very 
loud for an hour and half; terrific . but doing little mischief; 
after which Daun's musketries (the ground now sufficiently 
clear to Daun) , which are the practical thing, begin opening, 
first from one point, then from another: and there ensues, 
for five hours coming, at Maxen and at the other two points of 
Finck's triangle, such a series of explosive chargings, 
wheelings, worryings and intricate death-wrestlings, as it 
would provoke every reader to attempt describing to him. 
Except mdeed he were a soldier, bouna to know the defence 
of posts; in which case I could fairly promise him that there 
are means of understanding the affair, and that he might find 
benefit in it. * 

Daun's Grenadiers, and Infantry generally, are in 
triumphant spirits; confident of victory, as they may rea- 
sonably be. Finck*s people, too, behave well, some of them 
conspicuously well, though in gloomier mood; and make 
stubborn fight, successful here and there , but , as a whole, not 
capable of succeeding. By 3 in the afternoon, the Austrians 
have forced the Maxen Post; they ^^ enter Maxen with great 
shoutings;" extrude the obstinate Prussian remnants; and. 
before long, have the poor Village "on fire in every "part 
Finck retreating northward to Schmorsdorf, towards the 
obtuse angle of his triangle, if haply there may be help in that 
quarter for hiin. Daun does not push him much ; has Maxen 
safely burning in every part. 

From Schmorsdori , Finck pushes out a Cavalry charge on 
Brentano. * * Could we but repulse Brentano yonder ," thinks 
he, "I might have those Four Battalions to hand, and try 

* Tempelhof, m. 307-317. Journal und Nachricht von der Gefangen- 
nehmung des Finck'schen Corps bey Maxen, im Jahre 1759 (Seyfarth, Beylagen, 
n. 637-664). 
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again ! ** But Brentano makes such cannonading, the Cavaliy 
swerve to a Hollow on their right; then find they have not 
CTOund, and retire quite fruitless. Finck's Cavalry, and the 
Cavalry generally, with their horses all sliding on the frosty 
monntain-gnarls, appear to be good for little this day. Bren- 
tano, victorious over the Cavalry, comes on with such storm, 
he sweeps tlirough tiie obtuse an^le, home uponFinck; and 
sweeps him out of Schmorsdorf Village to Schmorsdorf Hill, 
there to take refuge , as the night sinks , — and to see himself, 
if his wild heart will permit him to be candid, a ruined man. 
Of the Three Attacks, Two have completely succeeded on 
him; onlyWunsch, at Dohna, stands victorious; he has held 
back the Reich all day, and even chased it home to its posts 
on the Bothwasser (Red Water), multitudinous as it was. 

Finck*s mood, as the November shadows gathered on him, 
— the equal heart may, at least, pity poor Finck ! His resolu- 
tion is ffxed: ''Cut ourselves tnrough, this night: Dohna is 
ours ; other side that Red Water there are roads ; — perish or 
ffet through!" And the Generals (who are rallied now "on 
Sie Heights of Falkenhain and Bloschwitz," midway between 
Maxen and Dohna) get that Order from him. And proceed to 
arrange for executing it, — though with outlook more and 
more desperate , as their scouts report that every pass and 
post, on tne Red Water, is beset by Reichsfolk. " Wunsch, 
with the Cavalry, he at least may thread his way out, under 
cloud of ni^ht, by the opposite or Daun side," calculates 
Finck. And Wunsch sets out accordingly: a very ques- 
tionable, winding, subterranean march; difficult in the ex- 
treme, — the wearied slipshod horses going at a snaiFs pace ; 
and, in the difficult passes, needing to be dragged through 
with bridle, and even to be left altoff ether: — in which, 
withal, it will prove of no use for Wunsch to succeed ! Finck*s 
Generals, endeavouring to rank and rearrange through the 
night, find that their very cartridges are nearly spent, and 
tliatofmen, such woimdmg, such desertiuj^ has there been, 
they have, at this time, by precise count, 2,^6 rank and file. 
Evidently desperate. 

At daylight, Daunts cannon beginning again from the. 
Maxen side, Finck sends to capitulate. "Absolute surrender," 
answers Daun: "prisoners of war, and you shall keep your 
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private baggage. General Wunsch with the Cavafay, he too 
must torn back and surrender I " Finck pleaded hard, on this 
last score : '^ General Wunsch , as head of the Cayahy, is not 
under me; is himself chief in that department.*' But it was 
of no use: Wunsch had to return (not quite got throuek 
Daun's Lines, after such a night), and to surrender, like 
everybody else. Like Eight other Generals; like Wolfers- 
dorfof Torgau, and many a brave Officer ana man. Wednes- 
day morning, 21st November 1759 : it is Finck's fourth day on 
Maxen ; hislast in the Prussian Service. 

That same Wednesday Afternoon, there were ranked in 
the Grosse Garten at Dresaen, of dejected Prussian Prisoners 
from Maxen, what exact number was never known: ^e 
Austrians said 15,000; but nobody well believed. them; their 
last certain instalment being only, in correct numbers, 2,836. 
Besides the killed, wounded, and already captured, many had 
deserted , many had glided clear off. It is judged that Fried- 
rich lost, by all these causes, about 12,000 men. Gone wholly, 
— with their equipments and appurtenances wholly, which 
are not worth counting in comparison. Finck and the other 
Generals, 8 of them, and 529 Officers, — Finck, Wunsch, 
Wolfersdorf , Mosel (of the Olmiitz fJonvoy) , not to mention 
others of known worth, this is itself a sore loss to Friedrich, 
^and in present circumstances an irreparable. * 

The outburst and paroxysm of Gazetteer rumour, 
which arose in Europe over this, must be left to the 
imagination; still more the whirlwind of astonishment, 
grief, remorse and indignation that raged in the heai^t 
of Friedrich on first hearing of it. "The Caudine 
Forks;" "Scene of Pima over again, in reverse form;" 
"Is not your King at last oyer with it?" said and sang 
multifariously the Gazetteers. As counter-chorus to 
which, in a certain Royal Heart: "That miserable 
purblind Finck, unequal to his task; — that over-hasty 
I, who drove him upon it! This disgrace, loss nigh 
ruinous; in fine, this infernal Campaign {cette Campagne 

* Seyfartb, u. 676; in Helden-Getchichte (▼. X116), the Vienna Aceoaot. 
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mfernale^V* The Anecdote-Books abound in details of 
Friedrici's behaviour at Wilsdruf, that day; mythical 
all, or in good part, but symbolising a case that is con- 
ceivable to everybody. Or would readers care to 
glance into the very fact with their own eyes? As 
happens to be possible: 

10. Before Maxen: Friedrich to jyArgens and others, 

^'^To D*Argens (Kroffis, 15th November," order forMaxea 
just given). "Yesterday I joined the Army" (day before 
yesterday, but took the field yesterday), "and Daim de- 
^'campea. I have followed him thus far, and will continue it 
'Ho the frontiers of Bohemia. Our measures are so taken" 
(Finck, to wit) "that he will not get out of Saxony without 
** considerable losses. Yesterday cost him 500 men taken 
*' at Kro^is here. Every movement he makes will cost him as 
"many. * 

"To Voltaire (Wilsdruf, 17th November)." "We are 
'* verging on the end of our Campaign : and I will write to you 
"in eight days from Dresden, with more composure and 
"coherency than now." ** 

"To the sameTWilsdruf, 19th November)." "The Austrians 
" are packing off to Bohemia, . — where , in reprisal for the in- 
"cenoiary operations they have done in my countries , I have 
" burnt them two big magazines. I render the beatified Hero's 
"retreat as difficult as possible; and I hope he will come 
"upon some bad adventures within a few days."*** 

*'*'Same day and place ^ to UArgens.^ A volley of most 
rough-paced off-hand Rhyming, direct from the heart; " Ode** 
(as he afterwards terms it, or irrepressible extempore Lilt) 
*^to Fortune:** 

^^ Marquis, quel changement , what a change! I, a poor 
"heretic creature, never blessed by the Holy Father; indeed, 
"little frequenting Church, nor serving either Baal or the 
" Gk)d of Israel ; held down these many months , and reported 

• (Euvres de Fr6d6ric, xix. 101. •• Ibid. xxin. fl6. 

•^ Ibid. xxm. 66. 
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"by more than one shaven scoundrel" (priest-pamphleteer at 
Yiennna) *'to be quite extinct, and gone vagabond over the 
" world , — see how capricious Fortune , after all her hundred 
"preferences of my rivals, lifts me with helpful hand from the 
"deep , and packs this Hero of the Hat and Sword , — whom 
"Popes have blessed what they could, and who has walked 
"in Pilgrimage before now", (to Marienzell once, I believe, 
publicly at Vienna), — "out of Saxony; panting, harassed 
" goes he , like a stranger dog from some kitchen where the 
" cook had flogged him out ! " f * * (A very exultant LUt, and 
with a ^ood deal more of the chanticleer in it than we are 
used to in this King !) 

"20. After Maxen, 

''To UArgens (Wilsdruf, 22d Nov.)." "Do with that" 
(some small piece of business) "whatever youHke, my dear 
"Marouis. I am so stupefied (efourc^t) with the misfortune 
"which has befallen General Finck, that I cannot recover 
"from my astonishment. It deranges all my' measures; it 
"cuts me to the quick. Ill-luck, which persecutes my old 
"age, has followed me from the Mark" (Kimersdorf, mthe 
Mark of Brandenburg) "to Saxony. I will still strive what I 
" can. The little Ode I sent you , addressed To Fortune , had 
" been written too soon ! One should not sing victory till the 
"battle is over. I am so crushed down by these incessant 
"reverses and disasters, that I wish a thousand times I were 
" dead ; and from day to day I grow wearier of dwelling in a 
"body worn-out and condemned to suffer. I am writing to 
" you in the first moment of my grief. Astonishment, sorrow, 
"indignation, scorn, all blended together, lacerate my soul. 
"Let us get to the end, then, of this execrableOampaign ; I will 
"then write to you what is to become of ine; and we will ar- 
" range the rest. Pity me; — and make no noise about me; 
"bad news go fast enough of themselves. Adieu, dear 

" Marquis." tt 

All this, of course, under such pressing call of 
actualities, had very soon to transform itself into silence; 

t (Evxrei ^ Frid^ic, xix. 103-106. ff Ibid, wx. 107. 
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into new resolution , and detenninate despatcH of busi- 
ness. But the King retained a bitter memory of it all 
bis days. To Finck he was inexorable: — ordered 
him, the first thing on his return from Austrian Captiv- 
ity, Trial by Court-Martial; which (Ziethen presiding, 
June 1763) censured Finck in various points, and 
gave him, in supplement to the Austrian detention, a 
Year's Imprisonment in Spandau. No ray of pity 
visible for him, then or afterwards, in the Eoyal mind. 
So that the poor man had to beg his dismissal; get it, 
and go to Denmark for new promotion and apprecia- 
tion. ^ — "Far too severe!'' grumbled the Opposition 
voices, with secret counter-severity. And truly it would 
have been more beautiftil to everybody, for the mo- 
ment, to have made matters soft to poor Finck, — had 
Friedrich ever gone on that score with his Grenerals 
and Delegates; which, though the reverse of a cruel 
man, he never did. And truly, as we often observe, 
the Laws of Fact are still severer than Friedrich was: 
— so that, in the long-run, perhaps it is beautifallest 
of all, for a ELing, who is just, to be rhadamanthine in 
important cases. 

Exulting Daun, instead of Bohemia for winter- 
quarters, pushes out now for the prize of Saxony it- 
self. Daun orders Beck to attack suddenly another 
Outoost of Friedrich's, which stands rearward of him 
at Meissen, under a Greneral Dierecke, — the same 
whom, as Colonel Dierecke, we saw march out of flamy 
Zittau, summer gone two years. Beck goes in ac- 
cordingly, 3d December; attacks Dierecke, not by sur- 
prise, but with overwhelming superiority; no reinforce- 
ment possible: Dierecke is on the wrong side of the 
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Elbe, no retreat or reinforcement for him; has to fight 
fiercely all day, Meissen Bridge being in a broken 
state; then, at night, to ship his people across in Elbe 
boats, which are much delayed by the. floating ice, so 
that daylight found 1,500 of them on that northern 
side; all of whom, with General Dierecke himself, 
were made prisoners by ^Jeck.* A comfortable Supple- 
ment to Maxen, though not of the same magnificence. 
After which, Daun himself issued minatory from 
the Plauen Chasm; expecting, as all the world did, 
that Friedrich, who is 36,000 of Unfortunate against, 
say, 72,000 of Triumphant, will, under, penalty, take 
himself away. But it proved otherwise. "K you beat 
us. Excellency Feldmarshall, yes: but till then — I" 
Friedri«:b draws ont in battalia; Leo, in wild ragged 
state and temper, versus Bos in the reverse: **Come on, 
then!^' Rhinoceros Bos, though, in a high frame of 
mind, dare not, on cool survey; but retires behind the 
Plauen Chasm again. Will at least protect Dresden 
from recapture; and wait here, in the interim; carting 
his provision out of Bohemia, — which is a rough 
business, with Elbe frozen, and the passes in such a 
choked wintry state. Upon whom Friedrich, too, has 
to wait under arms, in grim neighbourhood, for six 
weeks to come^ such a time as poor young Archenholtz 
never had before or after.** It was well beyond New- 
yearsday, before Friedrich could report of himself, and 
then only in a sense, as will be seen: "We retired to 
'*this poor cottage-^ (cottage still standing, in the little 
Town of Freiberg); "Daun did the like; and thi3 tm- 



* Tempelhof, m. 821: "8d-ith December 1760.'' 
** ArcIieBliolta, u. 11-18. 
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^* fortunate Campaign, as all things do, came actually 
"to an end." 

Daun holds Dresden and the Dell of Plauen; but 
Saxony, to the world^s amazement, he is as far as ever 
from holding. "Daun'8 front U a smaU arc of a circle, 
"bending round from Dresden to Dippoldiswalde; 
"Friedrich is at Freiberg in a bigger, coiwave arc, con- 
" centric to Daun, well overlapping Daun on that 
"southward or landward side, and ready for htm, 
"should he stir out; Kesselsdorf is his nearest post to 
"Daun; and the Plauan Chasm for boundary, which 
"was not overpassed by either." In Dresden, and the 
patch of hill country to the south-eastward of it by 
Elbe side, which is instep or glacis of the. Pima rock 
country, 70 square miles, or so, there rules Daun; and 
this, — with its heights of Gahmig, valuable as a de- 
fence for Dresden against Austria, but not otherwise 
of considerable value, — * was all that Daun this year, 
or pretty much in any coming year, could realise of 
conquest in Saxony. 

Fabius Cunctator has not succeeded, as the public 
expected. In fact, ever since that of Hochkirch and 
the Papal Hat, he has been a waning man, more and 
more questionable to the undisceming public. Maxea 
was his last gleam upwards; a round of applause rose 
agaiir on Maxen, feeble in comparison with Hochkirch, 
but still arguing hope, — which, after this, more and 
more died out; so that, in two years more, poor Madam 
Daun^ going to Imperial Levee, "had h^ state-carriage 
"half-filled with nightcaps, thrown into it by the Vienna 
"people, in token of her husband's great talent for 
"sleep."* 

• Archenholts (Abno 1701, "iMt Siege of Schtreidniti "). 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

MISCELLANEA IN WINTEB-QUARTEBS , 1759-60. 

Frebdrich was very loth to quit the field this 
Winter. In spite of Maxen and ill-lnck and the nn- 
iavonrablest weather, it still was, for about two monlihs, 
his fixed purpose to recapture Dresden first, and driye 
Daun home. ^^Had I but a 12,000 of Auxiliaries to 
guard my right flank, while trying it!'' said he. Fer- 
dinand magnanimously sent him the Hereditary Prince 
with 12,000, who staid above two months;* and Fried- 
rich did march about, attempting that way,** — pushed 
forward to Maguire and Dippoldiswalde, looked pas- 
sionately into Maguire on all sides; but found him, in 
those frozen chasms, and rock-labyrinths choked with 
snow, plainly unattackable; him and everybody, in such 
firost-element; — and renounced the passionate hope. 

It was not till the middle of January that Fried- 
rich put his troops into partial cantonments, Head- 
quarts Freyberg; troops still mainly in the Villages 
from Wilsdruf and southward, close by their old Camp 
there. Camp still left standing, guarded by Six Bat- 
talions; six after six, alternating week about: one of 
the grimmest Camps in Nature; the canvas roofs grown 

* "TOl Febnuury 15th;** List of the RegimenU (OermMi aU), in Seyi- 
farth, n. 578 n. 

•♦ (Envres de Fridiric, v. 82. Old Newspaper nunoars: in GenUemani 
Magazine, xzzz. 605, *'89th December,** &e. 
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mere ice-plates, the tents mere sanctuaries of frost: — 
never did poor young Archenholtz see such industry 
in dragging wood-friel, such boiling of biscuits in broken 
ice, such crowding round the embers to roast one side 
of you, while the otjier was freezing.* But Daunts 
people, on the opposite side of Plauen Dell, did the 
like; their tents also were left standing in the frozen 
state, guarded by alternating battalions, no better off 
than their Prussian neighbours. This of the Tents, 
and Six frost-bitten Battalions guarding them, lasted 
till April. An extraordinary obstinacy on the part 
both of Daun and of Friedrich; alike jealous of even 
seeming to yield one inch more of ground. 

The Hereditary Prince, with his 12,000, marched 
home again in February; indeed, ever after the going 
into cantonment^, all use of the Prince and his Force 
here visibly ceased; and, on the whole, no result what- 
ever followed those strenuous antagonisms, and frozen 
tents left standing for three months; and things re-* 
mained practically what they were. So that, as the 
grand "Peace Negotiations" also came to nothing, we 
might omit this of Winter-quarters altogether; and go 
forward to the opening of Campaign Fifth; — were it 
not that characteristic features do otherwise occur in 
it, curious little unveilings of the secret hopes and in- 
dustries of Friedrich: — besides which, there have 
minor private events fallen out, not without interest to 
human readers. For whose behoof mainly a loose 
intercalary Chapter may be thrown together here. 

* Archenholtz (ut tupr6), n. 11-15. 
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Serene Highness of Wiirtemberg^ at Fulda (November 
30th, 1759), is just about ^^ firing Victoria^** and 
giving a Ball to Beauty and Fashion , in Honour of 
a certain Event; — but Js unpleasantly inter* 
rupted. 

November 21st, the very day while Pinck was 
capitqlating in the Hills of Maxen, Duke Ferdinand, 
busy ever since his Victory at Minden, did, after a 
difficult Siege of Miinster, Siege by Imhof, with Fer- 
dinand protecting him, get Mfinster into hand again, 
which was reckoned a fine success to him. Very busy 
has the Duke been; industriously reaping the firuits of 
his Victory at Minden; and this, the conclusive rooting- 
out of the French firom that Westphalian region, is a 
very joyful thing; and puts Ferdinand in hopes of 
driving them over the Mayn altogether. Which some 
think he would have done; had not he, with magnan- 
imous oblivion of self and wishes, agreed to send the 
Hereditary Prince and those 12,000 to assist in Fried- 
riches affairs, looking upon that as the vital point in 
these Allied Interests. Friedrich's attempts, we have 
said, turned out impossible; nor would the Hereditary 
Prince and his 12,000, though a good deal talked 
about in England and elsewhere,* require more than 
mention; were it not that on the road thither, at Fuldia 
("Fulda is half-way house to Saxony," thinks Ferdi- 
nand, "should Pitt and Britannic Majesty be pleased 
"to consent, as I dare presume they will"), the Hered- 
itary Prince had, in lis swift way, done a thing uap- 
ful for Ferdinand him«elf , and which caused a great 

* Walpole, George Second, in. 248 (in a sour Opposition tone); &g. &c. 
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emotion, chiefly of laughter, over the world, in those 
weeks. 

"No Enemy of Friedrich's" says my Note, "is 6f feller 
"hmnour than the Serenity of Wiirtemberg, Karl Eugen, 
"Reigning Duke of that unfortunate Country; for whom, in 
" past days , Friedrich had been so fatherly, and really took 
"such pains. * Fatherly? iS^ep-fatherly, you mean; and for 
"*hi8 own vile uses!' growled the Serenity of Wiirtemberg: 
" — always an ominous streak of gloom in that poor man; 
"streak which is spread now to whole skies of bouing dark- 
" ness, owing to deliriums there have been! Enough, Karl 
"Eugen, after divorcing his poor Wife, had distinguished 
" himself by a zeal without knowledge , beyond almost all the 
" enemies of Friedrich ; — and still continues in that bad line 
" of industry. His poor Wife he has made miserable in some 
"measure; also himself ; and, in a degree, his poor soldiers 
" and sulnects, who are with him by compulsion m this Enter- 
" prise. The Wiirtembergers are Protestants of old type; 
"and want no fighting against *the Protestant Hero,' but 
" much the reverse ! Serene Karl had to shoot a good few of 
"these poor people, before they would march at all; and his 
"procedures were indeed, and continued to be, of a very 
"crying nature, though his poor Populations took them 
"silently. Always somethine of perverse in this Serene 
"Highness; has it, I think, by kind. 

'%esides his quota to the Reich, KarlEu^en has 12,000 
" more on foot , — and it is of them we are treatmg at present. 
"In 1757 , he had lent these troops-to the Empress Queen , for 
" a consideration ; it was they that stood on the Austrian left, 
" at Leuthen ; and were the first that got beaten, and bad to 
"cease standing, — as the Austrians were abundantly loud 
**in proclaiming. To the disgast of Serene Highness: 
" * Which of you did stand, thenr Was it their blame, led 
"*as they were!' argued he. And next year, 1758, after 
" Crefeld, he took his 12,000 to the French (^subsidy,' or con- 
"sideration, *to be paid in salt* it appears*), with whom 
"they marched about, and did nothing considerable. The 
^* Serenity had pleaded, *I must command them myself!' 

• 

♦ (Ewjrti de Fridiric, ▼. W. 
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^'^You?' said Belleisle, and would not hear of it. Next 
"year again, however, that is 1759, the Duke was positive, 
'* * I must ; * Belleisle not less so, * You cannot ; ' — till Minden 
"fell out; and then, in the wreck of Contades , Belleisle had 
"to consent. Serenity of Wiirtemberg, at that late season, 
"took the field accordingly; and Broglio now has him at 
" Fulda, * To cut off Ferdinand from Cassel ; ' to threaten Fer- 
" dinand's left flank and his provision-carts in that quarter. 
"May really become unpleasant there to Ferdinand; — and 
" ought to be cut out by the Hereditary Prince. * To Fulda, 
" ' then, and cut him out ! * 

*^ Fulda. Tuesday, 30th November 1739. Serene Highness 
'48 lying here for a week past; abundantly strong tor tiie 
"task on hand, — has his own 12,000, supplepiented by 
"1,000 French Light Horse; — but is widely scattered 
"withal, posted in a kind of triangular form ; his main posts 
" being Fulda itself, and a couple of others , each thirty miles 
"from Fulda, and five miles from one another, — witii 
"* patrols to connect them,' better or worse. Abundantly 
"strong for the task, and in perfect security; and indeed 
"intends this day to 'fire victoria'' for the Catastrophe at 
"Maxen, and in the evening will give a Ball in farther honour 
** of so salutary an event ; — when , about 9 a.m. , news arrives 
"at the gallop, 'Prussians in full march; are within an hour 
"*of the Town Bridge!' Figure to what flurry of Serene 
"Highness; ofthe victoria-shooting apparatus'; ofbusyman- 
"mifiiner people, and the Beauty and Fashion of Fulda in 
"general I 

"The night before, a rumour of the French Post being 
"driven in by somebody had reachejl Serene Highness; who 
"gave some vague order, not thinking it of consequence. 
"Here, however, is the Fact come to hand, in a most urgent 
^*and undeniable manner! Serene Highness gets on horse- 
*'back; but what can that help? One cannon (has nothing 
"but light cannon) he does plant on the Bridge ; but see, here 
"come premonitory bombshells one and another, terrifying 
"to ^e mind: — and a single Hessian dragoon, plimging 
"forward on tne one unready cannon, and in the air making 
"horrid circles, — the ffunners leave said cannon to him, take 
"to their heels; and we Bridge is open. The rest of the 
"affair can be imagined. Be treat at our swiftest, running 
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"* fight,' we would fain call it, by various roads; lost two 
''flags, two cannon; prisoners were above 1,200, many of 
"them Officers. *A merciful Providence saved the Duke*s 
"'Serene Person from hurt,* say the Stuttgard Gazetteers: 
"which was true, — Serene Highness having been inspired to 
" gallop instantly to rearward and landward, leaving an order 
" to somebody, ' Do the best you can ! ' " 

"So that the Ball is up; dress-pumps and millineries 
" gettinfi^ all locked into their drawers again, — with abound- 
"ance of teehee-ing (1 hope, mostiy in a light vein) from the 
"fair creatures disappointed of their dance for this time. 
"Next day, Serene Highness drew farther back, and next 
"day agam farther, — towards Frankenland and home, as 
"the surest place; — and was no more heard of in those 
"localities."* 

Making his first exit, not yet quite his final, from 
the War-Theatre, amid such tempests of haha-ing and 
teehee-ing. With what thoughts in his own lofty opaque 
mind; — like a crowned mule, of such pace and car- 
riage, who had unexpectedly stepped upon galvanic 
wires! — 

As to' those poor Wiirtembergers , and their notion 
of the "Protestant Hero," I remark farther, that there 
is a something of real truth in it. Friedrich's Creed, 
or Theory of the Universe, differed extremely, in many 
important points, from that of Dr. Martin Luther: but 
in the vital all-essential point, what we may call the 
hearths-core of all Creeds which are human, human and 
not simious or diabolic, the King and the Doctor were 
with their whole heart at one: That it is not allowable, 
that it is dangerous and abominable) to attempt believing 
what is not true. In that sense, Friedrich, by nature 
and position, was a Protestant, and even the chief 

* Bnchholz, n. 838; Maavillon, n. 80; Helden-Geschichte, v. 1184-1193; 
Old Kewspapers, in Gentleman'^s Magazine, xxiz. 603. 

Carlyle, Frederick the Great. XT. 19 
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Protestant in die world. What kind of "Hero," in 
this big War of his, we are gradoallj learning; — in 
which too, if yon investigate, there is not wanting 
something of ^^ Frotestcait Heroism," even in the narrow 
s«[i8e. For it does appear, — Maria Theresa having 
a real fear of God, and poor Lonis a real fear of the 
Devil, whom he may well feel to be getting dangeroua 
purchase over him, — some hope-gleams of acting upon 
Schism, and so meriting Heaven, did mingle with their 
high torestrial combinations, on this unique opportun- 
ity, more than are now supposed in careless Histoiy 
Books. 



What is Perpetual President Maupertuis doing, all thit 
While f Is he still in Berlin; or where in the Uni- 
verse is he? Alas^ poor Maupertuis! 

In the heat of this Campaign, "July 27th," — 
some four days after the Battie of Ziillichau, just while 
Friedrich was hurrying off for that Intersection «t Sagan, 
and breathless Hunt of Loudon and Haddick, — pooi\ 
Maupertuis had quitted this world. July 27th, 1759; 
at Basel, on the Swiss Borders, in his Mend Bemouilli^a 
house, after long months of sickness painfully spent 
there. And our poor Perpetual President, at rest noiv:' 
from all his Aki^a bums, and pains and li^bours in 
flattening the Earth and otherwise, is gone. 

Many beautifuUer men have gone within the Year, 
of whom we can say nothing. But this is one whose 
grandly silent, and then occasionally Ailminant proce- 
dures, Akakia controversies, Olympian solenmities, and 
flamy pirouettings under the contradiction of sinners, we 
once saw; and think with a kind of human pathos that 
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we shall see no more. From his goose of an adorer, 
La BeaumeUe, I have riddled out the following parti- 
culars, chiefly chronological, — and offer them to sus- 
ceptihle readers. La Beaumelle is, in a sort, to be 
considered the speaker; or La Beaumelle and this Editor 
in concert: 

JFincU PUgrimings of the PerpehUU President. " Maupertiiis 
"had quitted Berlin soon after Voltaire. That threat of 
"visiting Voltaire with pistols, — to be met by *my syringe 
" * and vessel of dishonour' on Voltaire's ^art, — was his last 
"memorabilitv in Berlin. His last at that time; or indeed 
" altogether, for he saw little of Berlin farther. 

"End of April 1753, he got leave of absence; set out 
" homewards , for recovery of health. Was at Paris through 
"summer and autumn: very taciturn in society; * preferred 
" * pretty women to any man of science ; ' would sententiously 
"say a strong thiug now and then, 'oitter but not without 
"'6onAoOTte,' shaking slightly his yellow wig. Disdainful, 
"to how high a degree, of Akakia brabbles, and Voltaire 
"gossip for or against! In winter, went to St. Malo; found 
" Eis good Father ^one ; but a loving Sister still there. 

"June 1754, the Kine wrote to him, ^Venez vite, Come 
"'quickly:' July 1754, ne came accordingly,* saw Berlin 
" again ; did nothing noticeable there , except get worse in 
"health; and after eleven months^ June 1756, withdrew a^ain 
"on leave, — never to return this time, though he wellin- 
" tended otherwise. But at St. Malo , when, aner a month or 
" two of Paris, he got thither (Autumn 1756) , and still more, 
"next summer, 1757, when he thought of leaving St. Malo, — 
" what wars, and rumours of war, all over the world ! 

"June 1757 , he went to Bordeaux, intending to take ship 
"for Hamburg, and return: but the sea was fall of English 
"cruisers" (Pitt's Descents lying in store for St Malo itself). 
" No getting to Berlin by the Hamburg or sea route ! ' Never 
" 'mind, then ,' wrote the Eang: 'Improve your health ; go to 
" 'Italy, if you can.' 

" ^mmer 1757 , Maupertuis made for Italy; got as far as 
"Toulouse; — staid there till May following; sad, tragically 

• (Ewres de FrMirie, xx. 49. 

19» 
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stoical; saying, sparingly, and rather to women than men, 
strong things, admired oy the worthier sort. Benoonced 
thou^ts of Italy : 'Europe bleeding, and especially France 
* and Prussia, how go idly touring? 

**May 1758, Maupertuis left Toulouse; turned towards 
Berlin; slow, sad, circuitous; — never to arrive. Saw 
Narbonne, Montpellier, Nimes; with what meditations. 
At Lyons, under honours sky-high, health gettiner worse, 
stays two months; vomits clots of blood there. Thence, 
July 24th, to Neufch^tel and the Lord Marischal; happy 
there for three months. Hears there of Professor Konigs 
death (Akahia Konig) : ' One scoundrel less in the worm,' 
ejaculated he; 'but what is one!' — October 16th, to the 
road again, to Basel; stays perforce , in Bemouilli*8 house 
there, all Winter; health falhng lower and lower. 

"April 1759, one day he has carriage at the door ('Home- 
'ward, at all rates!'); but takes violent spasms in the car- 
riage ; can't; — can no farther in this world. Lingers here, 
under kind care, for above three months more: dying 
slowly, most painfully. With much real stoicism; not 
without a stiff-jointed algebraic kind of piety, almost 
pathetic in its sort. ' Two Capuchins from a neighbouring 
'Convent daily gave him consolations,' not entirely satis- 
factory; for daily withal, 'unknown to the Capuchins , he 
he made his Valet, who was a Protestant, reaa to him from 
'the Geneva Bible;' — and finds many things hard to the 
human mind. July 27th, 1759, he died."* 

Poor Maupertuis; a man of rugged stalwart type; 
honest; of an ardour, an intelligence, — not to be for- 
gotten for La Beaumelle^s pulings over them. A man 
of good and even of high talent; unlucky in mistaking 
it for the highest! His poor Wife, a bom Borck, — 
hastening from Berlin, but again and again delayed by 
industry of kind friends, and at last driving on in spite 
of everything, — met, in the last miles, his Hearse 
and Funeral Company. Adieu, a pitying adieu to him 

* LaBeaumelle, Vie de Maupertuis, pp. 196-216. 
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forever, — and even to his adoring La Beaumelle, who 
is rather less a blockhead than he generally seems. 

This of the Two Capuchins, the last consummation 
of collapse in man, is what Voltaire cannot forget, but 
crows over with his shrillest mockery; and seldom 
mentions Maupertuis without that last touch to his life- 
drama. 

Grand French hivaaion^ Scheme comes entirely to Wreck 
(Quiberon Bay, 20th November 1759): of Cm- 
troller- General Silhouette^ and the Outlooks oflVance, 
financial and other. 

On the very day of Maxen, Tuesday November 20th, 
the grand French Invasion found its terminus, — not 
on the shores of Britain, but of Brittany, to its surprise. 
We saw Rodney bum the Flatbottom manufactory at 
Havre; Boscawen chase the Toulon Squadron, till it 
ended on the rocks of Lagos. From January onwards, 
as was then mentioned, Hawke had been keeping watch, 
off Brest Harbour, on Admiral Conflans, who presides 
there over multifarious preparations, with the last Fleet 
France now has. At Vannes, where Hawke likewise 
has ships watching, are multifarious preparations; new 
Flatbottoms, 18,000 troops, — could Coi^ans and they 
only get to sea. At the long last, they did get; — in 
manner following: 

"November 9th, a wild gale of wind had blown Hawke 
* out of si^ht ; away home to Tprbay, for the moment. * Now 
^ * is the time ! ' thought Conflans, and put to sea (November 
' 14th) ; met by Hawke , who had weighed from Torbay to his 
^ duty ; and who, of course, crowded every sail, after hearing 
'that Conflans was out. At break of day, November 20ih" 
(in the very hours when poor Finck was embattling himself 



i 
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round Mazen, and Daun sprawling up upon him throuffh the 
Passes), "Hawke had had signal, 'A Fleet in sight p and 
*^soon after, ^Conflans in sight,* — and the day of trial 
"come. 

"Conflans is about the strength of Hawke, and France 
"expects much of him; but he is not expecting Hawke. 
" Conflans is busy, at this moment, in the mouth ot Quiberon 
" Bay, opening the road for Vannes and the 18,000; —. in hot 
"chase, at the moment, of a Commodore Duff and his small 
"Squadron, who have been keeping watch there, and are 
"now running all they can. On a sudden, to the astonish- 
"ment of Conflans, this little Squadron whirls round, eveiY 
"ship of it (with a sky-rending cheer, could he hear it), and 
"commences chasing! Conflans, tasing survey, sees that it 
"is Hawke; he, sure enough, coming down from windward 
" vender, at his highest speed ; and that chasing will not now 
" DC one's business! — 

"About 11 A.M., Hawke is here; eight of his vanward 
"ships are sweeping on for action. Conflans, at first, had 
" determined to nght Hawke ; and drew up accordingly, and 
"did try a little: but gradually thought better of it; and 
"decided to take shelter in the sho^y coasts and nooks 
"thereabouts, which were unknown to Hawke, and might 
"ruin him if he should pursue, the day being short, and the 
" weather extremely baa. Weather itself almost to be called 
"a storm. * Shoreward, then; eastward, every ship!' be- 
"camo, ultimately, Conflans's plan. On the whole, it was 
**2 in the afternoon before Hawke, with those vanward 
"£ight, could get clutch of Conflans. And truly he did 
"then strike his claws into him, in a thunderously fervid 
** manner, he and all hands, in spite of the roaring weather:— 
" a man of falcon, or accipitral, nature as well as name. 

"C'Onflans himself fought well; as did certain of iiie 
" others , — all , more or less , so long as their plan continued 
** steady: — thunderous miscellany of cannon and tempest; 
^^Contiana with his plan steady, or Conflans with his plan 
** waverings (vr«^4j» those vanwwl £ight, for two hours or 
"mort^. But the scene was too dreacBul; this ship smking, 
"that obU||«d to strike; things all going awry for Conflans. 
** Hawke, m his own Fla^shi^, bore down specially on Con- 
**flaiia iu bit, — who did wait, and exchange a couple of 
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"broadsides; but then sheered off, finding it so heayy. 
"French Vice- Admiral next likewise j^ave Hawke a broad- 
"side; one only, and sheered off, satisfied with the retam. 
" Some Four others , in succession, did the like; 'One blast, 
" * as we hurry by ' (making for the shore , mostly) ! So that 
"Hawke seemed swallowed in volcanoes (though, indeed, 
"their firing was very bad, such a flurry among them), and 
" his Blue Fla^ was invisible for some time ) and various ships 
"were hastenmg to help him, — till a Fifth Fi'ench ship 
"coming up with her broadside, Hawke answered her in 
"particular {La Superbe, a Seventy-four) with all his guns 
"toother; which sent the poor ship to the bottom, m a 
"hiaeously sudden manner. One other (the Th^sie) had al- 
" ready sunk in fighting; two (the Soletl and the Heros\ were 
"already running for it, — the H6ros, in a very t/nneroic 
"manner! But on this terrible plunge-home of the Superbe, 
"the rest all made for the shore; — and escaped into the 
"rocky intricacies and the darkness. Four of Conflans*s 
"ships were already gone, — struck, sunk, or otherwise 
" extinct , — when darkness fell, and veiled Conflans and his 
"distresses. * Country people, to the number of 10,000,' 
" crowded on the shore, had been seen watching the Battle; 
" and, * as sad witnesses of the White Flag's disgrace,' dis- 
" appeared into the interior." * 

It was such a night as men never witnessed before. Wal- 
pole says: "The roaring of the elements was redoubled by 
"the thunder from our ships; and both concurred in that 
"scene of horror, to put a period to the Navy and hopes of 
* * France. Seven ships of the line got into the Kiver Vilaine " 
(lay there fourteen months, under strict watching, till their 
backs were broken, "thumping against the shalk>w bottom, 
"every tide," and only "three, with three frigates," ever got 
out a^ain): "eight more escaped to different ports," into 
the Eiver Charente , ultimately. " Conflans's own ship and 
"another were run on shore, and burnt. One we took." 
Two. with their crews, had gone to the bottom; one under 
Hawke's cannon; one partly by its own mismanagement. 
"Two of ours were lost in the storm" Tchasing that Saleil and 
H4ros)j "but the crews saved. Lora Howe, who attacked 

* Beatson, u. 827-846;] and lb. m. 844-160. iBiGmtleimafCB Magaxiim 
(XXIX. 667), *<A Ohapl«in*s Letter,"* &c 
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^^ La Formidable, bore down on her with such violence, that her 
** prow fbrced-in his lower tier of fans. Captain Digbjr, in the 
^^jDunkirkyTecQiYed the fire of twelve of the enemy's i^ip8,and 
''lost not a man. KeppePs was full of water, and he thought 
'4t sinking: a sudden squall* emptied his shipj but he was 
''informed all his powder was wet; "Then," said he, "lam 
" sorry I am safe.*' They came and told him a small quantity 
" was undamaged ; ' Very well ,* said he ; ' then attack again.' 
"Not above eight of our ships were engaged in obtaining that 
" decisive victory. The Invasion was heard of no more. * 

Invasion had been fully intended , and even , in these final 
days, considerably expected. In the old London Newspapers 
we read this notice: Monday November 19th: "Today there 
"came Three Expresses," — Three Expresses, with what 
haste in their eyes, testifying successively of Conflans's 
whereabout. But it was believed that Hawke would e^I 
manage. And, at any rate, Pitt wore such a look, — and 
had, in fact, made such preparation on the coasts, even in 
failure of Hawke, — there was no alarm anywhere. Indigna- 
tion rather; — and naturally^ when the news did come , what 
an outburst of Illumination m the windows and the hearts of 
men! 

"Hawke continued watching the mouths of the Vilaine 
"and Cbarente Rivers, for a good while after, and without 
"interruption henceforth, — till the storms of Winter had 
" plainly closed them for one season. Supplies of fresh pror 
"visions had come to him from England, all Summer: but 
"were stopped latterly hj the wild weather. Upon which, 
"in tiie fleet, arose this ^avely pathetic Stave of Sea- 
" Poetry, with a wrinkle of brmy humour grinning in it : 

"Till Hawke 4id bang Monsieur OoniUas' (Congflang), 

** Yon sent us beef and beer ; 
"Now Monsieur's beat, weVe nought to eat, 

** Since you have nought to fear."?* 

* Walpole, Georpe Second, in. 932.— Here Is the List, accurately riddled 
out: 1. Formidable, struck (about 4 p.m.): 2. TMs^, sunk (by a tnnble 
it made, while in action, under an unskilftil Oi^tain): 8. Suptrhe, sunk: 
4. H^oB, iStruck; could not be boarded, such weather; and recommenced 
next day, but had to run and strand itself, and be burnt by the English; — 
as did (5.) The Soleil Royal (Conflans*s Flagship), Oonflans and crew (like 
those of the H&ros) getting out in time. 
** Beatson, n. 842n. 
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The French mode of takuig this catastrophe was 
rather peculiar. Hear Barhier, an Eyewitness; dating, 
Paris, December 1759 : " Since the first days of Deceinher, 
"there has heen cried, and sold in the streets, a Printed 
"Detail of all that concerns the Grand Invasion pro- 
"jected this long while: to wit, the number of Ships of 
"the Line, of Frigates, Galiots, — among others 500 
"Flatbottomed Boats, which are to carry over, and land 
"in England, more than 54,000 men; — with list of 
"the Regiments, and number of the King^s Guards, that 
"are also to go: there are announced for Generals-in- 
" Chief, M. le Prince de Conti" (do readers remember 
him since the Broglio-Maillebois time, and how King 
Louis prophesied in autograph that he would be "the 
Grand Conti" one day?) — "Prince de Conti, Prince 
de Soubise'^ (left his Conquest of Frank^irt for this 
greater Enterprise), "and Milord Thomont" (Lish Ja- 
cobite, whom I don't know). "As sequel to this Detail, 
" there is a lengthy Song on the Disembarbnent in Eng- 
*'*'lcmd, and the fear the English must have of it!" 
Calculated to astonish the practical forensic mind. 

"It is inconceivable," continues he, "how they have 
"permitted such a Piece to be printed; still more, to 
"be cried, and sold price one halfpenny (detue Uards). 
"This Song is indecent, in the circumstances of the 
actual news from our Fleet at Brest (20th of last 
month); — in regard to which bad adventure M. le 
"Marquis de Conflans has come to Versailles, to justify 
"himself, and throw the blame on M. le Marquis de 
"Beauf&emont" (his Rear -admiral, now safe in the 
Charente, with eight of our poor ships). "Such things 
"are the more out of place, as we are in a bad enough 
"position, — no Flatbottoms stirring from the ports, 
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"no Troops <fF the Maison du Boi setting out; — and 
"have reason to believe that we are now to make no 
"such attempt"* 

Silhouette, the ControUer-Greneral, was thought to 
have a creative genius in finance: but in the eighth 
month of his gestation, what phenomena are these? 
October 26th, there came out Four Decrees of Council, 
setting forth. That, "as the expenses of the War exceed 
*'not only the Eling's ordinary revenues, but the extra- 
^^ ordinaries he has had to lay on his people, there is 
"nothing for it but," in fact, Suspension of Payment; 
actual Temporary Bankruptcy: — "Cannot pay you; 
part of you not for a year, others of you not till the 
War end; will give you 5 per cent interest instead." 
Coupled with which, by the same creative genius, is a 
Declaration in the King^s name, "That the King com- 
pels nobody, but does invite all and sundry of loyal 
inind to send their Plate (on loan, of course, and with 
due receipt for it) to the Mint to be coined, lest Majesty 
come to have otherwise no money," — his very valets, 
as is priTatel7 known, liaving h^ no wages from him 
for ten months past 

Whereupon the rich Princes of the Blood, Due 
d*Orl^ans foremost, and Official persons. Pompadour, 
Belleisle, Choiseul, do make an effort; and everybody 
that has Plate feels tmeasily that he cannot use it, and 
that he ought to send it And, November 5lii, the 
Eang^s own Plate, packed ostentatiously in carts, wait 
to the Mint; — the Dauphiness, noble Saxon Lady, had 
already volunteered with a silver toilet-table of hers, 
brand-new, and of exquisite costly pattern; but the 

* Bwbier, it. 888. 
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King forbade her. On such examples, everybody bad 
to make an effort, or uneasily try to make one. King 
Friedricb, eight days after Maxen, is somewhat amused 
at these proceedings in the distance: 

"The kettles and spoons of the French seem to me 
"a pleasant resource for carrying on War!" writes he 
to D'Argens.* "A bit of mummery to act on the public 
"feeling, I suppose. The result of it will be small: but 
"as the Belleisle Letters'*'* (taken in Contades^s baggage, 
after Minden, and printed by Duke Ferdinand for public 
edification) "make always such an outcry about poverty, 
"those people are trying to impose on their enemies, 
"and persuade them that the carved and chiselled silver 
**of the Kingdom will suffice for making a vigorous 
" Campaign. I see nothing else that can have set them 
" on imagining the farce they are now at There is 
" MUnster taken from them by the English-Hanoverian 
"people*, it is affirmed that the French, on the. 25th, 
"quitted Giessen, to march on Friedberg and repass 
"the Rhine" (might possibly have done so; — but the 
Hereditary Prince and his 12,000 come to be needed 
elsewhere I) — "Poor we are opposite our enemies here, 
"cantoned in the Villages about; the last truss of straw, 
"the last loaf of bread will decide which of us is to 
"remain in Saxony. And as the Austrians are extremely 
"squeezed together, and can get nothing out of Bohmen," 
— one hopes it will not be they! 

All through November, this sending of Plate, I never 
knew with what net result of moneys coinable, goes on 
in Paris; under what astonishments abroad and at home, 
and in liie latter region under what execrations on Sil- 
houette, may be imagined. " Tout le monde jurt beaucoup 

* " Wllidrof, 28th Noyember 1769,"* (Kuvrea d$ Frmrie, xiz. 106. . 
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^''contre M, de Silhouette^ All the world swears mnch 
*' against him," says Barbier; — but I believe probably 
he was much to be pitied: "A creative genius, you; 
and this is what you come to?" 

November 22d, the poor man got dismissed; France 
swearing at him, I know not to what depth; but howling 
and hissing, evidently, with all its might. The very 
tailors and milliners took him up, — trousers without 
pockets, dresses without flounce or fold, which they 
called a la Silhouette; — and, to this day, in France 
and Continental Countries, the old-fashioned Shadow- 
Profile (mere outline, and vacant black) is practically 
called a silhouette. So that the very Dictionaries have 
him; and, like bad Count Beinhart, or Reynard ^ of 
earlier date, he has become a Noun Appellative, and 
is immortalised in that way. The first of that con- 
siderable Series of Creative Financiers, Abb^ Terray 
and the rest, — brought in successively with blessings, 
and dismissed with cursings and hissings, — who end 
in Calonne, Lom^nie de Brienne, and what Mirabean 
Pire called "the General Overturn (Culbute Generalejr 
Thitherward, privately, straight towards the Greneral 
Overturn, is France bound; — and will arrive in about 
thirty years. 

Fnedrich^ strange to say, publishes (March — June 1760) 
an Edition of his Poems. Question , " JVho wrote 
Matinees du Roi de Prusse?" — for the second^ and 
positively the last Time, 

In this avalanche of impending destructions, what 
can be more surprising than to hear of the Editing of 
Poems on his Majesty's parti Actual publication of that 
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CEuvre de Foesie^ for which Voltaire, poor gentleman, 
suffered such tribulation seven years ago. Now coining 
out from choice: Eeprint of it, not now to the extent 
of twelve copies for highly special friends, but in 
copious thousands, for behoof of mankind at large! 
The thing cost Friedrich very little meditating, and 
had become necessary, — and to be done with speed. 

Readers recollect the CEuvre de Poesie^ and satirical 
hits said to be in it. At Paris, about New-year's time 
1760, some helpfal Hand had contrived to bring out, 
under the pretended date "Potsdam," a cheap edition 
of that interesting Work. * Merely in the way of theft, 
as appeared to cursory readers, to D'Argens, for ex- 
ample:** but, in deeper fact, for the purpose of appris- 
ing certain Crowned Heads, friendly and hostile, — 
Czarish Majesty and George H. of England the main 
two, — what this poetising King was pleased to think 
of them in his private moments. D'Argens declares* 
himself glad of this theft, so exquisitely clever is the 
Book. But Friedrich knows better: "March 17th, when 
a Copy of it came to him," Friedrich sees well what is 
meant, — and what he himself has to do in it. He in- 
stantly sets about making a few suppressions, changes 
of phrase; sends the thing to D'Argens: "Publish at 
once, with a little prefatory word." And, at the top 
of his speed, D'Argens has, in three-weeks time, the 
suitable AvanUpropos ^ or Avis au Lihraire^ "circulating 
in great quantities, especially in London and Peters- 
burg" ("Thief Editor has omitted; and, what is far 
more, has malignantly interpolated: here is the poor 

* "(Ewsres du Philosophy de Sans-Souei:" 1 vol. 12mo, **Potsdain" 
(Pai-U, in truth), "1760," 

** His Letter to the King, (Eutfres de Fridge, xxx. 18S. 



302 FRIEDRICH LIKE TO BE OYEBWHELMED. [book ZXX. 

Noy. 1759 — March 17G0. 

idle Work itself, not a Counterfeit of it, if anybody 
care to read it^'), and an Orthodox Edition ready.* 
The diligent Pirate Booksellers, at Amsterdam, at 
London, copiously reproduced this authorised Berlin 
Edition too, — or added excerpts from it to their re- 
prints of the Paris one, by way of yarions-readings. 
And everybody read and compared, what nobody will 
now do; theme, and treatment of theme, being both 
now so heartily indifferent to us. 

Who the Perpetrator of this Parisian maleficence 
was, remained dark; — and would not be worth in- 
quiring into at all, except for two reasons intrinsically 
^flinl but not quite wiLut interest to readers of om 
time. First, that Voltaire, whom some suspected (some, 
never much Friedrich, that I hear of), appears to have 
been perfectly innocent; — and indeed had been in- 
capacitated for guilt, by Schmidt and Freytag, and 
their dreadful Fr^nkfrirt procedures! This is reason 
first; poor Voltaire mutely asking us. Not to load him 
with more sins than his own. Eeason second is, that, by a 
singular opportunity, there has, in these very months,** 
a glimmering of light risen on it to this Editor; illus- 
trating, two other points as well, which readers here are 
acquainted with, some time ago, as riddles of the in- 
significant sort The Demon Newswritery with his 
''Idea'' of Friedrich, and the ''^atinees du JRoi ds 
Fnisse:'' readers recollect both tihose Productions; both 

• "Came out, 'April 9th" (see Mitchell, ii. 163), "and a second finer 
Edition in June:*" In (Euvres deFrHMc, x. p. x, xnc 137 n., 18S; eflpeeian:f 
in Preu8s, i. 467, 468 (if you will compare him with himself on these dif- 
ferent occnaions, and patiently wind out his bit of meaning), all manner of 
minutest detail*. 
•• Spring 1863. 
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enigmatic as to aathorship; — but both now become 
riddles which can more or less be read. 

For the. surprising drcumstance (though in certain 
periods, when die realm of very Chaos reSmerges, fit- 
ftiUy, into upper sunshine now and then, nothing ought 
to surprise one as happening there) is. That, only a 
few months ago, the incomparable Matinees (known to 
my readers five years since) has found a new Editor 
and reviver. E^tor illuminated "by the Secretary of 
the Great Napoleon," "by discovery of manuscripts," 
"by the Due de Rovigo," and I know not what; ani- 
mated also, it is said, by religious views. And, in 
short, the Matinees is again abroad upon the word, — 
"your London Edition twice reprinted in Germany, by 
the Jesuit party since" (much good may it do the 
Jesuit party! — a Matinees again in comfortable cir- 
cumstances , as would seem. Probably the longest-eared 
Platitude now walking the Earth, thiough there are a 
good many with ears long. Unconscious, seemingly, 
that it has been killed thrice and four times already; 
and that indeed, except in the realm of Nightmare, it 
never was alive, or needed any killing; belief in it, 
doubt upon it (I must grieve to inform the Due de 
Bovigo and honourable persons concerned), being evi- 
dence conclusive that you have not yet the faintest pre; 
liminary shadow of correct knowledge about Friedrich 
or his habits or affairs, and that you ought first to try 
and acquire some. 

To me, argument on this subject would have been, 
too unendurable. But argument there was on it, by 
persons capable and willing, more than one: and in re- 
sult this surprising brand-new London mooncalf of a 
Matinees was smitten through, and slit in pieces, for 
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the fifth time, — as if that could have hurt it much! 
" Jfii der Dummheit" sings Schiller; "Human Stupidity 
**is stronger than the very Grods." However, in the 
course of these new inspections into matters long since 
obsolete, there did, — what may truly be considered 
as a kind of profit by this Resuscitating of the moon* 
calf Matinees upon afflicted mankind, and is a net out- 
come from it, real, though very small, — some light 
rise as to the origin and genesis of Matinees; some 
twinkles of light, and, in the utterly dark element, did 
disclose other monstrous extinct shapes looming to right 
and left of said monster: and, in a word, the Author- 
ship of Matinees^ and not of Matinees only, becomes 
now at last faintly visible or guessable. To one of those 
industrious Matadors, as we may call them. Slayers of 
this mooncalf for the fourth or fifth time, I owe the 
following Note; which, on verifying, I can declare to 
be trustworthy: 

^^The Author of Matindes^ it is nearly certain," says my 
Correspondent, '4s actually a 'M. de Bonneville,' — contrary 
" to what you wrote ^yq years ago.* Not, indeed, the fionne- 
''ville who is found in Dictionanes^ who is visibly impossible; 
*^but a Bonneville of the precedmg generation, who was 
^'Mar^chal de Saxe's Adjutant or Secretarv, old enough to 
"have been the Uncle or the Father of that revolutionary 
'* Bonneville. Mardchal de Saxe died, November 30th, 1750; 
^'this senioi^Bonneville, still a young man, had been with him 
"^'to Potsdam on visit there. Bonneville, conscious of genius, 
'''and now out of employment, naturally went thither again; 
'''lived a ^ood deal there, or went between France and there: 
'''and authentic History knows of him, by direct evidence, and 
•"by reflex, the following Three Facts (the second of them 
^"'itself threefold), of which I will distinguish the indubitable 
"' from the inferentially credible or as good as certain : 



* AtD. 1858 {iuprh, x. 238 ete.)« 
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"1<>. Indubitable, That Bonneville sold toFriedricli certain 
'* Papers, military Plans, or the like, of the lateMar^chal, and 
*' was paid for them; but by no means met the reco^ition his 
*' genius saw itself to merit. These things are certam, though 
"not dated, or datable except as of the year 1750 or 1751. 
"After which, for above twenty jears, Bonneville entered 
"upon a series of adventures, caliginous, underground, for 
"most part; * soldiering in America,' * writing anonymous 
" 'Pamphlets or Books,' roaming wide over the world; and led 
"a busy but obscure and uncertain life^ hang^ing by Berlin 
" as a kmd of centre, or by Paris andBerlm as his two centres*; 
"and had a miscellaneous series of adventures, subterranean 
"many of them, unluminous all of them, not courting the 
"li^ht; which lie now in naturally a very dark condition. 
"Dimly discernible, however, in the general dusk of Bonne- 
" ville, dim and vague of outline, but definitely steady beyond 
"what could have been expected, it does appear farther, — 
"what alone entitles Bonneville to the least memory here, or 
"anywhere in Nature now or henceforth, — 

"20. That, shortly after that first rebuff in Potsdam, he, 
"not another, in 1752, was your ^ Demon News-writer,^ whom 
"we gazed at, some tin^e since, devoutly crossing ourselves, 
"for a little while! 

"Likewise that, in 1759-60, after or before his American 
"wanderings, he, the same Bonneville , as was suspected at 
"the time,* stole and edited this surreptitious miscnief-mak- 
"ing CEuvres du PMlosophe de Sans-Soud (Paris or Lyon, 
"pretending to be * Potsdam,' January 1760)," which we are 
now considering ! "Encouraged, probably enough, by Choiseul 
"himself, who, in any case, is now known toliave been the 
"promoter of tnis fine bit of mischief.** and who may there- 
"upon" (or may as probably, not "thereupon," if it were of 
the least consequence to gods or men^ "have opened to Bonne- 
" ville a new military career in America? Career which led to 

* "Nicolai, Ueber Zimmermanns Fragmente, 1. 181, 183, ii. 263, 254. 
"Sketch of what ig authentically known about Bonneville: 'suspected 
*<both of Mo^iJi^, and of the Stolen Edition.''' 

** Choisenrs own Note, '^ToH.deMalesherbes, Directeur de laLibraire, 
" 10th December 1769 s"* "By every method screen the Kings's Government 
from being suspected; — and get the Edition out at once.^ (Published 
in the ConsUtutionn^l, 2d December 1860, by M. Sainte-Beave; copied in 
Prenss, (Euvres de Fridiric, xix. 168 n.) 

Carlyle, Frederick «hc Great, XL 20 
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^OB good as nothing; French soldiering in Ameriea bein? 
<<done for, in the course of 1760. Upon whidi Bonneville would 
^return to his old haunts, to his ola sabterranean indnalrieB in 
*' Paris and Berlin. 

''And that, finally, in 1765, he, as was agiun suspected at 
''the time ,* he and no other, did write Ihose Maimdeg , which 
"appeared next jear in print (1766), and manj times since; 
" and have just been reprmted , as a surprising new discovery, 
''at London, in Spring 1863. 

"3^. That either after or before those Editorial exploits. 
"Bonneville had sold the Marshal de Saxe's Plans ana 
"Papers, which were already the King's to some second 
" person, and been a second time paid for them. And was , in 
"regard to this Swindling exploit ^ found out; and by reason 
"of that sale, or for what reason is not known, was put into 
" Spandau, and, one hopes, ended his life tiiere.** 

Fact No. 2, which alone concerns us here, — and 
which, in its three successive stages, does curiously 
cohere with itself and with other things, — comes, 
therefore, not by direct light, which indeed, by the 
nature of the case, would be impossible. Not by direct 

• " Nlcolai, Ueber Zimmertnanns PragmenteJ" 

** "Nicolai. ubi suprA; — and besides him, only the two foUowingre- 
"ferences, oat of half a cartload: 1*. Bacbaomont, H^oires secretes, *7th 
"February 1765* (see Barbier, Dictionnaire des Anonymes, % Matinees), who 
" calls Matinees *a development of the Idie de la Personne,* &c. (that is, of 
"your 'Demon News-writer;^ already known to Bachanmont, this 'iW^,' 
" it seems , as well as the Matin4es in Manuscript)." 2^. '* Letter of Grimm 
"to Duchess of Sacbsen-Gotha" (our Dnehess), "dated 'Puris, 16th April 
"1766:' not in printed Correspondance de Grimm, bat still in the Arehives 
" of Gotha, in company with a Ms. of Matinees, probably the oldest extant 
"(see, — in the Grenzbaten Periodical, Leipzig, 1863, pp. 473-484, &00-519,— 
"K. Samwer, who is ChiQt Malleus of this new London mooncalf, and will 
<' inform the curious of every particular).** 

Matinees was first printed, 1766 (no place), and seven or elglit times 
since, in diflferent Countries ; twice or thrice over, as *an interesting new 
discovery:' — very wearisome to this Editor; who read Matiniee (in poor 
London print, that too), many years ago,— with complete satigfaotion as to 
Matinies , and sincere wish not to touch it again even with a pair of toags; 
— and has since had three 'priceless Mss, of ft' offered him, at low rates, 
as a guerdon to merit. 
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light, but by vaxious reflex lights, and conyergence of 
probabilities old and new, which become the stronger 
the better they are examined; and may be considered 
as amounting to what is called a moral certainty, — 
''certain^* enough for an inquiry of that significance. 
To a kind of moral certainty: kind of moral consola- 
tion too; only One individual of Adam^s Posterity, not 
Three or more, having been needed in these multi- 
£Euious acts of scoundrelism; and that One receiving 
payment, or part payment, so prompt and appropriate, 
in the shape of a permanent cannon-ball at his ankle. 

This is the one profit my readers or I have yet de- 
rived from the late miraculous Besuscitation o£ Matinees 
Boy ales; the other items of profit in that Enterprise 
shall belong, not to us in the least measure, but to 
Bonneville, and to his well or ill disposed Coadjutors 
and Copartners in the Adventure. A^eu to it, and to 
him and to them, forever and a day! 

Peace -Negotiations hopeful to Friedrich, all through 
Whiter; but the French won*t. Voltaire ^ and his 
Style of Corresponding. 

This Winter, there was talk of Peace, more specific- 
ally than ever. November 15th, at the Hague, as a 
neutral place, there had been, by the two Majesties, 
Britannic and Prussian, official Declaration y '^We, for 
our part, deeply lament these horrors, and are ready to 
treat of Peace.^^ This Declaration was presented, No- 
vember 15th, 1759, by Prince Ludwig of Brunswick 
(Head General of the Dutch, and a Brother of Prince 
Ferdinand our G^neral^s, suitable for such case), to 
the Austrian-French Excellencies at the Hague. By 

20* 
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whom it had been received with the due politeness, 
**Will give it onr profoondest consideration;"* — which 
indeed the French, for some time, privately did; though 
the Austrians privately had no need to do so, being ail- 
ready fixed for a negative response to the proposal. 
But hereby rose actual talk of a "Congress;" and 
wagging of Diplomatic wigs as to where it shall be. 
'^In Breda," said some; "Breda « place us^ to Con- 
gresses." "Why not in Nanci here?" "Said poor old 
Ex-Polish Stanislaus, alive to the calls of benevolence, 
poor old Titular soul. Others said "Leipzig;" others 
"Augsburg;" — and indeed in Augsburg, according 
to the Grazetteers, at one time, there were "uphohh 
terers busy getting ready the Apartments." So that, 
with such rumour in the Diplomatic circles, the 
Gazetteer and outer world was fiill of speculation upon 
Peace; and Friedrich had lively hopes of it, and had 
been hoping three months before, as we transiently 
saw, though again it came to nothing. All to nothing; 
and is not, in itself, worth the least attention from us 
here, — a poor extinct fact, loud in those months and 
filling the whole world, now silent and extinct to every-* 
body, — except, indeed, that it offers physiognomic 
traits here and there of a certain Eang, and of those 
about him. For wliich reason we will dweU on it a 
few minutes longer. 

Nobody, in tiiat Winter 1759-60, could guess where, 
or from whom, this big world-interesting Peace-Nego- 
tiation had its birth; as everybody now can, when 

* Declaration (by the two Mi^estles) that they mre ready to treat of 
Peace, 15th November 1759, presented by &e. (as. above); Answer flroai 
France, in stingy terms , and not till 3d April 1760 : are in Ldndon GatetUt 
la Gentleman* Magazine, zxix.*608, xxx. 188; in &o. &c. 
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nobody now is curious on the question! At Sagan, in 
September last, we all saw the small private source of 
it, its first outspurt into daylight; and read Friedrich's 
Answers to Voltaire and the noble Duchess on it: — 
for the sake of which Two private Correspondents, and 
of Friedrich's relation to them, possibly a few more 
Excerpts may still have a 'kind of interest, now when 
the thing corresponded on has ceased to have any. To 
the Duchess, a noble-minded Lady, beautifally zealous 
to help if she could, by whose hand these multifarious 
Peace -Papers have to pass, this is always Friedrich's 
fine style in transmitting them. Out of many speci- 
mens, following that of Sagan which we gave, here 
ar0 the Next Three: 

Friedrich to the Duchess of SacTisen-Gotha (Three other Letters 

on the "Peace"). 

1. 

" Wilfldruf; 2lBt November 1759" (day after Mazen, surrender 
was this morning, — of which he has not heard). 

"Madame, — Nothing but your generosities and your 
"indulgence could justify my incongruity" (incongruUe^ in 
troubling you with the Enclosed). " You will have it, Madame, 
"tiiiati oball still farther abuse those bounties, which are so 
"precious to me: at least remember that it is by jrour order , if 
"1 forward through your hand this Letter, which does not 
."merit such honour. 

"Chance, which so insolently mocks the projects of men, 
"and delights to build up and then pull down, has led us 
".about, thus far, — to the end of the Campaign" (not quite 
ended yet, if we knew). "The Ausbrians are ffirt-m by the 
"Elbe on this side; I nave had two important Magazines of 
"theirs in Bohemia destroyed" (Kleisfs doing). " There have 
" been some bits of fightine(a^atres), that have turned entirely 
" to our advantage : — so that I am in hopes of forcing M. Daun 
"to repass the Elbe, to abandonDresden, and to take the road 
"for 2iittau and Bonemia. 
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'^I talk to 70U, Madame J of what I am surroanded with; of 
*whaty being in your neighbourhood, may perhaps have 




*my Cousm. — Your most faithful Cousin, Friend and Ser- 
*vant, — F/' 

2. 

"Freyberg, 18th December 1759. 

" Madame , — you spoil me so by your indulgence , you so 
** accustom me to have obligations to you, that I reproach 
" myself a hundred times with this presumption. Certainly I 
'* should not continue to enclose these Letters to your care, 
'*had not I the hope that perhaps the Correspondence may be 
'' of some use to England , and even to Europe , — for without 
'* doubt Peace is the desirable, the natural and happy state for 
'* all Nations. It is to accelerate Peace, Madame , that I abuse 
'* your generosities. This motive excuses me to myself for the 
"mcongruity of my procedures. 

*^Tne goodness you have to take interest in my situation 
" obliges me to give you some account of it. We have under- 
"gone all sorts of misfortune here" (Maxen, what not), "at 
*^the moment we were least expecting them. Nevertheless, 
"there remains to us courage and hope ; here are Auxiliaries" 
(Hereditary Prince and 12,(SX)) "on the point of arriving : there 
" is reason to think that the end of our Campaign will oe less 
"frightful than seemed likely three weeks ago. May you. 
"Madame, enjoy all the happiness that I wish you. May all 
"the world become acquainted with your virtues, imitate 
"them, and admire you as I do. May you be persmaded 
"that... — F." 

3. 

"Preybwrg, letb FabniHry 1760. 

"Madame, — It is to mj great regret that I importune 
"Your Highness so often with my Letters. Your bounties, 
"Madame, have spoiled me; — it will teach you to be more 
"chary of them to others. I regard you as an estimable 
"Friend, to whose friendship 1 have recourse in straits. The 
" question is still Peace , Madame ; and were not the object of 
"my importunities so beautiful, Madame, I should be inex- 
"cusable." — Goes then into practical considerations, about 
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"Cocceji" (King's Aide-de-Camp, oncse Keith's, who carries 
this Letter^, about a "Herr von £delsheim," a ^^Bailli de 
" Froulay, and the possible " Conditions of Peace ," — not of 
conseqaence tons just now.* 

As to Voltaire again , and the nerw Friedrich- 
Voltaire Style of Correspondence, something more of 
detail will be requisite. Ever since the black days of 
1757, when poor Wilhelmina, with Bossbach and 
Leuthen still hidden from her in a future gloomy as 
death, desperately brought Voltaire to bear upon Car- 
dinal Tencin and this matter, without success, there 
has been a kind of regular corresponding between Vol- 
taire and Friedrich; characteristic on both sides. A 
pair of Lovers hopelessly estranged and divorced; and 
yet, in a sense, unique and priceless to one another. 
The Past, ftill of heavenly radiances, which issued, 
alas, in flames and sooty conflagrations as of Erebus, 
— let us forget it, and be taught by it! The Past is 
pain^, and has been too didactic to some of us: but 
here still is the Present with its Future-, better than 
blank nothing. Pleasant to hear the sound of that 
divine voice of my loved one, were it only in com- 
monplace remarks on the weather, — perhaps inteiv 
mixed with secret jibings on myself: — let us hear it 
while we can, amid those world-wide crashing discords 
and piping whirlwinds of war. 

Friedrich sends his new Verses or light Proses, 
which he is ever and anon throwing off; Voltaire sends 
his, mostly in print, and of more elaborate turn: they 

* (Euvres de Fr6i6ric, xym. 174, 173, 172. Correspondence on this sab- 
j6ct lasts from 82d September 1759 to 8th May 1760: ih. pp. 170-186. In 
that final Letter of 8th May, is the phrase , hardly worth restoring to its 
real ownership , though the context considerably redeems it there , — '' the 
iprijadice I eaa*t get rid of, that, in war, Dieii est ptmr les gros escadrms,^ 
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talk on matters that are passing ronnd them, romid 
^8 King, the centre of them, — Friedrich usnally in 
a rather swaggering way (lest his Correspondent think 
of blabbing), and always with something of banter 
andible in him; — as has Voltaire too, bnt in a finer 
treble tone, being always female in this pretty duet of 
parted lovers. It rarely comes to any scolding between 
them*, but there is or can be notJiing of cordiality. 
Nothing, except in the mutual admiration, which one 
perceives to be sincere on both sides; and also, in the 
mutual practical estrangement: "Nothing more of you, 
— especially of yow. Madam, — as a practical domestic 
article!" 

After long reading, with Historical views, in this 
final section of the Friedrich- Voltaire Correspondence, 
at first so barren otherwise and of little entertainment, 
one finds that this too, when once you can "read" it 
(that is to say, when the scene and its details are 
visible to you), becomes highly dramatic, Shakespearean- 
comic or more, for this is Nature's self, who far excels 
even Shakespeare; — and that the inextricably dark 
condition of these Letters is a real loss to the ingenuous 
reader, and especially to the student of Friedrich. 
Among the frequently-recurring topics, one that oftenest 
turns up on Voltaire's side is that of Peace: Oh, if 
your Majesty would but make Peace! Does it depend 
on me? thinks Friedrich always; and is, at last, once 
provoked to say so: 

Friedrich to Voltaire, 

*• Reich-Hennersdorf, 2d July 1759" (shortly before Schmmtseifen, 
while waiting Daun'a slow movements). 

"Askmg me for Peace : there is a bitter joke ! "— . (In verse, 
this ; flmgs off a handful of crackers on the Bien-Aimdy whose 
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Chamberlain you are, on the Hongrmse qu^tl adore, on the 
Bussian quefabhorre; — then continues in prose) : 

"It is to him," the Well-beloved Louis, "that you must 
" address yourself, or to his Amboise in Petticoats " (his Pom- 
padour, acting the Cardinal-Premier on this occasion). "But 
"these people Have their heads filled with ambitious projects: 
"these people are the difficulty; they wish to be the sovereign 
^^ arbiters of sovereigns; — and that is what persons of my 
" way of thinking wifl by no means put up with. I love PeacjB 
"quite as much as you could wish; but I want it^ood, solid 
" and honourable. Socrates or Plato would have thought as I 
" do on this subject, had they found themselves placed in the 
" accursed position which is now mine in the world. 

"Think you there is any pleasure in leading this dog of a 
" life " (cUenne , she-dog) ? "In seeing and causmg the butch- 
"ery of people you know nothing of; in losing daily those 
. " you do know and love ; in seeing perpetually your reputation 
" exposed to the caprices of chance ; in passingyear after year 
"in disquietudes and apprehensions; in risking, without end, 
" your life and your fortune ? 

" I know ri^ht well the value of tranquillity , the sweets of 
"society, the charms of life; and I love to be happy, as much 
"as anybody whatever. But much as I desire these olessines, 
" I will not purchase them by basenesses and infamies. Philo- 
"sophy enjoins us to do our duty; faithfully to serve our 
"Country, at the price of our blood, of our repose, and of 
" every sacrifice that can be required of us. The illustrious 
^^Zadtg went through a ffood many adventures which were not 
"to his taste 2 Camide the like; and nevertheless took- their 
"misfortune m patience. What finer example to follow tiian 
" tiiat of tiiose heroes? 

"Take my word, our * curt jackets,* as you call them" 
(habits icourtes, peculiar to the Prussian soldier at that time), 
" are as good as your red heels, as the Hungarian pelisses, ana 
"the green frocks of the Roxelans" (Russians). "We are 
"actually on the heels of the latter" (at least poor Dohna is, 
and poor Dictator Wedell will be. not with the effect anti- 
cipated!) — "who by their stupidities give us fine chance. 
"You wUl see I shall set out of the scrape this Year too , and 
"deliver myself both &om the Greens and the Dirty- Whites" 
(Austrian colourof coat). " My neighbour of th^ Sacred Hat, 
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" — I think, in spite of Hoir Father's benediction, the Holy 
'^Grhost must have inspired nim the reverse way; he seems to 
" have a great deal of lead in his bottom. * * F. * f 

Voltaire in Answer. 
** The D^Iiees,** guessed to hz some time in "August 1769.** 

"In whatever state you are, it is very certain that you are 
"a ^eat man. It is not to weary your Majesty that I now 
"write; it is to confess myself, — on condition you will give 
"me absolution! I have betrayed you; that is the fact — 
(really guilty this time, and Tiave shown something of your 
writing; as your Majesty, oh how unjustly, is often suspecting 
that I do, and with mischievous intention , instead of good, ah. 
Sire !) — "In fact, I have received that fine ^ Marcus- Aurelius 
"Letter" (Letter we have just read^ ; "exquisite Piece, though 
" with biting ^Juvenal* qualities in it, too ; and have shown it, 
"keeping back the biting parts, to a beautiful gillflirtof the 
"Courtji»2Vuiti(^6"(who seems to be aMistress of Choiseul's), 
"who is here attending Tissot for her health: mmaudiere 
"charmed with it; insists on my sending it to Choiseul, 'He 
"'admires the King of Prussia, as he does all nobleness and 
" ' genius ; send it ! ' And I did so : — and look here , what an 
".£iswer from Choiseul" Answer lost): " and may it not have 
"a fine effect, and perhaps bring Peace — Oh, forgive me, 
"Sire. But read that Note of the great man. 'Tryifyoucan 
" ' decipher his writing. One may have very honest sentiments, 
" * and a great deal ofesprit, and yet write like a cat.* 

" Sire , there was once a lion and a mouse (rat) ; the mouse 
"fell in love with the lion, and went to pay nim court. The 
"lion, tired of it, ^ave him a little scrape with his paw. The 
"mouse withdrew mto hismousehole (souricih'e)\ out he still 
" loved the lion; and seeing one day a net they were spreading 
"out to cateh the lion and kill him, he gnawed asunder one 
"mesh of it. Sire, the mouse kisses very humbly your beautiful 
"claws, in all submissiveness : — he will never die between 
"two Capuchins, as, at B41e, the mastiff (do^e) of St. Malo 
"has done" (27th July lastl "He would have wished to die 
"beside his lion. Bebeve that the mouse was more attached 
" than the mastiff." — V.ft 



4 



(Euvres de FriddTic, xxm. 68. 
lb. xxm. 69, 60. 
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To which we saw the Answer, pair of Answers, at 
Sagan, in September last. This Note from Choisenl, 
conveyed by Voltaire, appears to have been the trifling 
well-spring from which all those wide-spread waters of 
Negotiation flowed. Pitt, when applied to, on the 
strength of Friedrich^s hopes from this small Document 
of Choisenl's, was of course ready, "How welcome, 
every chance of a just Peace!" and agreed to the Joint 
Declaration at the Hague; and took what farther trouble 
I know not, — probably less sanguine of success than 
Friedrich. Friedrich was ardently industrious in the 
affair; had a great deal of devising and directing on it, 
a great deal of corresponding with Voltaire and the 
Duchess, only small fractions of which are now left. 
He siBarched out, or the Duchess of Sachsen-Gotha did 
it for him, a proper Secret Messenger for Paris: Secret 
Messenger, one Baron von Edelsheim, properly veiled, 
was to consult a certain Bailli de Froulay^ a friend of 
Friedrich's in Paris; — which loyal-hearted Bailli did 
accordingly endeavour there; but made out nothing. 
Only much vague talking; part of it, or most of it, 
subdolous on Choiseul^s side. Pitt would hear of no 
Peace which did not include Prussia as well as Eng- 
land: some said this was the cause of failure; — the 
real cause was that Choiseul never had any serious in- 
tention of succeeding. Light Choiseul, a clever man, 
but an unwise, of the sort called "dashing," had enter- 
tained the matter merely in the optative form, — and 
when it came nearer, wished to use it for making mis- 
chief between Pitt and Friedrich, and for worming out 
Edelsheim^s secrets, if he had any, — for which reason he 
finally threw Edelsheim into the Bastille for a few days.* 

* In (Euvres de Frddiric, v. 38-41, detailed account of the Afteir. 
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About die end of Marcli I gua* it Id kftTe been 
diat Choiseiil, by way of wonua^ o«t poor Edelslient^s 
fecrets, flung him into the Basdlle for a 3mj or two. 
Already in December fon^vin^^ we bave seen Clioi- 
sears Black-Artist busy npoo the Scoien Edkkm of 
Friedrich^s VerseK. A Choiseal Ml of intzigiieB; adroit 
enongfaf ambitions enon^; lesdesdy indaBtrioos in 
making mischief, if there were nodiing dse . to be 
made; who greatly disgusted Fiiediich, now and after- 
wards. 

And this was what die grand Vohaire PacificatioB 
came to, though it fiUed the winld with temp<Nnury 
noise, and was so interesting to Voltaire and another. 
What a heart-affecting gencrooty, hnnuli^, and dulcet 
pathos in that of die poor Mouse gnawing asunder a 
mesh of the Lion*s net! Thoe is a good deal of that, 
throughout, on the Vohaire side, diat is to say, while 
writing to Friedrich. But while writing of him, to 
third pardes, sometimes almost simuhaneously, the 
contrast of styles is not a little startling; and die 
beautiful affectionately chirping Mouse is seen suddenly 
to be an injured Wild-cat with its fur up. All readers 
of Vohaire are aware of this; and how Vohaire handles 
his ^Lmc^ (mysterious nickname for Am^ .FViedridi)^ 
when Luc*s back is turned. For, alas, there is no 
man or thing but has its wrong-side too; least of all, 
a Voltaire, — doing trtiU Toice withal, if you oon- 
sider it, in such a Duet of estranged Lovers! Suppose 
we giTe diese few Specimois, — treble mostly, and a 
f^w of bass as well, — to illustrate the nature of this 
Duet, and of the noises that went on round it, in a 
war-^xox^-ulsed world? And iirst of all, conceniing die 
eui^ruia ^^What is Luc? ' 
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What the Luc in Voltaire is ? Shocking explanations have 
been hit upon: butWagnrere(T^a^er, an intelligent Swiss 
man\ Voltaire's old Secretary, gives this plain reading of the 
riddle : " M. de Voltaire hadvafuie D^lices " (near by Femey, 
till the Chateau got built), ^^a big Ape, of excessiyely mis- 
^'chie'vous turn; who used, to tiirow stones at the passers-by, 
"and sometimes would attack with its teeth friend or foe 
"alike. One day it thrice over bit M. de Voltaire's own leg. 
"He had called it Luc (Luke) ; and in conversation with select 
" friends, as also in Letters to such, he sometimes designated 
"the King of Prussia by that nickname: ^He is like my Luc 
" *here; bites whoever caresses him I* — In 1756, M. de Vol- 
" taire, having still on his heart the Frankfurt Outrage, wrote 
" curious ilfemotr^" (ah, yes. Vie Privie); "and anierwards 
" wished to bum them ; but a Copy had been stolen from him 
" m 1768," — . and they still afflict the poor world. 

To the same effect speaks Johannes vonMiiller : " Voltaire 
"had an Ape called Luc; and spiteful man, in thus naming 
" the Bang, meant to stigmatise him as the mere ape of^eater 
" men J as one without any greatness of his own. — ^ ; Luc 
was mischievous, flune stones after passengers; had, accord- 
ing to Clogenson, "oitten Voltaire - himself , while beins 
" caressed by him ; " that was the analogy in Voltaire's min<L 
Preuss says, this Nickname first occurs, "12th December 
"1757." Suppose 11th December to have been the day of 
getting one's leg bitten thrice over; and that, in bed next 
morning, — stiff, smarting , fretful against the sad ape-tricks 
and offences of this life , — before getting up to one s Works 
and Correspondences, the angry similitude had shot, slightly 
fulgurous and consolatory, athwart the gloom of one's mood?* 
That will account for Luc. 

Many of the Voltaire-Friedrich Letters are lost; and the 
remainder lie in sad disorder in all the Editions, their sequence 
unintelligible without lengthy explanation. So that tiie 
following Snatches cannot well be arranged £iere in the way 
of Chonu Strophe and Antistrophe , as would have been desir- 
able. We shaU have to group them loosely under heads; with 

* Longohunp et Wagniire, U&moiret, i. 84; Johannes von Mfiller, 
Werke (12mo» Stuttgart , 1881), xxxi. 140 {Letters to his Brother, No. S18, 
"July 1796"^) ; Ologanson'a Note, in (Euvresde Voltaire, Lxxvn. lOB; Pveiua, 
11. 71. 
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less respect to date than to Bubject-matter, and to the reader's 
convenience for understanding them, 

Voltaire on FHedrich^ to different TMrd-Parties^ during 

this War. 

ToUAraental (Has not jet heard ofLeuthen, which hap- 
pened five aiajs before). * * <'I have tasted the vengeance 
'* of consoling the King of Prosaia, and that is enough for me. 
''He goes beating on the one side, and getting beaten on tiie 
'* other: except for another miracle" (likeBossbach), ''he will 
"be ruined. Better have really been a philosopher, as he 
"pretended to be."t 

To the Reverend ConUe de Bernis Coutwardly still our flourish- 
ing Prime-Minister, bv ^ace of Pompadour, but soon to be 
extinguished under a 6m Hat. Date is six days before Zom- 
dorf), * * "I cannot imagine how some people have gone 
'into suspecting that my heart might have tke weakness to 
'lean a little towards whom you know, towards my Ingrate 
'that was! One is bound to have politeness; but one has 
' memory as well ; — and one is attacned, as wumly as super- 
' fluously , to the Grood Cause, which it belongs only to you to 
' defend. Certain it is, poor I am not like the three-fourths of 
' tiie Germans in these days " (since Rossbach , above all) I "I 
' have everywhere seen Ladies*-Fans with the Prussian Eagle 
'painted on them, eating the Fleur-de-Us; the Hanover 
' Horse giving a kick to MTde Richelieu's bottom ; a Courier 
'carrving a bottle of Queen-of-Hungary Water to Madame 
'de Pompadour. My Nieces shall certainly not have that 
'fashion of Fans, at my poor little D^tices, Vdutherlamjust 
* returning." ff 

To Madame UArgental (on occasion of Mnden : Kunersdorf 
three days ago, but not yet heard of). * * "Truly, Madame, 
"when M. ae Contades leads to the butchery all the de- 
" scendants of our ancient chevaliers , and sets tnem to attack 
"eighty pieces of cannon" (not in the least, if you knew it; 
the reverse, if vou knew it), — " as Don Quixote did the wind- 
" mills ! This horrible day pierces my soul. I am French to 

t (Euwea de Voltaire, XiXXTZi.l8e ("The D4Uom, 10(liDeoemberl757'*)' 
tt Ibid. Lxxyn. S6 ("Solenre, 19th Aoffost 1758"). 
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*^ excess , especially since those new favours** (not worth men- 
tioning here) '< which I owe to my diyine Angels and to M. le 
"Due de Choiseul. 

"Luc, — you know who Luc is'* (as do we), — "is pro- 
"bably giving Battle to Austrians and Bussians'* {Kuners- 
dorf, i2m; tiiree days ago, did it, and was beaten to your 
mind), " at the moment while I have the honour of writing to 
"yon; at least, he told me such was his Royal intention. If 
" they beat him , as may happen, what a shame for us to have 
"been beaten by the I)uke of Brunswick! I wish you knew 
"tiiis Duke** (as I have done; a Duke of no esprit^ no giffc of 
tongue, in fact no talent at all that I could discern), "you 
"would be much astonished; and would say, 'The people 
" ^ wlK>m he beats must be great blockheads.* The truth of the 
"fact is, that all these troops are better disciplined than 
"our8:"f — Yes indeed, my esteemed Voltaire; and also, 
perhaps, tiiat esprit^ or gift of tongue , is not the sole giffc for 
battles and Campaigns? — 

To UArgental (seventh day after Kunersdorf: "mouse 
upon lion*s net" nearly contemporaneous). "At last, then, I 
** think my Bussians must be near Great Giogau ** (might have 
been, one thinks, after such a Kunersdorf : did not start for 
month yet; never could get very near at all). " Who would 
"have thought that "Barbarina** ^Mackenzie's Dancer once; 
senttoGlogau, Cocceji and she, wnen their marriage became 
public) "was goin^ to be besieged by the Bussians, and in 
"Glogau: OhDestmy! — 

"I don*t love Luc, far from it : I never will pardon him his 
"infamous procedure with my Niece" (at Frankfurt that 
time) ; " nor the face he Has to write me flattering things twice 
" a month ; without having ever repaired his wrongs. I desire 
"much his entire humiliation , the chastisement oi the sinner ; 
^'whetiier his eternal damnation, I don't quite know.'* If/ 
(Hear, hear!) — 

To the same (a month after Maxen: "Peace" Negotiation 
very lively). * * "Meanwhile, if Luc could be punished 
"before Ims happy Peace! If, by this last stroke ot General 
" Beck" (tussle wim Dierecke at Meissen, 4th December, cap- 

t (Ewffres de Voltaire, liXxvm. 186, 187 ('^D^lees, IGth Angast 17Se''). 
tt Ibid. Lzzym. 195 ("19th Angast 1759"). 
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tore of Dierecke and 1,500; stroke not of an overwhelming 
nature, but let us be thankful for our mercies), *' which has 
*' opened the road from the Lausit? to Berlin (alas, not in 
the least) , " some Haddick could pay Berlin a visit again ! 
*♦ You see, in Tragedy I wish always to have crime punished. 

"There is talk of a great Battle fought the 6th" (not a 
word of truth in it) ^'between Luc and him of the Consecrated 
*'Hat: said to have been very murderous. I interest myself 
"very much in this Piece" now playing under the Sun. 
" Whenever the Austrians have any advantage , Kaunitz says 
"to Madame de Bentinck" (litigant wandering Lady, known 
to me at Berlin and elsewhere;, "'Write that to our Friend 
" Voltaire.* Whenever Luc has the least success, he tells me, 
" ' I have battered the oppressors of mankind.* Dear Angel, 
"in these horrors I am the only one that has room to lai:^: 
** — and yet 1 don*t laugh either; owing to the Culs-notrs** 
(Priests, I suppose), "to the Annuities, Lottenes, and to 
"Pondichery, — for I am always afraid about that latter!*' 
(Going, that, for certain; going, gone, and your East Indies 
along with it !)f 

To Perpetual Secretary Formey (in forwarding a "Letter 
left with. me**). "Healui and peace, Monsieur; and be 
^^ Secretaire EtemeL Your Kin^ is always a man unique, 
"astonishing, inimitable. He msSies charming verses, in times 
" when anotner could not write a line of prose ; he deserves to 
"be happy: but will he be so? And if not, what becomes of 
"you? For my own part, I will not die between two Ca- 
" puchins. Hardly worth while j exalting one*s soul for such 
" a future as that What a stupid and detestable farce is this 

«worldI**tt 

To D'Argehtal T" Peace** Negotiations still at their 
briskest). * * "But, my dear Ansel, you will see on 
" Tuesday the great man who has turned my head (dontje suts 
" fou)^ M. le Due de Choiseul. The Letters he honours me with 
" enchant me. Grod will bless- him , don*t doubt it,** — affcer 
all! "We have at Pondichery a Lally, a devil oi an Irish 

t (Euvres de Voltaire, Lxxvra. 346 ("22d December 1759"). 
tt Ibid. ZiXxym. 848 (firom Souvenirs d^un Ciioyon, i. 808), 11th Jamuiry 
1760." 
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"spirit, — who will cost me, sooner or later, above 20,000 
"livres annually" (have rents in our India Company , say 
1,000/. a-year, as my Angels know), "which used to be the 
"readiest item of my Pittance. But M. leDuc de Choiseul 
"will triumph over Luc in one way or other; then what joy! 
"I suppose ne shows you my impertinent reveries. Do you 
" know, Luc is somad , that I don t despair of bringing him to 
''reason" (i)ersuading him to give up Cl^ve, and Knuckle as 
he should, in this Peace Affair^. " That were what I should 
^' call the true Comedy ! I should like to have your advices on 
"the conduct of that Dramatic Piece." f 

The late "mouse" gnawing its mesh of net , what a subtle 
and mighty hunter has it grown! This of Cl^ve, however, and 
of knuckling, would not do. Hear the stiff Answer that comes: 
"'Conditions of Peace,* do you call them? The people that 
"propose such can have no wish to see Peace. What a logic 
" theirs ! * I might yield the Country of Cl^ve j because the m- 
* ' * habitants are stupid * ! What would your Ministers say if one 
"required the Province of Champagne from them, because 
"the Proverb says, Ninety-nine sheep and one Champagner 
"make a Hundred head of cattle?" ff 

Agam to D'Argental (three or four months after; Luc 
having proved obstinate, and still unsuccessful). * * "I 
" conjure you make use of all your eloquence to tell him" (the 
supreme Due de Choiseul), "that if Luc misgo, it will be no 
"misfortune to France. That Brandenburg will always 
"remain an Electorate; that it is good there be no Elector in 
".it strong enough to do without tne protection of our King; 
"and that all the Princes of the Empire will always have re- 
" course to 
^^ contra Vaqi 
" abolished, 
"should have Peace next Winter." fff 

. To «wprewe CAotset^ (a year later). * * "He has been a 
"bad man, this Luc; and now, if one were to bet, -*- by the 
" law of probability it would be 3 to 1 that Ltic will go to pot 

t (Euvres de Voltaire, Lxxvm. 876 ("D^ices, 15th February 1760"). 
tt Friedrich to Voltaire, '^Freyberg, 3d AprU 1760:" (Euvres de Fr^ric, 
xxin. 73, 74. 
ttt (Eiivres de Voltaire, lxxix. UO ("July 1760"). 

Carlyle, Frederick the Great, XI. ''^V 
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^^^sera^du), with his rhymings and his banterings, and his 
^'injustices and politics, all as bad as himself. **t 

Voltaire on surrounding Objects^ chiefly on MaupertuiSj and 

the Battles. 

To UAlemhert (in the Rossbach-Leutiien interval: on the 
Battle of Breslau, 22th November 1757; called by the 
Austrians "aMalplaquet," and believed by Voltaire to be a 
Malplaquet and more). * * « The Austnans do avenge us, 
'and humble us" (us, and our miserable Rossbachs), "in a 
'terrible manner. Thirteen attacks on the Prussian entrench- 
' ments, lasted six hours ; never was Victory bloodier, or more 
'horribly beautiful** (in the brain of certain men). "We 
'pretty French fellows, we are more expeditious, our job is 
' done in five minutes. The King of Prussia is always writing 
'me Verses, now like a desperado, now like a hero; and as 
' for me, I tiy to live like a philosopher in my hermitage. He 
'has obtained what he always wished : to beat the French, to 
'be admired h^ them, to mock them; but the Austrians are 
'mocking him in a very serious way. Our shame of Novem- 
'ber 5th nas given him glory; and with such glory, which is 
'but transient and deany bought, he must content himself. 
'He will lose his own Countries, with those he has seized, 
'unless the French again discover" (which they will) "the 
' secret of losing all their Armies, as they did in lY41."ff 

To Clairautf the Mathematician (Maupertuis lately dead). 
'An excellent Treatise, this you have sent me. Monsieur!* 
"Your war with the Geometers on the subject of this Comet 
"appears to me like a war of the gods in Olympus, while on 
"Earth there is going on a fight of dogs ana cats.'* * * 
"Would to Heaven our friend Moreau-Maupertuis had 
"cultivated his art like you ! That he had predicted comets, 
"instead of exalting his soul to predict the future ; of dissect- 
"ing the brains ot giants to know the nature of the soul ; of 
"japanning people with pitch to cure them of every malaay; 
"or persecuting Konig; and of dying between Two Capu- 
" chins** (dead three weeks ago, on tiiose terms, poor soul) ! fff 
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To D^Alemhert (a week later). * * "What say you of 
" Maupertuis dying between two Capuchins ! He was ill , this 
"long while, of a repletion of pride; but 1 had not reckoned 
"him either a hypocrite or an imbecile. I don't advise you 
"ever to go and fill his place at Berlin; you would repent 
" that. I am Astolpho warning Ro^er (Ruggiero) not to trust 
"himself to the Enchantress ^cma; but Roger was un- 

" advisable." t 

To the same (two years later: Luc, on certain grounds, may 
as well be saved). "With regard to Luc, though I have my 
"just causes of anger against him, I own to you, in my quality 
" of Frenchman and thmking being, I am glad that a certain 
"most Orthodox House has not swallowed Uermany, and that 
"the Jesuits are not confessing in Berlin. Over towards the 
"Danube, superstition is very powerful." * * *Them- 

fdme* "You are well aware that I speak of superstition 

"only; for as to the Christian religion, I respect and love it, 
" like you. Courage, Brethren ! Preach with force, and write 
**with address: (xod will bless you. — Protect, you, my 
" Brother , the tWidow Calas all you can ! She is a poor weak- 
** minded Huguenot, but her Husband was the victim of the 
" White Penitents. It is the concern of Human Nature that the 
"Fanatics of Toulouse be confounded." (The case of Calas, 
second act of it, getting on the scene: a case still memorable 
to everybody. Stupendous bit of French judicature; and 
Voltaire's noblest outburst, into mere transcendent blaze of 

ity, virtuous wrath, and determination to bring rescue and 

elp against the whole world.) ff 



I 



Friedrich to Voltaire^ before and during these Peace Negotiations. 

At Schmdttseifen, five days before ZUllicTiau , ten days before 
that Hunt of Loudon and Haddick (Voltaire, under rebuke for 
indiscretion, has been whimpering a little. "My discreet 
Niece burnt those last verses, Sire ; no danger there, at least ! " 
Truculent Bishop Something-ac tried to attack your Majesty; 
but was done for , by a certam person). " In truth , you are a 
" singular creature. When I think of scolding you , you say 

t (Euvren de Voltaire, mxtih. 197 ("D^lices, 25th August 1759"). 
tt Ibid. lixxvra. 52, 53 ("Perney, 28th November 1762"). 

21* 
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"two words, and the reproach expires. Impossible to scold 
"you, even when you deserve it." * * 

"As to your Niece, let her bum me or roast me, I care 
"little. Nor are you to think me so sensitive to what your 
"Bishops in ic or in ac may sav of me. I have the lot of all 
" actors who play in public ; applauded by some , despised by 
" others. One must prepare oneself for satires, for calumnies, 
"for a multitude of Ges, which will be sent abroad into cur- 
"rency against one: but need that trouble my tranquillity? 
"I go my road; I do nothing against the interior voice of my 
"conscience; and I concern myself very little in what way 
"my actions paint themselves in the brain of beings, not 
" always veiy thinking, with two legs and without featner8."t 

At Wilsaruf, just before Maxen (an exultant exuberant 
curious Letter; too long for insertion, — part of it given 
above). * * "For your Tragedy of iSocra^c, thanks. At 
"Paris, they are going to bum it, the wretched fools, — not 
'* aware that absurd fanaticism is their dominant vice. Better 
" bum the dose of medicine, however, than the useful Doctor. 
"I, can I join myself to that set? If I bite you, as you com- 
" plain, it is without my knowledge. But I am surrounded 
" with enemies, one hitting me, another pricking me, another 
"daubing me with mud; — patience at last yields, and one 
"flies abroad into a general rage, too indiscriminate per- 
"haps. 

"You talk of my Verses on Rossbach'* (my Adieu to the 
Hoopers on finding their Bridge burnt ff). "This Campaign 
"I have had no beatific vision, in the style of Moses. The 
" barbarous Cossacks and Tartars, infamous to look at on any 
"side, have burnt and ravaged countries, and committed 
"atrocious inhumanities. This is all I saw of them. Such 
"melancholy spectacles don't tend to raise one's spirits." 
(Breaks off into metre:) "Xa Fortune inconstante et fiere, 
"Fortune inconstant and proi^d Does not treat her suitors 
" Always in an equal manner. Those fools called heroes, who 
"run the country, 

" Ces fous nommds Tidros, et qui courent lea champs, 
" Couverts de sang et depoussiere, 

t " SchmOttseifen, ISth July 1759 ;" (Ewres de Fridiric, xxm. 66, 56. 
ft Suprk, p. 209. 
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" Voltaire^ rContpas tous les ans 
^^La faveur de voir le derriere 
"2>€ leurs ennemis insolents. 

Can't expect that pleasure everyyear ! * * 

"'Maupertuis, say you?* Don't trouble the ashes of the 
^'dead; let the grave at least put an end to your unjust 
"hatreds. Reflect that even Kings make peace after long 
"battling; cannot you ever make it? 1 think you would be 
" capable , like Orpheus , of descending to Hell, not to soften 
"Pluto and bring back your beautifulEmilie, but to pursue 
" into that Abode of Woe an enemy whom your wrath has 
"only too much persecuted in the world: for shame!" j* — 
and rebukes him, moire than once elsewhere, in very serious 
terms. 

. In Winter-quarters, on Peace and the Stolen Edition. (Starts 
in verse, which we abridge:) * With how many laurels vou 
*have covered yourself in all the fields of Literature! One 

* laurel yet is wanting to the] brow of Voltaire. If, as the 

* crown of so many perfect works, he could by a skilful 

* manoeuvre bring back Peace. I, and Europe with me, would 
'think that his masterpiece ! * TTakes to prose:) i 

" This is my thought and all Europe's. Virgil made as fine 
"Verses as you; but he never made a Peace. It will be a 
"distinction you will have over all your brethren of Parnassus, 
"if you succeed. 

"I know not who has betrayed me, and thought of print- 
ing" (the Edition; — not you,* surely !) "a pack of rhapsodies 
which were good enough to amuse myself, but were never 
" meant for publication. After all, I am so used to treacheries 
"and bad manoeuvres," — what matters this insignificant 
one? 

"1 know not who the Bredow is ; but he has told you true. 
" The sword and death have made frightful ravages among us. 
"And the worst is, we are not yet at the end of the tragedy. 
"You may judge what effect these cruel shocks make on me. 
"1 wrap myself in my stoicism, the best I can. Flesh and 
"blood revolt against such tyrannous conmiand; but it must 
"be followed. If you saw me, you would scarcely know me 
"again: 1 am old, broken, grayheaded, wrinkled; lam losing 

t (Euvrcs de Fr^dkic, xxm. 61-65 (" Wiladraf, 17tb November 1759"). 
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"my teeth and mv gaiety : if this go on, there will be nothing 
**ot me left, but the mania of makmg verses, and an inviolable 
** attachment to my duties and to the few virtuous men whom 

"Iknow."t 

In Winter-quarters^ a month later (comes still on "Peace" 

a^ain). ** "1 will h^veyou paid that bit of debt" (perhaps 

ot postage or the like), "that Louis of the Mill (Louis du 

^^ Moulin " at Fontenoy, who got upon a Windmill with his 

Dauphin , and caught that nickname from the common men) 

^ may have wherewithal to make war on me. Add tenth-penny 

*tax to your tax of twentieth-penny ; impose new capitations, 

'make titular offices to get money; do, in a word, whatever 

' you like. In spite of all your efforts, you will not get a Peace 

'signed by my hands , except on conditions honourable to my 

* Nation. Your people , blown up with self-conceit and folly, 

' may depend on these words. Adieu , live happy ; and while 

'you make all your efforts to destroy Prussia, think that 

'nobody has less deserved it than I, either of you or of your 

' French." tt 

Still in Winter-quarters (on "Peace" still; but begins with 
'Maupertuis," which is all we will give). "What rage 
' animates you against Maupertuis? You accuse Mm of having 
'published that Furtive Edition, Know that his Copy, wefi 
' sealed by him , arrived here after his death , and tiiat he was 
' incapable of such an indiscretion." (Breaks into verse :) 

" Leave in peace the cold ashes of Maupertuis : 

' Truth can defend him, and will. 

' His soul was faithful and noble : 

'He pardoned you that scandalous Akakia (ce vU UbeUe 

' Que voire fureur criminelle 

' Prit soin chez moi de griffoner) ; he did : — 

'And you? Shame on such delirium as Voltaire's! 

'What, this beautiful, what, this grand genius, 

'Whom I admired with transport, 

' Soils himself with calumny, and is ferocious on the dead? 

'Flocking together, in the air uttering cries of joy, 

'Vile ravens pounce down upon sepulchres, 

' And make their prey of corpses : — 

Blttsh, repent, alas! 

t (Euvres de Fr4d4ric, aucm. 69 ("Preyberg, 24th Feb. 1760"). 
tt Ibid« xzm. 12 (* Trey berg, 20tli Mareb 1760 "}• 
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' These Specimens will suffice. "The King of 
Prussia?" Voltaire would sometimes say: "He is as 
"potent and as malignant as the Devil-, but he is also 
"as unhappy, not knowing friendship," — having such 
a chance, too, with some of us I 

Priedrich has sent Lord Marischal to Spain: other fond 

Hopes of Friedrich's, 

In the beginning of this Year, 1759, Earl Marischal 
had been called out of his Neufch^tel stagnancy, and 
launched into the Diplomatic field again; sent on 
mission into Spain, namely. The case was this. Fer- 
dinand VI. of Spain (he who would not pay Friedrich 
the old Spanish debt, but sent him merino rams, and 
a jar of Queen-Dowager snuff) had fallen into one of 
his gloomy fits, and was thought to be dying; — did, 
in fact, die, in a state nearly mad, on the 10th August 
following. By Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, and by all 
manner of Treaties, Carlos of Naples, his Half-Brother 
(Termagant's Baby Carlos, whom we all knew), was 
to succeed him in Spain; Don Philip, the next Brother, 
now of Parma and Piacenza, was to foUow as King in 
Naples, — ceding those two litigious Duchies to Austria, 
after all. Friedrich, vividly awake to every chance, 
foresaw, in case of such disjunctures in Italy, good 
likelihood of quarrel there. And has despatched the 
experienced old Marischal to be on the ground, and 
have his eyes open. Marischal knows Spain very well; 
and has often said, "He left a dear old friend there, 
the Sun." Marischal was under way, about New-year's 
time; but lingered by the road, waiting how Ferdinand 
would turn, — and having withal an important busi- 
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Hess of his own, as he sauntei^d on. Did not arrive, 
I think, till Summer was at hand, and his dear Old 
Friend coming out in vigour. 

August 10th, 1759, Ferdinand died; and the same 
day Carlos became King of Spain. But, instead of 
giving Naples to Don Philip, Carlos gave it to a junior 
son of his own; and left poor Philip to content himself 
with Parma and Piacenza, as heretofore. Clear against 
the rights of Austria; Treaty of Aix-la^Chapelle is 
perfectly explicit on that point! Will not Austria vindi- 
cate its claim? Politicians say, Austria might have 
recovered not only Paraia and Piacenza, but the king- 
dom of Naples itself, — no France at present able to 
hinder it, no Spain ever able. But Austria, contrary 
to expectation, would not: a Country tenacious enough 
of its rights, real and imaginary; greedy enough of 
Italy, but of Silesia much more! The mattei* was de- 
liberated in Council at Vienna; but the result was 
magnanimously. No. "Finish this Friedrich first; finish 
this Silesia. Nothing else till that!'^ 

The Marischal's legationary function, therefore, 
proved a sinecure; no Carlos needing Anti- Austrian 
assistance from Friedrich or another; Austria magnan- 
imously having let him alone. Doubtless a consider- 
able disappointment to Friedrich. Industrious Fried- 
rich had tried, on the other side of this affair, Whether 
the King of Sardinia, once an adventurous fighting 
kind of man, could not be stirred up, having interests 
involved? But no; he too, grown old, devotional, 
apprehensive, held by his rosaries, and answered, No. 
Here is again a hope reasonable to look at, but which 
proves fallacious. 

Marischal continued in Spain, corresponding, send- 
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ing news (the Prussian Archives alone know what), 
for nearly a couple of years.* His Embassy had one 
effect, which is of interest to us here. On his way 
out, he had gone by London, with a view of getting 
legal absolution for his Jacobitism, — so far, at least, 
as to be able to inherit the Earldom of Kintore, which 
is likely to fall vacant soon. By blood it is his, were 
the Jacobite incapacities withdrawn. Kintore is a cadet 
branch of the Keiths; "John, younger Son of William 
Sixth Lord Marischal," was the first Kintore. William 
Sixth's younger Son, yes; — and William's Father, a 
man always venerable to me, had (a.d. 1593) founded 
Marischal College, Aberdeen, — where, for a few, in 
those stem granite Countries, the Diviner Pursuits are 
still possible (thank God and this Keith) on frugal 
oatmeal. Marischal-College Keith, or Fifth Lord Mari- 
schal, was grandfather's grandfather of our Potsdam 
Friend, who is tenth and last.** Honour to the brave 
and noble, now fallen silent under foot not of the 
nobler! In a word, the fourth Kintore was about 
dying childless; and Marischal had come by London 
on that heritage business. 

He carried, naturally, the best recommendations. 
Britannic Majesty, Pitt, and everybody met him with 
welcome and furtherance; what he wished was done, 
and in such a style of promptness and cordiality, Pitt 
pushing it through, as quite gained the heart of old 
Marischal. And it is not doubted, though particulars 
have not been published , That he sent important 
Spanish notices to Pitt, in these years; — and espe- 

• Beturned "April 1762" (Friedrich'a Letter to him, "10th April 1762 1*» 
in (Euvres de Fr^iric, zx. 285). 

** DoiigUs^B Scotch Peerage, pp. 448 et seq., 387 et seq. 
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cially informed him that King Carlos and the French 
Bourhon had signed a Family Compcict (15th August 
1761), or solemn covenant, to stand by one another as 
brothers. Which was thenceforth, to Pitt privately, 
an important fact, as perhaps we shall see; though to 
other men it was still only a painful rumour and 
dubiety. Whether the old Marischal informed him. 
That King Carlos hated the English; that he never 
had, in his royal mind, forgiven that insult of Com- 
modore Martinis (watch laid on the table, in the Bay 
of Naples, long ago), I do not know; but that also 
was a fact A diligent, indignant kind of man, this 
Carlos, I am told; by no means an undeserving King 
of Spain, though his Portraits declare him an ugly: 
we will leave him in the discreet Marischal^s handS| 
with the dear Old Friend shining equally on both.. 

Singular to see how, in so veracious an intellect as 
Friedrich^s, so many fallacies of hope are constantly 
entertained. War in Italy, on quarrel with King Carlos; 
Peace with France and the Pompadour, by help of 
Edelsheim and the Bailli de Froulay; Peace with Eus- 
sia and the infdme Catin^ by help of English briberies 
(Friedrich sent an agent this .winter with plenty of Eng- 
lish guineas, but he got no farther than the Frontier, not 
allowed even to try): sometimes, as again this winter, 
it is hope of Denmark joining him (in alarm against 
the Russian views on Holstein; but that, too, comes to 
nothing); above all, there is perennially, budding out 
yearly, the brighter after every disappointment, a hope 
in the Grand Turk and his adherencies. Grand Turk, 
or failing him, the Cham of Tartary, — for certain, 
some of these wiU be got to fasten on the heels of Aus- 
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tria, of Rnssia; and create a favourable diversion? 
Friedrich took an immense deal of trouble abont this 
latter hope. It is almost pathetic to see with what a 
fond tenacity he clings to it; and hopes it over again, 
every new Spring and Summer. * 

The hope that an infame Catin might die some day 
(for she is now deep in chaotic ailments, deepish even 
in brandy), seems never to have struck him; at least 
there is nowhere any articulate hint of it, — the eagle- 
flight of one^s imagination soaring far above such a 
pettiness! Hope is very beautiful; and even fallacious 
hope, in such a Friedrich. The one hope that did not 
deceive him, was hope in his own best exertion to the 
very death; and no fallacy ever for a moment slackened 
him in that Stand to thyself: in the wide domain of 
Imagination, there is no other certainty of help. No 
other certainty; — and yet who knows through what 
pettinesses Heaven may send help! 

* PreoBs, n. 121 et seq., 892 &e.; Sch<)ning, n. ni.paMfm. 



832 FRIBDRICH LIKE TO BE OVERWHELMED. [book XIX. 

Jan.— April 1760. 



CHAPTER IX. 

PRELIMINARIES TO A FIFTH CAMPAIGN. 

It was April 25th before Friedrich quitted Frey- 
berg, and took Camp; not till the middle of June that 
anything of serious Movement came. Much discourage- 
ment prevails in his Army, we hear: and indeed, it 
must be owned, the horoscope of these Campaigns 
grows yearly darker. Only Friedrich himself must not 
be discouraged! Nor is; — though there seldom lay 
ahead of any man a more dangerous-looking Year than 
this that is now dimly shaping itself to Friedrich. His 
fortune seems to have quitted him; his enemies are 
more confident than ever. 

This Year, it seems, they have bethought them of 
a new device against him. "We have 90 million Po- 
pulation," count they; " he has hardly 5; in the end, 
he must run out of men! Let us cease exchanging pri- 
soners with him." At Jagemdorf, in April 1758 (just 
before our march to Olmiitz), there had been exchange; 
not without haggles; but this was the last on Aus- 
tria's part Cartel of the usual kind, values punctually 
settled: a Fieldmarshal is worth 3,000 common men, or 
1,500/.; Colonel worth 130 men, or 65/.; common man 
is worth 10.9. sterling, not a high figure.* The Rus- 
sians haggled still more, no keeping of them to their 
word; but they tried it a second time, last year (October 
1759); and by careful urging and guiding, were got 
dragged through it, and the prisoners on both sides 
sent to' their colours again. After which, it was a settled 
line of policy, "No more exchanging or cartelling; 

* ArehenhoItE, u. 53. 
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we will starve him out in that article!" And had 
Friedrich had nothing but his own 5 millions to go 
upon, though these contributed liberally, he had in 
truth been starved out. Nor could Saxony, with 
Mecklenburg, Anhalt, Erfurt, and their 10,000 men a 
year, have supplied him, — "had not there," says 
Archenholtz (a man rather fond of superlatives), — 

"Had not there risen a Recruiting system," or Crimping 
system, "the like of which for kind and degree was never seen 
"in the Earth before. Prisoners, captive soldiers, if at all 
** likely fellows, were by every means persuaded, and even 
" compelled , to take Prussian service. Compelled , cudgel in 
" hand," says Archenholtz (who is too indiscrmiinating , 1 can 
see, — for there were Pfalzers, Wiirtembergers , Reichsfolk, 
who had first been compelled the other way): "not asked if 
"they wished to serve, but dragged to the Prussian colours. 
" obliged to swear therj^ and fight against their countrymen. 
Say at least, against their counti^nnen's Governors, con- 
tumacious Serene Highnesses of Wiirtemberg, Mecklenburg 
and the like. Wiirtemberg, we mentioned lately, had to shoot 
a good few of his first levy against the Protestant Champion, 
before they would march at all! — 1 am sorry for these poor 
men ; and wish the Reich had been what it once was , a Vera- 
cii^ and Practical Reality, not an Imaginary Entity and 
hideously contemptible Wiggery, as it now is ! Contemptible, 
and hideous as well; — settmg itself up on that fundamental 
mendaci^*, which is eternally tragical, though little regarded 
in these days, and which entails mendacities without end on 
parties concerned! — But, apart from all this, certain it is. 

"The whole German Reich was deluged with secret 
"PrussianEnlisters. The greater part of these were not actual 
"Officers at all, but hungry Adventurers, who had been 
"bargained with, and who, for their own pront, allowed them- 
" selves every imaginable art to pick up men. Head and 
"centre of them was the Prussian Colonel Colignon," one of 
the Free-Corps people; "a man formed by nature for this 
"business" (what a beautiful man!^ — "who gave all the 
"others their directions, and taught tnem by his own example. 
"Colignon himself," in winter-tune, "travelled about in all 
"manner of costumes and characters; persuading hundreds 
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^^of people into the Prussian senrice.' He not only promised 
'^Commissions, but gave such, — nominating loose young 
*' fellows {Laff€n\ students, merchants' clerks and the like, to 
"Lieutenantcies and Captaincies in the Prussian Army" 
(about as likely as in the Seraphim and Cherubim, had they 
known it) : '^in the Infantry, in the Cuirassiers, in the Hussars, 
" — it is all one , you have only to choose. The renown of the 
*' Prussian arms was so universal, and combined with the 
"notion of rich booty, that Colignon's Commission-manu- 
** factory was continuallv busy. No need to provide marehing- 
" money, hand-money (shillings for earnest); "Colignons 
" recrmts travelled mostly of will, and at their own charge. In 
"Franken, in Schwaben, in the Rhine Countries, a dissolute 
"^on would rob his father, — as shopmen their masters* tills, 
"and managers their cash-boxes, — and hie off to those 
"magnanimous Prussian Officials, who gave away companies 
"like kreutzers, and had a value for young fellows of spirit. 
" They hastened to Magdeburg with their Commissions; where 
"they were received as common recruits, and put by force 
" into the regiments suitable. No use in resisting : the cudgel 
" and the dnll-sergeant," — who doubts it? — **till complete 
^^ submission. By this and other methodes, Colignon and his 
"helpers are reckoned to have raised for liie King, in the 
"course of this War, about 60,000 recruits."* 

This Year, Daun, though his reputation is on the 
decline lately, is to have the chief command, as usual; 
the Grand Army, with Saxony for field of conquest, 
and the Reichsfolk to assist, is to be Daunts. But, 
what is reckoned an important improvement, Loudon 
is to have a separate command, and Army of his own. 
Loudon, hot of temper, melancholic, shy, is not a man 
to recommend himself to Kriegshofrath people; but no 
doubt Imperial Majesty has had her own wise eye on 
him. His merits are so undeniable; the need of some 
Commander not of the Cunctator type is become so 
very pressing. "Army of Silesia, 50,000;" that is to 
be Loudon's, ?with 40,000 Russians to cobperate and 

* ArohenlioItB, n. S8. 
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unite themselves with London; and try actually for 
conquest of Silesia, this Year; while Daun, conquering 
Saxony, keeps the King busy. 

At Petersburg, Versailles, Vienna, much planning 
there has been, and arduous consulting: first at Peters- 
burg, in time and in importance, where Montalembert 
has again been very urgent in regard to those poor 
Swedish people, and the getting of them turned to some 
kind of use: "Stettin in conjunction with the Swedes; 
oh, listen to reason, and take Stettin!" "Would not 
Dantzig by ourselves be the advisable thing?" answers 
Soltikof: "Dantzig is an important Town, and the 
grand Baltic Haven; and would be so convenient for 
our Preussen, since we have determined to maintain 
that fine Conquest" So thinks Czarish Majesty, as 
well as Soltikof, privately, though there are difficulties 
as to Dantzig; and, in fine, except Colberg over again, 
there can be nothing attempted of sieging thereabouts. 
A Siege of Colberg, however, there is actually to be: 
Second Siege, — if perhaps it will prove luclder than 
the First was, two years since? Naval Armament 
Swedish-Kussian, specific Land Armament wholly 
Russian, are to do this Second Siege, at a favour- 
able time; except by wishes, Soltikof will not be con- 
cerned in it; nor, it is to be hoped, shall we, — in 
such pressure of haste as is probably ahead for us. 

"Silesia would be the place for sieges!" say the 
Vienna people always; and Imperial Majesty is very 
urgent; and tries all methods, — eloquence, flatteries, 
bribes, — to bring Petersburg to that view. Which 
is at last adopted; heartily by Czarish Majesty, ever 
ready for revenge on Friedrich, the more fatal and the 
more direct, the better. Heartily by her; not so heartily 
by Soltikof and her Army people, who know the Ausr 
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trian habits; and privately decide on not picking chest- 
nuts from the fire, while the other party^s paws keep 
idle, and only his jaws are ready. 

Of Small-War there is nothing or little to be said; 
indeed there occurs almost none. Roving Cossack- 
Parties, under one Tottleben, whom we shall hear of 
otherwise, infest Pommem, bickering with the Prossian 
posts there; not ravaging as formerly, Tottleben being 
a civilised kind of man. One of these called at the 
Castle of Schwedt, one day; found Prince Eugen of 
Wiirtemberg there (nearly recovered of his Kunersdorf 
wounds), who is a Son-in-law of the House, married to 
a Daughter of Schwedt; ^ — ancestor of the now Russian 
Czars too, had anybody then known it Him these 
Cossacks carried off with them; a march or two; then, 
taking his bond for a certain ransom, let him go. 
Bond and bond-holder being soon after captured by 
the Prussians, Eugen paid no ransom; so tibat to us 
hb adventure is without moment, though it then made 
some noise among the Guzetteers. 

Two other little passages, and only two, we will 
mention; which have in themselves a kind of memora- 
bility. First, that of Ghineral Czetteritz and the il/a- 
nuscnpt he lost Of posts across the Elbe, I £nd none 
mentionable here, and believe there is none, except 
only Czetteritz^s; who stands at Cosdorf, well up to- 
wards Torgau Country, as sentry over Torgau and the 
Towns there. On Czetteritz there was, in February, 
an attempt made by the active General Beck, whom 
Daun had detached for that object Extremely success- 
ful, according to the Austrian Gazetteers; but in real- 
ity amounting to as good as nothing: — Surprisal of 
Czetteritz^s first vedette, in the dawn of a mis^ Fe- 
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bruary morning (February 21st, 1760); non-snrprisal of 
bis second, wbicb did give fire and alarm, whereupon de- 
bate; and Czetteritz springing into bis saddle; retreat of 
bis people to rearward, witb loss of 7 Officers, and 200 
prisoners; — but ending in re-advance, with fresh force, 
a few hours after;* in repulse of Beck, in recovery of 
Cosdorf, and a general state of As^ou-were in that part. 
A sputter of Post-War, not now worth mentioning at all, 

— except only for one small circumstance: That in 
the careering and swift ordering, such as there was, on 
the rearguard especially, Major-General Czetteritz's 
horse happened to fall; whereby not only was the Gen- 
eral taken prisoner, but his quarters got plundered, 
and in his luggage, — what is the notable circumstance, 

— there was found a small Manuscript, Militairische In- 
strukzion fur die Generale^ such as every Prussian Gen- 
eral has, and. is bound to keep religiously secret.** 
This, carried to Daunts headquarters, was duly prized, 
copied; and in the course of a year came to print, in 
many shapes and places; was translated into English, 
under the Title, Military Instructions by the King of 
Prussia, in 1762 (and again, hardly so welf, in 1797); 
and still languidly circulates among the studious of our 
soldiers. Not a little admired by some of them; and 
unfortunately nearly all they seem to know of this 
greatest of modem Soldiers.*** 

Next, about a month after, we have something to 

* Seyfarth, ii. 655. 

** Stands now in QSnures deFr^^ic, zxvin. 3 et seq. : was finished (the 
revisal of it was), by the King, ** 2d April 1748:'^ aeePreuss, i. 478-480; 
and (Euvres de Freddie, xzvin. Preface, for endless indistinct details about 
tlie translations and editions of it. London Edition , 1818, calls itself th'e 
Fifth. 

*** See, for example, in Life of GenercU Sir Charles Nanier, by his Brother 
(London, 1857), m. 365 and elsewhere, — one of the best judges in the world 
expressing his Joy and admiration on discovery of Friedrioh ; discovery, if 
you read well, which amounts to these lAsiructious, and no more. 

CarlylCy Frederick the Great, XI, 22 



338 FBIEDRICH LIKE TO BE OVERWHELMED. [book XIX. 

15th Mareh 1760. 

report of Loudon from Silesia, or rather of the Enemies 
he meets there; for it is not a victorious thing. But it 
means a starting of the Campaign by an Austrian in- 
vasion of Silesia; long before sieging time, while all 
these Montalembert-Soltikof pleadings and counter- 
pleadings hang dubious at Petersburg, aiid Loudon^s 
"Silesian Army" is stiU only in a nascent or theoretic 
state, and only Loudon himself is in a practical one. 

Friedrich has always Fouquet at Landshut, in 
charge of the Silesian Frontier; whose outposts, under 
Goltz as head of these, stretch, by Neisse, far east- 
ward, through the Hills to utmost Mahren; Fouquet's 
own headquarter being generally Landshut, the main 
gate of the Country. Fouquet, long since, rooted him- 
self rather firmly into that important post; has a 
beautiful ring of fortified Hills around Landshut; 
battery crossing battery, girdling it with sure destruc- 
tion, under an expert Fouquet, — but would require 
30,000 men to keep it, instead of 13,000, which is 
Fouquet's allotment Upon whom Loudon is fully in- 
tending a stroke this Year. Fouquet, as we know, has 
strenuously managed to keep ward there for a twelve- 
month past; in spite, often enough, of new violent in- 
vadings and attemptings (violent, miscellaneous, but 
intermittent) by the Devilles and others; — and always 
under many difficulties of his own, and vicissitudes in 
his employment: a Fouquet coming and going, waxing 
and waning, according to the King^s necessities, and to 
the intermittency or constancy of pressures on Landshut 
Under Loudon, this Year, Fouquet will have harder 
times than ever; — in the end, too hard! But will re- 
sist, judge how, by the following small sample: 

"Besides Fouquet and his 13,000," says my Note, "the 
" Silesian Garrisons are all vigilant, are or ought to be; and 
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"there are far eastward of him, for guarding of the Jagem- 
*'dorf-Troppau Border, some 4 or 6,000, scattered about, 
^' under Lieutenant-GeneralGroltz, in various Hills Posts, — 
"the chief Post of which, Goltz*s own, is the little Town of 
"Neustadt, northward of Jagemdorr' (where we havCj bil- 
letted in the Old Silesian Wars): ^^Goltz^s Neustadt is the 
" chief; and Leobschiitz, south-westward of it, under ^ General 
^'Le Grand*" (once the mafoi Grant of Kolin Battle, if readers 
remember him , 'Your Majesty and I cannot take tne Battery 
ourselves ! '), '^ is probably the second in importance. Loudon, 
'^ cantoned along the Moravian side of the Border, perceives 
''that he can assemble 32,000 foot and horse; that the Prus- 
" sians are 13,000 plus 6,000; that Silesia can be invaded with 
" advantage , were the weather come. And that , in any kind 
''of weather, Goltz and his straggle of posts mi^ht be swept 
"into the interior, perhaps picked up and pocketted alto- 
"gether, if Loudon were sharp enough. Swept into the in- 
"terior Goltz was; by n^ means pocketted altogether, as he 
" ought to have been f 

^^ March 13th^ 1760^ Loudon orders general muster here- 
" abouts for the 15th, everybody to have two-days bread and 
''forage; and warns Goltz, as bound in honour: 'Excellenz, 
"tomorrow is March 14th; tomorrow our pleasant time of 
" Truce is out, — the more the pity for both of us ! * ' Yea, my 
"esteemed neighbour Excellenz!' answers Goltz, with the 
"proper compliments; but judges that his esteemed neigh- 
''bour is intending mischief almost immediately. G^ltz in- 
"stantly sends orders to all his posts: 'You, fierr General 
"Grant, you at Leobschiitz, and all the rest of you, make 
"your packages; march without delay; rendezvous at 
"Steinau, and Upper-Glogau * (far different from Great- 
"Glogau), 'Neisse-ward; swift!* And would have himself 
*' gone on the 14th, but could not, — his poor little Bakery not 
" beinff here, nor wagons for his baggages quite to be col- 
"lected in a moment, — and it was Saturday 15th, 5 a. m., that 
" Goltz appointed himself to march. 

" The last time we saw General Goltz was on the Green of 
"Bautzen, above two years ago, — when he delivered that 
"hard Message to the King's Brother and his party, 'You 
"deserve to be tried by Court-martial, and have your heads 
"cut off!* He was of that sad Zittau business of the late 

22* 
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"Prince of Pra8tda* 8:- ~ Groltz, Winterfeld, Zietben, Schmet- 
" tau and others. WinterfeW and the Prince are both dead: 
".Schmettau is fallen into disaster; Goltz is still in good' 
'^esteem with the King. A stalwart, swift, flinty kind of 
''man, to judge by the Portraits of him; considerable ob- 
" stinacy , of a tacitly intelligent kind , in that steady eye , in 
"that droop of the eyebrows towards the strong cheek-bones; 
*•* plenty otsleeping fire in Lieutenant-GeneralGoltz. 

"His principal force, on this occasion, is one Infantry 
"Regiment; Regiment Manteuffd: — reaaers perhaps re- 
" collect that stout Pommem-Regiment, Manteuffel of Foot, 
" and the little Dialogue it had with the King himself, on the 
" eve of Leuthen : * Good night , then , Fritz ! Tomorrow all 
"dead, or else the Enemy beaten.* Their conduct, I have 
"heard, was very shining kt Leuthen, where everybody 
"shone; and since then they have been plunging about 
"through the death-element in their old rugged way, — and 
"rcemerffe here into definite view again, under Lieutenant- 
" General Goltz , issuing from the north endofNeustadt, in 
"the dim dawn of a cold spring morning, March 15th, 5 a. m. ; 
"weather latterly very wet, as I learn. They intend Neisse- 
"way, with their considerable stock of baggage- wagons; a 
"company of Dragoons is to help in escorting: ,party perhaps 
"about 2,000 in ail. Goltz will have his difficulties this day; 
"and has calculated on them. And, indeed, at the first is- 
" suing, her6 they already are. 

"Loudon, with about 5,000 horse, — four Regiments 
" drawn up here , and by and bv with a fifth (happily not with 
"the grenadiers, as he had calculated, who are detained by 
"broken bridges, waters all in flood from the rain), — is 
* ' waiting for him , at th e very environs of Neustadt. Loudon, 
"by a trumpet, politely invites him to surrender, being so 
"outnumbered; Goltz, politely thanking, disregards it, and 
''marches on: Loudon escorting, in an omiuousway^ till, at 
"Buchelsdorf,the fifthRegiment (^best in the Austrian service) 
"is seen drawn out across the highway, plainly intimating, 
"No thoroughfare to Goltz andPommern. Loudon sends a 
" second trumpet : ' Surrender prisoners ; honourablest terms ; 
"keep all your baggage : refuse, and you are cut down every 
"man.* 'You shaU yourself hear the answer,* said Goltz. 
"GroJtz leads this second trumpet to the front; and', in Pom- 
^*mem dialect, makes known wliatGeneralLoudon*8 proposal 
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"is. The Pbmmerners answer, as one man; a No of such 
"emphasis as I have never heard; in terms which are in- 
"tensely vernacular, it seems, and which do at this day 
"astonish the foreign mind: *We will for him something, 
" Wir wollen ihm was — ' But the powers of translation and 
" even of typography fail; and feeble paraphrase must give 
"it: *We will for him something ineffable coneoct,^ of a sur- 
"prisingly contrary kind! ^Tvir wollen ihm was* (with in- 
"effable dissyllabic verb governing it)! growled one in- 
"dignant Pommemer; 'and it ran like me-fire along the 
"ranks," says Archenholtz; everybody growling it, and bel- 
" lowing it, in fierce bass chorus, as the indubitable vote of 
" Pommem in those circumstances. 

"Loudon*s tnimpet withdrew. Pommem formed square 
"round its baggage; Loudon's 5,000 came thundering in, fit 
"to break adamant; but met such a storm of bullets from 
"Pommem, they stopped about ten paces short, in con- 
"siderable amazement, and wheeled back. Tried it again, 
"still more amazement; the like a third time; every time in 
"vain. After which, Pommem took the road again, with 
"vanguard, rearguard; and had peace for certain miles, — 
" Loudon gloomily following, for a new chance. How many 
"times Loudon tried a^ain, and ever again, at good places, 
"I forget, — say six times in all. Between Siebenhufen and 
"Steinau, in a dirty defile, the jewel of the road for Loudon, 
"who tried his very best there, one of our wagons broke 
"down; the few to rear of it, eighteen wagons and some 
"country carts, had to be left standing. Nothing more of 
* * Pommem was . Iqft there or anywhere. Near Steinau there, 
"Loudon gave it up as desperate, and went his way. His 
"loss, ihej say, was 300 killed, 500 wounded; Pommem's 
"was 35 killed, and above 100 left wounded or prisoners. 
" One of the stiffest day's works I have known: some twelve 
"miles of march, in every two an attack. Pommem has 
"really concocted something surprising, and kept its pro- 



mise to Loudon! .'Thou knowest what the Pommemers 




" little call to Parli amentary Eloquence." * 

• Preugs, n. 241 (incorrect In some Bma,\\po\TiVi^\ ktO&Ki^^V«»\'a-^»^N 
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Friedrich is, this Year, considered by the generality 
of mankind to be ruined: "Lost 60,000 men last Cam- 
paijgn; was beaten twice; his luck is done; what is to 
become of him?" say his enemies, and even the im- 
partial Gazetteer, with joy or sorrow. Among his own 
people there is gloom or censure; hard commentaries 
on Maxen: "So self-willed, high, and deaf to counsel 
from Prince Henri!" Henri himself, they say, is sullen; 
threatening, as he often does, to resign "for want of 
health;" and as he quite did, for a while, in the end 
of this Campaign, or interval between this and next 

Friedrich has, with incredible diligence, got to- 
gether his finance (copper in larger dose than ever, 
Jew Ephraim presiding as usual); and, as if by art- 
magic, has on their feet 100,000 men against his 
enemy's^ 280,000. Some higher Officers are secretly 
in bad spirits; but the men know nothing of discou- 
ragement. Friedrich proclaims to them at marching, 
"For every cannon you capture, 100 ducats; for every 
flag, 50; for every standard (cavalry flag), 40;" — 
which sums, as they fell due, were accordingly paid 
thenceforth.* But Friedrich, too, is abundantly gloomy, 
if that could help him; which he knows well it cannot, 
and strictly hides it from all but a few; — or all but 
D'Argens almost alone, to whom it can do no harm. 
Read carefully by the light of contemporary occur- 
rences, not vaguely, in the vacant haze, as the Editors 
give it, his correspondence with D'Argens becomes 
interesting almost to a painful degree: an unaffected 
picture of one of the bravest human souls, weighed 
down with dispiriting labours and chagrins, such as 

Seyfarth, ii. 640, wid Beylagen, ii. 657-660; Tempelhof, iv. 8-10 j In Anony 
mou8 of Hamburg (iv. 6S), the Austrian account. 
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were seldom laid pn any man; almost beyond bearing, 
but incurable, and demanding to be borne. Wilhel- 
mina is away, away; to D'Argens alone of mortals 
does he whisper of tiiese things; and to him not weari- 
somely, or with the least prolixity,' but in short sharp 
gusts, seldom now with any indignation, oftenest with 
a touch of humour in them, not soliciting any sym- 
pathy, nor expecting nearly as much as he will get 
from the faithful D'Argens. 

"I am unfortunate and old, dear Marquis; that is 
"why they persecute me: God knows what my future is 
"to be this Year! I grieve to resemble Cassandra with 
"my prophecies; but how augur well of the desperate 
"situation we are in, and which goes on growing 
"worse? I am so gloomy today, I will cut short.'* . . . 
"Write to me when you have nothing better to do; 
"and don't forget a poor Philosopher who, perhaps to 
"expiate his incredulity, is doomed to find his Purga- 
"tory in this world."* ... To another Friend, in the 
way of speech, he more deliberately says: "The diffi- 
"culties I had, last Campaign, were almost infinite: 
"such a multitude of enemies acting against me; Pom- 
"mem, Brandenburg, Saxony, Frontiers of Silesia, 
"alike in danger, often enough all at one time. If I 
"escaped absolute destruction, I must impute it chiefly 
"to the misconduct of my enemies; who gained such 
"advantages, but had not the sense to follow them up. 
"Experience often connects people of their blunders: 
"I cannot expect to profit by anything of that kind, 
"on their part, in the course of this Campaign:" judge 
if it will be a light one, mon cher^ 

* (h:uvre8 de Frederic, xix. 138. 139 ("Freyberg, 20th March 1760"). 
** ToMitcheU, oae eyening, " Camp of Schlettau, May 23d" (Mitchell 
II. 159). 
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The symptoms we decipher in these Letters, and 
otherwise, are those of a man drenched in misery; but 
used to his black element, unaffectedly defiant of it, or f 
not at the pains to defy it; occupied only to do his |. 
very utmost in it, with or without success, till the end 
come. Prometheus, chained on the Ocean-cliffs, with 
the New Ruling-Powers in the upper hand, and their 
vultures gradually eating him; dumb Time and dumb 
Space looking on, apparently with small sympathy: 
Prometheus and other Titans, now and then, have 
touched the soul of some -^iEschylus, and drawn tones 
of melodious sympathy, far heard among mankind. 
But with this new Titan it is not so: nor, upon tlie 
whole, with the proper Titan, in this world, is it usually 
so; the world being a — what shall we say? — a 
poorish kind of world, and its melodies and dissonances, 
its lov^s and its hatreds, worth comparatively little in 
the long-run. Friedrich does wonderfully, without 
sympathy from almost anybody; and the indifference 
with which he walks along, under such a cloud of 
sulky stupidities, of mendacities and misconceptions, 
fi'om the herd of mankind, is decidedly admirable to me. 

But let us look into the Campaign itself. Per- 
haps, — contrary to the world's opinion, and to Fried- 
rich's own when, in ultra-lucid moments, he gazes into 
it in the light of cold arithmetic, and finds the aspect 
of it "frightful," -7- this Campaign will be a little 
luckier to him than the last? Unluckier it cannot well 
be: — or if so, it will at least be final to him! 

END OF VOL. XL 
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